
Tasmanian Heritage Register 
Datasheet 
 

 
  

103 Macquarie Street (GPO Box 618)  
Hobart Tasmania  7001  

Phone: 1300 850 332 (local call cost)   
Email:  enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au 

Web: www.heritage.tas.gov.au 
 
Name: Shop THR ID Number:  12002 

Status: Provisionally Registered Municipality: West Coast Council

Tier:

Location Addresses Title References Property Id
213862/12 2749269131A Main ST, Zeehan  7469  TAS

Welling's Book 

Arcade, 131A Main 

Street, Zeehan

131A Main Street, 

Zeehan

AD713-1-789, Libraries 

Tasmania

131A Main Street, 

Zeehan

©DPIPWE 2019

Setting: Zeehan is a small West Coast mining town whose fortunes have been shaped by the boom and bust cycle 

of shallow silver-lead deposits, metallurgically difficult smelting operations and the accommodation needs of 

nearby mines like Renison, Henty and Avebury. A ring of hills and mountains, including Mount Zeehan and 

the West Coast Range, dominate the horizon. The shop at 131A Main Street forms part of a c1900 

streetscape, including the former School of Mines buildings (THR#5664), the former Commercial Bank 

(THR#5667), the former Gaiety Theatre and Grand Hotel (THR#5659), the Central Hotel (THR#5658) and the 

Zeehan Post Office (THR#5663). Together, the decorative and elegant forms of these buildings contribute to 

an architecturally varied streetscape which is perhaps the most intact historic streetscape on Tasmania’s 

West Coast. The shop at 131A, while modest in size, scale and decoration, contributes to this historic 

landscape.

 

Description: 131A Main Street is a simple 1890s timber-framed shop building with a parapet façade concealing a long 

gable roofline.  The shopfront contains modern aluminium glazing with a painted brick stallboard.  The 

building retains its original parapet form and roofline, but has undergone some exterior modification, losing 

its original shopfront, timber awning posts (verandah) and wooden window frames.  The interior retains a 

painted beaded pine board lining, of which part of the internal north-western wall was relined in 2018 

following a fire that destroyed the adjoining 133 Main Street.  The external weatherboard walls are lined over 

with corrugated metal sheet.

History: The first discovery of silver-lead on what became the Zeehan-Dundas mining field was made by Frank Long, 

a mineral prospector employed by the Launceston-based Arthur and Long Plain Prospecting Association, in 

December 1882. This discovery gave impetus to West Coast mineral exploration , but development of the 

Zeehan-Dundas silver-lead field was haphazard. It took the Broken Hill (New South Wales) silver boom of 

1888 to draw investors to other Australian silver fields such as this one . By 1890 shops and residences were 

being built illegally on Zeehan mining leases, forcing the government to survey a township site. On ‘Pegging 

Day’, 27 November 1890, many Zeehan lots were auctioned.

 

Hobart bookstore owner Thomas Lloyd Hood (1843–1904) opened a bookstore on Lot 12, Section X4 (now 

Title 231862/12) in late 1890 (‘Hood’s Book Arcade’ 1904). Hood sold books, stationery, sheet music and 

sporting goods (editorial 1890, p.2; advert, p.3) from a timber structure with a door on the left-hand side and 

a canvas roof. This structure was typical of late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century temporary buildings 

constructed on the Tasmanian mining fields, requiring little outlay and serving their purpose until the 

longevity of the mining field was established.
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Zeehan’s longevity was seriously threatened by economic depression in 1891. In particular, the collapse of 

the Bank of Van Diemen’s Land in August 1891 closed every Zeehan mine that owed it money. Those 

properties in debt were put up for the sale, and investor capital was in such short supply for a few years that 

Zeehan’s recovery was gradual. In September 1892 alone, eight Zeehan storekeepers were bankrupted or 

filed petitions for liquidation (‘Bankruptcies’ 1892).

 

Hood was the tenant of Launceston shopkeeper and mining investor William Hart and Hobart shopkeeper 

George Parker Fitzgerald, who officially took possession of the land on 9 February 1893 (purchase grant 

vol.65, folio 164). It is likely that Hood didn’t commit to a permanent building until after he bought the 

property on 16 April 1896. Curiously, for five shillings Hart and Fitzgerald sold him a grant they had paid £50 

for three years earlier. Hood took out a £1300 mortgage immediately, suggesting that he was building a 

permanent shop (transfer no.15258, mortgage no.12151, title 99, folio 14). Meanwhile, business conditions 

improved. Hood’s Zeehan manager J Tucker travelled around the mining fields of Mount Lyell , Mount Reid 

and the Pieman River obtaining orders, and business grew so quickly with the development of Mount Lyell 

that Hood opened a Queenstown shop in 1897 as well ( ‘Court of Requests’ 1899). At the time, before 

Zeehan’s public library was established, Hood’s Book Arcade at Zeehan and Queenstown operated a 

subscription library, advertising that ‘if you want cheap reading for the Winter evenings join our Library’ 

(advert 1899). A lending library service was also offered to public and private schools (‘Hood’s Book Arcade’ 

1904).

 

During the 1890s Zeehan was probably the largest centre in Tasmania after Hobart and Launceston . 

However, this is not captured in ten-yearly census figures: in 1891 Zeehan had 1965 people and in 1901 

5014, putting it behind Queenstown as the fourth-biggest Tasmanian centre in the latter year (Statistics of 

Tasmania, 1891 and 1901). The town had already passed its peak and, after Hood’s death in 1904, his 

Zeehan branch was sold for £300 (transfer no.25015, title 99, folio 14). From 1905 Hood’s Book Arcade was 

owned by Arthur Robert Reid, the later caretaker of the Beaumaris Zoo in Hobart, and Frederick George 

Knight. The property remained in the Reid family through to at least 1945. Assessment roll records suggest 

that the same building existed throughout that period. By 1908 the shop was operated as Miss FM 

(Florence) Welling’s Book Arcade (advert 1908, p.2), later as Welling’s News Agency. A c1909 photo shows 

a shop with the roofline of the present building (131A Main Street). In the photo the now missing shop at 131 

Main Street (H Haywood’s hairdressing and tobacconist business) intervenes between the Book Arcade and 

the Central Hotel. The Book Arcade shop then had an awning with decorative wooden pillars extending out to 

the street (the present posts are purely functional ones). This appears to be Hood’s c1896 Book Arcade 

building which still stands today.

 

During the 1920s Zeehan’s population declined further as its mining and smelting industries waned . 

Consequently, with demand diminishing, in 1925 Chamberlain’s News Agency (133 Main Street), operated 

by Margaret Colson, was amalgamated with Welling’s News Agency next door (131A Main Street) as the 

Zeehan News Agency (‘The West Coast’ 1925). This was a business partnership between Colson and one of 

the most prominent figures in Zeehan’s history, mining entrepreneur Archibald Douglas (AD) Sligo (Zeehan 

assessment roll 1926). Sligo had been on the Zeehan field since 1890, was one of the founders of the 

Zeehan School of Mines, a town councillor and mining promoter. He was chairman of both Renison 

Associated Tin Mines and the Zeehan Municipal Commission at the time of his death in 1938 (see also John 

Ritchie, ‘Sligo, Archibald Douglas [1866–1938]’ 1988). The newsagency also sold pianos, gramophones, 

violins and other music-related stock (advert 1929).

 

The business partnership ended during the 1930s, with the Colsons moving to Queenstown and Sligo dying. 

The trustees of Reid’s estate let 131A Main Street to FC Hall, new owner of the Zeehan News Agency 

business, which was now operated without the adjoining shop at 133 Main Street (advert 1938). By 1945 it 

was empty (Zeehan assessment roll1945).

 

A c1950s photo (AB713/1/979, TAHO) shows the same building and veranda at 131A Main Street as in the 

c1909 photo. This building has the same roofline as the present structure on title 231862/12. In the photo it 

stands adjacent to the Central Hotel, separated from it by the empty block where Haywood’s shop formerly 

stood, and bears a corrugated iron roof. The shop bears no name and could have been vacant at the time.

 

During the second half of the twentieth century many of Zeehan’s redundant commercial buildings were 

removed, some being replaced by cement block or brick structures. The shop at 131 A Main Street is 

perhaps the only small shop of its era in Zeehan to have survived. In 2019 it remains a retail store with a 

connection to the local mining industry, being a mineral and gem shop which sells specimens of crocoite, 

Tasmania’s mineral emblem, from the Dundas mines.

 

Comparative analysis

No.131A Main Street is among the oldest surviving shops on Tasmania’s West Coast . There are only two 

other permanently registered mining field shops from an earlier period or contemporaneous with this one: the 

shop at residence at 25 Elizabeth Street, Mangana (THR#5913) and the suite of shops at Evans Corner, 

Queenstown (THR#7832).
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Built c1896, 131A Main Street, Zeehan, is roughly contemporaneous with about fifteen surviving shops in 

Queenstown. Nearly all those fifteen in Queenstown have a similar degree of integrity, that is, with 

considerable modification (often the original timber window frames, doors and awning posts have been 

replaced). Some, like 131A Main Street, Zeehan, retain their original parapet. Most of the Queenstown 

shops referred to above have been rejected for entry onto the THR, the exceptions being the suite of shops 

at Evans Corner (THR#7832).

 

There are two older small shops on Tasmanian mining fields in the north -east. The permanently registered 

1871 shop and residence at 25 Elizabeth Street, Mangana (THR#5913) and the Cash Store ( Wong Hee’s 

Store) at 81 High Street, Mathinna have greater integrity than 131A Main Street, Zeehan. Like these 

properties, the shop at Zeehan retains its original parapet and weatherboard interior walls.
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

The shop at 131A Main Street, Zeehan, demonstrates Tasmania’s late nineteenth-century mining boom, 

in particular the graduation from mining camp to mining town and the development of commerce on a 

booming mining field in the 1890s. It is an uncommon example of a surviving shop from the frontier days 

of a Tasmanian mining town and is one of the oldest surviving shops on the West Coast . The building 

demonstrates the principle characteristics of a single-storey Victorian shop building. It retains the 

original parapet that bore the banner ‘Hood’s Book Arcade’ , and retains its weatherboard interior walls.

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

The shop at 131A Main Street, Zeehan, demonstrates Tasmania’s late nineteenth-century mining boom, in particular 

the graduation from mining camp to mining town and the development of commerce on a booming mining field in the 

1890s. The original Hood’s bookstore was a crude temporary structure with split -timber walls and a canvas roof, 

characteristic of a mining camp. The present c1896 building represents the development of a permanent mining town 

with widespread commercial interests (as opposed to the supply of mining stores), including books, stationery, 

newspapers, magazines, sheet music and sporting goods. Hood’s Book Arcade also served as a subscription library 

for the West Coast.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)
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b)

131A Main Street is an uncommon example of a surviving shop from the frontier days of a Tasmanian mining town and 

is one of the oldest surviving shops on the West Coast . Hood’s book business was operating in a ‘tent’ at 131A Main 

Street, Zeehan, at the time of or soon after Pegging Day (27 November 1890) when the Zeehan town lots were 

officially sold, with the present building probably built c1896. Early commercial buildings rarely survive this long on 

mining fields, because mining towns are often transitory and because generally such buildings, like this one, were 

constructed of timber in an era when firefighting was haphazard.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

No Data Recorded

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

The shop at 131A Main Street, Zeehan, demonstrates the principle characteristics of a single-storey Victorian shop 

building. It retains the original parapet that bore the banner ‘Hood’s Book Arcade’ , and retains its weatherboard 

interior walls. The original awning posts and wooden window frames have been replaced, but the window in the 

eastern wall remains. The timber walls have been clad with corrugated iron.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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