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Location Addresses Title References Property Id
199818/1 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

239603/1 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

2069191, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/1, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/2, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/3, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/4, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/5 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/6 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/7 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

13545/8 50758374 CAMBRIDGE RD, BELLERIVE  7018  TAS

Former Clarence Hotel

DPIPWE, 2019

Shop

DPIPWE, 2019

Clarence Hotel

TAHO

Clarence Hotel, 1977

TAHO

Setting: The hotel (formerly known as the Clarence Hotel) and adjacent shop are situated on Cambridge Road in the 

southern Tasmanian community of Bellerive, across the River Derwent from Hobart. The buildings overlook 

Kangaroo Bay on the River Derwent and the Bellerive marina.

Description: Hotel:

The former Clarence Hotel is a two-storey rendered sandstone building with hipped roof and exposed 

sandstone quoins. The main façade of the hotel has three bays, the outer two defined by sandstone quoins 

with a recessed central bay. The building has double-hung windows with rendered architraves. There is an 

addition to the south-east elevation, potentially a shop front, added in 1951. Other alterations include the 

relocation of the main door to the eastern bay and the removal of chimneys. Internally the ground floor has 

been remodelled to incorporate dining and gaming areas; a remnant section of timber dado rail remains. A 

narrow staircase accesses the upper level which has a series of rooms now used for accommodation and 

storage. Remnant intact features in these upper rooms include timber joinery, splayed window reveals, and 

some paneled doors.

A hipped and gabled roof sandstone and brick building directly abuts the rear of the main building . This 

building may have been that originally constructed as stables and skittle alley. It has been substantially 

modified but includes a ground-level double wooden door on the northwestern elevation that provides access 

to a subsurface basement level that also extends beneath the main building. This area retains sandstone 

walls, structural timber supports and framing, and a timber-lined safe. It now houses a bottleshop and cellar. 

Attic rooms in the room space of this building are accessed through a connecting passageway from the 

upper level of the main building. Adjacent to the hipped and gabled building and fronting the bay is a 1960s 

brick extension which has a low pitched roof and a covered deck.

The stern and propeller of the 1911 wooden SS Kosciusko ferry projects from the south-east elevation of the 
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hotel beneath an awning.

Shop:

This is a small building with gabled roof, sandstone rubble foundations and timber weatherboard cladding 

located approximately 10m to the southeast of the hotel building. The shop has a recessed entry with a 

half-glazed, timber paneled door and a multi-paned shop window. A timber awning with brackets projects 

over the footpath. The shop front gable has timber infill and a row of clerestory windows set above the 

awning.  The building has a weatherboard skillion addition to the rear. There is a timber-framed sash window 

on the western elevation.

History: Settled by Europeans at nearby Risdon Cove in 1803, the Clarence area was initially home to a number of 

small farms, however the establishment of a ferry service saw the district grow. Clarence gained municipal 

government in 1860 (Alexander 2006, pp.76-77).

From its construction in 1872 the Clarence Hotel was an important visual marker for those undertaking the 

ferry journey from Hobart to Bellerive, as the jetty was located adjacent. Bellerive jetty was the riverside 

terminus for the main thoroughfare to Sorell for many years. For ferry passengers, spying the two-storey 

Clarence Hotel heralded an impending arrival on the eastern shore (pers. comm., Roche, 2019).

The first licensee of the Clarence Hotel was William Martin, who was transported for theft aboard the Asia 

(3) in 1827. Assigned to a local farmer, William married Hannah Braim, the couple managing a hotel in 

nearby Rokeby. They had a family and unusually for the time, returned to Britain. Financial troubles saw 

their restitution to Tasmania, and Hannah’s premature death. William, then aged 55, married 17-year-old 

Sarah Leake. William was ambitious: in 1872 he commissioned the building now known as the Clarence 

Hotel on the waterfront at Bellerive. The premises included stables and a skittle alley, although the success 

didn’t last long: six years after opening William Martin fell over dead at the bar of the Clarence. His widow 

Sarah ran the business until her own demise in 1880 (Alexander 2003, p.98).

A succession of licensees followed. In 1914 Edward and Alice Connolly and their seven children moved in . 

Steps led down to the cellar where beer and wine were stored; wine was bought in bulk and bottled on the 

premises. Abbotts cordials were distributed locally from the hotel. The Connollys’ youngest son recalled 

their mother cooked not only for the family, but hotel guests as well (Bellerive Historical Society 1996, p.17). 

At this time during World War I, the Clarence Hotel was an important meeting place for those sending off 

loved ones to the Front. Seventeen ‘Bellerive boys’ were farewelled at the hotel in early 1916. One patron 

recalled having being ‘sent off’ for the Boer War from the same room at the Clarence Hotel 16 years earlier 

(Critic, 22 January 1916 p.7).

By this time the small Federation-era shop adjacent to the hotel had been erected. After World War II, the 

Clarence Hotel was ‘enlarged and modernised’ with large bar , three lounges, twelve bedrooms and an 

adjacent shop for lease (Mercury, 28 April 1951 p.21). The old stables at the rear become a garage, and 

then were converted into a cabaret area. In the 1960s an extension was added to the rear of the hotel.

The adjacent ferry terminal was a reminder of the importance of river transportation from Hobart to the 

eastern shore although this traffic had been greatly reduced following the opening of the Hobart floating 

bridge in 1943 and the Tasman Bridge in 1964. When a section of the Tasman Bridge collapsed in 1975 after 

having been struck by the bulk carrier Lake Illawarra businesses in Bellerive boomed because of increased 

ferry traffic (Bellerive Historical Society 1996, p.17).  The SS Kosciusko was originally a Sydney ferry that 

was brought to Hobart to transport passengers following the Tasman Bridge collapse . It plied its trade on the 

River Derwent for several years but was gutted by fire at Prince of Wales Bay in 1982.

Still operating as a well-known local hotel, the former Clarence Hotel remains an important place of meeting, 

recreation and entertainment for the people of the eastern shore. For the last four decades the small 

Federation shop adjacent has been a barber shop (pers. comm., Roche, 2019).
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

The former Clarence Hotel and adjoining Federation-era timber shop are of historic cultural heritage 

significance for their ability to demonstrate the evolution of hotel and shopkeeping in Tasmania . Erected 

for a convict, William Martin, who was transported for theft, the Hotel is a demonstration of the 

aspirations of emancipist convicts and their descendants, and the transformation of Van Diemen’s Land 

from convict colony to self-governing colony. The hotel is an example of a broader class of place that of 

a nineteenth-century hotel, adapted to suit the changing nature of public houses and accommodation. 

The shop adjacent is an intact example of a small, simple Federation-era shop, designed to service 

passing traffic.  The hotel and the remains of the SS Kosciusko demonstrate the importance of 

cross-river ferry traffic to the historic development of Bellerive and the eastern shore , as well as the 

impact that the Tasman Bridge disaster had on southern Tasmania .

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 Page 2 of 3



The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

The former Clarence Hotel and adjoining Federation-era timber shop are of historic cultural heritage significance for 

their ability to demonstrate the evolution of hotel and shopkeeping in Tasmania . Erected for a convict, William Martin, 

who was transported for theft, the Clarence Hotel is a demonstration of the aspirations of emancipist convicts and 

their descendants, and the transformation of Van Diemen’s Land from convict colony to self -governing colony.  The 

hotel and the remains of the SS Kosciusko demonstrate the importance of cross-river ferry traffic to the historic 

development of Bellerive and the eastern shore, as well as the impact that the Tasman Bridge disaster had on 

southern Tasmania.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

No Data Recorded

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

No Data Recorded

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

The hotel and shop at 4 Cambridge Road are reasonably intact examples of two classes of place; that of a 

nineteenth-century hotel, adapted to suit the changing requirements of public houses, and small Federation-era 

shops, designed to service passing traffic.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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Note
1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for 'Hotel & Shop', #11996 on theTasmanian Heritage Register.
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