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Setting:

The house at Cambria stands above the steep bank of the Meredith River near Swansea on the East Coast,
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commanding a view of Oyster Bay and Schouten Island. It shares the riverine environment with the house at
Red Banks (THR#12020), only about 200 metres away on the Meredith’s opposite bank. The river widens
into a shallow estuary below the Cambria house. The surrounding coastal land is open as a result of
thousands of years of Aboriginal use of fire for land management—followed by almost two centuries of
European farming. Non-native plantings and eucalypts dot pastures which extend back to the more wooded
hills. Included in this setting to the northwest of the main house is Bradys Hill, known locally as the
Lookout, a traditional viewing point for the Cambria Estate. The nineteenth-century Cambria Estate was
extensive; much of this land is now separate farms, while the property’s old Sands Run is now the Dolphin
Sands Housing Estate.
Description:

Cambria is an intact early Colonial-era farming complex that includes a relatively intact cultural landscape.
The complex which includes hedgerows, gardens, orchards and outbuildings is linked to the Tasman
Highway by Cambria Lane. The registered area includes the main house, outbuildings, surrounding gardens
and remnant orchards as well as notable views from the complex east to the mouth of the Meredith River
and the Schoutens beyond, and to the complex itself from northern approaches along the Tasman Highway .
The Redcliffe property on the western side of the Tasman Highway and the archaeological sites of
Malahide/Belmont house and of a shepherd’s hut upstream beside the Meredith River are also included .
There are five significant buildings:
1. The main house. From the front the rendered brick house at Cambria appears to be a single storey
bungalow-style building with a high roof, but since it is benched into a slope, it actually has three levels
which are plainly expressed in the fenestration of the rear elevation. The principal elements of front and rear
elevations of the house are arranged symmetrically. The front façade has four sets of French windows,
evenly spaced, opening onto a deep, stone flagged verandah. The outlook from the verandah is into a formal
garden with carriage circle, the edge of which is the steep fall of the riverbank, the Red Banks homestead,
and the coastal horizon in the distance. The symmetry of the front elevation is disrupted by a modern
glazed door leading into the southernmost room, and a low single-storey addition on the south side–both
relatively modern.
One of the French windows serves as the front door, opening into an entrance lobby flanked by the three
principal rooms. These rooms and the entrance lobby form an enfilade with their interconnecting doorways
aligned. At the western end of the entrance lobby, facing the front door are two side-by-side internal
six-panel doors surmounted by radial fanlights, occupying the width of the lobby. The southern door (which,
viewed from the front entry is on the left-hand side) opens to the stair leading down into the basement. The
other door opens to a passage with four steps up to the first floor which occupies only the rear part of the
house, including two small rooms that project beyond the main rear elevation at either corner. From the first
floor, a staircase leads to the attic rooms which occupy the main roof space. The attics are lit by three
west-facing dormers with glazed cheeks and casement hung sashes, and skylights in the side roof planes.
The attic stair is lit by an internal window that transmits light from the central dormer. Panes of the main
sash of this window are painted white, and the two central panes have the painting of a figure carrying an
infant—a fiction based on the factual event of the Large family being lost in a shipwreck outside the Meredith
River heads (Ward & Martin Ferris 2016, p.33). The attic is divided into several rooms, with cupboards built
into the low perimeter walls. The finishes of some of the walls and joinery in the attic range from the
nineteenth century through to the 1920s.
The stairway down to the basement leads into a flagged lobby with a short passage on the south side. The
lobby and three of the rooms against the western outside wall have wooden floors, and these spaces have
plastered walls and ceilings. Rooms beneath the principal rooms of the piano nobile are lower and less
finished, and those in the centre of the building have no windows. The rooms on the north side have earthen
floors and food preparation benches (Ward 2020). The finishes of some of the walls and joinery in the
basement are 1950s at the latest.
The basement has three doors that open onto a level grassed area at the rear of the house, one in the
central lobby and one in the centre of each protruding wing. These doors form focal elements in the
symmetrical western elevation, the whole of which is austere and imposing. The main part of the building
rises to a hipped roof that features two large brick chimneys near the ridge, a smaller chimney on the south
side, and three dormer windows. The sides of the building extend outwards as small two-storey wings, of
almost square plan form, with pyramidical roofs that have eaves approximately 1.2 metres below that of the
main roof, and fenestration comprising basement door with fanlight and 16 pane double-hung sash windows
on the first floor. Between the two wings, the rear wall has a row three windows on the first floor, matching
those in the wings and vertically aligned with the dormers above; and two tripartite windows in the basement
–either side of the central doorway. Each of the openings has a splayed sandstone lintel which contrasts
with the buff coloured stucco finish of the walls. The doors and windows are painted grey, a finish of early
date.
Bathrooms were added in the 1950s by the Brettingham-Moores ( Ward & Martin Ferris 2016, p.35), but
generally the house appears to have changed little since it was built. Significant details include the stucco
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work with buff limewash; verandah posts; diagonal sandstone flags; joinery and glass of the dormers,
windows, and French doors; painted doors and clear finished cedar doors with architraves and hardware;
skirting boards; plastered walls and ceilings including cornices in the principal rooms; staircases;
mantelpieces; timber and flagged floors; cupboards and built-in furniture; and early surface finish treatments
including painted surfaces and wallpapers.
2. Stable/harness room/carriage house/granary building. This is a linear building constructed of
random rubble rear and side walls, and a brick front that is of more recent date. The rear wall is partly
collapsed. Some internal walls are brick, and sections of the external walls are timber framed, that at the
rear clad in weatherboard and that at the southern end of vertical board. The main roof is hipped, of sawn
hardwood framing clad in corrugated iron. At the southern end the building has a wider section with a lower
floor level and skillion roof which is fitted out with stable stalls. A large multi-pane window faces east. In the
main section of the building the floor is cobbled, but floors in other parts are of concrete, timber and earth.
3. A timber barn principally framed with sawn hardwood but incorporating Oyster Bay pine posts on
sandstone footings, struts, rafters and battens; roofed with split timber palings overlaid with corrugated iron
in short sheets. The vertical envelope is a mix of short boards (split slab), fitted in channels between closely
spaced sawn hardwood posts, as well as vertical palings, corrugated iron and weatherboards.
4. A timber shearing shed. This is a weatherboard and corrugated iron clad timber building on freestone
foundations, wooden floored, gable roofed, and configured as an ‘L’ in plan. It was likely constructed in more
than one stage, some of the more recent work being skillion-roofed vertical board additions. The shed is
surrounded by stockyards, mostly made of sawn timber and steel gates.
5. Redcliffe House. This consists of two split-timber, hipped-roof, 1840s/1850 s workers’ cottages
connected by a double-sided hearth and kitchen section, with later additions to the rear and a first storey.
The two split timber cottages have Baltic pine interior walls and floors. The later additions to the house are
probably from the post-1875 period when William Lyne owned Redcliffe as a separate property .
Other significant features of the property include:
Entrance avenue (Cambria Lane)
The symmetrical formality of the front elevation of the house is reinforced by the landscaping, which includes
a curved 400-metre-long entrance avenue, the first section of which is hedged with hawthorns on both sides.
The avenue was designed to tantalise the visitor with glimpses of garden, create a sense of arrival at the
house and give an impression of the owner’s social standing (McLeod 2016, pp.40–41). However, the loss of
hawthorns and privet hedge along much of the avenue and unsympathetic placement of a modern machinery
shed and garage along the northern edge of the avenue detract from this original plan. The so-called ‘rondel
of roses’ (now a circular privet hedge) forms the centrepiece of a gravelled turn in front of the house, being
aligned to its central axis (McLeod 2016, p.12).
Garden and orchards
The extensive garden and orchards established by George and Mary Meredith (Edwin Meredith 1896, p.6;
McLeod 2016, p.16) and their successors are reasonably intact today, despite suffering from drought
conditions and neglect in the modern era. The original garden was in the Gardenesque style which mixed
landscape and picturesque elements with a great variety of both native and exotic trees ( Cuffley 1983, p.25).
The garden retains discrete elements such as the pinetum in front of the house; Arcadia, with its swimming
hole on the Meredith River; and the nut walk/s (McLeod 2016, p.59). The shrubbery to the north of the
house, once dominated by conifers, is now ‘a tangle of wattles, African boxthorns, blackberry and other
weed species’ (McLeod 2016, p.43). Many early plantings remain and the nineteenth-century design is still
discernible. Arcadia survives today much the worse for wear and neglect (McLeod 2016, pp.47–48). Pear
trees and Franquette walnut trees survive from the early plantings in the lower orchard, although the walnut
trees are in poor condition (McLeod 2016, p.47). The pinetum of exotic conifers has also diminished, with
trees dying from the effects of drought and age (Trethowan and Nichols 2017, p.29). However, several pines,
including the Bunya pine (Araucaria bidwillii) and Norfolk Island pine (Araucaria heterophylla) are in good
condition (McLeod 2016, p.58). The pinetum is complemented by a similar grove of massive European trees
across the river near the Red Banks house. The garden has been impacted by the loss of hawthorn and
orchard trees, and the dry stone retaining wall along the entrance drive near the house is in poor condition.
Behind the house is a long-established orchard which contains the ruins of a brick greenhouse and
hothouse and an extant windmill used to pump water through the gardens for irrigation purposes. The siting
of an orchard on the Meredith River flood plain is complemented by the Red Banks lower orchard on the
opposite bank.
Cow Flat
Cow Flat is the section of flood plain on the western side of the Tasman Highway between Redcliffe House
and the Meredith River. In the mid-nineteenth century one corner of flat next to the road contained workers’
cottages and a bark mill (see below under ‘Archaeological potential’). However, it also appears that Cow Flat
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was a continuation of the Cambria garden, with a nut walk continuing beyond the main road, sweeping
across Cow Flat in an arc and right down to the Meredith River.
House Paddock and the Drawing Room Paddock. These paddocks were established early in the
property’s history, retain their dividing hedgerows, and form part of the viewshed from the homestead and
towards the homestead from Dolphin Sands Road and the Tasman Highway .
Sight lines and viewsheds
The viewshed from the Cambria house down river to the sea and towards Freycinet Peninsula takes in the
northern bank of the Meredith River and an area of sparse natural vegetation separating the House Paddock
from the Dolphin Sands development. The relationship between the house, the river and the view beyond to
the sea and to Freycinet Peninsula is shared by the siting of Red Banks house on the opposite side of the
Meredith River (McLeod 2016, p.50).
Archaeological potential
Cambria includes buildings, structures, ruins and deposits that have the potential to contribute to an
understanding of the spatial configuration, functioning and evolution of the property during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. These resources may include:

• Buildings, outbuildings and huts (their design, materials, construction methods),
• incomplete and ruinous buildings and masonry walls,
• structures (including fences, walling, possible sawpits, lime kilns, brick pits, sheep washes/dips, water
distribution infrastructure etc.),
• gardens, remnant plantings and hedges,
• modified topography,
• activity areas (including yards and stockyards), and
• sub-surface remains and deposits including those associated with buildings and structures that are no
longer extant, ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant buildings, cesspits, privies, refuse piles and scatters.
Cambria includes numerous buildings and structures which are no longer extant including a five-room
overseer’s cottage; two three-room labourers’ cottages (probably at Cow Flat, on the southern side of the
Tasman highway near the river, now part of the separately-owned Redcliffe property); a forge and workshop;
as well as cowsheds, cart sheds and tool sheds ( ‘Sales by auction’ 1883). A bark mill is also known to have
existed at Cow Flat. More remote sites associated with the property and included within this registration
include the site of the original Malahide/Belmont House at approx. 588154E, 5338378N (GDA94, MGA55)
(MPG1/306 1822; GO33/1/1 1826; Ward 2020); and a pre-1870 shepherd’s hut on a grazing run upstream of
the main Cambria property at approx. 585823E, 5336187N (‘Plan of Cambria and Riversdale Estates’). John
Meredith acquired this Crown land in 1865 and it remains part of the Cambria Estate ( ‘Crown land sale’
1865).
Features of low heritage significance

• a concrete water tank constructed by Bayles family, 1909-51;
• an electrical plant built by Basil Bayles, 1909-51, from Oyster Bay pine, extended by the Burburys in
1959;
• several vertical board buildings constructed 1951–56 by Edward Brettingham-Moore;
• a workman’s cottage (now overgrown), garage, and chicken hutch in the shrubbery north of the main house
(Trethowan and Nichols 2017, p.21); and
• a galvanised corrugated metal sheet machinery shed, large Colorbond machinery shed, hay shed and a
spray shed installed by the Burbury family (Trethowan and Nichols 2017, pp.21–22).
• modern outbuildings at Redcliffe House.
• the modern walnut plantation on the Tasman Highway to the northwest of the main homestead .
History:

Cambria is located within the country of the Oyster Bay nation (Ryan 2012, p.15), being part of a landscape
managed and kept open using fire by Aboriginal people for thousands of years before European occupation .
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The Cambria estate was founded by George and Mary Meredith. George Meredith (1778–1856) was born at
Birmingham, Warwickshire, England, the son of a middle-class attorney John Meredith and Sally Meredith
née Turner. At eighteen he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Royal Marines, and he later
served down the east coast of North America and in the Caribbean , at the blockade of Ferrol in Spain and on
the Mediterranean Station. In 1803, during the Napoleonic Wars, Meredith made a daring ascent of the
55-metre-high granite column Pompey’s Pillar, at Alexandria, Egypt, in order to replace Napoleon’s French
cap-of-liberty with the Union Jack (Hodgson 1967). Soon after marrying Sarah Westall Hicks (1779–1820) in
1805, Meredith retired from the Royal Marines on half-pay and began to farm near Newbury in Berkshire,
England, and then Rhyndaston in Pembrokeshire, Wales. This was at a time of post-war rural depression in
England which stimulated interest in emigration. Meredith’s ‘qualities of endurance and strength’ and his
experience of commanding men and of farming suited him well to pioneer life in the colonies (Hodgson
1967).
George and Mary Meredith and family migrate to Van Diemen’s Land
In July 1820 Meredith and family received a letter of recommendation from the Colonial Secretary as settlers
in Van Diemen’s Land (‘Recommendation of settlers’ 1921). Meredith and Joseph Archer (later of
Panshanger, THR#5057) chartered a vessel, the Emerald. The Amos brothers who had worked for George
Meredith at Rhyndaston, George’s cousin John Meredith and many others also agreed to sail with them
(Ward 2020). George Meredith’s first wife Sarah died shortly before the family were to leave for Van Diemen’
s Land. However, their former housemaid and family nurse, Mary Evans—already George Meredith’s
mistress—joined the Meredith party, and before the Emerald sailed George and Mary were married
(Hodgson 1967; Ward 2020). George’s second marriage was resented by some of his children , and the new
couple’s bearing of seven more children in Van Diemen’s Land later complicated George’s succession
plans.

After disembarking at Hobart Town in March 1821, George Meredith leased a whaleboat in order to explore
the area at the head of Great Oyster Bay. He was granted 2000 acres at Swan Port (Copies of land grants
issued), but the family’s first home at the Meredith River was a sod hut on what is now the Red Banks
property (THR#12020), 500 acres granted to George Meredith junior. Thatched with tussock grass, the
building featured no windows or flooring and was destroyed in a fire (Edwin Meredith 1896, p.2).
Contemporary and later nineteenth-century newspaper reports also suggest that the first Meredith hut was
destroyed (‘McCabe and Brady’ 1825; ‘The bushrangers’ 1825; Jones 1884, p.1).
Meredith enlarged his initial holding at Great Swan Port through a land exchange with a settler named
Charles Cogle; by driving off William Talbot, a rival claimant to some of his land; by taking Robert Honnor’s
adjoining grant as payment of a debt; and by acquiring the land of his cousin John Meredith, who returned to
England. Land Commissioner Roderick O’Connor criticised Meredith’s unconventional land acquisition
methods (O’Connor, 17 November 1828, pp.92–93).
Creation of the Cambria garden and house
It is likely that George Meredith brought the plans for Cambria House with him from England. By 1822 he
had built several huts on what became Cambria, had already chosen the site for the main house and started
planting an adjoining garden (Map MPG1/306 1822; Ward 2020).

In 1824 Meredith pioneered shore-based whaling on the East Coast, establishing a station at ‘The Fisheries’
on the southern side of Coles Bay on Freycinet Peninsula. He later had another base on Maria Island, and
he conducted sealing expeditions as far afield as Kangaroo Island (Nash 2003, p.46; Evans 1993, p.44;
Ward 2020). Even before the Cambria homestead was built, the Cambria farming estate served as his
business headquarters. The house site chosen commanded not only a view of Meredith’s maritime realm ,
but immediate access to both water-borne craft and fresh water, being at the nexus of the fresh and tidal
water (Ward 2020). Meredith commissioned a series of schooners with which he traded with Hobart Town ,
delivering his farm produce to market (Edwin Meredith 1896, pp.2 and 4) and no doubt taking advantage of
such visits to push his self-interested agenda of political reform.
From about 1827, while establishing their house, the Merediths occupied the original log and shingle
Malahide house built by Talbot (Edwin Meredith 1896, p.6; Ward 2020). It was a five-room farmhouse with a
storeroom, glass windows and an ‘under ground’ dairy with a floor and shelves . There was also a milking
shed/barn, a farmyard, an ‘old’ stockyard and a paddock or garden enclosed by a three -log fence, with more
than 50 acres of cleared land and about 150 acres fenced off (Amos 1825). The Merediths called this
temporary home Belmont (a later Belmont house on a different site is permanently registered as THR #1558).
While living and farming there, George and Mary Meredith continued to prepare a garden and orchard at the
future homestead site. The Reverend Robert Knopwood contributed two apple trees (Jones 1884). George
Meredith brought fruit trees, New Zealand flax and other plants home from Sydney nurseries ( Ward 2020).
After an orchard had been established, Mary Meredith put in many days sowing flower seeds and planting
bulbs, and because of her popularity she received flowers and shrubs from many people across the colony
(Edwin Meredith 1896, pp. 6 and 62). Her son Edwin recalled that even on his boyhood kangarooing hunts a
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servant with a horse and cart was employed to carry home ‘pretty shrubs’ found in the bush . He stated that
‘the Cambria gardens eclipsed in extent, and variety & perfection of fruit & flowers those of any private
establishment that I have ever seen since’ (Edwin Meredith 1896, pp.3 and 6).
Cambria House was built in the years 1832–36 (Edwin Meredith 1896, p.3; Ward 2020), construction being
supervised by a ticket-of-leave convict known as ‘Old Bull’. This was probably William Bull, a
Staffordshire-born bricklayer sentenced to transportation for life in New South Wales in 1808 (CON23-1-1,
no.B796; CON31-1-1, image 385; CON13-1-2, image 293 [p.529]; see also Ward and Martin Ferris 2019),
but re-sentenced to Macquarie Harbour in 1823, where he did extensive building work (Port Macquarie: list of
convicts 1822–1825; Robertson 1966, p.207). Bull, who as a ticket-of-leave man was working outside the
assignment system, also constructed other houses for the Meredith family at nearby Springvale (THR#1515)
and Riversdale (THR#1565), and possibly the Riversdale flour mill (Cassidy and Preston 2000, p.146;
Rae-Ellis 1979, p.59). This is supported by the appearance of his name in Meredith’s receipts , along with
those of plasterer Smyth and sawyers Smith, John Horton and George Palmer (George Meredith receipts).
The prominent siting, symmetrical building form and formal driveway are all fairly typical of Tasmanian
Colonial-era estate houses such as Quamby (THR#4832), Brickendon (THR#5180), Calstock (THR#4762),
Clarendon (THR#10347) and Entally (THR#4822).
Cambria became well known for its extensive gardens and orchards which were designed in the
Gardenesque tradition. By 1840 the Cambria garden, orchard and hawthorn hedges were well established
around
'a large, well-built, cheerful-looking house, with its accompanying signs of substantial comfort in the shape
of barns, stackyard, stabling, extensive gardens, and all other requisite appliances on a large scale ...'
(Meredith 1979, pp.37-38)
The house commanded
'an extensive view of large tracts of both bush and cultivated land; and, across the head of Oyster Bay, of
the Schoutens … Below a deep precipitous bank on the south side of the house flows a winding creek, the
outlet of the Meredith River, gleaming and shining along its stony bed, and richly fringed by native flowering
shrubs, mingled with garden flowers half wild …' (Meredith 1979, p.37)
The author of this description, George Meredith’s daughter-in-law Louisa Anne Meredith, expressed the
picturesque aesthetic of the time. She found no joy in uncultivated nature such as Van Diemen’s Land’s
‘dreary’ forests, but at Cambria she took comfort in being able to see the Shaws’ thatched cottage across
the river. It added to the picturesque nature of the scene and dispelled ‘the feeling of loneliness and isolation
that generally pervades colonial country-houses’. She delighted in the orchard’s ‘shady grass walks …
turning off into sly quiet little nooks and corners’ and in ‘the cool grassy banks of a little pond under the
elder trees’ (Meredith 1979, pp.37–39).
Even the rabbits at Cambria contributed to the reminders of familiar English domesticity she enjoyed. It has
been claimed that George Meredith introduced rabbits to Tasmania , a dubious honour for a grazier, given
how destructive rabbits later proved to be to sheep pasture ( Wright 1951; Shaw 1951). Describing the warren
of ‘the pretty little animals’ at Cambria in 1840, Louisa Anne Meredith seemed to only reluctantly
acknowledge their breeding and eating capacity, conceding that ‘their abundance all over the district is now
so great as to sometimes be troublesome and mischievous’ (Meredith 1979, p.38). She and Bishop Nixon
had both sketched the house and gardens by 1852.
The ‘King of Great Swan Port’
Grazier, whaler, sealer, boat builder, newspaper proprietor, George Meredith was too domineering,
outspoken and used to having his own way to stay on good terms with the repressive Lieutenant Governor
George Arthur. Nevertheless, by 1827 Meredith and his family commanded 13,000 acres at Swanport and
Jericho in the Midlands (Arthur to Bathurst 1827, p.342). Acting on the advice of Earl Bathurst, Secretary of
State for War and the Colonies, Arthur ruled in favour of Meredith in his dispute with Talbot (Arthur to
Bathurst 1827, pp.338–42), but objected to Meredith’s efforts to embarrass local magistrates at Swansea by
encouraging a robbery (Ward 2020). In June 1833 Arthur told Meredith that he would receive no more convict
assignees—a sentence of financial hardship for any rural landowner (Burnett to Meredith 1833). However,
unlike William Bryan, who was effectively ruined by incurring Arthur’s antagonism (‘Bryan, William,
[1801–1837]’ 1966), Meredith was allowed to keep his existing convict servants ( Ward 2020) and thereby
survived, meanwhile using his Colonist and Van Diemen’s Land Commercial and Agricultural Advertiser
newspaper editorials to attack the Lieutenant-Governor (see, for example, Meredith 1834).

The description of Cambria as ‘the government house of the east coast’ appears to be a twentieth -century,
retrospective addition to the story of George Meredith’s Cambria (‘The late Miss Meredith’ 1924). However,
had it been used in George Meredith’s time this title would have encapsulated both Cambria’s social
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pre-eminence on the East Coast and Meredith’s challenge to Colonel Arthur’s repressive regime . Bishop
Nixon and several of Arthur’s successors, Lieutenant Governors Sir John Franklin, Sir John Eardley-Wilmot
and Sir William Denison, plus Governor Sir Henry Young and their entourages visited the property during
George Meredith’s time (Edwin Meredith 1896, pp.14, 16 and 21; Ward 2020). Fellow newspaper proprietor
Andrew Bent called him ‘the King of Great Swan Port’ (Bent 1836).
George Meredith’s disputed succession
The ‘King’ also had three prominent children. Of the children from George’s first marriage, the best-known
was Charles Meredith (1811–80), member of parliament 1855–79, long-serving Colonial Treasurer and
Minister for Lands and Works (O’Neill 1974). He married his cousin, the author and artist Louisa Anne
Twamley (1812–95), mentioned above. Charles and Louisa Anne Meredith’s lives became familiar to some
Tasmanians through her stories and books, and the pair achieved posthumous recognition as early
conservationists (Bonyhady 2000). Of the offspring from George’s second marriage, to Mary, John Meredith
(1822–1909) and Clara Meredith (1828–1904), aka Lady Clara Dry, wife of Sir Richard Dry, were the most
prominent. Of the two parliamentarians in the Meredith family, only John, the less influential, lived at
Cambria during his term. Charles Meredith spent thirteen years on the Cambria Estate but moved to New
South Wales in 1834, before the Cambria homestead was completed. He and Louisa Anne only lived at the
Cambria house as guests in 1840–41 and as tenants in the early 1850s. In her book My home in Tasmania,
during a residence of nine years, Louisa recalled Cambria, ‘our father’s hospitable home’ as it seemed to her
in 1840, lingering long over her description in the manner of one who happily anticipated living there
permanently (Meredith 1979, p.218).

Charles, as the eldest surviving son, expected to inherit at least half of Cambria, but in 1853 his plans were
shattered when his half-brother John Meredith arrived from South Australia and made an offer for the entire
property and associated properties which his surprised father George Meredith accepted (Rae-Ellis 1979,
pp.162–63). A feud erupted over this between George, John and his wife Maria Meredith, on the one hand,
and Charles and Louisa Anne Meredith on the other (Rae-Ellis 1979, pp.164–69). Mary Meredith had already
died in 1843. George’s third youngest daughter, Clara, married in 1853, and after George’s death in 1856,
John and Maria Meredith and their children had Cambria to themselves. In 1860 John Meredith began his
political career as an inaugural member of the Glamorgan Municipal Council, the first rural council
established in Tasmania under the Rural Municipalities Act (1858).
The Cambria Estate under John Meredith
At the time of George Meredith’s death, the Cambria Estate stretched from the Meredith River north beyond
the Wye River to the Cygnet River, from the seashore to the coastal hills and beyond to the divide between
Swansea and Campbell Town. In 1861 John Meredith owned and occupied 10,743 acres, which then
included the adjoining Belmont, Woburn and Riversdale properties (these later became separate properties).
Two-hundred-and sixty-three acres of this land were let to five tenants. In addition he had 1300 acres of
freehold and 15,000 acres of leasehold as sheep and cattle pasture at Kearneys Bogs (‘the Bogs’) near
latter-day Lake Leake (Hobart Town Gazette, 26 November 1861, pp.1737–39). By 1869 John Meredith also
owned ‘the Tier’ (Doctors Hills), a forested hill where stands of Oyster Bay pine, wattle and eucalypt were
exploited for building timber. Fallers and timber splitters were constantly employed at the Tier producing
posts and rails for fences, shingles, palings, boards and rafters.

Stock grazed on the Sands Run near the beach and, as at Kelvedon (THR# 11994) and other East Coast
properties, kelp was harvested on the sea shore as a fertiliser. At Cambria the kelp was mixed with cow
manure, guano and wheat straw (the stalks remaining after the grain of the wheat was harvested). Sand
carted up from the beach was placed on top of the manure heap to keep the heat in and to thereby assist in
the bacterial breakdown of materials. Seashells carted from the beach or even brought in by ship from
Hobart Town were burned to produce lime for mortar.
Crops (oats, wheat, potatoes, barley, artichokes, onions, tobacco) were raised and fruit grown in the fields
around the main houses of Cambria and Riversdale. Apple cider and perry (pear cider) were produced from
fruit grown on the property. Mangolds were grown as stock feed. A tenant, John Gibson, operated the flour
mill at Riversdale in 1858 (Thomas Skeggs in 1869), and in July 1869 a bark mill was built at Cambria to
process wattle bark for tanning purposes. There was also a tannery on the property. The diaries record
shipments of apples, carrots, oats and potatoes to Melbourne (18 June 1858, 19 June 1858, 5 July 1858,
NS123/1/52), and wheat, barley, skins and wool being shipped to Hobart Town (11 February 1858, 15 July
1858, 5 April 1859, NS123/1/52). By 1869 AG Webster in Hobart Town seems to have become the agent for
Cambria produce, there being no further record of shipments to Melbourne. The reason for this is quite
simple: Victorian tariffs had made it unprofitable to market produce there .
Tobacco was grown on Cambria in order to make ‘tobacco liquor’ , that is, water infused with tobacco used
as an insect-repellent sheep wash. The facilities for washing sheep were at the Tier. Cattle were grazed at
the Bogs all year round, being mustered in April. Sheep were only agisted there for the warmer months
(December to May), being washed, shorn and dipped at Cambria ahead of this move.
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The surviving farm diaries from the periods 1858–59 and 1869–70 and the rations books for the period
1856–61 show that those employed on the Meredith estate included ex-convicts formerly assigned to
George Meredith (for example, the brickmaker Jonas Jackson) and free immigrants such as Richard
Skeggs. Cambria and Riversdale each had a separate labour force housed in huts on each property, but
tenant farmers and other small farmers and casual labourers from nearby Swansea were recruited as
needed for specific tasks such as fencing, timber production, reaping and building. This included ‘the
Germans’ (German immigrants Christian Rapp, Christian Dilger, Gottfried Keefer and Wagner). Scots
immigrant Andrew Gemmell built a bark mill. A blacksmith and a carpenter, the brothers Robert and Peter
Miller, lived close by at Red Banks. The surviving barn is probably the one built by Peter Miller 1858–59 to
replace an earlier structure (19 March 1858 and March 1859, NS123/1/52). Shepherds/stockmen living at
Kearneys Bogs drove stock to and from Cambria, collecting rations when they were ‘down’ but often having
to be supplied with rations at ‘the Bogs’.
John Meredith’s 1871 insolvency prompted a reduction of the land holding, John and Maria retaining 5040
acres while Belmont, Riversdale and Woburn were auctioned (Ward, Martin Ferris and Brookes 2017, p.98).
Redcliffe was sold to William Lyne in 1875. The wool industry later declined, due to scab, rabbits and,
probably, over supply. Whereas in 1872, Tasmania's wool export was worth £484,000 and constituted 48%
of Tasmania's entire export value, by 1889 the corresponding figures were £283,000 and 19%.
Yet, visiting Cambria in 1884, travelling journalist Theophilus Jones called it ‘undoubtedly the property of the
East Coast … a magnificent place, having every advantage under the sun. Beauty, scenery, fertility, the
sea, and a nine-mile beach for exercise; a winding crystal river, trees, fruits, and flowers …’ (Jones 1884).
John Meredith apparently shared his mother’s passion for gardening ; he added an orchard in front of the
house (27 May 1858, 26 May 1859, NS123/1/52), as well as a shrubbery and exotic conifers (the pinetum, a
plantation of conifers, became popular in the middle of the nineteenth century) (McLeod 2016, p.18). He had
erected a windmill to pump river water into tanks from which it was piped to the house and paddock troughs
but also through a garden and orchard replete with mulberry trees, apples, walnut, hazelnut and filbert nut
trees. Pairs of almond trees still defined a ‘walk’. McLeod suggests that ‘the immediate landscape around
the homestead [at Cambria] was designed to provide access to and vistas of the house and opportunities for
walking, sitting in shade, and taking in the coastal or mountain views’ (McLeod 2016, p.9). In her diaries
1887–90 Jessie Meredith, daughter of John Meredith, detailed daily summer- time relaxation in Arcadia, a
place where she entertained guests, sewed, fished and slept in a hammock. It was decorated with Chinese
lanterns during celebrations such as New Year. Situated on the flood plain, Arcadia and the lower orchard
were submerged for a time each year when the river rose (Jessie Meredith diaries 1887–90). The approach
to Cambria was ‘a lane shaded on both sides by high hawthorn hedges’. Similar hedges divided the home
paddocks (Jones 1884). An 1888 plan of the property shows orchards right up to the main road, a garden on
three sides of the house extending down to the river, with fenced cultivated fields beyond the garden and to
the north of the entrance avenue (Ward, Martin Ferris and Brookes 2017, p.94).
Later years of the estate
John Meredith died in 1909, and Maria Meredith three years later. The trustees of John Meredith’s estate let
Cambria to Henry Charles Bayles, and then sold it to him—against the wishes of the Meredith family ( Ward,
Martin Ferris and Brooks 2017, p.98). Arcadia remained an idyllic place well into the twentieth century, as
described by neighbour Edward Carr Shaw (born 1914):

'Near the verandah one followed a southward path … [It] … proceeded on its way along the cliff top, which
gradually decreased in height until it was level with the meadow. It then wended its way through a tunnel of
trees and some of the branches hung over a pool in the river. Native birds, such as the Fantail Fly Catchers
… flitted about from branch to branch singing their song. You could hear their beaks snapping when they
caught a flying insect. The stream babbled over its stony bed and then fell into the pool, where a dinghy was
tied up. A garden seat adorned the nook, inviting the stroller to sit and enjoy the peace' (Shaw 2000,
pp.67–68).
Later owners were Edward Brettingham-Moore and the Burbury family ( Bennett and Warner 2009, p.46). The
Bayleses or the Burburys made skillion-roofed vertical board additions to the shearing shed. The latter family
gravelled the paths and driveway and tried to develop a more drought-tolerant and wind-hardy garden, but in
recent years drought and, conversely, flooding, have left their mark on the vegetation (McLeod 2016, p.22).
McLeod suggests that subsequent development of the Meredith-era Gardenesque-style garden added
elements reflective of a more cottage style garden as well as the dictates of the dry East Coast weather
(McLeod 2016, p.64). In 2015 Cambria was acquired by Cambria Green Agriculture and Tourism
Management Pty Ltd as a productive farm (Ward and Martin Ferris 2016, p.25). A commercial walnut
plantation exists on Cambria today, continuing the tradition of mixed farming (McLeod 2016, p.53).
As well as being described at length in the nineteenth century by Louisa Anne Meredith and Theophilus
Jones, Cambria has featured in modern texts about built and garden heritage, including Robertson and
Craig’s Early houses of northern Tasmania (1966), Lucas, Joyce and Rushbrooke’s Australian country
houses (1987), Phyl Frazer Simons’ Historic Tasmanian gardens (1987), Bennett and Warner’s Country
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houses of Tasmania (2009) and Ward, Martin Ferris and Brookes’ Houses and estates of old Glamorgan
(2017).
Comparative analysis
George Meredith was granted coastal savannah woodlands which had been managed by Aboriginal people
for thousands of years, being kept open by regular burning in part to increase numbers of prey species and
success at hunting. Surviving Cambria farm diaries demonstrate how the Meredith family managed their land
to maintain this open, grassed character by burning the pastures when the weather conditions were suitable
at any time of year, and utilising what had been Aboriginal hunting grounds for the grazing of stock and the
cultivation of crops. The pattern of this land use is still evident on the landscape.

The surviving Meredith letters, Cambria farm diaries and rations books give a picture of how this land was
worked as one estate, as well as the labour practices employed; the rationing of workers; the incidence of
dog and eagle attacks on stock; cultivation of crops, fertilisation and harvesting practices; the burning
regime; and the development of markets and shipping routes (NS123/1/52, NS123/1/53, NS123/1/54 and
NS123/1/69, TAHO; Ward 2020). Comparison can be made with the accounts of farming operations and
labour practices in surviving contemporaneous or nearly contemporaneous farms such as the diaries of
Mount Ireh (THR#5066), Woolnorth, William Moore Ferrar’s property Plassy near Ross, Cheshunt
(THR#4761), Kelvedon (THR#11994) and George Hull’s Tolosa property at Glenorchy, while the Lisdillon
(THR#1526) journals of Sarah Mitchell also provide insight into farming operations. Migration of workers
between these properties (for example, ex-convict William Forward being employed as a labourer at Cambria
before becoming the ‘tigerman’ at Woolnorth; and indentured immigrant worker James Elmer leaving
Woolnorth to become a tenant farmer on Cheshunt) help to develop a picture of the movement of the rural
workforce. The Cambria farm diaries contain only two reports of injury or death of sheep due to the attacks
of dogs or eagles (21 August 1859, NS123/1/53) and, in contrast to Woolnorth and Cheshunt, no mention of
the thylacine in the three years covered by the farm diaries—although a ‘pitfall’ was dug in the Cambria
orchard in February 1858, probably for possums or wallabies which attacked the fruit rather than for the
carnivorous Tasmanian tiger. Like the Kelvedon and Woolnorth dairies, the Cambria farm diaries record
incidences of burning plans being abandoned because of a change of wind direction or an increase in wind
strength. Sometimes fences were destroyed accidentally in the course of burning off grass .
Structures utilising Oyster Bay pine; and extant early timber farmhouses

Apart from the barn at Cambria, the only other structures known to have Oyster Bay pine components are
these:
• the house and outbuildings at Kelvedon (the walls of the original Oyster Bay pine cottage remain inside the
house, there is also an Oyster Bay pine shearing shed, a Dutch barn with Oyster Bay pine poles and
Oyster Bay pine in the boatshed), THR#1562;
• floorboards at Glen Gala, THR#1518;
• the frame of the shearing shed at Glen Herriot, THR#1519, Cranbrook;
• the barn at Muirlands, Little Swanport (THR#1523);
• verandah poles at Piermont (THR#1563), the Bend and the Hermitage near Swansea ( Ward, Martin Ferris
& Brookes 2017, pp.115 and 127);
• elements of the barn at Woodstock (THR#1579), Triabunna;
• the logs in the log barn at Coswell (THR#1560), Swansea;
• the floor of a room at Coombe End, Bicheno (Ward, Martin Ferris & Brookes 2017, pp.27 and 120);
• and several structures at Red Banks near Swansea (THR#1464), including the wooden barn and the
stockyards outside the shearing shed.
This suggests that extant Oyster Bay pine structures are uncommon if not rare.
Private Gardenesque-style gardens in Tasmania
The Gardenesque-style garden is rare in Tasmania, another prominent example being that at Brickendon
(THR#5180) established by William Archer (McLeod 2016, p.55). Archer developed his garden
simultaneously with the Merediths’ work at Cambria. Both property owners enjoyed the benefit of convict
labour—although George Meredith appears to have been deprived of some of it in the final years of Arthur’s
governorship from 1833 (Ward). Brickendon and Redlands at Plenty also featured a nut walk. Newstead
House, the nineteenth-century Launceston home of the botanist Ronald Campbell Gunn, had a nut walk until
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the property was carved up for the suburb of Newstead in the 1930s ( ‘Sylvan glade at Newstead’ 1938). Nut
walks are rarities in surviving historic Tasmanian private gardens , being characterized as elements ‘of folly
and pleasure’ (McLeod 2016, p.19).
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Statement of
Significance:
(non-statutory
summary)

Cambria is of historic cultural heritage significance because it demonstrates aspects of early
pastoralism and agriculture in colonial Van Diemen’s Land , including the granting of savannah
woodlands to ‘respectable’ settlers as bastions of the convict assignment system , and the economic
significance of convict labour, wool-growing and resource exploitation (whaling and sealing) in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Cambria is an intact early Colonial-era farming complex commanding a
cultural landscape shaped by Aboriginal burning practices and maintained by European agricultural and
pastoral practices that includes the regular burning of pastures. The place is likely to include surface
and subsurface features and deposits with potential of provide information that can improve
understanding of the layout and functioning of large rural estates. The Cambria barn features an
uncommon or rare example of the use of Oyster Bay pine for uprights. The property retains a fine,
largely intact, well-documented Gardenesque-style garden, containing discrete elements such as the
nut walk, pinetum, shrubbery and curved entry drive (McLeod 2016, p.59). Cambria has a special
association with George Meredith (1778–1856), grazier, whaler, sealer, boat builder and champion of
liberal institutions (including the free press); politician and conservationist Charles Meredith ( 1811–80);
and with Louisa Anne Meredith (1812–95), writer, artist and conservationist. The property has long been
noted for its aesthetic qualities, being described at length and sketched in the 1850s, since which time
it has featured in many books about Tasmania’s heritage and gardens .

Significance:

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the
Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:
a)

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

Cambria demonstrates the early colonial practice of granting of savannah woodlands created by Aboriginal burning
practices to ‘respectable’ settlers as bastions of the convict assignment system and the redeployment of this
savannah woodland primarily as sheep pasture and for cropping. Cambria also demonstrates the economic
significance of convict labour in the development of early Colonial estates, as well as the importance of wool-growing
and resource exploitation (whaling and sealing) in developing early Van Diemen’s Land. The largely intact
nineteenth-century garden around the house is important historically as one of the best examples of the Gardenesque
style in Tasmania (McLeod 2016, p.59). The estate’s cultural landscape was originally shaped by Aboriginal burning
practices and its open character maintained by European agricultural and pastoral practices including regular burning
of pastures. In the nineteenth century the home farm at Cambria was headquarters for a much larger estate that
included several other nearby farms, grazing runs at Kearneys Bogs and on the Doctors Hills, tenant farms and
timber harvesting on the Doctors Hills.
b)

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Cambria includes a barn which is an uncommon or rare example of the use of Oyster Bay pine. Oyster Bay pine was
once a popular East Coast building timber but stands are now few, as are surviving examples of buildings in which it
features. The property retains a fine, largely intact, well-documented Gardenesque-style garden, containing discrete
elements such as Arcadia, the nut walk, the shrubbery, the pinetum and curved entry drive (McLeod 2016, p.59). The
Gardenesque-style garden is rare in Tasmania (McLeod 2016, p.55).
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c)

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s
history.

Cambria has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the pattern of evolution of
an important East Coast agricultural property developed during the earlier part of the nineteenth century. Cambria is
likely to have surface and subsurface remains and deposits associated with various features and activities including
buildings, outbuildings, workers’ huts, shepherds’ huts, stockyards, sawpits, lime kilns and other farm infrastructure
that have the potential to yield information about the form, functions and spatial layout of the place along with aspects
of nineteenth century Tasmanian rural culture including class and gender differences , economic fluctuations, and
changing rural practices and technologies. The surviving letters, farm diaries and rations books, which detail farming
operations, timber getting, lime and mortar production, the burning regime and labour practices may provide additional
opportunities for the interpretation of structures and deposits. The gardens and orchards have the potential to yield
information about heritage species and the development of the Gardenesque style within Tasmania .
d)

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s
history.

Cambria is a fine and intact example of an early Colonial-era farming estate, consisting of the main house, barn,
stable, entrance avenue and mature plantings and surrounding paddocks. It demonstrates traditional early
nineteenth-century concerns with finding a settlement site that commanded fresh water, shelter, a fine prospect of the
surrounding area and in the case of the East Coast, access to shipping. Cambria emulates a grand English estate
with associated pleasure grounds. The largely intact nineteenth-century Gardenesque-style garden and curved
entrance avenue, designed to tantalise visitors with glimpses of house and garden before they arrive, were an
expression of the owner’s wealth and importance (McLeod 2016, pp.40–41).
e)

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

Cambria features a fine, largely intact example of a Gardenesque-style garden, designed to harmonise with the
house, and a curved entrance avenue designed to tantalise the visitor with glimpses of both garden and the house
before arrival at the front door and to express the owner’s wealth and importance .
f)

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded
g)

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

George Meredith (1778–1856), grazier, whaler, sealer, boat builder and champion of the free press, was a significant
figure in the early history of Van Diemen’s Land. He established the Cambria property, lived there 1821–56 and
designed the house. Politician Charles Meredith (1811–80) spent thirteen years on the Cambria Estate before moving
to New South Wales. Along with his wife Louisa Anne Meredith (1812–95), writer, artist and conservationist, he
afterwards stayed at Cambria only as a guest and tenant but lived on an adjacent Meredith property. Louisa Anne
Meredith has a special association with Cambria because of her detailed description of it in the picturesque vein in
her book My home in Tasmania (originally published 1852). This description has been cited by Meredith’s
biographers, historians and experts on built heritage and gardens. She also sketched the property in her book.
h)

The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

Cambria has been known for its aesthetic qualities since 1852, when Louisa Anne Meredith described it at length as if
it was a transplanted English rural estate and sketched it in her book My home in Tasmania. The house and its
gardens were also sketched by Bishop Nixon in 1852. Cambria has a fine, largely intact, well-documented
Gardenesque-style garden, containing discrete elements such as Arcadia, the nut walk, the shrubbery, pinetum and
curved entry drive (McLeod 2016, p.59). It has featured in books about built heritage and gardens, including
Robertson and Craig’s Early houses of northern Tasmania (1966), Lucas, Joyce and Rushbrooke’s Australian country
houses (1987); Forsyth’s Remembered gardens (2006), Bennett and Warner’s Country houses of Tasmania (2009)
and Ward, Ferris and Brookes’ Houses and estates of old Glamorgan (2017).
PLEASE NOTE

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the
Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not
intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage
values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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Note
1. Lots 1, 2, 3 & 4 represent the registered boundary for 'Cambria', #12021 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 1 is the partial parcel of FR 148001/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and described
on page 2.
3. Lot 2 is the whole of FRs 104887/4 & 151739/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and
described on page 2.
4. Lot 3 is the partial parcel of FR 148001/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and described
on page 2.
5. Lot 4 is the partial parcel of FR 251306/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and described
on page 3.
6. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless otherwise described, details of individual land parcel boundaries
may be accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).
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B-C. Straight line
C. Corner node of footway parcel (FR 122591/135)
C-A. Parcel boundary

Belmont House
archaelogical site:
A circle 30m in radius,
centred at
588150E, 5338380N.

Lot 2 is the whole of FRs
104887/4 & 151739/1
the boundary of which is
marked by a heavy black
line and described below.
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Note

1. Lot 4 represents part of the registered boundary for 'Cambria', #12021 on theTasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 4 is the partial parcel of FR 251306/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and described below.
3. All boundaries are parcel boundaries, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be accessed through the
Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

Point & Boundary Description
Lot 4 is a circle with a 100m radius positioned 585820E, 533620N
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