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Setting: The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens are located on the eastern side of the 230 hectare (568 acre) 

Queens Domain, two kilometres north of the Hobart CBD. The Gardens are situated within a precinct that 

includes Government House Estate (THR#2926), Victoria Powder Magazine, Guard House & Jetty 

(THR#2920), Coastal Wireless Station (THR#2931), Soldiers Memorial Avenue (THR#11987), Cenotaph 

(THR#7137), numerous public sporting facilities and bushland. The Gardens are bounded by the Domain 

Highway and the River Derwent on the east and north, the Lower Domain Road to the west, and Government 

House Estate directly south.

Description: The RTBG is a State Government organisation, governed by the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens Act 

2002 and administered by the Department of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and the Environment 

(DPIPWE). The seven-member Board is appointed by, and reports to, the Minister for Heritage.  The Board 

is responsible for managing, conserving and enhancing the RTBG in accordance with the Act .  The RTBG is 

a major tourism attraction and plays a significant role in Tasmania’s Visitor Economy .

The Gardens are approximately 14 hectares in size and incorporate lawns, plant collections, trees of 

national significance, the Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre (Seedbank), numerous built features and 

associated infrastructure.

The following features and living collections have been identified as notable elements of the Gardens’ cultural 

landscape and have high historic cultural heritage values, unless otherwise stated:

1. Main entrance gates (1878) and Avenue

Marking the formal entrance to the Gardens, the gates are located on the western boundary, close to Lower 
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Domain Road. The Victorian-era wrought iron gates are highly elaborate, with lacework and the royal coat of 

arms of the United Kingdom atop. There are three square pillars capped with finials, a set of double gates 

and a single pedestrian gate sit between the pillars. Simple palisade iron fencing (of later construction than 

the gates) on a sandstone plinth flank the gates. The gates are approached via a road flanked by an avenue 

of mature pine trees.

2. Gatekeeper’s Cottage (1845)

The modest stone cottage sits in close vicinity to the main entrance gates. It is constructed from coursed 

rubble sandstone from the Domain Quarry that has been painted; the gabled roof is clad in grey Colorbond 

with one low simple chimney. A small entrance porch sits centrally on the southern elevation (reconstructed 

in 1999) and a c1920s timber extension to the northern elevation. The eastern and western elevations have 

paired arch windows with stone sills, drip moulds and engaged column detail.

Internally the stone walls are plastered and the original configuration of rooms remains. The cottage retains 

timber joinery, including twelve-pane windows, four-panel doors, skirtings, architraves, flooring, staircase to 

the two-roomed attic and mantelpieces. The basement has sandstone walls, and a combination of timber 

flooring and compacted earth.

3. Arthur Wall (1829)

The Arthur Wall extends north-south for 120 metres along the western boundary of the Gardens. On the 

Gardens’ exterior side it is coursed sandstone with dressed ashlar pillars . The interior Gardens side is face 

brick laid in a combination of English bond and English garden bond. The wall is divided into 13 bays of 

various sizes by pilasters that house the flues and fireboxes for heating the wall; substantial brick 

buttresses sit at the northern end of the wall. The wall is 550mm wide with 780mm piers, and varies in 

height from 4.4 metres to 2.1 metres. A doorway in the south end of the wall with solid timber door , 

functioned as the entrance to the Gardens for many years. Former openings and structural fixings for the 

1829 hot house (also known as the Pineapple House) are evident on the Gardens side.

4. Superintendent’s Cottage/Administration Building (1829)

The Superintendent’s Cottage sits at the southern end of the Gardens . The building is accessed through a 

small grassed courtyard with a central path that is bounded on the north and west by a tall manicured 

hedge. In the centre of the path is a stone sundial that features carved representations of the first 

Superintendent, William Davidson, and his family thought to be created by convict stonemason Daniel 

Herbert.

The Garden’s Depot is located directly south and east of the cottage comprising potting shed , glasshouses, 

crib rooms, workshop and stores and are of no heritage significance; the Eardley- Wilmott Wall is adjacent 

to the eastern elevation of the Superintendent’s Cottage.

Originally constructed as two separate buildings with a central courtyard, which was enclosed in 1917, the 

single-storey stone building is accessed from the western elevation. This elevation shows the development 

of the structure - 1829 sandstone section with Gothic style pointed window and quatrefoil detail above, and 

1917, sandstone rubble wall, timber verandah, and large timber bay window with casement windows. The 

northern elevation has a series of pointed arch window and a faceted bay window. The building has varied 

roof forms clad in corrugated iron and decorative stone chimneys. Internally the cottage retains its original 

room layout, window surrounds, rounded plaster door architraves and fixed picture rails to the walls of the 

1917 infill.

5. Eardley Wilmot Wall (1843-1846)

The Eardley Wilmot Wall is an ‘L’ shaped brick construction of garden wall bond and brick coping . With an 

average height of 3.6 metres, the wall runs from the northern boundary of the Gardens (Domain Highway) for 

approximately 185 metres to the Government House boundary, the wall then continues west for 

approximately 100 metres, separating the Gardens into two areas. The northern end of the wall finishes in a 

squat octagonal pillar with dressed sandstone coping. There are brick buttresses along the wall, dividing it 

into bays of approximately 6.8 metres. An opening originally existed in the south-east corner of the two 

sections. Four archways were added in the mid-1960s, and a rectangular brick toilet block was added to the 

northern end in 1984; the toilet addition is of no heritage significance.

6. Conservatory (1939)

A single-storey building oriented north-south, constructed from dressed sandstone blocks, repurposed 

following the demolition of the old Royal Hobart Hospital in 1939; the foundation stone sits on the northern 

elevation. The Conservatory has painted timber trusses that form a hipped and skillion roof structure clad 

with opaque polycarbonate sheeting; a band of timber-framed opaque windows sits atop the sandstone 

walls. The building is accessed from the north and south elevations via squat stone porches with double 

timber doors salvaged from Rundle the Jewellers Liverpool Street store when it was refurbished ( GML 2007, 

p.24-5).

Externally the building has a rectangular form, however, internally the plan is cruciform with coloured 

concrete floors flanked by raised garden beds viewed through wide sandstone archways. A circular water 

feature sits in the centre of the building.

7. Tea Room (1954)

The 1954 Tea Room has been extended a number of times, however, the core of the original building still sits 

largely intact within the later Gardens’ Visitor Centre. The Tea Room is a two-storey sandstone structure 

with the lower level set into the contoured slope. The lower level has banding detail, steel-framed glazing and 

sandstone lintels; a row of porthole windows, which can be seen internally on the lower ground level, mark 

the former exterior wall of the 1954 Tea Room. The upper level, which houses the restaurant, retains some 
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original features, including large sections of steel-framed glazing to the north-eastern elevation, and a band 

of raised plaster botanic reliefs to the internal walls (GML 2007, p.26). In 1999 a deck was added to the 

north-eastern elevation and alterations made to the glazing to incorporate doors. The adjacent Visitor 

Centre, opened in 1999, has no heritage significance.

8. Wombat One Shelter (1980)

A post and beam hut constructed from Tasmanian timber, Wombat One is located at the northern end of the 

Gardens. The platform, made from prefabricated pallets, is supported by celery top pine piers. Partially 

enclosed, the structure has a combination of sliding screens, panels and fixed railing. The corrugated iron 

roof is a self-supporting vault with a double-skin centre section and no gutters. The shelter is designed to be 

a flexible and transportable structure.

9. Anniversary Arch (1913; 1968)

Constructed of pale fine-grained sandstone, the Anniversary Arch originally created in 1913 to span the 

entrance of the AMP Society’s Elizabeth Street building, was relocated to the western side of the Gardens 

in 1968 to mark the 150th anniversary. The northern face of the arch features highly elaborate carving, 

including acanthus leaves, two roundels with ‘1818’ and ‘1968’ in raised lettering, and egg and dart border 

(added in 1968). The top of the Arch has a rendered screed to shed water . A bronze plaque sits on the 

northern face of the plinth.

10.  Reservoir/Lily Pond (1848)

Originally established as a reservoir for irrigation within the Gardens, the now bell-shaped Lily Pond sits near 

the western boundary close to Lower Domain Road, in a small dell surrounded by terraced gardens planted 

with a backdrop of conifers/Pinetum. The pond is a display garden of water-loving perennial plants. In 2018, 

to mark the Garden’s 200th anniversary, a series of timber lily pad-style decks were added to the pond.

Archaeological Potential

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is of historic cultural heritage significance because it has the 

potential to provide information that may contribute to a greater understanding of the evolution of horticultural 

practices, garden design, botanical collecting and public recreation in Tasmania. The Gardens are likely to 

contain surface and subsurface features and deposits including pathways, planting beds, ¬and other 

structures that have the potential to yield evidence relating to early farming of the area, the historical 

development of the Gardens, and the construction and operation of the Arthur Wall as outlined in Godden 

Mackay Logan, ‘Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, Conservation Management Plan’, Unpublished 

Report, May 2009, pp. 96-110, 125-130.

The following features and living collections have been identified as elements of the Gardens’ cultural 

landscape and heritage values, that contribute to the historic cultural heritage significance of the Gardens, 

unless otherwise stated:

11. Japanese Garden (1985)

Located in the north-eastern side of the Gardens, the Japanese Garden incorporates traditional features, 

including Teahouse, Water Wheel House, pond, raised platforms, bridge and Japanese plant species; the 

built elements are constructed from timber and stone. The Japanese Garden is of contributory heritage 

significance.

12.Floral Clock (1968)

Located approximately 80 metres north of the Tea Rooms the Floral Clock sits on a slight slope . A low 

square feature, the perimeter wall is sandstone block construction with a decorative stone apron at ground 

level on three sides. The clock is nine metres square and is driven by an electrical mechanism housed in a 

concrete well below. Commemorative signage is fixed to the perimeter wall. The floral clock is of contributory 

heritage significance.

13. Tasmanian Fernery (1964)

The Fernery sits on a steep hill and features a cascading creek with a series of pools planted with ferns. 

Sandstone paths and steps run up each side, there is a timber boardwalk with balustrade. The larger 

framework is unpainted tubular steel covered with cyclone wire mesh, and the walls are lined with vertical 

tea-tree and fern-tree trunks. The fernery is of contributory heritage significance.

14. North East entrance gate (c1876)

The North East entrance gates form part of the Garden boundary on the eastern side, along the Domain 

Highway. The gates are formed by two square sandstone pillars with hinged iron gates, and stone retaining 

walls flank the gates. The gates mark the main entrance to the Gardens from the adjacent railway station, 

since demolished, which operated from 1876 to 1974. The North East entrance gate is of contributory 

heritage significance.

15. Sub-Antarctic plant house (2000)

The Sub-Antarctic plant house is a tear-shaped building constructed from rendered concrete blocks, a steel 

frame supports a ‘polygal’ roof, and an additional free standing steel structure supports a secondary roof 

with shade cloth. There is no guttering and a large sub-soil drain finished in coarse granite stones surrounds 

the perimeter of the building. A single door accesses an air lock. The building houses a collection of plants 

that require controlled environmental conditions. The internal walls feature a painted mural of Macquarie 

Island by artist John Lendis. The Sub-Antarctic plant house was built as a prototype climate-controlled 

exhibition building. The Sub-Antarctic plant house is of contributory heritage significance.

16. Fuchsia House (1958)

An octagonal shaped structure constructed from galvanised pipes with corrugated polycarbonate and 

colourbond roof, and V-shaped timber lattice sections that project from the octagonal form. A reinforced 
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concrete column sits in the centre of the structure. Internally the space has concrete block pavers and 

raised beds and planters built from cut sandstone blocks. The Fuchsia House has been highly modified and 

has some contributory heritage significance.

17. Tasmanian Community Food Garden (Pete’s Patch)

The site of productive plantings since 1806 - Hangan’s garden and orchard, Government House vegetable 

beds until the 1950s, the Economic Garden and Pete’s Patch in the late twentieth century - the Tasmanian 

Community Food Gardens was redeveloped in 2013 to incorporate raised garden beds, pathways, Easy 

Access Garden, Education POD and Round House. The use of the area as a community and food garden 

has high social significance, however, the Education Pod and Round House are of no heritage significance.

18. French Memorial Fountain (1972)

Constructed from large sections of Huon Pine, the main section comprises a large trunk with sections that 

extend down to semi-circular funnels fixed from underneath. A bronze plaque, also designed by the artist, 

Stephen Walker, names the fountain ‘Antipodean Voyage’. The sculpture sits within an existing pond, 

surrounded by decking and railing, and Tasmanian plant species. The French Memorial Fountain is of 

contributory heritage significance.

Living collections at the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens

The Gardens’ exceptional living collections include Sub-Antarctic plants, conifers, palms, threatened 

species, native plants as well as the State’s primary Seedbank of Tasmanian species . These collections 

have significance as a resource that continues to inform scientific research and ensure long-term security 

and conservation of Tasmania’s native plant species. The Gardens includes numerous trees, including 

conifers, palms and oaks that are individually notable for their outstanding aesthetic contribution, 

dimensions, age, venerableness or historic associations. These specimens are important elements of the 

cultural landscape of the Gardens.

The Seedbank enhances the Garden’s role in the research and conservation of Tasmania’s native flora , 

however, it is not regulated or managed in accordance with the provisions of the Historic Cultural Heritage 

Act 1995.

The Herbarium, housed at the Gardens from 1941 to 1946, is part of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 

(TMAG) and is managed under the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Act 2017.

History: NOTE: A more comprehensive history of the Royal Botanical Gardens is available in Godden 

Mackay Logan, ‘Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, Conservation Management Plan’, 

Unpublished Report, May 2009.

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens lies within the territory of the Mouheneenner band of the Southeast 

tribe (GML 20009, p.9).

Hangan’s Farm

European settlement of Van Dieman’s Land began when Hobart Town was established by British settlers at 

Sullivan’s Cove in February 1804, following an initial exploratory camp at Risdon Cove. Gardens and farms 

were quickly established to provide food when provisions were exhausted. A large government garden was 

located in the area now surrounded by Macquarie, Harrington, Liverpool and Barrack streets (1805, UTas 

Library Special and Rare Collection, James Backhouse Walker plan of Hobart Town) and another at Farm 

Bay, New Town (Cornelian Bay). As the fledgling settlement of Hobart Town developed, a number of grants 

were made in the area between Hobart and New Town by Commander David Collins , first 

Lieutenant-Governor of Van Diemen’s Land, including 14 acres to Leonard Fosbrook at Macquarie Point, 24 

acres to George Guest at Macquarie Point and 50 acres to Jane and John Hangan at what is now known as 

Pavilion Point below Government House (GML 2009, p.13-14).

Jane and John arrived in Van Diemen’s Land aboard the HMS Calcutta , a convict ship that sailed from 

England in 1803 to establish a penal settlement at Port Philip. John had been sentenced to seven years 

transportation for theft, and Jane Heels, a free woman, was accompanying her first husband, a convict 

sentenced to a life term and who died at the Port Philip settlement before it was abandoned in favour of Van 

Diemen’s Land (RTBG 2018, p13; TAHO CON22/1/1 p433). Jane Heels and John Hangan were later married 

in Van Diemen’s Land in 1804 by Reverend Knopwood (TAHO RGD36/1/1 no7). Their property at Pavilion 

Point was referred to as Hangan’s Farm, Hangan’s Point or Rocky Farm, where they grew food for the 

fledgling colony, including wheat, barley and potatoes.

The Hangans sold their farm to surgeon William Hopley and moved to a property further along the River 

Derwent. Hopley sold the land to Rowland Walpole Loane, a Hobart merchant in 1813 (GML 2009, p.13-14).

Queens Domain

In 1811 Lachlan Macquarie, Governor of New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, visited the colony, 

issuing instructions for the future development of Hobart Town, including the selection of a site for a new 

Government House at Macquarie Point. Macquarie extended his instructions in 1817, informing 

Lieutenant-Governor Sorell of his ‘intention of reserving the Lands along the River from Macquarie Point to 

New Town for Government’, known as the Government Domain, later the Queens Domain (GML 2009, p14).

The use of the term ‘Domain’ to describe land attached to colonial Government Houses is thought to have 

originally developed in the Australian colonies, and gradually came to be applied to a form of public land and 

was frequently associated with colonial-era botanic gardens, as they often developed from the original 

government food gardens (GML 2009, p14).

Government Garden

Rowland Walpole Leone’s purchase of the Hangan farm was directly affected by Macquarie’s decision to 

establish the Government Domain. Soon after purchase, the property was fenced off by the Colonial 
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Government and Loane was unable to establish his legal right of ownership. By 1818 a fence enclosed all 

the government land between Hobart and New Town, and a Government Garden was established on the 

site.  Government accounts detail payment to Mr J Faber, described as the Superintendent of the 

Government Gardens and Grounds; 1818 is regarded as the official establishment of the Botanical Gardens 

(Brennan 2017, p13).

The Government Gardens, although not officially a public garden, was a ‘perk’ of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 

tenure and also a popular place of recreation on Sundays for the residents of Hobart Town There are few 

details available about the Government Gardens during Governor Sorell’s administration (1816-1824), 

however, later reports suggest that it was not well kept. In 1821 the overseer was dismissed after selling 

produce, an activity that was to cause the downfall of a number of later superintendents ( GML 2009, p15).

Plans for Government House and Gardens

The land that was part of Hangan’s Farm was formally conveyed to the Government by Loane in 1828. It is 

speculated that the timing of the conveyance was related to Lieutenant- Governor George Arthur’s plans to 

build a new Government House (GML 2009, p14; Brennan 2017, p13; Green ADB).

The first Government House was constructed on Macquarie Street (currently occupied by the Town Hall and 

Franklin Square) in 1807, a modest structure of three rooms that was added to and repaired for a period of 

50 years. By the time Governor Arthur arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1824 the building was already 

regarded as too small, incommodious and in a state of decay (GML 2009, p14). However, Governor Arthur’s 

plans for a new Government House at Pavilion Point had not proceeded very far before he was ordered to 

stop due to the extravagance of the proposal. Instead the old building in Macquarie Street was repaired and 

extended (GML 2009, p15). A new Government House was completed to the south of the Gardens in 1858 

(THR#2926).

Botanic(al) and Public Gardens

Although Arthur had to abandon plans for a new Government House his interest in the Gardens continued . 

On Arthur’s instruction the convict workers were transferred from the old Government Garden in Macquarie 

Street to the ‘Paddock garden’. In 1826 George Moore, formerly in charge of the Government Gardens in 

New Norfolk, was appointed overseer of the Domain, including the Garden, and lived on site (GM 2009, 

p.16). In 1828 Arthur wrote ‘It was my wish that a Botanical garden be proceeded with on the Domain, and I 

had hoped it might have commenced this season, nothing having been done in collecting plants, shrubs etc 

with which the colony abounds…’ (GML 2009, p15). Arthur’s use of the term ‘botanical’ remains as part of 

the formal name for the Botanical Gardens although ‘botanic’ is the term more commonly used in naming 

such gardens (GML 2009, p15).

Botanic gardens are cultural and scientific organisations dedicated to the collection, cultivation and display 

of plants. Colonial expansion and white settlement of Australia coincided with an era of increased interest in 

botany and horticulture in Europe. In an age of exploration and discovery previously unknown species of 

plants were being collected and botanic gardens established as adjuncts to educational institutions in 

Europe, including Oxford, Pisa, Padua and Kew (BGCI ‘The History of Botanic Gardens’).

Established in 1759, the influence of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew were critical in the establishment of 

many colonial botanic gardens, as samples from the collection were used to create new botanic gardens in 

the British colonies, including Australia, Singapore and Sri Lanka; by the 1850s major botanic gardens had 

been established in Sydney, Hobart, Melbourne and Brisbane. In their original context, botanic gardens were 

scientific centres where plants were displayed according to various botanical classifications, rather than as 

ornamental gardens; Herbariums, for the collection of pressed specimens, were attached. During the 

nineteenth century, however, botanic gardens, including those established in Australia, developed a greater 

emphasis as pleasure gardens and public spaces allowing visitors to escape crowded and busy city life 

(Laidlaw 2015, p13).

William Davidson & development of the Gardens

In late 1828 William Davidson, ‘an experienced horticulturalist’, was appointed the first Superintendent of the 

Gardens, on the condition of receiving a salary of one hundred pounds and a residence. Designed in 1829 

the Superintendent’s Cottage was built on one side of a courtyard , and barracks for the men employed at 

the Gardens being on the other side; the courtyard was roofed over in 1917 ( GML 2009, p18). Under 

Davidson the Gardens developed rapidly, seed was ordered from England, a supply of horse dung negotiated 

from the army, 13 acres (five hectares) were cleared and enclosed, 130 species of native plant and seed 

were exported to England (Brennan 2017, p14).

The Arthur Wall

As the Gardens came under the control of the Engineers Department ( the forerunner to the Public Works 

Department) Colonial Engineer and Architect John Lee Archer was Davidson’s immediate superior 

(GML2009, p17). In 1829 plans for a heated brick and sandstone wall with a series of flues, ducts and 

fireboxes, on which exotic fruits and flowers could be grown, were submitted by Archer; heated walls were 

popular in Britain during the early nineteenth century. The wall seems to have been used very little, as fruit 

trees flourished without the need for artificial heat; the wall was criticised by the local press as a white 

elephant. In the same year a large hot house (also known as the ‘Pineapple House’) was constructed by 

convict labour against the wall; the structure was demolished c1896 ( GML 2009, p19, 98, 117; Knaggs 

2002, p2). The southern end of the wall incorporated a doorway used as the official entrance until 1878. In 

1829 a large selection of plants for the Government Garden from Britain ordered by Arthur in 1826 arrived, 

including a wide variety of grains, and vegetable seeds, ornamental and fruit trees, and cones of trees such 

as the Cedar of Lebanon. Various exotic species were acquired through other individuals , such as 
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pineapples, bulb roots and a Ficus elastic (GML 2009, p20). By 1830 a chain gang of 12 convicts was 

assigned to tend the Gardens and clear the Domain (Brennan 2017, p16). 

The Cabbage Bag Affair

In August 1834 Davidson was dismissed as a result of the ‘cabbage bag affair’ , when it was discovered that 

the Superintendent was sending vegetables to a clerk in the Commissariat without authority ( GML 2009, p2; 

Brennan 2017, p16). The illicit distribution of produce from the Government Garden as well as public access 

were ongoing issues, a letter to the editor of the Colonial Times in 1831 stated ‘SIR, - Observing in the 

columns of your Contemporary, the Courier, a warm commendation of the Government Garden, or as it is 

there styled, “Our Government Garden” allow me to enquire, whether or not it is designed for the advantage 

of the public , as is usual I apprehend with establishments of this description in other places, or is it to be 

confined as heretofore, to the exclusive enjoyment of a select few? If the former be the case, can you inform 

me, under what regulation the public are admitted; if the latter, why such things should be? ’ (Colonial Times 

7 September 1831 p4).

Martin Tobin

In the 10 years following Davidson’s dismissal superintendents followed in quick succession . The next to be 

appointed was Martin Tobin, who served six years. During this period the Gardens and Government Farm 

were separated from the Engineers Department, leaving Tobin in charge of his own requisitions and returns 

with a drastically reduced workforce due to restrictions imposed by Arthur (GML 2009, p21). Little is known 

about Tobin’s management of the Garden as few documents have survived . Tobin was dismissed by 

Lieutenant-Governor Franklin in late 1840 and was replaced by J Herbertson, who remained in charge until 

the Royal Society took over the Government Garden in 1844 (GML 2009, p23).

Sir John Eardley-Wilmot

During Sir John Eardley-Wilmot’s tenure as Governor (1843-1846) a substantial ‘L’ shaped brick wall 280 

metres long was constructed by convict labour in an attempt to keep grasshoppers out of his garden ( GML 

2009, p98). The wall marked the south-eastern boundary of the Gardens for many years, and had a doorway 

connecting to Government House grounds; the area within the angle of the wall was once used as a produce 

garden and orchard by Government House and was separated from the rest of the Botanical Gardens by a 

picket fence. A number of additions and alterations were made to the wall in the 1960s (Knaggs 2002, 

‘Eardley Wilmot Wall B34’; RTBG ‘Historic Structures’).

The Royal Society of Tasmania

In 1844 the Colonial Government transferred management of the Government Garden to the Horticultural and 

Botanical Society of Van Diemen’s Land (later named The Royal Society of Tasmania) established in Van 

Diemen’s Land in 1843 by Sir John Eardley-Wilmot; a plot of four acres was retained for the Governor’s 

vegetable garden, which was later transferred to the Botanical Gardens in the early twentieth century ( GML 

2009, p25). Established to advance historic, scientific and technological knowledge, the Society introduced 

a series of by-laws for the Gardens which included the valid sale of plants, seed, fruit and cuttings, and free 

public admission every day of the week. The Royal Society of Tasmania is the oldest scientific society in 

Australia, and the third oldest in the Commonwealth (Brennan 2017, p17). 

The Secretary of the Society moved into the existing Superintendent’s cottage , and a new cottage designed 

by colonial architect William Porden Kay was constructed for the Superintendent using stone from the 

Domain Quarry. The cottage has had many functions, ranging from a porters’ lodge to tea rooms and offices, 

and has been known as the Gatekeeper’s Cottage, the Overseer’s Cottage and the Friends’ Cottage 

(Brennan 2017, p41; GML 2009, p25). 

Gardenesque

By the mid-nineteenth century the gardenesque style of planting was increasing in popularity over the 

picturesque style, which applied a more formal design. Gardenesque was a style of garden design attributed 

to John Claudius Louden (1783-1843), an English garden writer and publisher, who championed an 

emphasis on an artistic and eclectic planting and display of plants. The Royal Society set about 

establishing a true botanic garden by dividing it into three compartments – for the botanical arrangement of 

plants classified and labelled, for the cultivation of plants used in agriculture, medicine and the arts, and the 

reception and acclimatisation of trees, fruits and plants introduced into the colony, based on the model 

recommended Loudon (Baskin 1996, p.20; GHD 2008, p.32).

James Dickinson and Francis William Newman

Nurseryman, Quaker and former convict James Dickinson was Superintendent for a period in 1845, followed 

by Francis William Newman. Newman continued to expand and organise the Garden, introducing 250 

species from New Zealand, mainland Australia and North America and 28 varieties of apples from England. 

By the end of Newman’s term there was a botanic flower garden, experimental orchard and pinetum; the 

garden retained its formal squared layout and featured a circular garden ( GML 2009, p26). In 1848 a reservoir 

was constructed by damming a small stream that flowed through the gardens to ensure a more reliable 

water supply, now the site of the lily pond (GML 2009, p33).

An 1856 plan of the Gardens shows  a building labelled ‘men’s quarters’ on the western side of the Arthur 

Wall, however, it had been demolished by 1909 (GML 2009, p99).

Pinetum and Palm Collection

It was during this time that the Pinetum (a plantation of trees/conifers for scientific and ornamental 

purposes) was established above the reservoir (lily pond). Exotic palms were imported into the Gardens from 

the late 1850s, including a Chilean wine palm, however, the majority of the collection was later relocated to 

the northern section of the Gardens in the early twentieth century (GML 2009, p25; pers. comm N Tapson 7 
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May 2019).

Francis Abbott Junior

Francis Abbott Junior was appointed Superintendent in 1859 with a vision that ‘establishments of this kind 

should be educational, scientific and practical in their tendencies’. Abbott, who had worked under Newman 

for nine years, remained Superintendent for over 40 years. During this period Abbott consolidated the 

Gardens by focusing on their scientific and educational role, and on cultivating plants that were not 

commonly available in the local nurseries (Brennan 2017, p17).

A number of improvements were made at the Gardens during the 1870s, including reclamation of land along 

the River Derwent that added an area of three acres at the bottom of the Gardens, allowing for the 

construction of the Mail Line Railway, a station, an arboretum, and a wide esplanade along the new 

foreshore. A new entrance was constructed near the Gatekeepers Cottage in 1878 that incorporated 

ornamental wrought iron posts and gates modelled on those at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, which 

replaced the existing narrow doorway in the Arthur Wall (GML 2009, p35).

‘Plants Supplied for the Decoration of Public Places’

During the mid-nineteenth century the cultural landscape of Tasmania was profoundly impacted by The 

Royal Society’s quaintly named program ‘Plants Supplied for the Decoration of Public Places’ . Thousands of 

plants were supplied through members of the Royal Society to schools, churches, government buildings, 

cemeteries and public parks; including Government House, Franklin Square, Cornelian Bay, Cataract Gorge, 

Low Head Pilot Station, Salmon Ponds at Plenty and Port Arthur (RTBG 2007, p4).

Board of Trustees (1885)

In 1885 a Board of Trustees was set up by an Act of Parliament to manage the Tasmanian Museum and 

Botanical Gardens with six members of the Royal Society. Additional funds were allocated to the Gardens 

to upgrade and revitalise the gardens, including replanting, removal of trees, new lawns established, and 

demolition of the 1829 hot house (GML 2009, p38).

John Wardman

John Wardman was appointed Superintendent following Abbott’s death in 1903. During this period a number 

of changes were made to improve visitors’ experiences, including seating and tables, a brick fireplace to boil 

kettles, a children’s playground, small tea house (1908), a conservatory (1909) and new bush house (1910). 

In 1908 a State Forestry Nursery was established at the northern end of the garden, and a cottage for the 

assigned caretaker constructed, however when the Nursery moved in 1912 the cottage became a gardener’s 

residence. A guide to the Garden was produced by Wardman, and a detailed plan was prepared by the 

University of Tasmania c1914 (GML 2009, p39).

In 1917 two and a half acres were transferred from Government House where Tasmanian indigenous species 

were planted. However, in the years following World War One the Gardens struggled with decreased funding , 

leading to the dismissal of staff and closure on Sundays (GML 2009, p40).

Leonard Rodway, Olive Rodway, & the Herbarium

In 1928 Leonard Rodway resigned as a Trustee to become Director of the Gardens ; he was also honorary 

Government botanist, author of The Tasmanian Flora, a standard reference work on indigenous plants, and a 

collector of specimens. Rodway was interested in pursuing the economic role of plants, encouraging the 

Gardens to take up the role as a nursery rather than as a public garden. When the Herbarium was 

established at the Tasmanian Museum in 1928 Rodway transferred his extensive personal collection to it.

The Rodways lived in the Superintendent’s residence. Due to ill-health Rodway retired in 1932 and wife Olive 

took over the position of Acting Director of the Gardens (until 1935) and Keeper of the Herbarium, the first 

woman to undertake this role. In 1941 the Herbarium was transferred to the Gardens, and was located in the 

1912 weatherboard tearoom building adjacent to the Arthur Wall . Following Olive’s retirement from the 

Herbarium in 1941 Winifred Curtis became part time keeper; in 1946 the Herbarium was transferred to the 

University of Tasmania on permanent loan (GML 2009, pp40-41; Hurburgh 1988).

Ira Thornicroft

Ira Thornicroft, from the Dunedin Botanic Gardens, was appointed Superintendent in 1936. He set about a 

program of improvements, planting of more lawn areas, establishment of a rose garden, clearing the pond, 

and construction of a new conservatory using stone from the demolished Royal Hobart Hospital and doors 

salvaged from Rundles the Jewellers Hobart store, and a new tea room built on to the Gatekeepers Cottage. 

An additional section of the Government House vegetable garden was transferred to the Gardens in the late 

1930s. Plans show that during this period paths were relaid in curving lines, transforming the original grid 

pattern that had survived from the Government Garden layout. Construction of a bridge across the River 

Derwent in 1943 necessitated alterations at the bottom of the Gardens through the construction of a 

roadway (now the Domain Highway) to the new bridge, a retaining wall along the new road and terracing of 

the lower garden area (GML 2009, p41-43).

During World War Two a shortage of conservatory plants led Thornicroft to stage a display of miniature 

model gardens from around the world to keep the building open. The homes and gardens of England, 

Holland, France, Mexico, Spain, China and Italy were researched and reproduced in miniatures largely by 

the female employees of the Gardens. Each garden was created using specimens from the gardens held 

together with plasticine, clay figures dressed in national costumes and individually painted houses 

(Conservatory text panel, viewed 7 May 2019).

Despite Thornicroft’s enthusiasm and improvements the Gardens faced difficulties in the post -World War 

Two era, with a lack of funds and resources. In 1950 an Act removed the Gardens from the control of the 

Royal Society, and a new board of trustees was appointed from local and state government, the University 
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and the Royal Society (GML 2009, p26). One of the first major projects initiated by new management was a 

new tearoom to replace the basic addition to the Gatekeeper’s House . The new tearoom opened in 

November 1954 and included an aquarium, aviary and pond (GML 2009, p44).

Dr F Fisher, WA Tobias

Following Thornicroft’s controversial departure from the Gardens , Dr F Fisher was appointed Director. During 

the late 1950s a new fernery was established near the lily pond, with specimens collected from Mount 

Wellington and Collinsvale. WA Tobias was appointed Superintendent in 1960. In 1964 Government House 

donated 2.2 hectares east of the Eardley Wilmot Wall to the Gardens, and four archways were added to the 

wall (RTBG ‘Historic Structures’).

Fuchsia House and Fernery

The octagonal-shaped Fuchsia House was built in 1958 to a design by Philp Lighton Floyd and Beattie at 

the eastern side of the garden. The structure was modified in 1980 by then RTBG landscape architect Josef 

Vitesnik (Knaggs 2002, ‘Fuchsia House’). Originally it showcased a collection of Fuchsia cultivars, however, 

in 2012 the space was redesigned to function as an events space with display beds around the inner walls. 

Similarly the fernery was constructed in 1964, and modified shortly after in 1974. It was used as a display 

house for both exotics and native ferns, but was redeveloped in 2002 to contain Tasmanian ferns and 

associated wet forest species of known provenance (pers. comm. N Tapson 7 May 2019).

Anniversaries and memorials

In 1967 the Gardens became the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens following an application to the Queen 

by the Trustees. To mark the Gardens’ 150th anniversary celebrations in 1968 an ornamental arch, carved 

by local stonemason Mr Amos Vimpany for the former AMP building (1913), was installed in the Garden, 

and a floral clock built by cadets at the Science Centre of the Education Department. The first floral clock 

was built in Edinburgh in 1903 and although initially a popular installation in public gardens, their popularity 

waned through the 20th century, and are now something rarely displayed ( GML 2009, p46, RTBG 2018, p42; 

pers. comm. N Tapson 30 May 2019). Sculptor Stephen Walker carved the French Memorial Fountain from 

Huon Pine in 1972 to commemorate the du Fresne 1772 expedition; the fountain is located in the eastern 

section of the Gardens surrounded by Tasmanian native plantings (Brennan 2017, p43).

Wombat One Pavilion (1979)

Following Richard le Plastrier’s visit to the University of Tasmania’s School of Environmental Design in 1979 

a timber pavilion was constructed at the northern end of the Garden; le Plastrier is an Australian architect 

influenced by south-east Asian and Japanese architecture. Wombat One was a collaborative project 

undertaken by le Plastrier, University students, lecturers, architects, Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 

and the Tasmanian Timber Promotion Board as an experiment in construction techniques and the thoughtful 

use of Tasmanian timbers. Wombat One received two Australian Institute of Architecture design awards 

(RAIA Vol 2 No 60; Pegrum 1984, p.36-7).

Individual garden areas and improvements

Completed in 1984 the Cactus House was a simple glass and portal galvanised steel frame structure set on 

a concrete base faced with sandstone located in the south-eastern section of the Garden. The structure 

contained raised beds holding cacti and succulents and also included external display beds. The Cactus 

House was removed 2013, however parts of the plant collection were relocated to outdoor garden beds 

(Knaggs 2002, ‘Cactus House’).

Between 1985 and 1987 a Japanese garden was established in the eastern section of the garden following 

discussions between Superintendent, Tony May and Lord Mayor of Hobart, Doug Plaister, who had close 

ties to Japan. The garden was designed by Kanjiro Harado from Hobart’s sister city Yaizu , and the Botanical 

Gardens designed an Australian garden for Yaizu; the Japanese Garden was a popular addition. A Chinese 

Garden was established in 1996, following a 1992 expedition to collect plants in their native habitat in China 

(Brennan 2017, p42; GML 2009, p47). In 1995 an organic vegetable garden was established for gardening 

guru Peter Cundall, a presenter on ABC’s Gardening Australia. ‘Pete’s Patch’ was redeveloped and 

extended in 2013 as the Community Food Garden and continues to feature in the television program. A new 

entrance at the northern end, and car park on Lower Domain Road were constructed to provide more 

accessibility to the Gardens in the 1980s (GML 2009, p47).

Bicentenary (2018)

In 2018, the Gardens celebrated its bicentenary, which was marked by a yearlong celebration of events, 

receptions and activities.  The legacy construction feature of the bicentenary was the new and 

award-winning Lily Pad decks (National Winner 2019 Australian Institute of landscape Architects for small 

projects and 2018 Dangerous Design at the Australian Timber Design Awards).  The Lily Pads provided the 

official launch of the Bicentenary when opened by HRH The Prince Edward , Earl of Wessex on 10 April 

2018.  A commemorative book, The Gardens – Celebrating Tasmania’s botanical treasure 1818 – 2018, was 

also produced for the bicentennial year and incorporated content from the local community who shared their 

memories of the Gardens through an open submission process. The Gardens received a significant increase 

in profile though media coverage across the course of the year and experienced record visitation of over 

500,000 for the first time in a single calendar year.

Community

The Royal Tasmania Botanical Gardens is open seven days a week and is a popular venue for a variety of 

community events, including performances, festivals, concerts, exhibitions and celebrations.  A large group 

of volunteers serve as visitor greeters, tour guides, buggy drivers, growing groups (including in the nursey 

and Begonia groups), the Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre and Orchid Conservation Project .  Popular 
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plant sales are held each Spring, featuring numerous varieties of heirloom tomato seedlings, and there are 

also monthly plant sales. The Friends of the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens was formed in 1978 and 

provides support in a range of Gardens’ programs (Brennan 2017, p46).

Research and Conservation

Research and conservation have long been core priorities at the Gardens. The Gardens take an active role in 

the collection and propagation of threatened Tasmanian plant species , including orchids. The Tasmanian 

Seed Conservation Centre (known as the Seedbank) is located at the Gardens and has a dedicated 

collecting program that gathers seed of Tasmania’s native flora with an emphasis on rare and threatened 

species. The Seedbank, since its establishment in 2005, has become the cornerstone of the Botanical 

Gardens conservation strategy holding 1,824 collections of 1,144 taxa and 43.9 million viable seeds to the 

end of June 2018. The nursery also has established seed orchards for plants that are difficult to collect in 

the wild (Brennan 2017 pp.55).The Seedbank aims to deliver the only long-term seed storage facility for 

biodiversity conservation in Tasmania and to provide material for research and for conservation and 

restoration programs in response to the changing climate (pers. comm. N Tapson 30 May 2019).

Comparative analysis

Each Australian capital city has a designated Botanic Garden, Sydney (1816), Perth (1829), Melbourne 

(1846), Adelaide (1854), Brisbane (1855), Darwin (1886) and Canberra (1967), some of which are linked to 

Government Gardens and Domains. Botanic gardens differ from parks and other gardens in holding 

documented collections of plants for the purpose of display, education, scientific research and conservation. 

However, each state also has numerous gardens and parks established by local councils, organisations and 

private individuals. Public parks developed extensively in Tasmania from the 1880s, when Tasmania became 

more prosperous and civic pride was growing (Alexander 2005, p266-7).

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is part of the wider Queens Domain . The Domain comprises 

memorials, built structures, a number of sport and recreation areas, and bushland. In 1860 the site was 

formally presented to the Hobart City Council by the Tasmanian Government for recreation of citizens , as 

was Franklin Square, site of the former government house (THR#2333).

In Tasmania Launceston Cataract Gorge (THR#3955), Launceston was developed as a Victorian pleasure 

ground by the Launceston City and Suburbs Improvement Association in the 1880s. The Gorge features 

tracks, huts and cottages, exotic and native plant gardens, viewing areas and lookouts, a band rotunda, tea 

rooms, playground, swimming pool, suspension bridge over the river basin and mature plantings. The Gorge 

is a unique example of a Victorian pleasure garden and wild park area adjacent to a large city . The Royal 

Tasmanian Botanical Gardens supplied a number of exotic species , including radiata pine, Lawson’s 

cypress, Himalayan cedar, Monterey cypress and New Zealand cabbage tree ( RTBG 2007, p22-3)

City Park in Launceston (THR#11799) was founded in the early nineteenth century as the site of Government 

Cottage (c1806), but developed by Launceston City Council in the mid-nineteenth century as a Victorian 

style park. Similar to the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, City Park has exotic and mature plantings, 

memorials, and a number of structures and buildings, including a conservatory and Superintendent’s 

cottage.

Princes Park, Hobart is located on the site of Mulgrave Battery established in 1817 (THR#1653). Following 

the dismantling of the Derwent Defence Network, the site was offered to Hobart City Council for public 

recreation in 1881 and developed following the European tradition of urban improvement for parks and 

gardens. The former Guard House and Signal Station (1818) sits within sloped lawns and mature trees.

In 1906, 4000 acres on Mount Wellington became Mountain Park, and in 1905 Mr Foster Leek bought land 

on the Mersey Bluff at Devonport and set up a Tea Garden and Museum; the area later became the Mersey 

Bluff reserve (Alexander 2005, p266-7).

St David’s Park (THR#2288), Hobart was established in 1919 when ownership was transferred to Hobart City 

Council. The site was the first burial ground in Tasmania (1804) and at least 900 people were buried there, 

although some were later reinterred at Cornelian Bay Cemetery. Some substantial memorials remain in the 

Park and headstones installed in a memorial wall. A large rotunda sits on the grassed lawns surrounded by 

mature European trees.

Perry Ling Gardens (THR#10963) in Penguin is an example of private individuals, Max Perry and Gordon 

Ling, beautifying coastal reserve in the early 1980s. The Gardens are approximately one kilometre long 

featuring native and exotic species. Central Coast Council took over responsibility for maintaining the area in 

the 1990s. The Perry Ling Gardens are a landmark on the north-west coast and a substantial example of an 

ornamental community garden.
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

Established in 1818, the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is part of a group of nationally significant 

botanic gardens established in Australian capital cities throughout the nineteenth century . The 

development of the Gardens over a period of two hundred years exhibits an ongoing commitment to the 

exchange of scientific knowledge and research, and the collection, propagation, display and 

conservation of native and exotic flora. The Gardens’ exceptional living collection of exotic and native 

species have significance as a resource that continues to inform scientific research and ensure 

long-term security and conservation of Tasmania’s native plant species .

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens has a history of creative and technical achievement through 

built structures and programs linked to collection, propagation and scientific research. The highly intact 

Arthur Wall was constructed in 1829 to create a microclimate for exotic fruit trees and flowers; it is the 

only extant heated wall remaining in an Australian public garden . The Gardens have the potential to yield 

information that may contribute to a greater understanding of Tasmania’s history relating to early farming 

of the area, historical growth and development of the Gardens, including pathways, construction and 

operation of the Arthur Wall and other structures and infrastructure .

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens have strong and special meaning to Tasmania for its natural , 

social, aesthetic and recreational values since 1818. The organised and designed aesthetic of the 

Gardens contrasts effectively with the natural and open parkland setting of the Queens Domain . The 

combination of mature plantings, sloping lawns, historic structures and features, lily pond and plant 

collections express the evolution of garden design, display and embellishment influenced by a 

translation of British and European influences that have created a picturesque landscape.

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is synonymous with the names of a broad range of individuals 

who are associated with its creation, development and management, making a vital contribution to the 

history, research, education and conservation in Tasmania, including Lieutenant-Governor William 

Sorell, Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur and Sir John Eardley-Wilmot; the Gardens also have strong 

historical and scientific associations with The Royal Society of Tasmania . A number of superintendents 

made significant contributions to the living collections, such as William Davidson, Francis William 

Newman, Francis Abbott Junior, Leonard Rodway, and Olive Rodway, the first woman to take up the 

position of Director of the Gardens and Keeper of the Herbarium. Australian architect Richard le Plastrier 

was instrumental in the design and construction of the Wombat One Pavilion , a notable example of the 

experimental use of Tasmanian timbers. 

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 Page 12 of 14



The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens demonstrate the importance of gardens and farms to the early settlement of 

Hobart Town and the development of Van Diemen’s Land. The proclamation of the Queens Domain for the recreation 

of citizens (1860) in the post-transportation era demonstrates an emerging confidence, a desire to beautify and 

distance Tasmania from its convict past and provide a place for leisure and recreation . The Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens were established in 1818. The development of the Gardens since 1818, including the ‘Plants 

Supplied for the Decoration of Public Places’ program initiated by The Royal Society , and more recently the 

Seedbank exhibits an ongoing commitment to the exchange of scientific knowledge and research, and the collection, 

propagation, display and the conservation of native and exotic flora.

The living collections in the Gardens demonstrate the major historical botanical collecting and management strategies 

in Tasmania. They also demonstrate the strong relationship that the Gardens have with the Queens Domain and 

Government House and together with historic buildings, structures and configuration constitute one of the oldest, 

most extensive and significant cultural landscape precincts in Tasmania .

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is the only botanic garden in Tasmania . The Gardens manages and 

conserves a significant and diverse range of plant species, including exotic, internationally rare and/or endangered 

and threatened species. The Arthur Wall was constructed in 1829 to create a microclimate for exotic fruit trees and 

flowers. The Arthur Wall is highly intact and is the only extant heated wall remaining in an Australian public garden .

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is of historic cultural heritage significance because it has the potential to 

provide information that may contribute to a greater understanding of the evolution of horticultural practices, garden 

design, botanical collecting and public recreation in Tasmania. The Gardens are likely to contain surface and 

subsurface features and deposits including pathways, planting beds, ¬and other structures that have the potential to 

yield evidence relating to early farming of the area, the historical development of the Gardens, and the construction 

and operation of the Arthur Wall.

The Gardens’ exceptional living collection of exotic and native species , including the Sub-Antarctic, conifers, palms, 

threatened species and Seedbank have significance as a resource that continues to inform scientific research and 

ensure long-term security and conservation of Tasmania’s native plant species .

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

 The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is part of a group of nationally significant botanic gardens established in 

Australian capital cities throughout the nineteenth century, including Sydney (1816), Melbourne (1846), Adelaide 

(1854) and Brisbane (1855). It remains the only botanical garden in Tasmania and has played a key role in the 

advancement of botanical and horticultural knowledge through education and research, propagation, acclimatisation, 

conservation, and the provision of recreation and leisure. The collection of buildings and structures together with 

plantings and gardens demonstrate the features of the gardenesque style of Victorian pleasure gardens .

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens has an ongoing history of creative and technical achievement through built 

structures and programs linked to collection, propagation and scientific research.

The Arthur Wall was constructed in 1829 with a series of flues, ducts and fireboxes, to create a microclimate for 

exotic fruits and flowers to grow. Although it was rarely used, the wall is the only known surviving example of this 

nineteenth century technology in an Australian public garden .

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens has a long history of research , conservation, propagation and specimen 

collection. The Gardens has a collection of over 6000 species and varieties in its living collection, and maintains 

collections of seeds and plants of rare and threatened native Tasmanian species .

The ‘Plants Supplied for the Decoration of Public Places’ program initiated by The Royal Society in the mid 

nineteenth century transformed the landscape of Tasmania through the provision of plants to public sites , including 

churches, schools, cemeteries, parks, and other notable sites such as Port Arthur, the Cataract Gorge, Cornelian 

Bay and Government House.

A collaborative project undertaken by le Plastrier , University students, lecturers, architects, Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens and the Tasmanian Timber Promotion Board, Wombat One Pavilion is an important example of 

late twentieth century movement toward sustainable design and building.

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is of historic cultural heritage significance because it has strong and special 

meaning to the Hobart community and the Tasmanian community for its natural , social, aesthetic and recreational 

values, since 1818. The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is a public space and an essential part of the character 

of Hobart and the Queens Domain.

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.
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g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is synonymous with the names of a broad range of individuals who are 

associated with its creation, development and management, making a vital contribution to the history, research, 

education and conservation in Tasmania.

These people include Lieutenant-Governor William Sorell who set aside the land for a ‘Government Domain and 

Garden’; Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur, who articulated a plan for a ‘botanical’ garden to collect and showcase 

native and exotic specimens; and Sir John Eardley-Wilmot who founded the Royal Society of Tasmania in 1843 as 

the Botanical and Horticultural Society of Van Diemen’s Land. The Gardens have strong historical and scientific 

associations with The Royal Society of Tasmania.

The Gardens has a special association with a number of superintendents who made significant contributions to the 

living collections, such as William Davidson, the first superintendent who made an early contribution to the 

establishment of native collections and the development of the nursery industry; Francis William Newman, who 

expanded the living collection with species from New Zealand, mainland Australia, North America and England; 

Francis Abbott Junior was employed at the Gardens for over 40 years and consolidated the scientific and educational 

role of the Gardens; Leonard Rodway, Honorary Government Botanist and Director of the Gardens, established the 

Tasmanian Herbarium in 1928; Olive Rodway was the first woman to take up the position of Director of the Gardens 

and Keeper of the Herbarium in 1932.

Australian architect Richard le Plastrier was instrumental in the design and construction of Wombat One Pavilion , a 

notable example of the experimental use of Tasmanian timbers .

Well-known gardening identity, Peter Cundall, inaugurated ‘Pete’s Patch’ in 1995 as part of a national television 

program, Gardening Australia.  The Community Food Garden (as it is now known) continues to feature on this 

program.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens sit on the northern fringe of Hobart within the wider landscape of the Queens 

Domain and the River Derwent. The organised and designed aesthetic of the Gardens contrasts effectively with the 

natural and open parkland setting of the Queens Domain. The combination of mature plantings, sloping lawns, historic 

structures and features, lily pond and plant collections express the evolution of garden design, display and 

embellishment influenced by a translation of British and European influences that have created a picturesque 

landscape.

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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Lot 1
13.12 ha

Royal Tasmanian 
Botanical Gardens
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(Page 1/2)

PID 2882609

PID 7453424

Notes
1. Lot 1 representes the registered boundary for 'Royal Tasmanian
    Botanical Gardens', THR#11999 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 1 is the whole of FR 249579/2, the boundary of which is marked 
    by a thick black line.
3. Details of individual land parcel boundaries may be accessed
    through the Land Information System Tasmania (the LIST).
4. This plan replaces the previous reference in CPR6037 (FR 249579/2, 
    R2448 p.11) fpr the purpose of defining a boundary as required by 
    s15(4)(b) of the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995.
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Features of Historic Significance
1. Main Entrance Gate (1878)
2. Gatekeeper's Cottage (1845)
3. Arthur Wall (1829)
4. Superintendent's Cottage / Administration Building (1829)
5. Eardley Wilmot Wall (1843-1846)
6. Conservatory (1939)
7. Tea Room (1954)
8. Wombat One Shelter (1980)
9. Anniversary Arch (1968)
10. Reservoir/Lily Pond (1848)
11. Japanese Garden (1985)
12. Floral Clock (1968)
13. Tasmanian Fernery (1964)
14. North East entrance gate (c1876)
15. Sub-Antarctic plant house (2000)
16. Fuchsia House (1958)
17. Tasmanian Community Food Garden (Pete's Patch)
18. French Memorial Fountain (1972)
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