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Setting: Acton is located in southern Tasmania approximately 12km to the east of Hobart’s city centre.  It is situated 

at the base of the eastern side of local landmark Mount Rumney, the peak of which is some 310m above 

and 1.8km to the west-northwest of Acton’s main house.  Viewed from Everton Place, Mount Rumney’s 

tree-covered flanks are a contrasting backdrop to the largely open paddocks on the eastern side of Acton’s 

main house and surrounding outbuildings.  Within the property and to the immediate north of the main 

house, the treed southern face of a small subsidiary hill slopes steeply upward for approximately 20m.  The 

residential area of Seven Mile Beach is approximately 2.5km to the east of Acton, and distant views of 

Frederick Henry Bay can be seen from the upper-storey of the main house.  The present-day surrounding 

semi-rural suburb of Acton Park consists almost entirely of land parcels each between 1 and 2ha in area, 

and takes its name from the property Acton.

Description: Acton is a 6.6ha property which comprises the original two-storey main house and its extensive 

single-storey additions, several outbuildings, landscape and archaeological features.

 

Main House:

The central portion is a Georgian-style two-storey house with semi-basement and plan footprint of 

approximately 7.3 by 13.7m or around 100sqm. The exterior and much of the interiors are of high-level 

intactness and integrity. The walls are of sandstone rubble with a slightly-projecting small string course at 

the approximate level of the upper-storey floor. The façade contains symmetrical principal (east) and west 

elevations of three bays each. At the centre of the eastern elevation is a four-riser flight of sandstone steps 

from ground level to a rectangular landing beneath a small portico, the flat-topped roof of which is supported 

by four slightly-tapering stone columns of octagonal cross-section.  In 2014 the portico’s stone steps, 

landing, columns and roof were dismantled and reassembled on top of new concrete footings to halt the 

portico’s settlement and rotation.

 

The main house has a hipped roof – clad with short sheets of corrugated iron painted dark grey to match the 

Colorbond roofs of the additions. There are two chimneys of coursed sandstone ashlar, each with a small 

projecting course just below the top, and capped with two pots. The head of the six-panel timber front (east) 

door’s rectangular opening meets the underside of the portico roof , and the semi-circular timber-framed 

fanlight above is obscured from external view by the stone block upstands around that roof; in the opposite 

west elevation is a matching six-panel timber door, also with a semi-circular timber-framed fanlight above. 

These doors are on a centrally-situated cross-axis, to the north and south of which the ground-floor storey is 

slightly asymmetrical: formal lounge room (6.6 by 5.6m) at north, formal dining room (6.6 x 3.9m) at south, 

with the entrance stair hall between. The staircase comprises single blocks of stone; iron balusters of 

square cross-section (spaced to provide two per tread); and capped with a polished timber handrail.  The 
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upper flight runs across the western wall opening containing the semi-circular fanlight.  Much of the doors, 

windows and internal joinery appears to be original and this adds to the representative character and 

integrity of the house.

 

The upper storey, apart from the fit-outs of the bathroom and the two rooms of wardrobe area, also contains 

much intact joinery.  There is at least one pane of what appears to be early cylinder glass, in the bottom-left 

corner of the east-facing window above the portico. A trapdoor in the timber-boarded ceiling of the room in 

the upper storey’s southwest corner provides access to attic storage within the volume of the hipped roof . 

The window interior reveals are of stained timber and extend to floor level, and most of these window reveals 

are splayed.

 

The semi-basement storey contains rooms of size and placement identical with ground storey above.  The 

southern room (beneath formal dining) contains a fireplace and was anecdotally said to have been used as 

accommodation for male convict servants (Arenella, pers. comm., 2019). The northern room has graffiti on 

its south wall which appears to have been written by Rumney’s granddaughter (Glaetzer, ‘Building on the 

past’).  Each of these rooms has one small rectangular window opening, located in their south and north 

walls respectively.

 

Single-storey additions directly adjoining the two-storey original house are:

(i) at south-west corner: ‘office’ (footprint 4.8 by 6.2m) within walls that are a combination of 2014-built and 

earlier sandstone rubble.  New timber windows and doors were also installed as part of the 2014 works;

(ii) at north-west corner: ‘library’ (footprint 4.8 by 6.2m) – lower stone courses in the east and part of the 

north walls were part of what is believed to have been the former servants’ kitchen here , which an anecdotal 

account suggests was destroyed by fire in the early 20th century (Glaetzer).  The floor, additional 

stonework, timber north and west walls and roof of the library room were added in the 2014 construction 

work.  Extending northward for approximately another 10m, perpendicular to the north wall of the library, are 

free-standing sandstone walls and substantial buttresses;

(iii) to west: ‘linkway’ (approx. 1.5m wide) – with a Colorbond skillion roof and west-facing walls of 

timber-framed fixed and sliding glass, this 2014 structure encloses the lower half of the original house’s rear 

(west) elevation, and its southern and northern ends abutt the office and library additions respectively .

 

Two new single-storey gable-roofed 5.7m-wide pavilions constructed in 2014 extend to the west of the 

original two-storey main house and its ‘assembly’ of adjoining additions (i), (ii) and (iii). 

These two new single-storey gable-roofed pavilions are:

(iv) southern ‘living’ wing (footprint approx. 23 by 5.7m).  Shearing machinery drive-shaft and wheels salvaged 

from the former stables, shearing shed and barn mounted on the western-most of the reused timber cross 

beams, above the 4 m-deep covered patio area;

(v) northern ‘sleeping’ wing (footprint approx. 18 by 5.7m).

The two new pavilions (iv) and (v) contain re-used external stonework, and timber columns, adzed roof 

beams, pit-sawn rafters and weatherboards.  These materials were redeployed from Acton’s former stables, 

shearing shed and barn building, which was dismantled following irreparable damage in a c.2008 storm.  The 

new pavilions are separated from the assembly’s western face by 2.2m-wide gaps.  Two separate flat-roofed 

and fully-glazed narrow passageways provide all-weather access across these gaps, and connect the 

pavilions with the linkway’s south and north ends.

 

‘Acton Lodge’:

Is located to the south of the main house, approximately 32m from the single- storey office’s south wall. It is 

single-storey, with a hipped roof with lower-pitched skillion apron roofs on each of its four sides. The roof is 

clad with dark grey Colorbond, matching the main house. The north and west elevations of what appears to 

be the building’s original portion are of sandstone rubble . Other external walls are of painted concrete 

blockwork. There is an unpainted concrete block chimney above the south face of the hipped roof and a total 

of three steel-framed casement windows, with wide surrounds of painted fibre-cement, within the openings in 

the north and west-facing sandstone walls.  All other windows and doors appear to be reproduction 

timber-framed. A white-painted fireplace surround on living-room’s south wall is constructed of regular 

sandstone blocks, and there is a white-painted clay brick hearth. The interior also contains two bedrooms, 

one with a small ensuite; separate bathroom; and laundry.

 

‘Acton Cottage’:

This small building has an L-shaped plan and is situated to the north of the main house, approx. 34m from 

the single-storey library’s north wall.  The southernmost portion of this building (the ‘base’ of the L) is visible 

in aerial photographs taken in 1946 through to c.1991.  An undated ground-level photograph shows it in this 

form, with a roof of timber palings and no doors or windows in the rubble stone wall openings.  Aerial photos 

taken from 1995 onwards show the building in its present-day form, with the small rubble stone-walled 

addition to the north and a face brick-walled open courtyard in the crook of the new plan configuration’s 

resulting ‘L’.  The arrangement of door and window openings in the southern elevation matches that in the 

photo of a photo of the earlier building – however, the timber-framed doors and windows in those and the 

building’s other openings, together with its concrete tile-clad roof, and the new external walls of stone rubble 
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together with some replacement portions of the earlier external walls, all appear to have been added during a 

substantial rebuild in the early 1990s. 

 

Archaeological potential:

Acton has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the functioning 

and evolution of colonial-era and later nineteenth-century agricultural properties.  This potential is associated 

with buildings (their structure, materials, construction methods), structures, gardens, activity areas (e.g. 

yards, stockyards), as well as subsurface remains and deposits including those associated with buildings 

and structures that are no longer extant, ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant buildings, cesspits, privies 

and refuse piles.  These resources have the potential to provide information as to the form, functions and 

spatial layout of the place along with aspects of Tasmanian rural culture including class and gender 

differences, economic fluctuations, and changing rural landscape, practices and technologies.

 

The archaeological potential of Acton Rockwood includes but is not limited to the following features 

(recorded in 2019):

(i) site of demolished combined c1820s stables, shearing shed and barn building – alongside southern 

boundary at southwest of property (prior to its demolition in late 2013 this building had a total footprint of 

approx. 43 by 8m);

(ii) artefact scatter in an approx. 3 m-diameter area containing several dozen brick, ceramic and bottle glass 

fragments – sited approx. 36m to the northwest of the main house’s single-storey 2014 sleeping wing, within 

a grassed paddock area;

(iii) possible archaeological feature – sited approx. 20m to the west of the artefact scatter within the grassed 

paddock.  Central roughly-rectangular depression, approx. 4 by 7m, with pronounced mounding around east 

and south sides;

 

Landscape features:

(i) rectangular ‘benched’ area (footprint approx. 20 by 60m) alongside western boundary which is said to 

have been the location of a former horse-riding area (Arenella, pers. comm., 2019). 

(ii) trees:  analysis of aerial photos from 1946 and 1973 indicates that only one pre-WWII tree (an oak), on 

the western property boundary – approx. 65m north of the land parcel’s southwest corner – remains within 

Acton’s present-day extent;

(iii) dam:  small roughly triangular dam approx. 65m to east of main house, which can be seen in each of the 

1946, 1973 and later aerial photos; and

(iv) entrance driveway:  from a point between the main house’s south elevation and the Acton Lodge building , 

the present-day drive coincides with approx. 120m of the alignment it followed in the years between 1946 

and the mid-1980s.  Aerial photographs from 1988 and later show the entrance driveway in its present-day 

configuration.

 

Buildings and structures of limited heritage value

(These are not visible in the 1946 aerial photo, but appear in aerials and images from c.1973)

(i) standalone garage building (footprint approx. 14 by 7.5m) sited approx. 7m to the south of the main 

house’s single-storey 2014 southern living wing, with a roofed but open-sided walkway linking the garage to 

the west end of that wing.  Walls are rubble stonework, with a hipped roof clad in dark grey Colorbond.  

Historic aerial photos indicate that the garage building’s present -day hipped roof form replaced a former flat 

roof in the mid-2000s;

(ii) shuttered concrete-walled square water tank (footprint approx. 6.5 by 5.5m).  Walls approx. 1.8m above 

ground level, base approx. 0.5m below ground level, capped by remnants of a timber-framed and shadecloth 

roof;

(iii) ‘wood shed’ (footprint approx. 3.5 by 10m) – skillion-roof clad with short sheets of corrugated iron, walls 

clad with unpainted vertical timber boards;

(iv) ‘potting shed’ (footprint approx. 5 by 3m) – slightly-vaulted red-painted corrugated iron roof, timber walls; 

and

(v) ‘pump house’ building (footprint approx. 2.5 by 4.5m) – stone rubble walls, timber-framed window and 

unpainted vertical plank door, hipped Colorbond roof.

History: The area where Acton is located was part of a contiguous region occupied by Tasmanian Aboriginal people 

of what in the present day is known as the ‘Oyster Bay nation’.  Prior to European occupation, the region 

had been managed by Tasmanian Aborigines using traditional land and fire -management practices.  Early 

Europeans viewed these landscapes as well suited to stock raising and cropping. 

 

The Acton estate was settled in the 1820s by William Rumney, a farmer who had arrived in Van Diemen’s 

Land with his wife and children in 1823 (http://rumney-family.blogspot.com/). It is likely Rumney named the 

estate after Acton in Greater London, where he had military connections (www.ancestry.com.au). The family 

settled in the area by 1824, where William seemed to encounter problems with the locals. In the winter of 

1824 he placed a notice in the local newspaper advising that trespassers would be prosecuted ( Hobart Town 

Gazette & Van Diemen’s Land Advertiser, 2 July 1824 p.4).

 

Rumney’s activities in the area were well documented by the colony’s first Anglican Minister , the Rev. 
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Robert Knopwood. Around 1830 Knopwood moved to Clarence Plains, holding services across the region, 

including William Rumney’s house at Cambridge (Alexander 2003, p.33). Some were not so enamored with 

the teachings of the Bible. George Woodward of Acton Vale advertised for a reward for ‘person or persons 

who stole wine, preserves and other articles belonging to him at Acton Vale House , the property of Mr 

Rumney’ (Colonial Times, 12 May 1840 p.2). The estate pantry appears to have had a large number of 

mouths to feed, which included 15 occupants on census night; eight of whom were free and seven of whom 

were convict (TAHO, CEN1/1/39/71 p.71).

 

In 1853 First Tasmanian William Lanne (1835-1869) was apprenticed to William Rumney of Clarence Plains. 

It is unclear how long Lanne was at the property (Petrow 1997, p.93). Lanne’s apprenticeship is confirmed in 

the admissions and discharges for the Orphan School in New Town, where he was resident for much of his 

youth. The register notes he was funded by colonial funds, and that after a six-year stay he was apprenticed 

to William Rumney, of Clarence Plains (TAHO, SWD28/1/1, boys p.23).

 

In 1862 William Rumney who established Acton in the 1820s, died aged 82 (Mercury, 28 November 1862 

p.1). His occupation was given as a farmer, cause of death ‘decay of nature’ and the informant his grandson , 

Walter Rumney of Clarence Plains (TAHO, RGD35/1/31 #80). The estate passed to his son, William 

Rumney Jnr, although other family members seem to have occupied the property. William Jnr’s sister Lucy 

and husband Henry Lamb MLC were tenants (Hobart Town Gazette, Clarence assessment roll, 9 March 

1880, p.275). Lucy and her sister Amelia had been married at a double-wedding ceremony at Acton (TAHO, 

RGD37/1/22 #s 55 &56). Their brother William Rumney Jnr died at his residence, Acton House, Liverpool St, 

Hobart (Mercury, 15 March 1884 p.4).

 

A descendant of the Rumney family, who grew up at Acton recalled: ‘shearers with their hand blades; the 

fleeces pressed into bales and transported by bullock teams to Cambridge railway station; back wattle bark 

stripped from trees and taken to Hobart for tanning hides … Light Horse members training at the rifle range 

at Acton before the First World War’ (Alexander 2003, p.114).

 

In 1936 a valuation of the property was undertaken, recording that AP Morey had sold Acton to WH Gould in 

1930 for £6,500. WH Gould subsequently sold the property to JE Calvert in 1936 for £5150. At the time of 

valuation, the buildings included a stone miscellaneous outbuilding ‘cracked in parts’ measuring 145ft x 15ft 

(likely the storm damaged combined stables, shearing shed and barn); a paling addition to the outbuilding 

measuring 15ft x 33ft; a house of old stone with new brick addition ‘generally poor type (except addition) and 

obsolete’, measuring 68ft x 21ft; and an old stone hut, described as ‘valueless’ and likely the building now 

known as Acton Cottage (NAA:P2134, Acton View).

 

In 2014 Acton underwent major renovations, including additions and landscaping. Today the property is a 

well-maintained private residence.

 

Comparative Analysis:

During the 1820s, the European population of the colony boomed, growing from just over 4000 people in 

1820 to 24,000 by 1830.  Large land grants encouraged the development of the pastoral industry, and 

remained free until 1831.  The size of a grant was commensurate with the capital brought to the colony by a 

settler, and through grants, purchase or lease, pastoral estates of thousands of acres were established 

during the 1820s and 1830s.  These properties were established over the most valuable grassland plains of 

the colony’s midlands, central highlands and south east, and were able to support stock in large numbers.  

The early decades of European settlement also coincided with a great expansion in the British wool industry 

and rapid rise in prices received on the English wool market (Boyce 2018, pp.145-147; Rand 2005, p.206; 

Ratcliff Vol.3 2015, pp.1349,1462; and Reynolds 2012, pp.107,177-178). 

 

The size of the properties and the wealth generated by grain and later wool allowed for the establishment of 

estates on a considerable scale.  Typically, these included a large main house and a range of service 

buildings to support farming operations, along with staff housing to accommodate farm workers.  Many built 

elements (stables, barns and so forth) remain at such agricultural properties, along with landscape elements 

such as cleared pastures, field enclosures (utilising wire or hedgerows), and outlying houses and huts for 

farm workers. 

 

Acton is located in what was an important early agricultural region for the Van Diemen’s Land colony , with 

the surrounding district being responsible for supplying much of the colony’s grain requirements . Other 

important properties of this era in the area includes Prospect House, Belmont Lodge, Carrington and 

Uplands, all in or near Richmond, as well as Toronto in what is now Seven Mile Beach and Milford at 

Cambridge. Acton retains several elements common to similar early nineteenth century properties including 

a large main house and workers cottages, as well as the archaeological remains of other outbuildings and 

structures. The property’s former stables, shearing shed and barn has been lost due to collapse. 
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

Acton is of historic cultural heritage significance for its ability to demonstrate the development of land 

settlement and land use in early 19th century Van Diemen’s Land as well as the principal 

characteristics of an early rural farming operation. The registered area includes the main residence, 

Acton; smaller residences Acton Lodge and Acton Cottage; garden, walls and plantings and 

archaeological features. Acton has the potential to provide information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the functioning of early 19th century colonial farming operations including class and 

gender differences, economic fluctuations and changes in rural practices and technologies. Acton is 

important for its ability to demonstrate the characteristics of a Colonial- era rural estate in Van Diemen’s 

Land. This is evident in the main house which is of Georgian style and is highly intact particularly with 

regards to its interior.  Granted to William Rumney in the 1820s, Acton has a special association with 

the Rumney family, who owned the property for several generations and for whom the nearby mountain 

and Legislative Council electorate are named.

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

Acton is of historic cultural heritage significance for its ability to demonstrate the development of land settlement and 

land use in early 19th century Van Diemen’s Land as well as the principal characteristics of an early rural farming 

estate. The main residence was extended in 2014, utilising materials from the former stables, shearing shed and barn 

building, demonstrating an ongoing continuity of use for almost two centuries.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

No Data Recorded

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.
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c)

Acton is of historic cultural heritage significance for its ability to demonstrate the development of land settlement and 

land use in early 19th century Van Diemen’s Land as well as the principal characteristics of an early rural farming 

estate. The main residence was extended in 2014, utilising materials from the former stables, shearing shed and barn 

building, demonstrating an ongoing continuity of use for almost two centuries.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

Acton is important for its ability to demonstrate the characteristics of a Colonial- era rural estate in Van Diemen’s 

Land. This is evident in the main house which is of Georgian style and is highly intact particularly with regards to its 

interior, as well as the associated cottages and remains of former outbuildings and structures.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

Established in the 1820s by entrepreneur William Rumney, Acton has an association with the three generations of 

the Rumney family, after whom the nearby mountain and electorate of the Tasmanian Legislative Council are named .  

William Rumney owned large tracts of land between Lauderdale and Cambridge and was a well-known 

businessperson in the colony, his business and social activities regularly reported in newspapers across the colony.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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