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Red Banks
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DPIPWE 2019
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Oyster Bay pine in 

timber shelter, Red 

Banks

DPIPWE 2019

Blacksmith's shop, 

Red Banks

DPIPWE 2019

Setting: The main house at Red Banks stands above the steep bank of the Meredith River, commanding a view down 

the river to Oyster Bay and the Freycinet Peninsula on the East Coast. It shares the river environment with 

Cambria homestead, about 200 metres away on the opposite side of the water. The river widens into a 

shallow estuary below the house.

Description: Red Banks is an intact early Colonial-era farming complex that includes a relatively intact cultural 

landscape. The complex which includes gardens, remnant orchards and outbuildings is approached from the 

Tasman Highway.  The flood plain on the eastern side of the Meredith River is forested, in keeping with the 

corresponding flood plain on the western side (part of Cambria). A tank stand remains beside the property 

entrance from the days when a windmill pumped water out of the Meredith River as part of Swansea’s water 

supply system. The registered area includes these features:

 

• The main house (c1848) is a two-storey stone building with a gabled roof of corrugated iron cladding with 

decorative bargeboards. The northern wall of the building is stuccoed, but the other three walls consist of 

bare stone blocks. There is a dormer window on the left-hand side of the front facade. The verandah at the 

front has a concave corrugated iron roof, timber posts, cast iron lacework and a flagstone floor. The 

centrally-placed front door with sidelights and a fanlight dates from 1862, when the interior of the building 

was remodelled after a fire (‘Fire at Swansea’ 1862). In the 1920s a two-storey timber section of the house 
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was replaced with a concrete addition, the north-eastern wall was resurfaced with concrete and the corners 

of the building were reinforced with steel bars and concrete (Shaw 2000, p.43). Some interior walls were 

painted by local artist and resident Louise Mitchell c1930. There is an 1864 single-story random rubble 

stone addition (the kitchen) to the north-western side of the house, and a modern corrugated iron carport 

between the south-western side of the building and the early stone wall.

 

The house faces south-east, whereas the present access is from the south-western side to the back of the 

building. There is a carriage circle in front of the house which once served an informal entrance avenue to the 

south-east. This was regarded as a short-cut to/from Swansea rather than as the formal entrance to the 

property, and it met the main road at what was known as the Red Gate (Shaw 2000, p.9), a site now 

beneath the Shaw Street housing subdivision. Few signs of this informal avenue remain today. The 

substantial garden on three sides of the house contains many mature plantings.

 

• The stone wall on the south-western side of the main house, the attached stone and timber laundry 

building as well as footings of other structures built against the wall.

 

• The ruins of a stone building utilising shell lime mortar on the bank of the river behind the main house.

 

• The earliest extant house (c1829), sometimes referred to mistakenly as Creek Hut, but generally known 

through its history as ‘the Cottage’. This building evolved through a number of phases into a basic 

rectangular floor plan with varying forms of construction defining each phase. Sections of the roof are clad in 

short sheet corrugated iron, however, much of the timber roof structure is exposed. The external roof framing 

is the cottage’s second roof that was re-pitched over the original building to make provision for the additional 

rooms on the southern side and adding the north-facing verandah. This roof was clad with timber shingles. 

The slab walls largely support the rafters on the later roof, and these members extend to now act as a 

cantilever.

 

Underneath the corrugated iron are sapling roof rafters that form the roof of the original building. Horizontal 

twigs tied to the rafters for attaching thatch, the first roof covering, are still in situ. Also the two original gable 

end wattle and daub walls above the top plate of the slab walls remain.

 

What remains of the original split slab and later wattle and daub thatched cottage, with its sapling roof 

rafters, is in derelict but remarkable condition. The building contains no services but internal doors and their 

hardware remain. Internally the plaster work to the original timber slabs, subsequently covered by timber 

lining boards, paintwork generally and remnants of wall papers all indicate the sequence of the building’s 

development.

 

There are a number of daisy wheels (hexafoils) carved into the paintwork on the frame to the front door. The 

hexafoil is considered to be a sun symbol. Ritual markings, or apotropaic markings, such as these reflect 

some ritual undertaken by the builder or homeowner to invoke protection and good fortune for the house 

(McCraig and Ridout 2012, p.127).

 

The poor condition of the building makes it better able to demonstrate the varying materials which were 

locally sourced and adapted for the construction of the first structure and the subsequent development of the 

place, but this should not be a factor that constrains future stabilisation. The construction techniques used 

have a clear linkage back to early building technologies used in the United Kingdom, and their translocation 

to Van Diemen’s Land demonstrates the resourcefulness of the early settlers in adapting and utilising local 

materials for construction purposes but in a traditional way. Remnants of an early orchard, possibly from the 

Meredith days, contribute to the historic context of the Cottage.

 

• The shearing shed, a stone and timber building with a gable roof of corrugated iron sheeting. The stone 

section has a painted stucco exterior. The shearing shed was converted from a pair of conjoined stone 

workers’ cottages. Adjoining this building are stone ruins of what is possibly another workers’ hut . Behind 

this is a stockyard which consists partly of Oyster Bay pine as well as sawn timber posts and rails.

 

• The blacksmith’s shop is a sloping-roofed sawn timber building with Oyster Bay pine framing, an 

eight-paned window, and a roof and one wall of corrugated iron sheeting. It contains a forge, bellows, anvil 

and other blacksmith’s tools.

 

• The massive random rubble stone barn.

 

• The low-slung wooden vernacular animal shelter with Oyster Bay pine uprights.

 

• Gardens around the main house and remnant orchards between the Cottage, the river and the main house.

 

• The ruins of a possible tenant farmer's cottage and garden beside the Meredith River at approx. 585013E, 

5335570N (GDA94, MGA55).  This is on title 158016/1, which was added to Red Banks in 1871. The 
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structure had at least two rooms and a fireplace of roughly stacked stone.

 

Archaeological potential

Red Banks includes buildings, structures, ruins and deposits that have the potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the spatial configuration, functioning and evolution of the property during the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries. These resources may include:

 

• Buildings, outbuildings and huts (their design, materials, construction methods),

 

• incomplete and ruinous buildings and masonry walls,

 

• structures (including fences, walling, possible sawpits, lime kilns, brick pits, sheep washes/dips, water 

distribution infrastructure etc.),

 

• gardens, remnant plantings and hedges,

 

• modified topography,

 

• activity areas (including yards and stockyards), and

 

• sub-surface remains and deposits including those associated with buildings and structures that are no 

longer extant, ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant buildings, cesspits, privies, refuse piles and scatters.

 

Red Banks includes numerous buildings and structures which are no longer extant including:

 

• Nineteenth-century barns and other outbuildings between the Cottage and the main house

 

• The split timber ‘school-house’ which formerly stood near the Cottage on the bank above the Meredith 

River flood plain. The ‘school-house’ may have been an early workers’ cottage but it was destroyed by fire 

c2010. The site is somewhat disturbed but may still contain associated features and deposits.

 

Features of no or low heritage values:

• The modern Shaw family house near the Tasman Highway.

 

• Modern vehicle and farm implement sheds.

 

• The paddocks which once served the Swansea community as a racecourse, a rifle range and an 

aerodrome. No evidence remain of these activities today.

 

History: Red Banks is located within the country of the Oyster Bay nation (Ryan 2012, p.15), being part of a 

landscape managed and kept open using fire by Aboriginal people for thousands of years before European 

occupation.

 

The corridor of the Meredith River between the Tasman Highway and Oyster Bay near Swansea is now 

regarded as the cradle of European settlement on the East Coast. The first Europeans to live at Red Banks 

were George and Mary Meredith and family. George Meredith (1778–1856) was born at Birmingham, 

Warwickshire, England, the son of a middle-class attorney John Meredith and Sally Meredith née Turner . At 

eighteen he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Royal Marines, and he later served down the east 

coast of North America and in the Caribbean, at the blockade of Ferrol in Spain and on the Mediterranean 

Station. In 1803, during the Napoleonic Wars, Meredith made a daring ascent of the 55-metre-high granite 

column Pompey’s Pillar, at Alexandria, Egypt, in order to replace Napoleon’s French cap-of-liberty with the 

Union Jack (Hodgson 1967). Soon after marrying Sarah Westall Hicks (1779–1820) in 1805, Meredith retired 

from the Royal Marines on half-pay and began to farm near Newbury in Berkshire, England, and then 

Rhyndaston in Pembrokeshire, Wales. This was at a time of post-war rural depression in England which 

stimulated interest in emigration. Meredith’s ‘qualities of endurance and strength’ and his experience of 

commanding men and of farming suited him well to pioneer life in the colonies (Hodgson 1967).

 

George and Mary Meredith and family migrate to Van Diemen’s Land

In July 1820 Meredith and family received a letter of recommendation from the Colonial Secretary as settlers 

in Van Diemen’s Land (‘Recommendation of settlers’ 1921). Meredith and Joseph Archer (later of 

Panshanger, THR#5057) chartered a vessel, the Emerald. The Amos brothers who had worked for George 

Meredith at Rhyndaston, George’s cousin John Meredith and many others also agreed to sail with them 

(Ward 2020, pp.100-02). George Meredith’s first wife Sarah died shortly before the family were to leave for 

Van Diemen’s Land. However, their former housemaid and family nurse, Mary Evans (c1795-1842)—already 

George Meredith’s mistress—joined the Meredith party, and before the Emerald sailed George and Mary 

were married (Hodgson 1967; Ward 2020, p.103). George’s second marriage was resented by some of his 

children, and the new couple’s bearing of seven more children in Van Diemen’s Land later complicated 
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George’s succession plans.

 

After disembarking at Hobart Town in March 1821, George Meredith leased a whaleboat in order to explore 

the area at the head of Great Oyster Bay. He was granted 2000 acres at Swan Port (Copies of land grants 

issued). By 1822 several huts stood along the Meredith River on what is now Red Banks (MPG1/306 1822), 

a 500-acre grant to George Meredith junior (30 June 1823, LSD354/1/6–LSD354/1/8, p.143). One of them, a 

sod hut, was the Meredith family’s first home in the area. Thatched with tussock grass, the so-called Creek 

Hut (Ward 2020, p.113) featured no windows or flooring and was destroyed in a fire (Edwin Meredith 1896, 

p.2). Contemporary and later nineteenth-century newspaper reports also suggest that the first Meredith hut 

was destroyed by the bushrangers Brady and McCabe or demolished ( ‘McCabe and Brady’ 1825; ‘The 

bushrangers’ 1825; Jones 1884, p.1).

 

Meredith enlarged his initial holding at Great Swan Port through a land exchange with a settler named 

Charles Cogle; by out-petitioning William Talbot, a rival claimant to some of his land; by taking Robert 

Honnor’s adjoining grant as payment of a debt; and by acquiring the land of his cousin John Meredith, who 

returned to England. Land Commissioner Roderick O’Connor criticised Meredith’s unconventional land 

acquisition methods (O’Connor, 17 November 1828, pp.92–93; Ward 2020, pp.114-19).

 

Frontier conflict

George Meredith's wide-ranging pastoral and maritime interests ensured clashes with Aboriginal people 

during the so-called Black War (1824-31), the frontier battle between the Aboriginal people and the mostly 

European invaders. As suggested by his land dealings, he was ruthless in pursuit of his goals. Even his 

personal relationships were mostly ‘directed to advancing his interests’ (Ward 2020, p.197). Merdith’s 

interests included shore-based whaling, of which he was the pioneer on the East Coast. He established 

whaling stations at ‘The Fisheries’ (at Coles Bay on the Freycinet Peninsula), on Maria Island, at Windlass 

Bay near latter-day Triabunna and a sealing base at Isle du Phoques (Evans 1993, p.44; Kostoglou 1995, 

pp.124–26; Nash 2003, pp.51 and 149; Ward 2020, pp.142–51).

　

Those in Meredith’s employ and perhaps even his own flesh and blood committed atrocities against the 

Aborigines (Robinson 2008, pp.344–45; Powell 2016, p142), and at least four of his convict servants and 

employees were murdered by Aborigines, some of them possibly on Cambria (Ward 2020, pp.412–14), 

Meredith conducted sealing expeditions as far afield as Kangaroo Island, off the coast of latter -day South 

Australia, and it was there that his son George Meredith junior, who abducted Aboriginal women to sell and 

trade with sealers, later lived with an Aboriginal woman before being speared to death (Powell 2016, p.142; 

Ward 2020, pp.227–28).

 

As late as 1826 Meredith regarded escaped convicts or bushrangers as a greater threat than Aborigines , 

being ‘shaken’ by Matthew Brady’s attack on Creek Hut in particular (Ward 2020, pp.209–11, 234–37). 

However, as he began to see Aboriginal people as a threat to his livelihood, they became the subject of his 

petitions, demanding that Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur placate, remove or, if necessary, kill them 

(Ward 2020, pp.215–16). Meredith and neighbouring settlers established the ‘Freycinet Line’, part of the 

so-called ‘Black Line’, Arthur’s attempt to isolate and capture the remaining Aborigines, in 1830. No 

indigenous people were captured by the ‘Freycinet Line’ (Clements 2014, pp.166–68; Ward 2020, p.219). 

 

The Merediths relocate to Malahide/Belmont while establishing Cambria

By 1822 George Meredith had built several huts opposite Red Banks on what became Cambria, had already 

chosen the site for the main house there and started planting an adjoining garden (MPG1/306 1822; Ward 

2020, p.115).

 

During George Meredith’s frequent absences from home he instructed his wife Mary Meredith in managing 

the property. It appears that no overseer was employed at the core 2000-acre Cambria farm, meaning that 

Mary probably managed all hands, including assigned convicts, and all operations, including the whaling and 

sealing—an extraordinary undertaking for a former nursemaid without management experience. If this is in 

fact the case, comparison can be drawn with Elizabeth Macarthur’s management of the properties Elizabeth 

Farm and Camden Park west of Sydney during her husband John’s absence in England . The physical 

isolation, lack of local military support and the only partly-developed nature of the property would have made 

Mary’s task the more difficult (Ward 2020, pp.134–37). For example, in the absence of her husband, it was 

Mary who faced Matthew Brady’s band of bushrangers when they raided Creek Hut in 1826 (an event 

commemorated by nearby Bradys Hill).

 

From about 1827, while establishing their house, the Merediths occupied the original log and shingle 

Malahide house built by Talbot (Edwin Meredith 1896, p.6; Ward 2020). The Merediths called this temporary 

home Belmont.

 

However, George Meredith junior, who remained at what became known as Red Banks, must have 

constructed a new home there. When he sold his land to William Orr in 1832 it contained a ‘messuage and 

tenement and barns, stables, sheds and other buildings’ (conveyance 1/1800, 6 September 1832). The 
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present Cottage may be this ‘messuage’ with later additions. The name of the property was apparently 

derived from the colour of the soil on the banks of the Meredith River ( ‘Farms for sale’ 1833).

 

The son of Irish solicitor Bernard Shaw and Frances Shaw née Carr, Dublin-born Protestant Edward Carr 

Shaw (1813–85) emigrated to Van Diemen’s Land as a seventeen-year-old with his sister Frances and her 

husband Arthur Greene, arriving in October 1830. After farming briefly at Campania, the Greenes decided to 

return to Ireland, but Shaw took a clerical job in William Orr’s Hobart office (Edward Carr Shaw 1878) which 

led to him leasing Red Banks from his boss. Having married Irish-born Anne Fenton (1812–56), by about 

1835 Shaw was established at Red Banks, being appointed a Glamorgan magistrate ( ‘The Gazette’ 1839) 

and coroner (‘The Gazette’ 1840), winning contracts to supply flour, fresh meat, salt pork and vegetables to 

Waterloo Point Convict Station and salt pork to Rocky Hills Probation Station (‘Commissariat contracts’ 

1845).

 

Shaw’s journal of accounts from 1836 to 1863 identifies key periods of construction at the Cottage, or as it 

is noted in the ledger as ‘Building House’. In March 1836 the ledger notes that 12 shillings and sixpence 

were paid to the blacksmith for materials to construct the chimney, followed by nine shillings and sixpence 

paid out for a window in April. The progression of building work to the hut continued in March 1837 with two 

thousand shingles purchased for £1 10 shillings and 13 shillings for boards, and in April 600 bricks were 

purchased for 18 shillings. By September 1837 building work had progressed to a barn, with 25 000 shingles 

purchased for £17 (NS832/1/1, vol.1, pp.14, 48, 50, 51, 53 and 67).

 

In 1837 the journal of accounts documents the detailed provision of supplies for sawyers and a carpenter, 

including fresh meat, sugar, flour, tobacco and soap. The following entries account for the purchase of 

building materials, presumably for extensions to the hut, including shingle nails, batten nails, butt hinges, 

turpentine, red paint, stone, lime, flooring timber, hemp and pitch. Accounts in 1839 document further 

building work at 'Red Bank Farm' with payments to sawyers and a carpenter (NS832/1/1, vol. 1, pp.14, 48, 

50, 51, 53 and 67).

 

Shaw bought the 1132-acre Red Banks at auction in 1846 (‘Sales by auction’ 1846; RD1/1/021–RD1/1/023, 

22/69/4630, Deeds of land grants) and in 1848 was living there in the stone and timber house, the Cottage, 

with his wife Anne Shaw née Fenton, five children and thirteen convict servants (CEN1/1/78, p.63). Anne’s 

mother Martha Fenton was living alone in the recently built three-storey main house (CEN1/1/78, p.33). Red 

Banks house emulated the Cambria homestead in that it was built on rising ground, with the back door at a 

lower level than the front door. One of the 75-cm-wide stone walls of the building was extended to 

accommodate several outbuildings, a meat house, a storehouse, a coach house, a bakehouse and a 

laundry (Shaw 2000, p.18).

 

Irish convict stonemason William Fogarty was assigned to Shaw on two occasions. On the first occasion, in 

February 1847, Fogarty was assigned to him for three months, but stayed seven. This is presumably when 

the main house at Red Banks was built. Fogarty returned in December 1848, this time spending more than 

a year in Shaw’s service (Conduct record, CON33/1/58, image 52). The latter period probably represents the 

building of, among other things, Bluff House/Cottage/Harbottles Cottage (THR#1557). Like another Shaw 

assignee, Suffolk-born labourer James Harbur Burgess (Conduct record, CON33/1/111, image 35), Fogarty 

became a tenant on Red Banks after securing his conditional pardon.  Securing tenant farmers was a 

typical large landowner response to the loss of convict labour in the post-transportation (post-1853) world, 

enabling them to continue to develop their farms at minimal cost. However, not all tenants were a success. 

An assignee to George Meredith at Cambria, Patrick Foy, also became a tenant on Red Banks, for 

example, but Foy was re-convicted for the manslaughter of his wife Mary Foy in 1861 (CON37/1/9, p.513; 

‘Supreme Court, Oatlands’ 1861).

 

The Cottage was extended to meet demand. Anne Shaw died in 1856, after bearing ten children; Shaw’s 

second wife Emma Goodall Cope bore two more children, giving him twelve offspring in all (no.90/1857; 

‘Marriage’ 1857). However, despite the Shaw family’s obvious need of space, they remained at the 

Cottage until Martha Fenton’s death in 1858 (Shaw 2000, p.18). After this time, the Cottage probably 

became the home of farm manager William McKenna (‘Obituary: Mr William McKenna' 1892), and from 

c1875–83 it housed heir to Red Banks, Frederick Shaw (1847–1923) and his new wife Jane Shaw ( ‘Births’ 

1876 and 1880).

 

The main house was severely damaged in 1862 when the original shingle roof caught fire ( ‘Fire at Swansea’ 

1862), but the exterior walls were sound enough for it to be repaired rather than replaced. The house 

underwent extensive changes at this time, with the walls of the third storey being extended upwards. Most 

of the cedar and mahogany doors, wainscotings, architraves, window frames and cedar shutters were 

rescued and reused in the second-storey main living area. The present cedar front door with fanlight was 

installed. The original drawing room was turned into a long room, while on the ground floor two rooms were 

converted into a dining room, and the original kitchen became a cellar. The kitchen fireplace was turned into 

a cupboard and the kitchen chimney was removed, producing the present roofline symmetry of a chimney at 

each end of the building (Shaw 2000, pp.18–19). William Fogarty was in charge of the re-build, and he also 
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built the new kitchen wing of the house.

 

The 1860s and early 1870s were a tough time for Tasmanian farmers.  Fruit and potatoes were shipped from 

Swansea to Melbourne in 1866 (‘Shipping intelligence’ 1866), but such sales became the exception as 

Victorian import tariffs mostly restricted Tasmanian producers to local markets . Despite the financial 

stringency, Shaw increased his holdings during this time, adding 343 acres (lot 3528) in 1865 (‘Sale of 

Crown lands’ 1865), 539 acres (lot 2234) in 1871 (RD1/1/069–RD1/1/071, 70/167/14347, Deeds of land 

grants) and 343 acres in 1874 (RD1/1/075–RD1/1/077, 76/102/15482, Deeds of land grants). In 1871 Shaw 

was elected MHA for Glamorgan in succession to his neighbour John Meredith , who had resigned (‘Political’ 

1871). However, Shaw lasted only five months, declining to stand for the next parliament (Parliament of 

Tasmania website). In the years 1874–77 he also succeeded Meredith as warden of Glamorgan (‘Municipal 

elections’ 1876).

 

Edward Carr Shaw and his successors at Red Banks not only led local community organisations but 

fostered local community events in the manner of the Drys of Quamby and the Reibeys of Entally. A 

paddock on Red Banks was used by the Glamorgan Agricultural Association for the annual ploughing match 

1857–75 (‘Swansea’ 1875); from the mid-1870s another paddock (now partly beneath the Shaw Street 

housing subdivision) served as the Swansea Racecourse and sports ground ( ‘Swansea’ 1876); from 1915 

the property also housed a rifle range for the local militia ( ‘Opening of the Swansea Rifle Range’ 1915); 

during the 1930s the Swansea Aerodrome was established on Red Banks (‘Swansea Aerodrome: first 

Melbourne passengers’ 1934).

 

When his eldest son Bernard Shaw was appointed Secretary of Mines, Edward Carr Shaw left Swansea to 

join him in Hobart (‘Swansea’ 1883), where he continued in his roles of coroner and magistrate (‘Obituary: 

Mr Edward Carr Shaw’ 1885). Frederick Shaw was resident in the main house in 1884 when ‘Through 

Tasmania’ journalist Theophilus Jones described a property extending four or five miles back into the tiers , 

rather like the adjoining Cambria. Red Banks was then carrying about 2000 Merino sheep, a few cattle, 50 

acres of grain and a few acres of English grass and mangolds. The home paddocks were divided by gorse 

hedges. Some of the Meredith orchard trees then remained from the 1820s (Jones 1884).

 

The wool industry declined through the 1870s and 1880s ( the value of Tasmania’s wool export fell from 

£484,000 in 1872 to £283,000 in 1889), but Frederick Shaw sought compensation in the wattle bark 

industry, that is, selling tannin-rich wattle bark for the tanning of hides. Wattle bark was sold within 

Tasmania but also exported. In 1877 it was calculated that wattle bark production cost £3 per ton and 

returned £4 10 shillings, giving the producer a profit of £1 10 shillings per ton (Richardson 1877). Profits 

varied from then on, but Red Banks had the advantage of a proliferation of wattles as the result of the 

ringbarking and removal of eucalypts as part of the creation of sheep pasture (Jones 1884). In 1885 and 

1886 Frederick Shaw advertised the right to strip wattle bark on the 4,400-acre property (‘Houses and land 

to let’ 1885, 1886), and in 1890 the Conservator of Forests called for East Coast wattle bark reserves to be 

established in order to foster the industry ( ‘Agricultural notes’ 1890). William Morey established a steam 

flour mill on land leased from Frederick and Jane Shaw in 1899 (transaction 10/152, 1899), but later his son 

Frank Morey converted this into a bark mill and purchased the one-acre property from the Shaws 

(conveyance 14/3470, 1918), thereby investing in the local bark industry.

 

Frederick and Jane Shaw retired to a new house, Kawara Cottage, built on Red Banks at the Bluff where 

they died in 1920 and 1923 respectively. Frederick had already handed the property to his twin sons Edward 

Bernard ‘Ned’ Shaw (1880–1959) and Frederick Charles Shaw (1880–1961). Terenure, named after Edward 

Carr Shaw’s native place in Dublin, was built opposite the main entrance to Red Banks c1909 as a marital 

home for newlyweds Frederick Charles Shaw and Rosie Miller ( ‘Miller Shaw’ 1910). In 1911 both the Cottage 

and Red Banks homestead were flooded by the Meredith River, causing the foundations of the latter to start 

to give way under the weight of the walls (‘Further floods on east coast’ 1911; Shaw 2000, p.43). After Ned 

Shaw became the sole proprietor of the property in 1925 ( ‘Swansea’ 1925), repairs were undertaken. A 

two-storey timber section of the house was replaced with a concrete addition, the northern wall was 

resurfaced with concrete and the corners of the building were reinforced with steel bars and concrete (Shaw 

2000, p.43). At that time the Cottage housed the property manager, William Carpenter, his wife Phoebe and 

family (‘Births’ 1917; ‘Abundant crops’ 1935). An estate of 6517 acres in 1910 (Tasmanian Government 

Gazette, 2 August 1910, p.812) had now grown to 7500 acres. Kawara Cottage burnt down in 1926, leaving 

only the original William Fogarty cottage in that vicinity ( ‘Swansea’ 1926).

 

By 1920, South Africa, with its plantations of exotic Australian black wattles and cheap labour , dominated 

the world wattle bark trade, with some Tasmanian tanneries even importing South African product (‘Wattle 

bark’ 1920). While Red Banks continued to produce wattle bark, its owners diversified their income further. 

During the Great Depression heralded by the ‘Wall Street Crash’ of October 1929, Ned and Lois Shaw 

turned their hand to tourism, offering the Red Banks homestead as a boarding house.  Through the 1930s 

and into the 1940s they advertised it as a ‘charming old country home’ which offered boating , bathing, 

fishing, golf, tennis, beautiful scenery and a mild climate ( ‘Board and residence’ 1932; advert 1939; ‘To let’ 

1943). At a time when aviation infrastructure was in its infancy, the Swansea Aerodrome was established on 
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Red Banks west of the Tasman Highway. From 1934 east coasters were connected to Hobart, Flinders 

Island and Melbourne by single-propellor Holyman’s Airways (Tasmanian Aerial Services) bi-planes known 

as Miss Currie and Miss Flinders (‘Swansea Aerodrome’ 1934). This was only four years after Tasmania’s 

first Commonwealth-controlled aerodrome was laid out at Western Junction as Launceston’s airport . The 

Swansea Aerodrome was the scene of a fatal accident in 1936 when two people were hit by the propeller of 

a Royal Australian Air Force Hawker Demon at full throttle on the runway (‘Two spectators killed at Swansea 

Aerodrome’ 1936). The aerodrome closed in 1939 when Red Banks owner Edward Shaw declined to renew 

the Civil Aviation Department’s lease (‘Aerodrome for Swansea likely’ 1949). Small rural aerodromes like 

these were not sustainable when larger aircraft were employed and greater infrastructure was required.

 

Ned Shaw willed Redbanks (will no.37/7240, 20 January 1961) to his sons Edward Carr Shaw (born 1914) 

and Charles Penwarne Shaw (born 1915), representing the fourth generation of Shaws to own it. The fifth 

generation of the Shaw family manage the working farm today, making this, like Brickendon, Kelvedon and 

Woodstock, one of the few Tasmanian farms to remain in the hands of the same family in three different 

centuries. The property was featured in Ward, Ferris and Brookes’ Houses and estates of old Glamorgan 

(2017).

 

 

Comparative analysis

 

Nineteenth-century slab timber cottages

The Cottage is a rare example of a surviving timber homestead on a major early-nineteenth-century pastoral 

property. The first homesteads on some properties, such as Huckamabad at Glencoe (THR#554) or 

Thompsons Villa at Enstone Park (THR#553), with split timber external walls, shingle roofs and lath and 

plaster interior walls, fell into disrepair and collapsed or were demolished long after they were replaced by a 

stone or brick main house. In other cases, such as at Woolmers (THR#5077), Kelvedon (THR#1562) and 

Mount Stuart (THR#4469), the original timber homestead was not abandoned but incorporated into a larger 

structure and thereby remained in use. The 1819 timber section of Woolmers and the 1829 

Oyster-Bay-pine-walled section of Kelvedon are still in good repair today. Like the Cottage, the 1823 

Brumbys Cottage at Richmond Hill (THR#5058) is a rare example of an early timber homestead still 

standing beside its brick or stone replacement—the difference being that Brumbys Cottage has been used 

and maintained until recent times, whereas the Cottage was abandoned at least half a century ago and is 

now partly a ruin. A comparable national example of vernacular architecture is an early slab timber building , 

Rose Cottage, at Wilberforce, New South Wales. The two roomed cottage, likely to be the original part of 

the house, was constructed c1811. The cottage forms part of a larger complex, which, like the Cottage at 

Red Banks, was gradually added to according to the needs of its inhabitants.

 

Early frontier consruction techniques

The Cottage is perhaps unique in a Tasmanian context in the breadth of frontier construction techniques it 

encapsulates, including split timber and wattle and daub walls, thatch and shingle roofing. It is possibly the 

only surviving Tasmanian example of wattle and daub, and examples are rare Australia wide. Thatched 

roofing is also rare in both Tasmania and Australia generally .

 

The Cottage is a rare example of a building which demonstrates successive phases of construction from the 

early days of the colony of Van Diemen’s Land through to the early twentieth century . Three different forms 

of roofing—thatch, shingle and corrugated iron sheeting—are in evidence. External wall treatments include 

split timber, wattle and daub, stone rubble and rendered lath and plaster, while inside the building Baltic pine 

and lath and plaster have been used in extensions to the original building. While the early building 

techniques like thatching were European, distinctly Tasmanian knowledge has also been applied. Early 

settlers, for example, learned which native trees split easily and produced durable timber, and found suitable 

local building stone.

 

The first phase of construction was a split timber building with a thatched roof. While no thatching remains, 

the bush pole framework, sapling roof rafters and horizontal twigs to which the thatch would have been 

attached can still be seen. Thatch and canvas were the earliest domestic roof coverings of European Van 

Diemen’s Land, used especially in the days before the discovery that the peppermint gum ( Eucalyptus 

amygdalina)  was easily split to make roofing shingles (Ratcliff 2015, vol.1, pp.376–77).

 

The second phase was the addition of wattle and daub walls. These are effectively reinforced mud walls, with 

a rendering of mud applied to both sides of a ‘crude basketwork of sticks (the wattles) woven around or 

nailed to uprights’ (Ratcliff 2015, vol.1, p.259). Thatching was attached to the outside of the mud ( Louisa Ann 

Meredith 1979, p.6). Wattle and daub was a common building technique in Van Diemen’s Land in the first 

half of the nineteenth century, but was frowned upon as timber, stone and brick became more widely 

available. Louisa Anne Meredith of nearby Spring Vale referred to wattle and daub as ‘this odoriferous 

composite order of rural architecture’ and ‘the least tidy kind of rough wall’ (Louisa Ann Meredith 1979, p.8). 

The 1841 sketch of the Cottage, in which the walls as well as the roof seem to be thatched, captures the 

building in this phase.
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The third phase was extensions to the southern and northern sides of the building. At this time a new 

shingle roof was put over the top of the existing one in order to accommodate these extensions. Baltic pine 

boards were used in some of the interior walls, and a vaulted, lath and plaster ceiling was constructed. The 

north-facing lath and plaster wall was rendered, and window and door joinery were fitted.

 

Structures utilising Oyster Bay pine

 

Oyster Bay pine rafters and poles can be seen in the ceiling of the Cottage, the low-slung barn, the ceiling 

of the blacksmith’s shop and the stockyard at Red Banks.  Other structures known to have Oyster Bay pine 

components  are these:

 

• the barn (framing) and stables (poles) at Cambria (THR#1559);

 

• the house and outbuildings at Kelvedon (the walls of the original Oyster Bay pine cottage remain inside the 

house, there is also an Oyster Bay pine shearing shed, a Dutch barn with Oyster Bay pine poles and 

Oyster Bay pine in the boatshed), THR#1562;

 

• floorboards at Glen Gala, THR#1518, Cranbrook;

 

• the frame of the shearing shed at Glen Herriot, THR#1519, Cranbrook;

 

• the barn at Muirlands, Little Swanport (THR#1523);

 

• internal supports at Spring Vale (THR#1515) at Cranbrook;

 

• verandah poles at Piermont (THR#1563), the Bend and the Hermitage near Swansea;

 

• elements of the barn at Woodstock (THR#1579), Triabunna;

 

• the logs in the log barn at Coswell (THR#1560), Swansea;

 

• the floor of a room at Coombe End, Bicheno (Ward & Martin Ferris 2016).

 

Known stands of Oyster Bay pine are now few. Structures utilising this timber are rare, with examples 

concentrated along the East Coast within the endemic range of the species. This suggests that extant 

Oyster Bay pine structures are uncommon if not rare.

 

Blacksmith’s shops

Red Banks has a rare example of a relatively intact blacksmith’s shop , with forge, bellows, anvil and 

associated tools, although no workbenches remain. Smithing was once an essential part of the day-to-day 

maintenance of tools, the shoeing of horses and the production of wrought iron farming equipment. Tasmania 

has a few better examples. Brickendon (THR#5180) has an outstanding example of an intact brick 

blacksmith’s shop, complete with forge, anvil, workbenches and associated tools, the only obvious change 

to the structure being the replacement of the shingle roof with corrugated iron sheets. Similarly, Woolmers 

has a c1822 rendered masonry blacksmith’s shop with a slate roof , central chimney breast, hearth, timber 

workbench and associated tools. Langtoft (THR#5567) and Inglewood (THR#5372) have relatively intact, split 

timber, shingle-roofed blacksmith’s shops with a forge still in place. Langtoft lacks the associated moveable 

heritage such as a bellows, anvil, pliers, hammer etc, but while the Inglewood blacksmith’s shop is 

dilapidated, it also retains the bellows, grinding stone and workbench. Connorville (THR#5056) has a 

repurposed blacksmith’s shop with a forge and blacksmith’s tools still hanging from the walls but is not in 

the same general state of preservation as those at Langtoft and Red Banks. Other nineteenth-century 

properties such as Barton (THR#4992), Old Wesley Dale (THR#4764) and Wanstead Park (THR#4984) 

retain repurposed former blacksmith’s shops which give little indication of their original function . Wanstead 

Park has a conjoined blacksmith’s shop and residence.

 

Hexafoils

The Cottage at Red Banks features what are probably rare examples of hexafoils (daisy wheels) carved into 

the paintwork on the frame to the front door. The hexafoil is considered to be a sun symbol. Ritual markings, 

or apotropaic markings, such as these reflect some ritual undertaken by the builder or homeowner to invoke 

protection and good fortune for the house (McCraig and Ridout 2012, p.127). Ritual objects, concealed in 

buildings as protection against witches and evil spirits, including mummified cats, shoes, witch bottles, and 

apotropaic markings, such as hexafoils and burn marks, have been found in the United Kingdom, Europe, 

North America and Australia. Markings and concealments occurred throughout Australia and Tasmania in 

the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Known examples in Australia include Sydney’s Hyde Park 

Barracks, which housed hundreds of convicts transported from England. At that site shoes, rosary beads 

and clothing were found. Cat remains were found concealed in conjoined cottages at Miller’s Point , Sydney, 
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and beneath Her Majesty’s Theatre in Ballarat. Aside from Red Banks, hexafoil markings have been found at 

these Tasmanian sites: the Court House at Oatlands (THR#5513), Shene at Pontville (THR#55554), the 

London Inn (Tedworth Hall) (THR#5559), Thorpe Mill and Farm at Bothwell (THR#66), the Richmond Court 

House (Municipal Buildings) (THR#1096), Stockdale at Campania (THR#5047) and Redlands at Plenty 

(THR#1276) (Evans 2017, pp.12, 14–16. 20, 22, 39, 42, 44 and 45). More are likely to be revealed by further 

research.

 

Early colonial farming estates

Red Banks is a fine and intact example of an early Colonial-era farming estate, consisting of successive 

nineteenth-century main houses, a barn, an animal shelter, a shearing shed, blacksmith’s shop, the ruins of 

workers’ quarters, the site of a shepherd’s hut, remnants of an early orchard and mature plantings. Kelvedon 

and Cambria exhibit a similar range of early Colonial farming estate features. Cambria has an 1835 stone 

main house, brick stables, timber barn, timber shearing shed, relatively intact orchard, nut trees and other 

mature plantings. Kelvedon has a house dating from 1829, early stone stable, Oyster Bay pine shearing 

shed, Dutch barn and stone workers’ cottage. Woodstock at Triabunna (THR#1579) features an 1830s 

homestead, stone stables, Oyster-Bay-pine-framed barn, the substantial remains of a eucalyptus distillery 

and the archaeological sites of a men’s shed and two shepherds’ huts . There are a few more complete 

examples of early Colonial farming estates such as Woolmers and Brickendon , but each of them 

demonstrates the granting of savannah woodlands to ‘respectable’ wool -growers as part of the convict 

assignment system, as well as  the features of an early colonial mixed farming operation. They demonstrate 

traditional early nineteenth-century concerns with finding a settlement site that commanded fresh water, 

shelter, a fine prospect of the surrounding area and in the case of the East Coast properties, access to 

shipping.
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

Red Banks demonstrates aspects of early frontier conflict, pastoralism and agriculture in colonial Van 

Diemen’s Land, including the frontier clases of the Black War (1824-31), the granting of the savannah 

woodlands to ‘respectable’ wool-growers as part of the convict assignment system, and the economic 

significance of convict labour and wool-growing in the first half of the nineteenth century. This is a fairly 

intact early farming complex, one of the oldest surviving on the East Coast, with houses from different 

eras and a relatively intact blacksmith’s shop. The Cottage (c1829) is perhaps the oldest surviving 

vernacular cottage in Tasmania, being a rare example of an early nineteenth-century simple timber slab 

cottage and a rare example of a surviving timber homestead on a major early-nineteenth-century 

pastoral property. It is perhaps unique in a Tasmanian context in the breadth of frontier construction 

techniques it encapsulates, including split timber and wattle and daub walls, thatch and shingle roofing. 

It is possibly the only surviving Tasmanian example of wattle and daub , and examples are rare Australia 

wide. It also features what could be rare example of hexafoils, although Tasmanian research on this 

topic is not extensive. The low-slung vernacular barn and stockyards are rare examples of the use of 

Oyster Bay pine poles and posts. Red Banks has a special association with George Meredith 

(1778–1856), grazier, whaler, sealer, boat builder and champion of the free press, and wool-grower 

Edward Carr Shaw (1813–85).

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

 

Red Banks demonstrates early frontier conflict between Europeans and Aboriginal people culimnating in the Black 

War (1824-31); the granting of savannah woodlands to ‘respectable’ wool -growers as bastions of the convict 

assignment system; the redeployment of this savannah woodland as sheep pasture; and the economic significance of 

convict labour and wool-growing in developing early Van Diemen’s Land. This is a relatively intact early farming 

complex, one of the earliest on the East Coast, with the original and subsequent main house, barns, shearing shed, 

ruins of workers’ quarters, the site of a shepherd’s hut and other farming infrastructure. Red Banks demonstrates not 

just the evolution of a farming property from the convict era to the present, but facets of its economic activity and its 

labour hierarchy.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

The low-slung vernacular barn, the Cottage and blacksmith’s shop ceilings and the stockyards at Red Banks are 

uncommon or rare examples of the use of Oyster Bay pine poles. Oyster Bay pine was once a popular East Coast 

building timber but stands are now few, as are surviving examples of buildings in which it features. Red Banks also 

features a rare example of a relatively intact blacksmith’s shop , with associated forge, bellows, anvil and other 

associated moveable heritage. 

 

The Cottage (c1829) is perhaps the oldest surviving vernacular cottage in Tasmania , being a rare example of an early 

nineteenth-century simple timber slab cottage. It is a rare example of a surviving timber homestead on a major 

early-nineteenth-century pastoral property. The Cottage encapsulates a breadth of frontier construction techniques, 

including split timber and wattle and daub walls, thatch and shingle roofing. It is possibly the only surviving Tasmanian 

example of wattle and daub, and examples are rare Australia wide. Thatched roofing is also rare in both Tasmania and 

Australia generally. The Cottage is a rare example of a building which demonstrates successive phases of 

construction from the early days of the colony of Van Diemen’s Land through to the early twentieth century . 

 

The Cottage features what are probably rare examples of hexafoils (daisy wheels) carved into the paintwork on the 

frame to the front door. The hexafoil is considered to be a sun symbol. Ritual markings, or apotropaic markings, such 

as these reflect some ritual undertaken by the builder or homeowner to invoke protection and good fortune for the 

house (McCraig and Ridout 2012, p.127). Only seven other examples of hexafoils are known to have been discovered 

in Tasmania thus far (Evans 2017, pp.12, 14–16. 20, 22, 39, 42, 44 and 45).

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

Red Banks has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the pattern of evolution 

of an important East Coast agricultural property first developed during the earlier part of the nineteenth century. The 

property is likely to have buildings, structures, surface and subsurface remains and deposits associated with 

residences, workers’ huts, shepherds’ huts, outbuildings, stockyards, sawpits, lime kilns and other farm infrastructure 

that have the potential to yield information about the form, functions and spatial layout of the place along with aspects 

of nineteenth century Tasmanian rural culture including class and gender differences , economic fluctuations, and 

changing rural practices and technologies. The gardens and orchards have the potential to yield information about 

heritage species.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.
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d)

Red Banks is a fine and intact example of an early Colonial-era farming estate, consisting of successive 

nineteenth-century main houses, a barn, an animal shelter, a shearing shed, blacksmith’s shop, the ruins of workers’ 

quarters, the remnants of an early orchard and mature plantings. It demonstrates traditional early nineteenth-century 

concerns with finding a settlement site that commanded fresh water, shelter, a fine prospect of the surrounding area 

and in the case of the East Coast, access to shipping. Like Kelvedon and Cambria, it is an intact example of an 

early-nineteenth-century Van Diemen’s Land farming estate complex.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

George Meredith (1778–1856), grazier, whaler, sealer, boat builder and champion of the free press, and Mary 

Meredith (c1795–1842) were significant figures in the early history of Van Diemen’s Land . George and Mary lived at 

Red Banks 1821-27 and together managed the property and their agricultural and maritime interests. Red Banks also 

has a special association with wool-grower Edward Carr Shaw (1813–85), who subsequently developed the property 

and established it as the home of the Shaw family for successive generations.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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