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The property consists of grassy flats and marshland adjoining Henderson Lagoon, a tidal, saltwater inlet,
and the village of Falmouth on the east coast of Tasmania . The house and main buildings stand near Devils
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Setting:

Creek, a small stream crossing the flats and emptying into the lagoon beside Falmouth. The southern
skyline of forested hills is dominated by the sharp summit of St Patricks Head. Thousands of years of
Aboriginal land management and almost 200 years of European land management are imprinted on the
landscape in the form of fire-managed grasslands and paddocks.
Description:

Glencoe is a colonial-era farming and dairying estate. While the single-storey historic main house may once
have been a visual landmark along the Tasman Highway and on the road into Falmouth , today the farm’s
modern sheds are more prominent on the skyline. The farming complex is approached along a meandering
entrance drive from the Tasman Highway. The registration includes the main house, the archaeological site
of Huckamabad cottage, the early dairy/cheese room, the c1901 dairy building and the Steel family
cemetery. Modern farm buildings, including hen houses, twentieth-century garages and the present farm
manager’s house are of low or no heritage value.
The c1841 main house is a conjoined double bungalow, that is, two long, adjoining single-storey hipped
buildings with steeply pitched, corrugated iron roofs and seven corbelled chimneys. The external walls are
random rubble, with red-brick-framed windows. The two main rooflines drain into a box gutter between them.
The original entrance on the northern side has an arched fanlight and sidelights. A second entrance door
beside the functioning one appears to have been reconfigured as a window. There are double-hung
twelve-paned windows almost to floor level on either side of the verarandah.
What started out as a symmetrical building is now a rambling structure which reflects the growing
accommodation needs of its nineteenth- and twentieth-century occupants. There have been several
additions. The original extent of the building is denoted by red brick quoins still evident within the northern
wall. The original building has been extended to both the east and the west. The addition to the western end
is said to have been constructed to accommodate officers from the Falmouth Probation Station c 1843
(McManus 1993, p.55). In 1949 two cement brick bedrooms were added to the eastern end under a separate
sloping roof to accommodate Tom Wardlaw and his new bride Helen Leibmann . Their separate entrance with
a two-columned porch, and its associated gate, concrete gateposts and remanent fencing remain today. A
new kitchen, scullery, storeroom and small bedroom with a verandah were added to the western end of the
homestead (McManus 1993, p.203). There are two small verandahs and a water tank enclosed in concrete
on the southern side, alongside remnants of a brick porch which once enclosed the door in this elevation.
Two hipped roof brick additions have been made to the south western corner of the house . The
shingle-walled, timber front verandah may be an early feature with twentieth-century modifications (McManus
1993, p.153). Aside from the c1843 extension, which changed the fenestration a little, the additions are very
much unsympathetic to the original structure.
The entrance hall has timber dadoes and a decorative timber hall screen, but the house has had an
extended period of non-habitation and the condition of internal features and finishings is variable. Some early
fireplaces remain. Mature macrocarpas stand on the western side of the house, and a large eucalypt on the
northern side.
The c1829 Huckamabad Cottage was located in a paddock about 100 metres south of the main house
beside Devils Creek. The cottage was a split timber structure with a shingled roof and lath and plaster
interior walls. It was still standing in the 1980s (McManus 1993, pp.35 and 102), but was subsequently
demolished.
The c1850 dairy/cheese room has cement-rendered random rubble walls, cement-rendered, bricked-up
windows, and a high-pitched roof of corrugated iron sheeting, presumably designed to keep the interior cool.
Much of the rendering has eroded away from the exterior walls. There is a vaulted ceiling, but all signs of its
original ventilation are now missing, the interior of the building now giving little indication of its original
purpose. In form the building resembles the historic dairy/cheese room at neighbouring Enstone Park,
suggesting that they were based on the same design.
The c1901 restored dairy/cheese room mimics the main house stylistically, with similar random rubble
walls and red-brick-framed windows. However, it is believed to have been built much later. The dairy formerly
had a shingle roof and a verandah around three sides, giving it a similar form to the neighbouring Enstone
Park early dairy/cheese room. However, it was restored with a roof of corrugated iron sheeting and no
verandah. It has double-hung twelve-paned windows either side of the main door on the southern side, and
another door on the western side. In 1993, pre-restoration, the building still contained shelves, a separator
and a cheese press (Cassidy 1996, p.165), but these have since been removed. The present form of the
building gives little indication of its original dairying purpose.
The Steel family cemetery was established about 400 metres north-east of the house on a rise
overlooking two branches of Devils Creek. It was formerly associated with a small Carpenter Gothic timber
Anglican church/schoolroom which was removed in the late twentieth century (McManus 1993, pp.262–63).
The main part of the cemetery, containing the headstones of Emma Charlotte Steel (1839–75) and Louisa
Jane Steel (1867–1928), plus one other illegible headstone, is within a modern mesh fence. However, just
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outside the fence at the northern end is the collapsed brick tomb and headstone of Richard Davidson, the
local postmaster who died in 1859 (McManus 1993, p.155). The twentieth- century farm manager’s house
and its mature plantings now interrupt the line of sight between the family cemetery and Glencoe main
house.
Archaeological potential
Glencoe includes buildings, structures and deposits that have the potential to contribute to an understanding
of the spatial configuration, functioning and evolution of the property during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. These resources may include:
• Buildings, outbuildings and huts (their design, materials, construction methods),
• incomplete and ruinous buildings and masonry walls,
• structures (including fences, walling, possible sawpits, lime kilns, brick pits, water distribution
infrastructure etc.),
• gardens, remnant plantings and hedges,
• modified topography,
• activity areas (including yards and stockyards), and
• sub-surface remains and deposits including those associated with buildings and structures that are no
longer extant, ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant buildings, cesspits, privies, refuse piles and scatters.
Glencoe includes buildings and structures which are no longer extant, including Huckamabad cottage ,
which is likely to contain sub-surface remains as well as surface artefact deposits.

History:

Glencoe is located within the country of the Oyster Bay nation (Ryan 2012, p.15), being part of a landscape
managed and kept open using fire by Aboriginal people for thousands of years before European occupation .
Huckamabad, as Glencoe was originally known, was a 2560-acre location to Dr John Henderson of the
British East India Company c1829, but in 1830 he sailed from Hobart Town on the Medway to return to India
(McManus 1993, p.15). In 1832 when the Quaker missionaries James Backhouse and George Walker
visited the property, Henderson’s Quaker overseer David Stead and his assigned convicts were living in a
four-room split timber house with windows consisting of canvas stretched across timber frames. The farm
was known as Huckamabad. The overseer had taken advantage of the tall timber on the property to fence at
least 30 acres (‘Valuable farm to let’ 1831; Backhouse 1843, p.145).
The advent of dairying
Stead raised sheep and dairy cattle, and grew wheat, potatoes and orchard fruit, the produce being shipped
to Hobart out of Swanport (editorial 1834). Dairying in Tasmania is usually associated with late-nineteenth
and twentieth-century farmers who selected land under the provisions of the Waste Lands Acts and Crown
Lands Actsin the far north-east or in the north-west. However, dairy products were needed right from the
advent of European settlement, and in the St Marys region local demand and natural conditions prompted
the development of dairying on mixed farms initially granted primarily for wool-growing. In an era before
refrigeration was available, a relatively remote place like Falmouth needed to be able to produce its own milk
and butter because it was difficult to transport. The development of dairying in the St Marys area is
attributable to suitable open grasslands, local demand for dairy produce and cool nights which helped to
keep such produce without refrigeration (Cassidy 1995, p.165).

After John Henderson’s death, in 1836 the property was granted to Charles Swanston and James Grant,
acting as trustees for Henderson’s brother and heir , the Indian-based Alexander Henderson. However, there
was no survey of the property for another three years, causing confusion about where the boundaries lay
(McManus 1993, p.49). Swanston and Grant sold the property to former Tullochgorum overseer Archibald
McIntyre, an emigrant from Fort William, Scotland (McManus 1993, p.49). McIntyre changed the property
name from Huckamabad to Glencoe in 1841, ‘in memory of his homeland’ and built the present stone rubble
and brick house about 100 metres away from Stead’s split timber one (McManus 1993, pp.51 and 54).
In the period 1836–48 convict parties built roads in the Falmouth area, including the St Marys Pass link
between Falmouth and St Marys. Government establishments of this kind presented commercial
opportunities to settlers who competed to provision them. McIntyre and neighbouring farmer Henry Cowell
are said to have embarked on or extended dairying operations in response to this new local market, and
McIntyre went a step further by extending his new house in order to accommodate officers from the
Falmouth Probation Station (1843–46) (McManus 1993, pp.54–55; Tasmanian Convict Probation Station
Inventory 2003). An addition on the western side of the house was built to accommodate the officers
(McManus 1993, p.55).
McIntyre also made an early, failed attempt to turn Glencoe into a seaside resort, offering for sale blocks
with sea frontages and talking up the climate, scenery and bathing potential ( ‘Notice’ 1846). The only
subdivision which eventuated was a 40-acre section for the Marine Hotel, later known as Mariposa
(McManus 1993, p.108). This is now a separate property and does not form part of the Heritage Register
entry for Glencoe.
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In the post-transportation era, when convict servants were no longer available, many landowners engaged
tenant farmers—often ex-convicts or immigrant farm labourers—as a way to continue development of their
property while keeping it viable. McIntyre leased parcels of land to four men of Scottish and Irish extraction
who also worked for him (McManus 1993, p.110). He died in 1857, aged 48, having appointed Francis
Groom of Harefield, James Grant junior of Tullochgorum and Henry Cowell executors of his estate until his
son Duncan McIntyre reached 25 years of age (transfer 5/1758).
Dairy farming and cheese production by Michael Steel’s tenants
When big-spending Duncan McIntyre was declared insolvent in 1861, the permanent assignee of the estate
and effects, John Francis Hobkirk, sold the estate to Michael Steel (transfer 5/1758; Hobkirk 1904,
pp.93–97), the owner of neighbouring Thomson Villa. While occupying the Marine Hotel (Mariposa), Steel
had several lessees at Glencoe, including ex-convict butter and cheese maker John Woodberry , who
presumably occupied the present Glencoe house and used the surviving c1850 cheese room.

St Marys was known as the centre of Tasmanian cheese production during the second half of the nineteenth
century. Cheese making was extremely hard, daily work, but cheese had the advantage of keeping without
refrigeration (Cassidy 1995, pp.7 and 39). Glencoe was principally a dairy property during Woodberry’s time ,
although he also fattened about 100 cattle per year and grew wheat (McManus 1993, pp.191, 240). His
cheese was sold in Hobart and at the early north-eastern tin mines (Cassidy 1995, p.165). Woodberry won
first prize for cheese at the Campbell Town Show in 1871 (‘Midland Agricultural Association’ 1871, p.4), the
prize for best maker of five cwt of cheese at the Melton Mowbray Show in 1872 ( ‘The Melton Mowbray Show’
1872) and first prize for cheese at the 1875 Campbell Town Show (‘Police Court’ 1875). During Woodberry's
time, a farm hand, John Warne, and his wife lived in the old Huckamabad house (McManus 1993, p.183).
August Becker, the son of German immigrant parents who had been tenants on the adjoining Thomson
Villa/Enstone Park property, replaced Woodberry when the latter moved to the Deloraine district . Another
German immigrant family, the Singlines, took over the lease and continued the focus on dairying operations
(McManus 1993, p.241). In 1888 Becker was milking about 75 cows and producing 10 to 12 tons of cheese
per year which was sold in Hobart (‘Falmouth’ 1888). In 1894 the Tasmanian Dairy Company established a
cooperative creamery at St Marys, which contributed cream to the main factory in Launceston. However, it
was too far from Launceston to transport cream before it curdled, and by 1897 the St Marys creamery was
converted into a cheese factory which operated into World War One (1914–18) (Cassidy 1995, p.169).
Becker’s lease was terminated in 1899, after which time he continued to make cheese at his farm near
South George River (Cassidy 1995, p.164).
James Wardlaw and family
James Wardlaw, the son of Chain of Lagoons dairyman Robert Wardlaw, replaced Becker at Glencoe and
undertook large-scale dairying, building a new cheese room and 52-bail milking shed (McManus 1993,
p.259). In common with many dairy operations he also ran a herd of pigs using the excess buttermilk and
whey as feed. Hemade cheese every day from 1900 until 1926 (Cassidy 1995, p.167). Rather than deal with
the Tasmanian Dairy Company, the Wardlaws apparently preferred to consign their cream and bacon to
Murdoch’s in Hobart via the railhead at St Marys (McManus 1993, pp.259–60). They also bred and fattened
beef cattle and grew wool (McManus 1993, p.260).

After Michael Steel’s death, Glencoe was sold to the Wardlaw family and Thomson Villa to Leslie Steel
(McManus 1993, pp.279–80). In 1939 James Wardlaw and his sons Tom and Pat Wardlaw were running
Glencoe, and it was they who added the concrete brick eastern section of the house for extra
accommodation (McManus 1993, p.342). Dairying expanded from the 1940s, with electricity bringing
increased mechanisation and saving labour. However, higher wages and smaller families also contributed to
a reduction in the rural workforce, and a rationalisation of the industry (Cassidy 1995, p.47; Newman et al
2016, p.7). Dairying ceased at Falmouth by the 1970s (McManus 1993, p.389), although wool growing
continued. Despite the Korean War ‘wool boom’ and other spikes in demand in 1989 and in recent years,
wool growing has been only intermittently profitable.
Comparative analysis:
Glencoe features a rare example of a mid-nineteenth-century dairy/cheese room. It was not a milking shed.
In an era when dairy herds were small, cows were routinely milked in the field. As cream separators had not
yet been invented, a dairy was a place where pans of milk were left to set on benches as part of the process
of producing cream, butter and cheese. In the pre-refrigeration days the most important thing was to keep
the milk cool so that it didn’t spoil. The early dairy/cheese room at Glencoe had design elements including a
steeply-pitched hip roof with extended eaves which may have reflected the desire to keep the contents of the
buildings cool. The now bricked-up windows may have originally contained shutters or other ventilation
devices. The same design would have suited equally well the building’s use as a cheese storage room , with
the maturing cheeses arranged on benches or shelves around the walls.

In form the early dairy/cheese room resembles the historic dairy/cheese room at neighbouring Enstone
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Park, suggesting that they were based on the same design. However, the one at Enstone Park, with its
intact windows and ventilation holes, more clearly demonstrates its original purpose. The restored dairy at
Killymoon is from a similar period to the building at Glencoe, and we know that in 1867 Killymoon had a
‘famous’ commercial dairying operation, selling butter in Hobart (advert 1867). The Killymoon dairy is very
similar in form to the Glencoe building, being a small rectangular brick building with a steeply pitched hipped
roof, centrally placed door and a vaulted lath and plaster ceiling.
A mid-nineteenth-century rendered stone cream-setting room which survives at Old Wesley Dale features
horizontal wooden shutters on the windows (Cassidy, pp.187 and 216). This appears to be the same dairy
building described by Theophilus Jones in 1883 as being ‘large and cool, with cement floor, centre and side
benches … [with] perfect ventilation though perforated blinds. ’ Jones added that he ‘counted forty creamers
of milk set, and some very nice butter, not made up, and in tubs’ (Jones 1883).
By 1885 the mechanical milk separator which skimmed off the cream had ended the time -consuming
process of setting milk in pans to allow the cream to rise (Cassidy 1995, p.10). Most surviving early
Tasmanian dairy buildings are from the later period when milk separators were commonplace . Lade’s
cheese room at Ripple (THR#729), for example, was used 1893–1914 (Cassidy 1995, p.106) but today only
its shelves recall its original purpose. The cheese room is a timber addition to the main house rather than a
standalone building, and it bears none of the cooling features of the earlier cheese rooms at Glencoe and
Enstone Park such as the steeply-pitched roof with extended eaves and, in the latter case, ventilation holes.
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Statement of
Significance:
(non-statutory
summary)

Glencoe demonstrates aspects of early pastoralism and agriculture in colonial Van Diemen’s Land ,
including the granting of the savannah woodlands to men considered respectable wool -growers as part
of Lieutenant-Governor Arthur's convict assignment system; the economic significance of convict labour
in Van Diemen’s Land; and the development of the dairy industry through the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Glencoe commands a cultural landscape shaped by Aboriginal burning practices and the
continuation of burning as part of European agricultural and pastoral practices. It features a
mid-nineteenth-century homestead, the archaeological remains of the earliest (c.1829) homestead, two
historic dairy buildings and the Steele family cemetery, all of which contribute to an understanding of
Glencoe as a mid-nineteenth-century farm. Glencoe features a rare surviving example of a
mid-nineteenth-century dairy/cheese room.

Significance:

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the
Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:
a)

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

Glencoe demonstrates the granting of savannah woodlands to ‘respectable’ wool -growers as bastions of the convict
assignment system; the economic significance of convict labour in Van Diemen’s Land ; and the development of the
dairy industry during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The historic farming complex is now only partially intact,
consisting of a mid-nineteenth-century homestead, the archaeological site of the earliest (c.1829) homestead and two
historic dairy buildings, but the agricultural setting remains much as it was, with open paddocks extending back to
the hills. The farming complex commands a cultural landscape shaped by Aboriginal burning practices and the
continuation of these as part of European agricultural and pastoral practices.
b)

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Glencoe has a rare example of a mid-nineteenth-century dairy/cheese room, with the steeply-pitched roof, extended
eaves and vaulted ceiling probably being designed to keep the interior cool. Only a few dairy buildings remain from
this pre-milk-separation era when such features were needed to create a cool environment and reduce the risk of milk
spoiling during the slow setting process.
c)

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s
history.

Glencoe is likely to have surface and subsurface remains and deposits of workers’ huts , outbuildings, lime kilns and
other farm infrastructure that may have the potential to yield information about the structure, spatial configuration and
functioning of a nineteenth-century mixed farm.The site of the original homestead, Huckamabad, is of particular
interest, because of its potential to yield information about aspects of early European occupation of Tasmania’s East
Coast.
d)

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s
history.

Glencoe demonstrates the characteristics of a mid-nineteenth-century farm, featuring a Colonial-era Georgian rural
house, the archaeological remains of the earliest (c1829) house and two historic dairy buildings. The homestead, with
its original symmetrical form, steeply pitched roofs, simple corbelled chimneys and double hung twelve -paned
windows, demonstrates characteristics of a Colonial-era Georgian rural house, but due to unsympathetic additions
now has a moderate level of integrity. The two dairy buildings also have moderate integrity. Together with the
homestead, the Steel family cemetery and the archaeological site of Huckamabad, they demonstrate the evolution of
a farming property from its earliest days in a relatively remote location through a long period of dairying and cheese
production. The surrounding rural landscape, the southern skyline of forested hills and the property’s relationship to
the village of Falmouth have not changed through almost two centuries of farm production.
e)

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

No Data Recorded
f)

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded
g)

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
h)

The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded
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PLEASE NOTE
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This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the
Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not
intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage
values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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Note

1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for 'Glencoe', #12019
on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 1 represents the whole of FR 141662/1 and part of 168326/1,
the boundary of which is marked by a thick black line and described
below.
3. Lot 1 includes standing features and archaeological potential, as
described in the datasheet for THR#12019.
4. All boundaries are cadastral boundaries unless otherwise described,
details of land parcels may be accessed through the Land Information
System Tasmania (the LIST).
A. South-east corner of FR 136081/1.
B. North-west corner of FR 40768/25 (acquired road).
A-B is a post and wire fence representing the western
edge of Falmouth Road.
C. Corner node of Tasman Highway.
D. Intersection of the near bank of Devils Creek and
5403250N.
C-D is a straight line.
E. Intersection of the near bank of Devils Creek and
the western boundary of PWS parcel (CID 1026147).
D-E is the near bank of Devils Creek.
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