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Setting: Cawood is a pastoral property on the River Ouse in the Central Highlands of Tasmania .  It is located 

approximately 2.5 kilometres north of the town of Ouse.  Cawood’s main house dominates its open rural 

setting from a small rise of higher ground, which provides long views across the neighbouring fields and the 

river.  The main house is approached along a formal drive from the southeast, and is sited within a parkland 

setting containing mature trees.  Several outbuildings are located to the north-east, south and south-east of 

the main house.

Description: Cawood contains a complex of buildings, historic gardens, landscape elements and archaeological features. 
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 The main house is located within a mature garden setting.  A compound of outbuildings to the north-east of 

the main house includes shearing sheds, staff accommodation, stables, barn and a large storage building 

with a saw-toothed roof.  A former coach house building and a separate worker’s cottage is situated to the 

south of the main house, with another worker’s cottage and abrick and stone outbuilding further to the 

south-east of the main house.

Gardens

Historic plantings make a valuable contribution to the place.  The property is approached via an avenue of 

deciduous trees, mostly elms and oaks, whilst numerous mature specimen trees are located across the 

property.  Approximately 400 metres of hawthorn hedgerows define the boundaries of the home paddock and 

internal access roads.  Other landscape features include an orchard and kitchen garden. There is an 

enclosed garden area around the north-eastern side of the house formed by low sandstone walls and 

retaining walls with capped square red brick piers.

 

1. Main house

The colonial-era Georgian house is of ashlar sandstone and is a composition of adjoining one and two-storey 

portions.  Its south-east elevation features a central skillion-roofed verandah supported by painted timber 

posts.  The ends of this verandah are enclosed by two symmetrical single storey flanking wings.  The main 

house has projecting stone mouldings and sills to its window and door openings, and the corners of its 

central two-storey portion have projecting quoins.  Separate hipped roofs cap this two-storey portion and its 

one-storey flanking wings.  These roofs are clad with short sheets of corrugated iron and have projecting 

boxed eaves.  Above the two-storey roof are three tall chimneys, of red face brickwork upon stone bases, 

with corbelled tops.  The central panelled door on the south-east elevation is flanked by two-over-two sash 

sidelights and is topped with a timber fanlight.  Timber-framed windows are tripartite on either side of, and 

directly above, this central door, with a central six-over-six double-hung sash flanked by two-over-two 

sashes.  The south-east elevation’s other windows are six-over-six double-hung timber sashes. 

 Late-twentieth century one and two-storey additions with external walls of carefully-detailed unpainted 

concrete blockwork have been added to the north-western elevation of the house.

 

2. Coach House

This two-storey building (coach house below, with hayloft over) with external walls of dressed sandstone is 

sited approximately 50 metres to the south-west of the main house.  The hipped roof has boxed eaves and 

is clad with short sheets of corrugated iron.  A short stone chimney, capped with two courses of brickwork, 

pierces the roof at the north-west elevation’s northern end.  The south-east elevation is five bays wide.  Its 

ground floor features two window openings with stone sills and timber-barred bases and highlights in front of 

glazing, which alternate with two timber barn doors of different sizes.  The upper-storey features five smaller 

window openings with similar timber barred details and stone sills, each centred above the corresponding 

door and window openings of the lower storey.  A later 20th-century lean-to clad with fibre cement sheeting 

is located at this elevation’s northern end, obscuring a third stable door.  The north-east elevation’s ground 

floor features a timber rail door and two six-pane timber windows.  The north-west elevation has a gabled 

half-dormer loading door and two small timber-barred window openings to the upper-storey hayloft.  An 

animal house with timber-framed and weatherboard-clad walls is attached to the northern end of this 

elevation.  The south-west elevation has no openings.

 

The inward-facing compound of stone and brick agricultural outbuildings to the north-east of the main house 

is enclosed on its north-western side by a long narrow building containing staff accommodation and stables , 

and on its south-eastern side by the shearing shed and other small outbuildings.

 

3. Barn 

This barn is located at the north-eastern corner of the compound. Its external walls are constructed from 

sandstone and feature narrow vertical openings splayed on the interior and without window frames or bars. 

 These may be possible gun slots, or openings for ventilation.  Its timber-framed roof features crown posts 

on substantial tie beams, forming a gabled roof sheeted in galvanised iron.  An upper opening in the 

north-eastern gable end suggests a possible former loft, although there is no internal framing structure for 

such a loft remaining.

 

4-5. Stables and staff accommodation 

The accommodation portion comprises separate rooms at the south-west end of this long single-storey 

outbuilding.  External walls on the south-west and north-west elevations are constructed of stone, and on 

south-east elevation brick with evidence of copperas limewash finish and dressed and margined sandstone 

quoins.  Internally its rooms feature timber slab internal wall partitions and whitewashed timber board 

ceilings. Two chimneys of red brick stand above the southern half of this building’s northwest -facing roof 

plane. The hipped timber shingle-clad roof has been over sheeted with corrugated galvanised iron.  Internally 

there are stabling stalls divided by stout square stone pillars and a mixture of timber, cobbled and earthen 

finished floors.

 

6. Stone outbuilding  

This approximately 14 metre long stone building is of identical width to the shearing shed and with 
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lower-pitched roof. The outbuilding terminates in a hip at the north-west end of the shearing shed.  Two 

windows in the south-west elevation are infilled with face brickwork, laid to provide ventilation via ten 

half-brick openings per window.

 

7. Hip-roofed outbuilding

Currently used as a shearing shed, this outbuildings forms the north-eastern edge of the concrete-paved 

sheep yard.  L-shaped in plan, its south-west elevation contains five wide bays divided by stout stone pillars, 

with timber and steel partitions.  Its roof is clad with short sheets of corrugated iron.

8. Shearing shed 

Located at the southernmost corner of the compound, the shed is constructed from sandstone. Its 

north-east elevation features a window opening containing large horizontal timber louvres and three low 

chutes for returning sheep to a yard paved with exposed-aggregate concrete slabs.  Both gables of its 

steeply pitched roof are infilled with timber weatherboards.

 

9. Saw-toothed storage building

Located at the north-east edge of the compound, this building extends between the stables and the barn 

and adjoins the latter’s north-west elevation.  It is a large timber-framed agricultural shed comprising four 

skillion-roofed bays.  Its north-east and south-west elevations are partially open and partially clad with 

vertical timber boards.  The roof of the shed’s north-western bay extends over the north-eastern end of the 

stables, and the shed roof’s framing and corrugated iron sheeting has replaced the fabric of the stables’ 

former roof.  The saw-toothed roof building does not make a direct contribution to the significance of the 

place.

 

This inward-facing compound of agricultural buildings also features stone walls and fencing of various periods 

which defines its boundaries and supports various farm operations.

 

10. Worker’s Cottage (mid-20th century)

Located approximately 160 metres south of the main house, this single-storey building is timber-framed and 

clad with weatherboards, with a verandah under separate roof on the north-eastern elevation. The building is 

of no heritage significance.

 

11. Worker’s Cottage (early 20th century)

Located approximately 250 metres southeast of the main house, this single-storey building is timber-framed 

and clad with weatherboards, hipped and gabled roof clad in corrugated iron with two brick chimneys and 

bay window to the front elevation. An extension was added to the western elevation in the in the 

mid-twentieth century. The building is of no heritage significance.

 

12.  Brick and stone outbuilding (19th century)

Directly behind the early 20th-century timber house – between it and the river – is a small 19th-century 

building.  This building’s external walls have stone footings and are largely constructed from brick .  Its 

north-west elevation is formed by the stone blocks of a portion of a freestanding stone and brick wall, an 

additional L-shaped section of which extends further to the small building’s north -west.  The long portion of 

this section includes an opening with a late 20th-century timber picket gate.  The building has two timber 

doors in its north-east external wall, and three small timber-framed windows – two in its south-west wall and 

one in its north-west wall. The roof is clad in short sheets of galvanized corrugated iron and has a gable at 

the north-west elevation and a hip at the south-east elevation.  Internally the raked ceilings are of painted 

timber lining boards, and the plastered walls are white washed.  There is no evidence of a hearth.

 

Archaeological potential

Cawood has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the functioning 

and evolution of colonial-era and later nineteenth-century agricultural properties.  This potential may be 

associated with buildings (their structure, materials, construction methods), structures (eg. fencing/walling, 

possible sawpits, lime kilns, brick pits, sheep washes/dips, water distribution infrastructure etc.), gardens, 

activity areas (e.g. yards, stockyards), as well as subsurface remains and deposits including those 

associated with buildings and structures that are no longer extant, ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant 

buildings, cesspits, privies and refuse piles.  These resources have the potential to provide information as to 

the form, functions and spatial layout of the place along with aspects of Tasmanian rural culture including 

class and gender differences, economic fluctuations, and changing rural landscape, practices and 

technologies.

The archaeological potential of Cawood includes but is not limited to the following features (recorded in 

2018):

 

13. Archaeological feature - mounded feature: Approximately 14 x 7 metres with cut sandstone blocks 

as footings located atop the riverbank to the west of the main house.  The sandstone blocks are in a line 

parallel to the riverbank with evidence of a small return at the northern end.  A building in this location is 

shown on an historic plan (TAHO, AF396/1/844). The feature may be a remnant of a water-powered pump 

footing, or be the location of the waterwheel constructed in c.1848. 
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14. Archaeological feature – building footings: Approximately 10 x 5 metres constructed of cut 

sandstone blocks located on the north-western side of the coach house.

History: Cawood is located within the country of the Big River nation (Ryan 2012, p.13).  Prior to European 

occupation, the region had been managed by Tasmanian Aborigines using traditional land management 

practices including regular low-intensity burning. Europeans in the early colonial era viewed the resulting 

landscapes as well suited to stock raising and cropping.

Thomas Frederick Marzetti

The European history of Cawood appears to have begun with Edward Lord, in c.1820, who used the land as 

a grazing reserve and an extension of his estate Lawrenny (THR#877).  However, its early history is most 

closely associated with Thomas Frederick Marzetti (c.1796-1852) who received a location order for 1,000 

acres in 1824.  Marzetti had arrived in Hobart Town in April of that year, accompanied by his wife and three 

children and £1,286 in goods and cash.  He came with a letter of support from the British Government 

authorising him to be provided a grant of land commensurate to his wealth.  He took up land on what was 

then known as the Big River, naming his property after the market town of Cawood on the River Ouse in 

North Yorkshire (TAHO LSD408/1/12; CSO1/1/155/3718, 21 January 1825; cawood.com.au; TAHO Wayn 

Index; VanderNiet). 

Marzetti and his family soon settled on their property.  By the beginning of 1825 he had erected ‘miserable 

buildings’ for housing both his family and stock, and had started ploughing, bringing 30 acres into cultivation. 

 Post and rail fencing enclosed some 150 acres and secured his stock of 900 sheep, although this did not 

deter bushrangers or theft from his flocks.  Marzetti continued to make improvements to the property, and 

by 1828 his temporary housing had been replaced by a ‘very substantial house’ of eight rooms which cost 

£400, as well as housing for his convict servants (he noted that he employed between five to eight in this 

period), a wool shed, stable, sheds and barn.  His flock had grown to 1 400, and further land was enclosed 

with fencing.  Marzetti was rewarded with additional grants of a further 1 560 acres ( TAHO, 

CSO1/1/155/3718, 21 January 1825; 17 May 1826; 27 February 1828; and 19 January 1830).  Together with 

other landholders of the district, Marzetti and his staff took part in the ‘Black Line’ operation of October 

1830.  The exercise ultimately failed in its attempt to capture Aboriginal people still living in areas settled by 

Europeans, and one of Marzetti’s stock huts was robbed by a group of Aboriginal people in 1831. About 240 

people from Big River nation are thought to have died during the conflict between 1822 and 1831, and 

approximately 60 Europeans (Ryan 1996, pp.110, 112; Hobart Town Courier 25 September 1830, p.3; 

Colonial Times 8 June 1831, p.3; Ellis (ed.) 2001, p.2).

John Glover

In 1837-38 landscape painter John Glover visited the Central Highlands, sketching and painting three 

prominent estates: Cawood, Montacute (THR#10038) and Ratho (THR#70).  Art curator and author David 

Hansen suggests that these paintings develop the theme of ‘the triumph of colonial order in the unruly 

antipodean Paradise’, and are among Glover’s most beautiful depictions of the Australian countryside under 

the impact of European settlement.  The paintings vividly capture the isolation of these properties 

surrounded by awesome and seemingly infinite wilderness, as well as depicting the success of their owners 

in bringing the land into productivity (Hansen 2003, pp.104, 114, 118 & 227).  Glover’s sketch of Cawood 

dated from this period shows that two single-storey wings had been constructed on either side of the 

two-storey main house.

By the early 1840s Cawood contained the main house, coach house, barn, stables, piggeries, fowl houses 

and cattle stalls, all built without ‘regard to cost’ (Holiday & Trigg 1988, p.140;  Launceston Advertiser 27 

May 1841, p.3).

William John Turner (‘Big’) Clarke and Henric Nicholas

Marzetti suffered financial difficulties, and mortgagees sold Cawood in 1844.  At that time it contained some 

1,700 fenced acres divided into paddocks with several hundred in cultivation.  The house was described as a 

‘large family mansion’ with associated outbuildings (Hobart Town Courier 5 January 1844, p.3).  It was 

acquired by William John Turner (‘Big’) Clarke, who went on to become Tasmania’s first millionaire.  Clarke 

employed Henric Nicholas (1805-1887) to manage Cawood, and Nicholas in turn purchased the property 

from him in 1846 (LTO Con 3/2111).  Henric and his son George Clarence Nicholas (1851-1933) made a 

great success of the property, acquiring vast areas of land in the district, capable of carrying 35 000 sheep 

and 2 500 head of cattle (Holiday & Trigg 1988, p.140).

The Nicholas’ made further improvements, including the construction of an irrigation channel that ran 

alongside and into the river behind the house, and a 3.6 metre diameter water wheel constructed in c.1848 

and capable of pumping about 120 gallons a minute to irrigate 80 acres, pumped from the river by 

horse-power;  Archaeological Feature 1 may relate to this structure (Mason-Cox 1994, p. 11). Cawood’s 

gardens also gained repute during the nineteenth century, with their beeches, elms and oaks and 

surrounded by hawthorn hedges (Mercury 14 March 1885, p.2; 12 October 1885, p.3).  In addition to wool 

production, Cawood became known for the quality of its fat lambs raised on pastures improved with English 

grass varieties (Colonial Times 7 April 1846, p.3; 3 March 1848, p.3).

Both Henric and his son George Clarence Nicholas played a number of civic roles in the community.  A 

prominent member of the local community, since 1847 Henric Nicholas had been a ‘justice of the peace for 

the territory’ and he also served as a road trustee and municipal councillor until a few years prior to his 

death in 1887.  Following Henric’s death the management of Cawood was taken over by his son George , 

who himself went on to serve on the local council, including a period as Warden of the Hamilton municipality 
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(Mercury 6 August 1887, p.1).

George Clarence Nicholas

George Clarence took a great interest in Tasmania’s early pastoral and agricultural shows , and enjoyed 

considerable success with sheep breeding.  By the beginning of the twentieth century Cawood formed part 

of vast landholdings in the district, amounting to some 70 000-80 000 acres and carrying about 20 000 

sheep and 2 500 head of cattle.  Sheep and cattle were fattened on the property, serving the newly emerged 

mining population centres of Mount Lyell and Tasmania’s west coast generally .  All wool produced at 

Cawood was exported to the English markets (Cyclopedia of Tasmania 1900, p.447).  In 1905, Cawood 

produced Tasmania’s largest clip, with 500 bales sent to market that year (Mercury 4 January 1905, p.6).

A first class stock property, it was valued at £56 382 in 1928, running 11 400 sheep and 470 head of cattle. 

 The property contained a complex of buildings, including the stone house, barn, stables and a 

weatherboard cottage.  Cawood formed the centre of five combined properties, totalling approximately 15 

000 acres, including Cawood, Hunter’s Hill (THR#875), Tor Hill, Guildford and Springvale (NAA, P2134, 

Valuation Field Books, Cawood, 1928-33, p.189).

George Clarence Nicholas died in 1934, and his extensive pastoral properties were put on the market in 

1946.  His properties totalled 52 455 acres, comprising Cawood (14 899 acres), Bronte (12 300 acres), Lake 

Echo (8 821 acres), Triangle Marsh (10 128 acres), Maguires Marsh (4307 acres) and Victoria Valley (2000 

acres) (Mercury 6 November, 1933 p.6; 21 December 1946, p.17).

 

Arthur Drysdale

Arthur James Drysdale purchased 23 246 acres of Nicholas’ estate, including Cawood, which then 

comprised  Guildford, (5793 acres), Tor Hill (3360 acres), Hunters Hill (1450 acres), Springvale (2295 acres) 

and Cawood (2001 acres) in 1947 (Advocate 1 Feb 1947 p9). Drysdale installed a steam pumping plant on 

the opposite side of the river, on the property known as Watson’s Marsh, situated on the bend of the River 

Ouse (Mason-Cox 1994, p.11). It is possible that earlier irrigation pumps were also installed at this location 

– this feature is not part of the Cawood entry in the Heritage Register.

 

Drysdale (1887-1971) was a farmer, financier, self-made entrepreneur, and businessman who was the tenth 

son of John Drysdale, mill-owner and storekeeper at Dover. As a young man Drysdale began what became a 

successful pattern of entrepreneurial activity of borrowing, buying, improving and selling; his first commercial 

venture was in livestock, then butchering (Mercury 3 December 1953, p.5). Throughout the early twentieth 

century he owned a number of other large properties in the Southern Midlands, including Belgrove, Mount 

Vernon (THR#5485), Kelvin Grove, Meadowbank and the Grange (Ely & Beechey 1996:41, Mercury 3 

December 1953, p.5). Drysdale was involved in several large ventures in the hospitality industry, including 

Wrest Point Riviera Hotel, Hadley’s Hotel and Tattersall’s lottery.

 

In 1953 Drysdale sold part of the Cawood property to Mr John Wilmore Clemons, including the old 

homestead (recently modernised), cottages and outbuildings constructed from freestone (Mercury 9 Dec 

1953, p.7; LTO Con 27/6633). Clemons relocated to the Southern Midlands from Flinders Island in 1953; 

prior to leaving ‘the island’ Clemons sold a number of properties (Examiner 22 Aug 1953, p.18).

Late twentieth century

In 1961 Clemons sold 308 acres and 8 perches, including the old homestead, cottages and outbuildings, to 

Brandon Pty Ltd, owned by Ross Alan Johnston, and the Johnston family (LTO Con 33/3528; LTO Mem 

41/9712-3). Mr Johnston later took on the role of Warden of the Hamilton municipality , and was actively 

involved in community affairs. In 1964 Brandon Pty Ltd changed the name of the company to Cawood Pty 

Ltd; the same company also purchased the neighbouring 77 acres that included the Hunter’s Hill 

outbuildings (LTO Mem 37/9151). Cawood Pty Ltd purchased an adjacent parcel of 1 134 acres in November 

1962 (LTO Con 34/8920).  The business continued to produce wool, fat lambs and cattle as well as running 

dairy cows.  It also was an early participant in the establishment of the Tasmanian pyrethrum industry 

(Mercury 30 March 1977, p.26; Holiday & Trigg 1988, p.140).  Cawood was bought in 1996 by Robert D 

Paton, with the property used for sheep and cattle production, as well as cropping. Paton also owns 

neighbouring Hunter’s Hill (THR#875) (‘Cawood’ website).

 

Comparative Analysis

During the 1820s, the European population of the colony boomed, exceeding 10 000 people by 1823.  Large 

land grants encouraged the development of the pastoral industry, and remained free until 1831.  The size of 

the grant was commensurate with the capital brought to the colony by the settler, and through grants, 

purchase or lease, pastoral estates of thousands of acres were established during the 1820s and 1830s 

(Rand 2005, p.206). The early development of these properties was greatly aided by access to assigned 

convicts who provided a low cost labour force during the 1820s and 1830s. The European occupation of Van 

Diemen’s Land also coincided with the great expansion of the British milling industry which created a great 

demand for wool (Ratcliff Vol.3 2015, p.1462).  These pastoral properties were established over the most 

valuable grassland plains of the midlands, central highlands and south east which supported stock in large 

numbers.

The size of the properties, access to assigned convict labour and the wealth generated by wool allowed for 

the establishment of estates on a considerable scale.  Typically, these would include a large house 

constructed from materials such as stone or brick and a range of service buildings, along with staff housing 
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to accommodate farm workers.  Many such elements (e.g., stables, barns and so forth) can be found 

across most agricultural properties of this period, along with landscape elements such as cleared pastures, 

field enclosure (dry stone walling, fencing or hedgerows), and outlying huts.  Elements such as shearing 

sheds and yards, wool sheds and sheep dips or washes are distinct to pastoralism.  Shearing sheds are 

probably the most prominent of such pastoral buildings, typically being the largest of rural buildings. 

 Shearing sheds are commonly long and low structures, often constructed from timber allowing for easy 

extensions.  Many have their floors elevated above the ground to allow waste to fall through ( Ratcliff Vol.3 

2015, p.1464).

Cawood is located in one of Tasmania’s key pastoral districts and was granted during the emergence of 

pastoralism as a pre-eminent industry in the colony.  It demonstrates a number of principle characteristics 

common to large pastoral properties. This includes the large house, separate staff housing, coach house, 

barn and stables, and shearing sheds.  Within the Tasmanian Heritage Register there are a number of other 

pastoral properties with similar principal characteristics where the cultural heritage values can be easily read 

in the extant fabric. Woolmers (THR#5077) at Longford has a complex which includes a large main house, 

stables and coach house, various staff houses, cart shed, former chapel, farm stables, timber woolshed 

(constructed in 1819 and possibly the oldest of its type in Australia), cider press, blacksmith’s shop, 

bakehouse, store, pump house, windmills, sheep dip and site of convict barracks. Similarly Cranbrook 

House (THR#1512) at Cranbrook has a large complex of building including a large stone house, stone shed, 

wooden stable and wooden shearing shed. Quamby (THR#4832) at Hagley has a large house, brick barns, 

stores, coach houses, staff housing, stables and shearing shed, and Kelvedon (THR#1562) at Swansea 

includes a large house, stone stables, barn, shearing shed and cottage.

The barn at Cawood incorporates several narrow vertical openings. There is speculation that the inclusion of 

narrow vertical openings in rural outbuildings functioned as ventilation (the form cooling the air that flowed 

into the building, limiting entering light, preventing hay from escaping, and limiting access to people or 

livestock), or as a defensive feature linked to attacks from bushrangers (escaped convicts) and frontier 

conflict with Aboriginal tribes, as European settlement expanded (Minchin 2005, pp.61-1; McFarlane 2005, 

pp.147-9; Gapps).

The sandstone barn on the neighboring property, Hunter’s Hill (THR#875) incorporates several narrow 

window openings to three elevations; some other barns on rural properties across Tasmania also display this 

feature. The sandstone barn at Shene, Pontville (THR#5554) has a series of staggered narrow window 

openings that address the central courtyard if front of the stables. Saltmarsh Farm at Longford (THR#5071) 

includes a substantial brick barn and Diamond Cottage dating from the 1830s; the barn has narrow vertical 

openings with iron bars behind. During this period William Saltmarsh junior was appointed a special 

constable, where he was assigned to capturing bushrangers. Old Wesley Dale at Mole Creek (THR#4764), 

is formed by a complex of structures dating from the 1830s, including a two-storey stone barn. The upper 

level of the northern elevation incorporates narrow vertical openings facing the hills. During the ownership of 

Lieutenant Vaughan, George Augustus Robinson wrote of the attacks from the ‘natives’ , and in 1833 

escaped convicts attacked the property for food (see THR#4764). A sandstone barn at Red Banks at 

Swansea (THR#1564), a property associated with George Meredith from 1821 until the 1830s, then Edward 

Carr Shaw from the c1835 to 1885, also has a series of narrow vertical openings on the southern elevation. It 

is known that isolated settlements on the east coast were under repeated attacks from escaped convicts; in 

1825 Meredith’s property was raided by bushranger Matthew Brady (Hodgson, ADB).
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

Cawood is of historic cultural heritage significance because it demonstrates early land settlement 

practices and the development of pastoralism on a large scale.  It was one of the largest estates in 

Tasmania by the early 20th century. The extensive complex of standing buildings and subsurface 

material has research potential to provide important information related to a substantial rural estate.  The 

place is a particularly fine example of a pastoral estate on a considerable scale, and the house is a 

notable and particularly fine example of its type demonstrating the principal characteristics of early 

Colonial-era Georgian architecture.  It has a special association with John Glover, noted artist who made 

sketches and a painting of the landscape during the late 1830s. The place was a source of inspiration 

for John Glover, while the combination of historic buildings, mature gardens and riverside setting is of 

visual appeal. The barn at Cawood incorporates several narrow window openings; there are few known 

examples of this feature in rural buildings across Tasmania .

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:

Cawood is of historic cultural heritage significance for demonstrating patterns of early land settlement and use in Van 

Diemen’s Land, with particular reference to the development of pastoralism on a vast scale and supported by a 

convict workforce.  Agricultural use and development of the property commenced in c.1820, an early period in the 

European settlement of Tasmania.

The scale and quality of the house, gardens, and service buildings assist in demonstrating the wealth generated by 

agriculture during the nineteenth century allowing for the creation of impressive estates. By the early twentieth 

century, Cawood was one of the largest grazing properties in Tasmania .

The mature trees and other garden elements demonstrate the application of nineteenth-century northern hemisphere 

traditions of garden design in the Tasmanian landscape, and is reflected in Glover’s depictions of the Tasmanian 

countryside under the impact of European settlement. 

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

The barn at Cawood incorporates several narrow window openings for ventilation, or possible gun slots linked to 

defence against attack from Aboriginals and bushrangers . There are few known examples of this feature in rural 

buildings across Tasmania.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.
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c)

Cawood has the potential to provide information which would contribute to an understanding of the functioning and 

evolution of an important Tasmanian agricultural property developed during the earlier part of the nineteenth century . 

 Investigation of standing structures and subsurface remains has the potential to yield information about the form, 

functions and spatial layout of the place along with aspects of nineteenth century Tasmanian rural culture , including 

class and gender differences, economic fluctuations, and changing rural practices and technologies.  Historic 

plantings and landscaping elements could provide information regarding garden design and fashions, plant availability 

and acclimatisation of exotic species.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

Cawood is a relatively intact, representative example of a farming estate associated with the development of 

Tasmania’s pastoral industry.  It demonstrates the principal characteristics of this historical land use through the 

number of extant buildings, archaeological deposits, layout, landscape and gardens.  This includes the Colonial-era 

Georgian sandstone main house and complex of agricultural buildings, including a coach house, staff housing, 

stables, barn, storage and shearing sheds.  In combination these elements demonstrate the evolution of agricultural 

practices from the 1820s, through to the early twentieth century.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

Cawood and the surrounding landscape were the subject and source of inspiration for noted artist John Glover.   In 

1837-38 artist John Glover, who is acknowledged as the most important Australian landscape painter of the early 

colonial period, made three sketches and one painting of the property.  Cawood was one of three central highlands 

properties painted by Glover, and these are among his most beautiful paintings of the Tasmanian landscape .

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

Cawood has aesthetic significance which is beyond the ordinary. Cawood and the surrounding landscape were the 

subject and source of inspiration for noted artist John Glover.  Glover’s depictions of the central highlands, including 

Cawood, are acknowledged as among his most beautiful paintings of the Tasmanian landscape . The place is 

uncommonly attractive and distinctive within its setting of formal gardens and the spatial arrangement of the house 

separated from its agricultural buildings.  The complex of shearing sheds, barn, stables and housing wing is largely 

constructed from stone and forms a cohesive and visually appealing group of buildings.

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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1. Main House
2. Coach House
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4. Stables
5. Staff Accommodation
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