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St Mary’s Hospital (Bldg 1) from the north on
Davey St. Intersection with Salamanca Pl is at
right.

© NRE 2024

€.1885-87-constructed Building 3 at centre. Bldg

5 is to its left, and Bldg 1 to right.
© NRE 2024
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Facgade of the Hydro-Electric Department offices

(Bldg 4) on Murray St, with Bldg 5 to its right.
© NRE 2024

Within the plaza, from left to right: part of Bldg 3,
and Bldg 5.
© NRE 2024

of the ‘Red Brick Building’ (Bldg 6).
© NRE 2024
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Within plaza, from left to right: Bldg 6 remnant

(‘Red Brick Building’), Bldg 3, and part of Bldg 5.
© NRE 2024

Stone retaining wall, to the south-east of the

Salamanca Wing (Bldg 2).
© NRE 2024

Re-used Tasmanian blackwood joinery and

panelling in a room behind the Bldg 4 fagade.
© NRE 2024
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mid-1880s: at right, completed Salamanca Wing

(Bldg 2); at left, construction of Bldg 3 underway.
Tasmanian Archives NS5742/1/34

undated, but before 1862. St Mary’s Hospital
(Bldg 1).
Tasmanian Archives PH30/1/118

Building 1 at right. undated, but ¢.1922. Murray Street fagade of the
Hydro Electric Department’s offices (Bldg 4).

Tasmanian Archives PH30/1/5605

undated, possibly ¢.1940. Building 5, with Bldg 4

to its left and Bldg 3 at far right. T » .
Tasmanian Archives NS1231/1/28 2005: Building 5, prior to the demolition of its

1960-constructed fifth storey.
© NRE 2005

g |

Statement of Significance: (non-statutory summary)

St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) is notable for its association with institutionalised health care and treatment by specialised
medical and surgical staff during Tasmania’s early colonial period . The survival of a purpose-built hospital from that time is very
uncommon in the Tasmanian context. The other buildings within the complex housed an evolving series of government
departments, and are strongly associated with the growth and ongoing provision of government services across Tasmania . They
are among the few other comparable places that were built in Tasmania during the 19th and early 20th centuries to solely serve
as office accommodation for departments of the Colonial and State Governments. Specific areas within the complex’s former St
Mary’s Hospital (Building 1), the Salamanca Wing (Building 2), the Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments (Building 3)
and the Red Brick Building (Building 6) have high archaeological potential. Through detailed investigation these areas may
provide information that could not be derived from any other source, including evidence of the range of uses to which the
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buildings were put during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Important achievements of Edward Samuel Bedford (1809-1876) —
prominent surgeon, doctor, and public servant — are directly linked to St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1), and he continued to be
closely involved in its operation and administration until the hospital’s closure in 1862. The former headquarters (Building 4) of
the Hydro-Electric Department has a special connection with the State government body that in 1929 was reconstituted as the
Hydro-Electric Commission. The former St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) and the Salamanca Wing (Building 2) possess
distinctive qualities of composition and detail, and Building 1 is pivotal in exhibiting the aesthetic characteristics of Gothic-style
architecture in the Tasmanian context.

Why is it significant?:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

9)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from
the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1), constructed in the 1840s, is notable as the site of — and for its association with —
institutionalised health care and treatment by specialised medical and surgical staff during Tasmania’s early colonial
period. As the buildings of the Parliament Square complex developed and evolved from the 1860s until the early 21st
century, they housed a similarly evolving series of Colonial and State Government Departments. The buildings are
strongly associated with the growth and ongoing provision of government services across Tasmania, a process which
enabled the development of a stable and functioning society. The complex is also a good example of the movement,
from the 1970s onwards, of the adaptive reuse of colonial-period and early 20th-century buildings — a practice which
been responsible for the preservation of important elements of Tasmania’s built heritage .

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Although St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) has had a range of occupants since its closure in 1862, the survival of a
purpose-built hospital from the 19th century — and in particular, the early colonial period — is very uncommon in
Tasmania. The other features of the Parliament Square complex are also distinctive at a State-level threshold
because they are among the few other comparable places that were built during the 19th and early 20th centuries in
Tasmania solely to serve as office accommodation for departments of the Colonial and State Governments.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

Specific areas within the complex’s former St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1), the Salamanca Wing (Building 2), the
Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments (Building 3) and the Red Brick Building (Building 6) have high
archaeological potential. These areas may provide information about the buildings’ fabric and functional details ,
together with artefactual evidence of the range of uses to which the buildings were put during the 19th and early 20th
centuries.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.
No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

Important achievements of Edward Samuel Bedford (1809—-1876) — prominent surgeon, doctor, and public servant —
are directly linked to this place. Bedford’s duties as surgeon to the Commissariat Department included attendance on
the sick in the Colonial Hospital, various penitentiaries, the Orphan Schools, convict road-gangs and the constab-
ulary. From 1841 he served on the Medical Examiners' Board and made the recruitment of doctors a special interest
(Bolger 1969). Bedford was instrumental in establishing St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) in the 1840s, and he cont-
inued to be closely involved in its operation and administration until the hospital’s closure by the government in 1862.
The former headquarters (Building 4) of the Hydro-Electric Department has a special connection with the State gov-
ernment body that in 1929 was reconstituted as the Hydro-Electric Commission. What grew to become Tasmania’s
only State-wide electricity utility was administered from this building during the 1920s and 30s — a time during which
there was steady growth in demand from industrial and retail consumers — and its distribution system expanded to
include population centres around the island. From the time of its inception in 1914, this Tasmanian government
business enterprise has played a central role in the industrial, social and economic development of the State.
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h)  The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

The former St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) and the Salamanca Wing (Building 2) possess distinctive qualities of
composition and detail. Building 1 is pivotal in exhibiting the aesthetic characteristics of Gothic-style architecture
within the State-wide context, encapsulating a key evolutionary stage in the development of that style during the early
colonial period. Its compositional qualities have considerable visual appeal, and it features in several post- War books
of photographs of historic Tasmanian buildings.

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance
of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.
Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines (www.heritage.tas.gov.au) for

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.
Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on
enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the
place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be
met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage
values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council
not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

The Parliament Square building complex is located about 200 metres inland from the south-western corner of
Sullivans Cove, a well-sheltered harbour which defines the south-eastern edge of Hobart’s city centre. The complex is
built to its site boundaries on three streets, extending approximately 85 metres along Davey Street between that main
thoroughfare’s intersections with Murray Street and Salamanca Place. The latter two of these slope downwards
towards the waterfront, and features of the complex display adaptations to this topography.

To the complex’s immediate east, between it and Sullivans Cove, is Parliament House and Gardens (THR 2525).

The Parliament of Tasmania, together with other adjacent historic features — such as St Davids Park (THR 12072), and
the Treasury Complex and Public Buildings (THR 11734) — are closely linked to the history of the Parliament Square
building complex.

Description:

The Parliament Square building complex incorporates six adjoining and interconnected buildings of varying
architectural styles and degrees of intactness, together with a late 19th century sandstone retaining wall. Arranged in
a C-shaped plan configuration, the buildings partially enclose a landscaped plaza.

FEATURES OF HIGH HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Building 1:

St. Mary’s Hospital, constructed 1847-1848

Sited at the corner of Davey Street and Salamanca Place, this is a building of two storeys and a basement. lIts
highly-intact street-facing elevations are of unpainted ashlar-faced stone. The building displays strong Gothic Revival
architectural style characteristics, including crenellated parapets and stone-mullioned windows. Cast-iron palisade
fences along Davey Street protect the edges of two lightwells to the ‘area’ outside the basement storey on this side of
the building. Parallel to the building’s Salamanca Place elevation, the base courses and openings in the substantial
stone wall on the street boundary also date from the time of the hospital’s construction .

The building retains interior spaces of fine scale and proportion, together with many original elements including vaulted
ceilings of brick, floors of sandstone flagging, fireplaces, timber-framed windows and doors, joinery, timber roof- and
floor-framing and floor-boards. The roof’s street- and plaza-facing planes retain their original forms.

Building 2:
Salamanca Wing, constructed c.1884-1885
Adjoining the former St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) at its south-east corner, the three-storey Salamanca Wing
incorporates Gothic Revival-style elements of the earlier building. The external walls of the Salamanca Wing are of
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ashlar-faced stone detailed in a very similar manner to those of the former hospital. Due to the downward slope of
Salamanca Place from that roadway’s intersection with Davey Street, the Salamanca Wing’s basement storey is fully
above ground at its south-eastern end. Along the Salamanca Place boundary, a substantial stone wall with a
stepping top surface separates the building from that street’s public footpath .

The Salamanca Wing also contains many original elements including steel shutters in its original strong room (see
Design5 2016, p. 3), chimneys, fireplaces, joinery, timber roof- and floor-framing and floor-boards. The timber-lined
vaulted ceiling in the large room at the south-eastern end of Building 2’s top storey is a particularly significant and
intact internal feature of the complex (AA&FA 1992, p. 82).

Stone retaining wall:

initially constructed c.1884-1885, buttressed ¢.1917

To the south-east of St Mary’s Hospital and the Salamanca Wing is a five-metre high retaining wall of sandstone
ashlar (AA 1996, p. 52). Following the 21st-century refurbishment works at the complex, this wall now forms the
perimeter of an area that provides daylight to lower ground-floor spaces of the recently constructed ten-storey
‘Salamanca Building'.

Building 3:

Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments, constructed c.1885-1887

Sited on the Davey Street boundary between Buildings 1 and 5, this is a building of three storeys and a basement,
again with external walls of unpainted ashlar-faced stone. lIts street-facing fagade continues the string-courses and
the Gothic Revival character of the adjacent St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) in combination with other architectural
style characteristics and elements — particularly in the central bay’s eclectic mix of pointed arches, topped by the
shaped central gable infilled with a textured chequerboard pattern. As at Building 1, cast-iron palisade fences along
the Davey Street boundary protect the edges of lightwells to the basement-storey “areas”.

In contrast to Building 3’s Davey Street fagade, the plain stonework and hipped roofs of its plaza-facing elevations are
a straightforward composition of almost Georgian character (AA&FA 1992, p. 82). Concrete posts, formerly used by
the Lands and Survey Department to calibrate their measuring chains, feature in Building 3’s interiors and
interconnecting areas of the complex. The interior spaces of Building 3 have been extensively modified, but together
with the former strongrooms on each storey “a considerable amount” of original joinery remains (Design5 2016, p. 4).

Building 4’s fagcade on Murray Street:

Hydro-Electric Department offices, constructed 1921-1922

The remnant fagade of this former building is sited on the complex’s Murray Street boundary, to the south-east of
Building 5. It is of sandstone ashlar, with a base of heavily rusticated blocks. Like the street fagades of Buildings 1,
2 and 3, its design elements are Gothic-derived — but they are resolved even more freely than those in the
street-facing elevation of Building 3. The fagade’s street-level entrance has a broad, three-centred arch with two
polished grey granite jamb-shafts at each side, and within the pediment directly above this is a textured finish
reminiscent of that in Building 3’s parapet (AA&FA 1992, p. 90; APPLA 2009, p. 30).

With the exception of the internal features of contributory significance described below, the structure, spaces and
features above and behind this fagade — including the clear-glazed elevations and metal privacy screens which face
the plaza — were built during the 21st-century redevelopment and are of no historic cultural heritage significance.

Building 5:

State Government Offices, constructed 1937-1939

Sited at the corner of Davey Street and Murray Street, this part of the complex comprises

* the 1937-to0-39-built four storeys, basement and former lift motor room. External walls are of rendered and painted
masonry, and contain many intact steel-framed windows; and

« three additional storeys, added during the 21st-century redevelopment works and clad mostly in glass with some
areas of metal-faced composite panels. These three top-most storeys are of no historic cultural heritage significance
in the context of this place.

The 1937-39 portion of this building displays austere Moderne architectural styling in combination with
conservatively-expressed Modernism. Floors and internal structural framing are of reinforced concrete. At the former
entrance on Davey Street, a pair of custom-made light fittings flank bronze-clad doors and a bronze-framed fanlight.
On the plaza-facing elevation of the stairwell inside this entrance are three multi-storey panels of glass bricks. The
entrance and stairwell on Murray Street also feature original bronze-clad doors and a fanlight, together with intact
steel balustrades and handrails, and another tall multi-storey window of glass bricks (AA& FA 1992, p.96-97). The
building retains much of its original geometric ornamentation, displaying intact Moderne-style mouldings.
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FEATURES OF CONTRIBUTORY HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

The Parliament Square building complex contains features that are of contributory cultural heritage significance in
their own right. Changes to these features may potentially impact the significant fabric of this place. Features of
contributory historic cultural heritage significance within the complex include:

Tasmanian blackwood lining within two rooms and a central corridor

(behind the Building 4 facade):

As part of the 21st-century redevelopment works, prior to the demolition of the former Hydro-Electric Department
offices (Building 4) some of its upper-storey Tasmanian blackwood internal wall-panelling, joinery, internal doors and
glazed partitions were carefully dismantled and removed. These features — from the Chief Engineer & General
Manager’s office (with windows onto Murray Street), a conference room, and a lobby space which linked the two —
were then reassembled within new purpose-built interiors. The positions in which these elements have been
redeployed is behind the same upper-storey Murray Street-facing windows of the former Hydro-Electric Department
offices, and correlates closely with their original placement.

Building 6:

Remnants of former Government Printer’s Office (the ‘Red Brick Building’),

constructed 1862, 1899 and 1906

Within the plaza are portions of what has become known as the ‘Red Brick Building’, originally constructed in a series
of stages commencing in 1862 with additions continuing into the early 20th century. Single storey remnants of the
building’s oldest portion are visible above the paved surface of the plaza, and one of its external walls contains blocks
of sandstone in addition to red face-brickwork. Spaces constructed as part of the 21st century redevelopment now
link these remnants with the adjacent former St Mary’s Hospital (Building 1) and Salamanca Wing (Building 2). One
storey below are more extensive masonry-walled remnants of the red-brick building, although as these are within what
are now basement areas they are not visible from the public realm. The registered area for Building 6 is demarcated
by the outward-facing surfaces of the basement storey’s stone and brick walls .

FEATURES OF LOW-LEVEL HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

The Parliament Square building complex contains features that are of low-level cultural heritage significance.
Changes to these features may potentially impact the significant fabric of this place. Features of low-level historic
cultural heritage significance within the complex, added during the 21st-century redevelopment works, include
interpretive displays and ‘truth windows’ which draw attention to early wall finishes and displays of archaeological
finds. The role of these features in interpreting the fabric and former uses of this place is important in the context of
mitigating the impacts of development.

FEATURES OF NO HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

The Parliament Square building complex also contains features that are of no cultural heritage significance in their
own right. However, changes to these features may potentially impact the significant fabric of this place.

Within the registered area — including Buildings 1, 2, 3 and 5, and the remnants of the Red Brick Building — the
elements, features and finishes added during the redevelopment works carried out in the 21st century are of no
historic cultural heritage significance.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

Buildings and features within the Parliament Square complex have the potential to provide information which could
contribute to a greater understanding of the original construction sequences and methods used, and artefactual
evidence of the past uses to which these buildings have been put.

Areas of identified high archaeological potential include:

* Building 1 (St Mary’s Hospital);

* Building 2 (Salamanca Wing);

* Building 3 (Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments); and

« the south-west portion of Building 6 (Red Brick Building).

This potential relates principally to deposits in underfloor and ceiling space locations. The archaeological values of
Buildings 4 and 5, and areas beneath the plaza and buildings constructed during the 21st-century, are highly likely to
have been negated by site development processes, and minimal archaeological potential is expected within their
footprints and immediate surroundings.
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The potential for the different areas of this place to contain archaeological material is noted in documents prepared by
Hobart City Council (2021, pp. 73, 74, 77, 78 and Figure 5a); Austral Archaeology Pty Ltd, David Parham and Lindy
Scripps (2002, pp. 150, 151, 154, and the ‘Archaeological Zone Map’); AST (2007, pp. 4-5, 61-63 and 69-70); and
ARCTAS Pty Ltd (2008, pp. 3 and 22-25). The plan diagrams on pages 24 and 25 of ARCTAS'’s 2008 report depict
specific areas within the complex that may retain high archaeological potential.

History:

Hobart, on the western side of the Derwent estuary, is within the contiguous region formerly occupied by Tasmanian
Aboriginal people of what in the present day are known as the South East nation (Boyce 2010, p. 32; Ryan 2012, pp.
17, 39-41).

In mid-February 1804, Lieutenant-Governor David Collins established the British settlement of Hobart Town, alongside
the bay to which he gave the name Sullivans Cove. Initial settlement activities were focussed between the central
expanse of Sullivans Cove’s foreshore and Hunters Island to its north. During the first decades of the colony’s
establishment, the site of the present-day Parliament Square building complex was considered to be some distance
‘out of town’ — although this perception changed from the late 1820s onwards with land reclamation works at ‘New
Wharf' and the subsequent development of facilities there to service whaling and general maritime trading industries
(AA 1996, p. 14).

1820s to mid-1840s: early development at the site

The first buildings to have been erected within the area of this registration were at the mid-point of its Davey Street site
boundary. Constructed by 1824, these comprised two conjoined single-storey three-roomed cottages. Their
originally-intended function is unknown, but by 1827 Lieutenant- Governor Arthur had resolved that they should serve
as the settlement’s temporary Custom House. For a period of up to three years, the Colonial Treasurer and
Surveyor-General were also based within the cottages (AA&FA 1992, p. 16).

By 1841 the Custom Department had relocated to the nearby very fine sandstone Custom House building which later
became Tasmania’s Parliament House (THR 2525). The vacated Davey Street cottages received an addition built at
right angles to their north-east end, and were converted to stables for mounted orderlies (AA& FA 1992, p. 20; TA
AF394/1/171). In 1844 a two-storey house was built to the cottages’ immediate north, and this was initially occupied
by the Registrar of Births Deaths and Marriages. From the 1840s onwards, many other allotments within the block
bounded by Davey and Murray Streets and Salamanca Place were also developed to house commercial and retail
businesses (Kostoglou 2007, pp. 16-17).

1840s: creation of St. Mary’s Hospital (Building 1)

In 1843 Dr Edward Bedford — the son of the Colonial Chaplain, Rev William Bedford — sent a private petition to the
Colonial authorities seeking a grant of land for the purposes of building a hospital (Kostoglou 2007, p.15; Harrison
1977, p. 187). Dr Bedford had previously worked in the Colonial Hospital — on the site of the present-day Royal Hobart
Hospital (THR 2049) — an institution which although available to paying and ‘pauper’ patients was operating primarily
as a ‘convict establishment’ (see RHH website). From 1841 Bedford had operated a private facility out of cramped
rental premises on Campbell Street, opposite the Colonial Hospital. However, he hoped to open a larger institution:
for ‘private patients of a better class’; for ‘the industrious poor’ who were to subscribe weekly to obtain in-patient and
out-patient treatment; and to enable the wealthy to be charitable towards the destitute, by paying for their treatment
via subscriptions (Brown 1972, p.45). In addition, he proposed that treatment of itinerant seamen and bath-house
facilities were to be available (AA 1996, p. 12).

Bedford’s petition was very successful. The colony’s government granted land at a moderate rental adjacent to the
former temporary Custom House — at the corner of Davey Street and Salamanca Place — and agreed to provide a
£2000 grant towards construction costs in exchange for equity in the building (Brown 1972, p. 46). In addition, stone
from Kangaroo Point was permitted to be quarried free from charge (AA 1996, p. 12). The southern portion of the
former temporary Custom House was demolished in 1846, and construction of the 60-bed hospital began shortly
afterwards (Kostoglou 2007, p.15).

The hospital’s design features are almost identical to those of an 1859 building in Sydney, the former Supreme Court
Registry Office. That Sydney building is attributed to Alexander Dawson, who after working in the Public Works
drawing office in Hobart Town later became Colonial Architect of New South Wales. One possible explanation for the
similarities is that Dawson designed both buildings. In the case of St Mary’s Hospital, the architect William Porden
Kay, at that time Director of Public Works in Van Diemen’s Land, has been widely credited as the designer because
of his role within the department. Both designs may have come from an as-yet unidentified pattern-book.
Alternatively, Dawson may have plagiarised a design by Kay — although this seems less likely, as the hospital
building does not display the flair evident in other Hobart buildings and structures designed by Kay ( Ratcliff 2015, pp.
913, and 1725-1726).
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St Mary’s during the 1850s and early 1860s

In 1853 Bedford petitioned the Royal College of Surgeons for St Mary’s Hospital to be recognised as a preparatory
medical school. Although that application failed — with Bedford later claiming it was because the hospital did not
contain one hundred beds — he sought in later years to implement a similar arrangement with authorities in New South
Wales and Victoria, also without success. In keeping with Bedford’s aspirations for St Mary’s to assume a teaching
role, the institution carried out research into the treatment of scurvy, conducted experiments in search of an antidote
for snake bite, and played a major role in the identification of a serious outbreak of scarlet fever ( AA 1996, pp. 11).

It eventuated that the industrious poor gave St Mary’s Hospital little support, and donations were also inadequate.
Nevertheless, the hospital appears to have treated growing numbers of patients without financial loss until the
mid-1850s. In following years, however, rising costs of care resulted in fewer paying customers. Attempts to redress
this by allocating twelve beds solely to the treatment of paupers temporarily increased revenue — the government
agreed to pay for pauper patients at the same daily rate as in the Colonial Hospital — but changed the image of the
hospital. In 1859 an offer by the Tasmanian Government to assume control of the hospital was rejected by Bedford,
who sought to preserve its private status. Beset by financial problems, St Mary’s Hospital was ultimately forced to
close in 1862 (AA 1996, pp. 11-12; Brown 1972, p. 46).

The building was acquired by the government and a number of uses were mooted, including offices for the Department
of Lands and Survey, the Government Printer or a museum. The former was adopted on the recommendation of the
Director of Public Works, and the building was rapidly modified to accommodate the Survey Office (AA 1996, p. 12).

1860s onwards: Government Printer’s offices

Commencing in about 1862, a building of two storeys and a basement was constructed abutting the north-east side of
the former hospital. Built to accommodate the offices of the Government Printer, this narrow building’s long axis was
perpendicular to Davey Street, and it projected some distance behind the hospital. The street-facing fagade of the
building was slightly set back, and incorporated what Eric Ratcliff (2015, p. 1525) has described as ‘the weakest of
Gothic’ styling and features. The building’s ground floor included space for compositors, messengers, an overseer
and a ‘reader’, and there was a machine room in the basement. By 1881 these Government Printer’s offices had
become too confined, and in about 1882 an extension was commissioned and built immediately to the rear’ (AA
1996, p. 12; Ward 2006, p. 28).

From 1883:

Salamanca Wing (Building 2) for Lands and Survey Department, and the adjacent retaining wall

The Department of Lands and Survey also sought additional space, and in March 1883 tenders were called for an
addition to the former St Mary’s Hospital building. To be sited alongside Salamanca Place, this took the form of a
long and narrow wing. Constructed between 1883 and 1885, the sandstone-walled addition to the former hospital
incorporated faithful continuations of its predecessor’s crenellated parapets and window hood -mouldings (AA 1996,
p. 13; Ward 2006, p. 28).

In order to build the Salamanca Wing the steep slope to its east needed to be stabilised. Cut-and-fill earthworks were
secured by the construction of a substantial retaining wall along the south- eastern side of St Mary’s Hospital and the
Salamanca Wing (APPLA 2009, p. 28).

From 1885: offices for the Departments of Mines, Printing and Public Works (Building 3)

In November 1884, tenders were called for further alterations and additions to the already-extended building which at
that time still contained the Government Printer’s office. These additions incorporated a freer adaptation of Gothic
elements than did the old hospital. Comprising three storeys with a basement, they were reputedly designed by
William Waters Eldridge, the then Government Architect. Some design features eventually omitted on grounds of cost
were probably intended to relate the new work more definitely to the older building (AA&FA 1992, p. 82; Ratcliff 2015,
p. 1525; Ward 2006, p. 28).

The stone fagade of the twenty-year-old Government Printer’s building was accordingly demolished — as was part of
its side wall — and substantial additions were made along its Davey Street side. Stone was salvaged and re-used,
and other remnants incorporated throughout the structure. A plan drawing dated September 1886 describes the work
as nearly complete (AA 1996, p. 13). The works also required the demolition of the temporary Custom House’s last
remnants, together with the building formerly occupied by the Registrar of Births Deaths and Marriages (Kostoglou
2007, p. 18).

Immediately after these works were finished, plan drawings and exterior photographs indicate that the
extensively-reconstructed building accommodated a range of other departmental occupants in addition to the
Government Printer, and these included the Mines Branch of the Department of Lands and Survey (AA 1996, p. 13).
In 1894, as the importance of mining to Tasmania’s economy continued to grow, the Mines Branch achieved the
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status of an independent department.

1890s onwards: Government Printer’s offices expand again, into the ‘Red Brick Building’

As the 1890s passed this much-extended building proved to still be inadequate for the needs of the Government
12-13). Consultants’ reports prepared in the early 21st century have retrospectively named these amalgamated
extensions the ‘Red Brick Building’ (e.g. APPLA 2009, pp. 28, 56, 70 & 89; and Design5 2016, p. 2). The Department
of Mines continued to occupy these areas of the complex until 1983, during which time ‘internal modifications were
undertaken but the stone facades remained untouched’ (AA&FA 1992, p. 27).

Early 1920s: offices for the Hydro-Electric Department (Building 4)

In 1920, the Hydro-Electric Department was a growing and prestigious government body. Created in 1914, its fast
growth had led to its rented premises in Collins Street becoming overcrowded. An initial proposal for a new office
building for the Department was to construct a replica of the St Mary’s Hospital building to the north -east of the
present-day Building 3, at the corner of Murray Street. This would have presented a symmetrical stone fagade along
the Davey Street side of the whole city block, However, the soft strata of the corner site required substantial
excavation, and this led to tenders far in excess of the government’s budget (AA&FA 1992, p. 30).

The duly amended proposal, to instead be constructed on recently-vacant land at No.12 Murray Street, was for ‘a
somewhat similar design’ to the initial one. Its fagade combined features inspired by the mid-1880s offices for the
Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments in combination with other freely adapted Gothic style elements (TA
PWD266/4/3522). This was possibly intended to present the Hydro- Electric Department’s new premises as elegant
and establishment, in an attempt to overcome anticipated conservative consumer resistance to the uptake of
electricity. Questions had been asked in Parliament about the extravagance of a stone fagade, but the difference in
cost between brick and stone had been justified because the completed building would ‘be more in keeping with all
the other State buildings in the vicinity’ (AA&FA 1992, pp. 30-31). The Hydro-Electric Department moved into its new
offices in mid 1922 (Felton 2008, p. 17).

Late 1930s to early 1960s: the State Government Offices (Building 5)

In 1936 the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works received and approved a proposal to construct a new
office building on the land at the corner of Murray and Davey Streets. Comprising three-storeys and a basement, this
building was to adjoin and connect with the adjacent offices for the Mines, Printing and Public Works Departments
(Building 3) on Davey Street, and was intended to accommodate a range of Tasmanian government departments
including Taxation, Public Works, Forestry and Agriculture. A fourth storey to accommodate the Government Analyst
was approved the following year (AA&FA 1992, pp. 31-32).

The resulting ‘State Government Offices’ (Building 5), concrete-framed and with concrete floors, was clad in blocks of
reconstituted stone. Its design was prepared by the architect Sydney Wallace Thomas Blythe of the Tasmanian
Department of Public Works (TA PWD266/4/6807). From the mid 1930s until his resignation in 1949 Blythe was the
department’s chief designer of some sixty government buildings (Goad 2012a, p. 93; McNeill 2007). The State
Government Offices building is a good example of Blythe’s design approach, which was characterised by
straightforward massing and long horizontal bands of windows (Neale 2005, p. 276).

Construction commenced in 1937 and was completed by 1939. A fifth storey was added in 1960, defined by a cornice
(AA&FA 1992, pp. 32, 97). The street-facing elevations of the building were reclad in rendered brickwork in the
mid-1960s, giving rise to deeper window reveals than had originally been the case ( TA PWD266/4/23193 and
PWD266/4/23194).

Mid-1960s to mid-1970s: No.10 Murray Street (the ‘State Offices’ building), and changes in its wake

The area to the south-east of the Hydro-Electric Department’s former headquarters (Building 4) had from the 1950s
been earmarked as the site of a future substantial government office building, intended to ease the overcrowded
accommodation within the precinct and elsewhere. In 1966 Dirk Bolt, an architect who had worked in partnership with
David Hartley Wilson in Hobart since 1958, prepared the initial design of this ‘State Offices’ building, which also
became known as No.10 Murray Street. Later in 1966 Bolt left Tasmania to establish a new private practice in
Canberra. David Wilson, responding to instructions from the then Director of Public Works, subsequently modified the
State Offices’ design, and the building of twelve above-ground storeys was completed in 1969 (AA&FA 1992, pp. 10,
50; APPLA 2009, p. 33).

During the construction process, the whole of the former Hydro-Electric Department headquarters (Building 4) was
‘propped up on steel needling’, with its old footings ‘dug out and replaced beneath the sub- basement at a deeper level
(AA&FA 1992, p. 31). When the State Offices building was completed in 1969, the Public Works Department and the
Taxation Department relocated to it from the 1937-39 State Government Offices (Building 5). In 1971 major
renovations were then undertaken to Building 5 to prepare it for the needs of the Department of Health (AA& FA 1992,
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p. 32).

Shortly afterwards in 1973, a major overhaul of the former Hydro-Electric Department headquarters (Building 4) was
commissioned, prior to the State’s Social Welfare Department moving there. The scope of this overhaul included
replacement of the original timber window frames and their Huon pine sills with new aluminium-framed units. Some of
the Tasmanian blackwood-panelled rooms on the upper storey, however, remained intact (AA&FA 1992, p. 31).

Late 20th and early 21st-century: community value, and redevelopment works

By the 1960s, awareness of the value of Tasmania’s colonial-period buildings was growing. Images of Building 1 have
featured in several history and photography books published since that time ( see for instance NToAT 1964, plate no.
68 and p. 122; Sharland 1969, plate between pp. 66 & 67; Robertson 1970, pp. 138-139; Harrison 1977, pp.
186-187; HoT 1983, p. 35; RAIA 1984, p. 29; and Dennison 2013, p. 53).

Following a design competition in 2009, the buildings within the present-day Parliament Square complex were
extensively refurbished. In what formed a significant urban renewal project in central Hobart — and opened the
complex’s city block to pedestrian access from flanking streets — the scope of works to the repurposed Buildings 1,
2, 3, 4 and 5 included improved interconnection and the construction of extensive additions, in conjunction with the
creation of a central plaza. The 1966-69 State Offices building was demolished, as was Building 4 (apart from its
sandstone fagade), together with a substantive amount of the Red Brick Building. The refurbishment works were
completed in late 2021.

In the 2023 Tasmanian Architecture Awards and Prizes program convened by the Australian Institute of Architects, the
Parliament Square refurbishment works received three awards, including the ‘Roy Sharrington Smith Award for
Heritage'.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Hospital buildings

The Macquarie Dictionary (2005, 4th edition) defines a hospital as ‘an institution in which sick or injured persons are
given medical or surgical treatment.” The earliest buildings used as hospitals in the colony of Van Diemen’s Land
were domestic in scale and plan. Some were built for the purpose, but others were adapted from existing houses.
Throughout the 19th century in the Australian Colonies the well-to-do also often chose to be treated in their own
homes — hospitals were generally associated with poverty, and conditions in them were far from ideal. Reputedly,
hospitals in the early decades of the 19th century also adopted small rooms because it was thought that wards with
large numbers of sick people gathered together produced ‘hospital disease’ (Ratcliff 2015, p. 1708; Logan & Willis
2012, p. 338).

From the 1870s onwards, the establishment of trained nursing, and the development of antiseptics and anaesthetics —
which improved operations, and medicine generally — meant that hospital care in Tasmania improved greatly. As
public confidence in hospitals grew, many more were established (Rimon 2017).

Belief in miasmata lingered near the end of the 19th century, together with a general belief in the efficacy of sunlight
and fresh air as healing agents. Accordingly, hospital buildings began to demonstrate sprawling facades and
extensive verandahs so that all the wards would have climatic benefits ( Ratcliff 2015, p. 1724). As the care of the sick
in the Colony was moved from the hands of convict attendants of varying quality to those of nurses ‘trained in the
Nightingale fashion’, so the nature of purpose-built hospitals also changed: from buildings that were fundamentally
enlargements of houses to blocks of a one-ward thick ‘pavilion’ plan, well lighted and ventilated, and also well-supplied
with hygienic services (Ratcliff 2015, pp. 1711-1712).

Purpose-built hospitals from the early colonial period are now very uncommon in Tasmania. Apart from St Mary’s
Hospital, those that remain are associated with military sites and with places of convict incarceration, and include:

« the former hospital at Anglesea Barracks (THR 2290) in Hobart. This hospital building was operational by 1820 and
incorporates a substantial extension added in ¢.1826. Built of brick, it is a single-storey building with a long low roof
and a low verandah. The hospital included four eight-bed wards, an operating theatre (incorporating a skylight which
contained a system of mirrors) and surgeon’s quarters. The broader site is still in use as a military establishment,
and in the present day the former hospital is the Commander’s Residence (ERM 2005, data sheet A05 pp. 1-2;
Ratcliff 2015, p. 1708);

« the 1830-to-1833-constructed portion of the hospital at New Norfolk, which was primarily an ‘invalid depot’ but had a
hospital section to serve the invalids during periods of acute sickness as well as to provide for the needs of the
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surrounding district. In the present day, this is within the Willow Court Asylum Complex (THR 7091). The 1830s
hospital building was capable of holding 110 male and 20 female sick and invalid as well as some mentally-ill
patients. It continued to serve partly as a hospital for the sick of the local district until 1848, when it was made over
entirely as a mental hospital (Brown 1972, pp. 18-19, 42);

* remnants of the 1842-constructed two-storey hospital at the Port Arthur Penal Settlement (THR 6); and

+ small single-storey buildings within convict probation stations established during the 1840s, such as the intact
examples on the Tasman Peninsula at the Cascades Probation Station (THR 11209) in Koonya and at the Saltwater
River Probation Station (THR 11937).

Established in Launceston in 1845, the private St John’s Hospital occupied a large two-storey town house. Reputedly
it hosted the first operation under anaesthesia in the Southern Hemisphere. The house, initially constructed in about
1830, had also served as a school prior to 1845. Lack of adequate income forced St John’s Hospital to close in

1851. A later medical tenant renamed the building ‘Morton House’ (THR 4017). In the present day the building’s brick
walls are covered with rendered decoration that was applied in the early 20th-century (Brown 1972, pp. 45-47; Ratcliff
2015, p. 1726).

The large government hospitals in both Hobart and Launceston were established soon after the settlement of each of
those cities. In the present day, however, no remnants of either of those institutions’ 19th-century buildings or
structures are known to exist.

Government offices

In Australia during the early years of settlement, purpose-built office buildings were rare. Government offices were
usually one room, or a series of rooms, dedicated to the purpose within a building of another function. Consequently,
up until the 1840s and 1850s custom houses, town halls, banks and post offices often contained administrative offices
in addition to their major chambers of business or transaction.

From the middle decades of the 19th century as the colonies’ public service bureaucracies evolved, office spaces
were required for ministries and departments for such functions as treasury, titles and lands, and printing offices.
Usually designed by government architects and their supporting public works departments ( the staff of which also
required office accommodation), the buildings which housed these offices were usually sober reflections of government
authority and civic decorum (Goad 2012b, pp. 511-512; Willis 2012b, p. 289).

Within Tasmania, places that were built during the 19th and early 20th centuries solely to serve as office accommod-
ation for departments of the Colonial and then State Government are uncommon. The known examples include the:
» Government Building (THR 4550) in central Launceston. Constructed 1859-61, its first occupants included the
Survey, Sheriff's and Registrar’s Offices, followed by the Post Office and Electric Telegraph;

* Treasury Complex and Public Buildings (THR 11734) in central Hobart — particularly its 1840-43 Public Offices,
1884-88 Executive Council Offices, and 1914-16 Public Offices buildings; and

» Former Government Offices (including Water Police) (THR 2371) alongside Franklin Wharf on Hobart’s waterfront,
constructed 1927-to-1928.
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Note

1. Lots 1 to 4 represent the registered boundary for 'Parliament Square building complex’,

#12103 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.

2. Lots 1 to 4 are the partial parcel of FR 156768/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and

described below.

3. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless described below, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be

accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

4. This plan replaces the boundaries associated with THR2286 Department of Health & Community Services Offices,
THR2287 St Mary's Hospital, THR2544 Former HEC office & THR7149 Former Government Printing Office.

Point & boundary description

Lot 1
A. Intersection of 3 storey Salamanca Wing
(Building 2) and title boundary.
A-B. External face of buildings 1,2,3 & 5
facing plaza, as identified in datasheet.
B. Intersect of 5 storey State Government Offices
(Building 5) and rear of Building 4 facade.
B-C. Rear of Building 4 facade.
C. Corner of Building 4 facade.
C-D. External face of Building 4 facade.
D. Intersect of Building 4 facade and title boundary.
Lot 2
Outward facing surfaces of the Red Brick Building
basement storey's stone and brick walls.
Lot 3
5m high sandstone ashlar retaining wall.
Lot 4
Extent of blackwood-lined rooms on Level 2
of Building 4.
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