
Tasmanian Heritage Register 
Datasheet 

134 Macquarie Street (GPO Box 618)  
Hobart Tasmania  7001  

Phone: 1300 850 332 (local call cost)  
Email:  enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au 

Web: www.heritage.tas.gov.au

Name: THR ID Number:  12037 

Status:

Sayes Court  
Provisionally Registered Municipality: Southern Midlands 

Council

Tier: Boundary: Whole of Title

Location Addresses Title References Property Id

1546 MIDLAND HWY, BAGDAD  7030  TAS 175229/1 9184661

LOT 1 MIDLAND HWY, BAGDAD  7030  TAS 175228/1 9944441

LOT 1 MIDLAND HWY, BAGDAD  7030  TAS 175233/1 9944441

Stables builing [feature 1] from the south-west
NRET 2024

Main house [1] from the west, with Heston Hill 

behind to right.
NRET 2024

Sayes Court 1890s or later: main house [1] and 

stables [2] at right, orchards adjacent and 

station.
Tasmanian Archives NS1219/1/8

Brick wing of main house [1] from west, stone 

barn – now the former barn [3] at left, 1873.
Chalmers 2005, p.53
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Main house [1] from south-east. Undated, some 

time between 1920s and early 1940s.
‘Early Tasmanian architecture [1] Frank Heyward'

Stables building [2] from north-east. Undated, 

sometime between 1920s and early 1940s.
‘Early Tasmanian architecture [1] Frank Heyward'

Main house [1] from south-west, early-1890s 

weatherboard-clad west wing. Image 1908.
Tasmanian Mail, 26 December 1908, p. 18

‘View in Sayes Court orchard: oak tree in 

background.’  Image 1908.
Tasmanian Mail, 26 December 1908, p.18

Loading Apples at Bagdad, Southern Tasmania: 

from a watercolour by Daryl Lindsay’

TAHO: Weekly Courier Christmas Annual 1928 1st 

Nov

Statement of Significance: 

Sayes Court is an important example of fruit growing-and-export, and of the plant nursery industry, from the early decades of 

the 19th century. A remnant rural estate which contained a commercial garden, horticultural nursery and orcharding areas 

established between the 1820s and the 1840s, Sayes Court is rare in the Tasmanian context. Sayes Court has the potential to 

yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the functioning and the pattern of evolution of an important early 

colonial-period agricultural property. Sayes Court’s layout and elements – including its multi -stage main house, fine stables 

(non-statutory summary)
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building, and landscape features – are a good representative example of a Tasmanian farm established during the early and 

mid-19th century. The place is significant for its association with John Espie (1784–1876), who is important in Tasmania’s early 

colonial history for his work in growing fruit and vegetables, as a nurseryman, and as a pioneering exporter of orchard produce. 

The stables building’s compositional qualities have considerable visual appeal , and it is a prominent landmark for travellers on 

the Midlands Highway.

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

Sayes Court is an important early example of the State’s fruit growing-and-export and plant nursery industries. From 

the early 1830s this place was associated with the propagation of garden, fruit and forest trees for sale; and then, as 

well as later during the fruit industry’s boom years in the Bagdad Valley from the 1890s up until the 1930s, with 

commercial orcharding. The main house’s c.1829-30 and early-1830s wings – together with what remains of Sayes 

Court’s associated outbuildings and other structures, and setting – illustrate this place’s association with farming in a 

part of Tasmania where rural development occurred during the beginning of the early colonial period .

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

As the remnant of a rural estate upon which a plant nursery, commercial garden and orcharding area were 

established between the 1820s and the 1840s – with the garden and orchard tended by the property’s subsequent 

occupants during the following hundred or so years – Sayes Court is rare in the Tasmanian State -wide context.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

Sayes Court has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the functioning and 

the pattern of evolution of an important early colonial-period agricultural property. Investigation of its existing buildings, 

standing structures and subsurface remains and deposits has the potential to yield information about the form, 

functions and spatial layout of this place. Remains and artefact deposits have the potential to contribute information 

on aspects of 19th-century Tasmanian rural culture, including cultural practices, changing technologies, economic 

conditions, questions relating to class and gender differences, and life experiences. Remnants of historic plantings 

and landscape elements could provide new information regarding early colonial-period garden design, plant availability, 

agricultural production and acclimatisation of exotic species.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

Sayes Court’s layout and elements – including its multiple-stage main house, fine stables building, hawthorn hedging, 

and mature European and remnant orchard trees – are a good representative example of a farm developed during the 

decades of the early and mid-19th century in Tasmania.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

Sayes Court is significant for its association with John Espie (1784–1876), who is important in Tasmania’s early 

colonial history for his work in growing fruit and vegetables, as a nurseryman, and as a pioneering exporter of orchard 

produce. His activities in these fields occurred at this place from the mid-1820s up until the mid-1840s.

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

The stables building at Sayes Court is distinctive within its setting in the Bagdad Valley , and the tree-covered hills to 

the east form a strongly contrasting backdrop to it. The stables building’s compositional qualities have considerable 

visual appeal, and it was the subject of paintings by the artists Daryl Lindsay (in the 1920s) and Isobel (Jessie) 

Haynes (c.1930). It is a visually prominent landmark for travellers on the Midlands Highway.
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Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

Sayes Court is located in the southern portion of the rural district of Bagdad within the Southern Midlands, 

approximately 35 km to the north of Hobart.  The district is contained within a broad valley that is about 11 km in 

length and drained by the Bagdad Rivulet.  Sited at the bottom of this valley, Sayes Court is set back from the 

Midland Highway’s east side in open fields bordering the rivulet .  Within the surrounding cleared pasture, the buildings 

at Sayes Court are distinctive against both the background of vegetation along the rivulet to the immediate east, and 

the silhouette of Heston Hill some 3.5 km further to the east.

Description:

Sayes Court is a complex of buildings and building remnants, landscape features – which include former garden and 

orchard areas – and archaeological features. 

Buildings:

1. Main house, constructed and extended in a series of adjoining stages:

• Remnant brick wall of c.1825 house;

• North-eastern c.1829-30 portion; external walls are a mixture of roughly-cut sandstone blocks and

weatherboard-clad timber framing;

• South-eastern early 1830s two-storey portion, of ashlar sandstone construction.  Has a steeply-pitched roof of

corrugated iron;

• Western early 1890s portion: one-storey weatherboard-clad wing, built in the late-19th century.  Its west elevation

faces the Midland Highway, and incorporates a verandah.

2. Stables building.  A two-storey Gothic Revival-style building, with walls of sandstone ashlar.  Its corrugated iron

roof has small hips squaring off the gable tops of the short north and south elevations .  At the west elevation’s

southern end is a tall sandstone ashlar chimney, projecting from the upper storey on corbels, and capped with

decorative string courses and coping.  The west and east elevations feature sets of half-dormers, and the mid-point of

the lower storey on each of these elevations is supported by a pair of stone buttresses.  The north elevation contains

a large opening for carts; and an upper-storey loft door with a projecting hoist-beam above.

Remnants of former buildings and structures:

Within Sayes Court the known remnants of earlier buildings and structures include those of the:

3. Former barn, to the immediate north-east of the main house.  With plan dimensions of approximately 20 by 6

metres, this was the sandstone barn constructed in the late 1820s or early 1830s;

Plantings and other landscape features:

4. Area of former garden within approximately two-acres between the main house and the Bagdad Rivulet.

Established in the mid-1820s by John Espie and his family, and later from the 1840s until the 1870s maintained by

the Chalmers family, this area still contains two walnut trees, two pear trees and a mulberry tree.

5. Boundary planting of hawthorn, extending approximately 165 metres from the Midland Highway along the

southern side of the entrance drive.
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Archaeological potential:

Sayes Court includes buildings, structures, ruins and deposits that have the potential to contribute to an 

understanding of the spatial configuration, functioning and evolution of the property during the 19th and 20th 

centuries.  These resources may include: 

• buildings, outbuildings and huts (their design, materials, construction methods);

• incomplete and ruinous buildings and masonry walls;

• features and structures (including fences, walling, quarries, possible sawpits, lime kilns, brick pits, sheep

washes/dips, water distribution infrastructure etc.);

• gardens, orchards, remnant plantings and hedges;

• modified topography;

• activity areas (including yards and stockyards);  and

• sub-surface remains and deposits including in the ceiling, wall and floor cavities of extant buildings, those

associated with buildings and structures that are no longer extant, cesspits, privies, refuse piles and artefact scatters.

History:

Sayes Court is located within the contiguous region formerly occupied by Tasmanian Aboriginal people of what in the 

present day is known as the ‘Oyster Bay nation’ (Ryan 2012, pp. 17-19).  Prior to European occupation, this region 

had been managed by Tasmanian Aborigines using traditional land management practices including regular 

low-intensity burning.  European people in the early colonial period viewed the resulting landscapes as well suited to 

stock raising and cropping.

• 1810s and early 1820s: initial property grants and settlement within the Bagdad Valley

The Bagdad Valley was one of the earliest districts outside Hobart and Launceston to be settled by Europeans .  Land 

grants in the district were first confirmed in 1813, although colonists had almost certainly been living there for some 

years prior.  By 1823 most of the arable land in the valley, on both sides of the rivulet, was privately-owned ( Terry 

1998, pp. 10, 13). 

The core of Sayes Court, and present-day location of its main house and stables building, was 50 acres on the 

western side of the Bagdad Rivulet granted in 1813 to free settler Thomas Hayes.  By 1819 Hayes had 21 acres of 

wheat, barley, beans and potatoes at this property, and was running cattle and sheep (Chalmers 2005, pp. 1-4, 10; 

CPO Mon 76; TAHO LSD405/1/42).  Wheat-farming continued as the main activity in the Bagdad Valley until the late 

19th century advent of the orcharding industry (Terry 1998, p. 24).  

• Mid-1820s to early 1830s: development by John and Robert Espie

Born in Ireland, John Espie (1784–1876) arrived in Hobart Town with his wife and three children in 1822, and received a 

1,000-acre grant in Bagdad the following year.  By 1825, his brother Robert Espie – a surgeon-superintendent on 

convict transport ships – had also acquired 230 acres in Bagdad.  Robert’s land amalgamated Thomas Hayes’ former 

50 acres with land formerly granted to Hayes’ neighbours at the immediate south and north (Chalmers 2005, pp. 

18-23; FSoF website; TAHO LSD405/1/42). 

John Espie’s land was on the eastern side of the Bagdad Rivulet , and the south-west corner of his grant shared a 

boundary along the rivulet with Robert’s land.  John is believed to have built a small house or hut on his own land, 

sited on a rocky outcrop to the east of the flat area beyond the rivulet.  To manage the properties he owned in Bagdad 

and near Ouse, Robert entered into a partnership with John (Chalmers 2005, pp. 21, 23-25; TAHO LSD405/2/60). 

In about 1825 a brick house was completed for Robert Espie on his Bagdad land.  John, his wife and their now four 

children moved into this house.  They established a two-acre ‘commercial garden’ between the house and the nearby 

rivulet – growing flowering plants, apples, pears and walnuts, with grapes on the garden’s sloping southern and 

south-western sides – and planted oak trees in the north-western corner (Chalmers 2005, pp. 24-27, 75-76, 98). 

In 1827 the Espies had four assigned convict servants.  By 1828, John Espie had 120 acres ‘cleared or under tillage’, 

and owned 180 head of cattle, 700 sheep, and three horses.  In addition to the brick house the property had 

outbuildings valued at £100.  Granted 500 adjoining acres in 1829, Espie went on to acquire additional parcels of 

nearby land in the early 1840s (Chalmers 2005, p. 30; TAHO AD956/1/1 p.34; LSD1/3/387). 
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In c.1829-30 a wing of ‘roughly cut sandstone’ was added to the eastern side of the brick house’s north end .  This 

contained a new kitchen, with a scullery and bread oven in a separate weatherboard-clad portion at its east.  In the 

early 1830s a separate two-storey addition ‘of better cut sandstone’ was added to the south end of the brick house’s 

eastern side.  Also at about this time, a sandstone-walled barn of approximately 66 by 20 feet (20 by 6 metres) was 

constructed to the north of the house’s kitchen wing (Chalmers 2005, pp. 27-29, 51).

• Early 1830s to mid 1840s: John Espie’s nursery and orchard-produce ventures

By mid-1831, John Espie’s plant-nursery business – and the use of the name ‘Say’s Court’ (sic) for the Espie family 

property at Bagdad – were established, and he was advertising fruit and oak trees for sale ( Hobart Town Courier 21 

May 1831, p. 3).  Espie continued to offer ‘Garden, Fruit and Forest Trees of every variety’ until at least 1836 (see for 

example Hobart Town Courier 19 June 1835, p. 1; and 10 June 1836, p. 1).  In 1832 the Tasmanian (24 March 1832, 

p. 6) reported that Espie had sent 40 ‘bushel baskets’ of carefully-packed apples to Sydney, with subsequent 

shipments of apples from his Bagdad property until at least 1840 (e.g. Hobart Town Chronicle 26 March 1833, p. 3; 

and Hobart Town Courier 19 April 1833, p. 3; 27 Feb 1835, p. 2; and 21 Feb 1840, p. 4).  

Robert and John Espie’s business partnership was ‘dissolved by mutual consent’ in 1835 (Hobart Town Courier, 20 

March 1835, p. 1).  During the 1830s, on eight acres to the Rivulet’s east, John Espie also established an orchard – 

possibly the ‘new orchard’ to which he referred in an 1837 advertisement (Hobart Town Courier 25 August 1837, p. 1).  

Also with oaks in its north-west corner, this reputedly contained hazelnut trees towards its southern end, 

widely-spaced rows of apple, pear, cherry and other fruit trees running east-west – interspersed with alternate rows of 

small fruits, such as raspberries and currants – and other plantings including stone fruits, walnuts and medlars 

(Chalmers 2005, pp. 25-26, 75-76). 

The 1842 census recorded that Sayes Court accommodated 27 people, ten of whom were convicts.  The workforce 

included sixteen who were gardeners, stockmen or were otherwise engaged in agriculture ( TAHO CEN1/1/3-237).  

However, the census of the following year recorded decreases in both the numbers of convicts (to six) and in the 

gardeners, stockmen and agricultural workers (to ten) (TAHO CEN1/1/44-25). 

• Mid 1840s to mid 1870s: the Butlers of ‘Shene’, and their in-law tenants the Chalmers

In 1844, John Espie advertised the sale of his 1000 acres on the eastern side of the Bagdad Rivulet ( Courier 24 May 

1844, p. 3).  He was declared insolvent a month later (Courier 28 June 1844, p. 1).  A total of 2,582 acres of Espie’s 

land was subsequently offered for sale (Courier 12 July 1844, p. 3) and acquired by Edward Paine Butler and his 

father, the prominent Hobart Town lawyer Gamaliel Butler (Chalmers 2005, p. 50).  The Butler family’s summer 

residence was the nearby estate Shene (THR 5554).  At about the same time, Gamaliel Butler also purchased Robert 

Espie’s 230 acres on the Rivulet’s western side, thereby acquiring the house in which the Espie family was living 

(Chalmers 2005, pp. 55-56). 

The Espies departed Sayes Court in 1845, and Ann Chalmers (Gamaliel Butler’s daughter), her husband Frederick 

Edmund Chalmers and their children – including two children from Frederick Edmund’s first marriage – moved in .  In 

1848 twenty-two people were living on the property, comprising the Chalmers family and a 15-person workforce that 

included ten convicts.  Eleven of the workers slept in the large barn to the north of the main house ( TAHO 

CEN1/1/75-107; Chalmers 2005, pp. 58, 62-63).  The Chalmers’ maintained and expanded the orchard and garden , 

developing a ‘considerable trade in produce’ from them, and also sold large quantities of cut flowers in the Hobart 

market (Chalmers 2005, pp. 64-65, 74-76). 

Reputedly, Sayes Court’s stables building was constructed during the 1850s.  Chalmers family records indicate that 

the two-storey building could accommodate nine horses, and contained a carriage house, harness room, granary, loft 

areas and a three-room living quarters (Chalmers 2005, p. 74).  Eric Ratcliff (2015, p. 895) and Geoff Chalmers (2005, 

p. 74) believe that this building was probably designed by architect Francis Butler (1823–1916), another of the sons of 

Gamaliel Butler. 

• Mid 1870s to 1893: Frederick Page’s purchase and subdivision of Sayes Court

Along with other properties (including Shene) formerly owned by Gamaliel Butler, Sayes Court was subdivided for sale 

by auction on 18 December 1874.  The 1,230 acre ‘Lot 3 ’ included the ‘splendid garden of upwards of 2’ acres, ‘the 

well known productive orchard of 9 acres’, together with the brick and stone ‘dwelling house of 7 rooms, dairy, store, 

&c.,’ and outbuildings which included the ‘stables, coach-house, men’s rooms, granary, &c., &c.’, all with ‘the 

Bagdad Rivulet passing through’ (Mercury 17 Dec 1874, p. 4).

Lot 3 was purchased at the auction by Frederick G. Page (Mercury 14 May 1875, p. 1).  By 1882 Page had subdivided 

Page 6 of 9Report Date: Friday, December 13, 2024  



and sold about 876 acres of it (Mercury 9 Aug 1881, p. 4; Chalmers 2005, p. 81) and in 1889 also advertised a further 

subdivision of Sayes Court into ‘building lots, farm and orchard blocks’ (Mercury, 8 Oct 1889, p. 4) with a sale by 

auction of blocks that included one containing ‘a dwelling with paddocks and 2 ½ acres garden’ (Mercury, 1 Nov 1889, 

p. 4).  However, Sayes Court’s main house, stables building – and garden and orchard areas – were not sold in this 

process. 

In about 1890 Frederick Page began some additions and alterations to the main house, including demolition of the 

house’s c.1825 brick portion which was replaced with a weatherboard-clad wing (Chalmers 2005, p. 83).  This was still 

underway in late 1893 (Daily Telegraph 27 Oct 1893, p. 1). 

• Early 1890s: the Apsley railway line, and Bagdad railway station

The Brighton Junction to Apsley railway line officially commenced operation in April 1891 (Stokes 1971, p. 154).  In 

Bagdad the railway station’s passenger platform and goods shed were situated about 200 metres to the west of 

Sayes Court’s main house.  From the 1890s until the 1940s the fruit industry was this railway line’s major user (Terry 

1998, p. 25).

• 1893: Chalmers family members return to Sayes Court

In mid-1893 Frederick Page sold the remaining c.320 acres of Sayes Court, which contained about 100 acres ‘under 

cultivation’ and ‘10 acres in orchard’ (Mercury 30 May 1893, p. 4).  The buyer was Augusta Ann Chalmers – daughter 

of Sayes Court’s 1840s-to-60s occupants Ann and Frederick Edmund Chalmers – and in September 1893 she 

returned to her childhood home, accompanied by her youngest brother Robert Hamilton Chalmers, his wife Emily 

Louisa and Robert and Emily’s six young children (Chalmers 2005, pp. 84-85).

Of Sayes Court’s former two-acre garden, only the oaks, a few apple, pear and walnut trees and a mulberry tree 

remained.  The orchard, however, was still productive.  Robert Chalmers planted new apple orchards and ‘later a small 

apricot orchard in the small paddock between the house and the Main Road’, also undertaking cropping as ‘a parallel 

enterprise’ (Chalmers 2005, p. 85).

• Early 20th-century orcharding in the Bagdad Valley

In the early 1900s many farmers in the Bagdad Valley had moved to growing apples , which with new refrigeration 

technology could reliably be exported to England.  By 1911 the valley was almost fully planted with fruit, and this 

became the district’s economic mainstay until the 1930s (McConnell & Servant 1999, pp. 210-213; Terry 1998, p. 24).

Sayes Court in 1908 contained 14 acres of fruit trees – which included new apple varieties grafted to the remnants of 

the old trees in the original 8-acre orchard – with the balance of the estate used for mixed farming, particularly wheat 

and hay (Tasmanian Mail 26 Dec 1908, p. 18).

• 1920s onwards, and decline of Bagdad Valley’s orchards

Prominent Australian artist Daryl Lindsay (1889–1976) painted a watercolour sketch of the Sayes Court stables 

building in the 1920s (Weekly Courier, 1 Nov 1928, p. 21).  It was also the subject of watercolours painted by 

Victorian-born Isobel (Jessie) Haynes (1871–1958) and exhibited in February 1930 at Pridmore’s Gallery in Bathurst 

Street, Hobart (Mercury, 3 Feb 1930, p. 3).

The fruit industry around Bagdad was in decline by the late 1930s.  During World War II, many orchards were affected 

by substantial losses of labour to the armed services.  The resulting years without maintenance at those properties – 

together with the closure of the Apsley railway line in the late 1940s – compounded the demise of orcharding across 

the Bagdad Valley.  In the present day, very little evidence remains of this district’s orcharding industry , and its former 

orchards are now mostly paddocks (McConnell & Servant 1999, pp. 210, 212; Stokes 1971, p. 155; Terry 1998, p. 

25).

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS:

Sayes Court demonstrates attributes common to early colonial mixed-farming properties, including its main house 

and separate stables building which each retain a high degree of integrity.  Features such as these are found at many 

of the rural properties in Tasmania that were established during the emergence of agriculture and pastoralism in the 

first half of the 19th century.     

Sayes Court is a rare example in the Tasmanian context of extant farm buildings and features on a site of early 

colonial period orcharding, horticultural and nursery commercial enterprise.
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Tree, plant and garden supply nurseries

An essential part of horticulture, nurseries are places where plants are propagated and grown to the size required for 

their ultimate destination.  They were established from the earliest years of European settlement of Australia to 

receive plants, seeds and cuttings imported on board ships.  Fruiting species comprised the majority of initial imports, 

but ornamental plants were also an early and important component of nursery inventories.  Until the 20th century, 

most of the plants in such nurseries were grown in soil beds in the open.  When a plant reached its desired size it 

was dug up for shipment.  This system was known as ‘field production’ (May 2002, p. 447). 

From the 1830s to the 1850s, Van Diemen’s Land’s fledgling and often precarious nursery trade was largely the 

province of dedicated individuals.  In 1836, Daniel Bunce acquired the hothouses and gardens of Thomas Lightfoot on 

the New Town Road in North Hobart and opened them for business as the Denmark Hill Nursery .  This venture failed in 

1839, but shortly afterwards another nursery was established nearby by Valentine Marshall , who visited England in 

1844-45 and returned with several new varieties of plants that he offered for sale by public auction .  James Dickinson 

also published a comprehensive catalogue of plants for sale from his Hobart nursery in 1845, including the preparation 

of native species for export (Aitken 2011, p. 87; Cripps 2017; Pullman 2009, p. 13; Scripps 2002, p. 588).

In the Tasmanian context, other places at which early-colonial commercial plant nurseries were based include:

In the Tasmanian context, other places at which early-colonial commercial plant nurseries were based include: The 

nurseries of Frederick and Edward Lipscombe in Lower Sandy Bay.  Frederick Lipscombe (c.1808–1887) and his 

brothers Henry and Edward were sons of ‘a Kentish nurseryman’.  Purchasing land in the Sandy Bay area from the 

1840s onward, the three brothers were involved in a number of nursery and orcharding ventures there during the 

following decades.  Frederick reputedly ‘spared no trouble or expense in importing the rarest trees and seeds’ 

(Dulfer-Hyams 1997, pp. 66-70; Goc 1997, pp. 112-113; Rowntree 1959, pp. 43-46, 50; TpTJN weblog);  and

The ‘Pineapple Place Nursery and Garden Grounds’, established by the Lipscombes in Sandy Bay during the early 

1840s and subsequently taken over by English emigrant John Osborne in the 1850s (Goc 1997, p. 125).  Donald 

Howatson (2016, p. 65) notes that this nursery was situated along the Sandy Bay Rivulet’s northern bank – at what is 

now Osborne Street, near Sandy Bay Road – and at its peak covered ‘some eleven acres of ground’, containing 

several hothouses and greenhouses, fruit trees for orchardists, ornamental shrubs and trees, ‘bouquets of choice 

flowers’, orchards, vegetable gardens and ‘more than half an acre of strawberries’. 

The early colonial-period nurseries associated with Bunce, Marshall, Dickinson, Osborne and the Lipscombe brothers 

are noted in a range of documentary resources, but the available evidence indicates that there are no known surviving 

features at the locations of these former nurseries.  As elements of a discernible site of commercial nursey, market 

gardening and orcharding in the early colonial period, Sayes Court’s main house, stables building and other remnant 

features are particularly noteworthy.
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1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for 'Sayes Court',  #12037 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 1 is the whole of FR 175229/1 and the partial parcels of 175228/1 & 175233/1,  the boundaries of which 
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