
Tasmanian Heritage Register 
Datasheet 
 

 
  

134 Macquarie Street (GPO Box 618)  
Hobart Tasmania  7001  

Phone: 1300 850 332 (local call cost)  
Email:  enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au 

Web: www.heritage.tas.gov.au 
 

Name: Chinese Memorial and Graves, Weldborough 

cemetery

THR ID Number:  11954 

Status: Permanently Registered Municipality: Break O'Day Council

Tier: State Boundary: CPR11530

Location Addresses Title References Property Id
CEMETERY RD, WELDBOROUGH  7264  TAS 47992/1 7734808

Chinese burner, brick under cement render
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Chinese memorial Weldborough, showing 

condition
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Chinese memorial & burner, Weldborough 

cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Chintock graves, Weldborough cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Page 1 of 10Report Date: Monday, October 21, 2024  



Gee Kit Tung's headstone, Weldborough 

cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Maddren headstone, Weldborough cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Outlook, Weldborough cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Unmarked graves, Weldborough cemetery
Heritage Tasmania, 2013

Chinese memorial & burner, Weldborough 

cemetery

Courtsey, Asian American Comparative Collection 

49

Statement of Significance: 

The Weldborough Chinese graves, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as reminders of Chinese 

occupation in the North East and the contribution they made to the establishment of this area. Their history is closely tied to 

the fortunes of the tin mining industry in the area around Derby in the north-east of the state, focusing on the tin mines in 

Weldborough, Garibaldi and Ringarooma; as well as Derby, Branxholm, Moorina, Pioneer and Gladstone. The Chinese tin 

miners provided the region with a continuity of population which would otherwise have been lacking in the rapidly shifting 

fortunes of the North East mining communities.

 

The Weldborough Chinese grave, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as evidence of Chinese burial 

practices as they were carried out in Australia and the adaptations made to the new conditions . The inscription on the memorial 

(non-statutory summary)
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headstone in the Weldborough cemetery is of historical significance as it has the potential to be used to in researching the 

transition from revolution to respectability that parallels, monumentally, the narrative history of Chinese Australian history.

 

The site has a special association with the Chinese community, the largest non- European migrants to Tasmanian in the 19th 

century and their contribution to the development of Tasmania .

 

The Weldborough cemetery is one of the few prominent surviving cultural markers within the landscape of what was once a 

thriving township.

 

Maddren's headstone provides a reference to the non-Chinese participation in the tin mining industry, as well as being a 

reminder of the dangerous nature of the enterprise.

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

The Weldborough Chinese graves, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as reminder of Chinese 

occupation in the North East and the contribution they made to the establishment of this area. Their history is closely 

tied to the fortunes of the tin mining industry in the area around Derby in the north-east of the state, focusing on the 

tin mines in Weldborough, Garibaldi and Ringarooma; as well as Derby, Branxholm, Moorina, Pioneer and Gladstone. 

The Chinese tin miners provided the region with a continuity of population which would otherwise have been lacking in 

the rapidly shifting fortunes of the North East mining communities.

The Weldborough Chinese graves, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as evidence of Chinese 

burial practices as they were carried out in Australia and the adaptations made to the new conditions . The Chinese 

saying "upon the roots of the tree rest falling leaves" expresses a desire to be buried with their ancestors, allowing 

their relatives to look after their spirit with burnt offerings . Burial is an important ritual, and if it is done well it can bring 

great fortune, but if performed incorrectly can lead to bad fortune for the family. It was important to acclimatise the 

deceased's spirit to the Underworld and to achieve this the body would be buried for around seven years. At the end of 

this time it could be exhumed, the bones placed in an urn and transported back to their home village, where they are 

re-interned (Abraham and Wegars 2003:59).

The Weldborough cemetery is the most prominent surviving cultural marker within the landscape of what was once a 

thriving township.

Maddren's headstone provides a reference to the non-Chinese participation in the tin mining industry, as well as being 

a reminder of the dangerous nature of the enterprise and the need of his colleagues to record the violent nature of his 

death.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

While some work has been undertaken to record the history of the Chinese in Tasmania , little material evidence 

remains. Forty one sites were recorded by Helen Vivian in her 1985 study of the Chinese in North East Tasmania, but 

their current status is unknown. This site, if listed, would make up one of only five sites, and one of only two 

cemeteries, associated with the Chinese in Tasmania; recorded on the Tasmanian Heritage Register. The Australian 

Heritage Inventory records six Chinese cemeteries, including Moorina, one on the Victorian Heritage Register and four 

on the Register of the National Estate.

The Weldborough graves, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as a rare physical reminder of the 

presence of Chinese in North Eastern Tasmania. With many Chinese communities no longer living in these areas 

more ephemeral forms of evidence no longer exist. The burner is rare in its own right. It is the site of one of only two 

Chinese Funerary Burners known from Tasmania.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

The Chinese burner is of state significance for its potential to yield further information on the practices associated with 

Chinese cemeteries, such as burning items for offerings. Although there are several examples of Chinese burners 

throughout Australia and overseas, each is slightly different in appearance, due to available materials, community 

resources and the person(s) who constructed it.

It is unclear how many of the bodies have been exhumed and returned to China; where the graves were originally 

located and whether additional persons (beyond those in the cemetery records) were buried in the cemetery.

The inscription on the memorial headstone in the Weldborough cemetery is of historical significance as it has the 

potential to be used to in researching the transition from revolution to respectability that parallels, monumentally, the 

narrative history of Chinese Australian history.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

The Weldborough grave, memorial headstone and burner are of state significance as representative of Chinese burial 

practices in Tasmania.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.
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e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

The cemetery, memorial headstone and burner are an integral part of Chinese funerary rites, as well as a focus for 

on-going memorialising practices during the 19th century; as such they have strong spiritual significance for 

Tasmanians of Chinese origin and in particular for those people with ancestors who were buried or commemorated in 

the cemetery.

The Chinese in these small, and probably isolated, communities continued to practice the traditional rites associated 

with death. The memorial headstone, grave marker and burner in Weldborough Cemetery have a special association 

with the Chinese community and the families of the deceased, as the resting place for those individuals who lived and 

worked in the area. It is not known if any Chinese burials made in the cemetery during this era were exhumed, 

without further research, therefore they may still be buried in this area.

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

No Data Recorded

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

The dirt road to the cemetery turns right off the Tasman Highway 300m east of the Weldborough Hotel. The cemetery 

has a northerly aspect and is situated amongst pastures near the top of a large hill overlooking the wooded valley of 

the Weld River. The township of Weldborough, lying less than half a kilometre to the west, is obscured from view by 

surrounding hills.

Description:

The cemetery is a square, fenced block 75m x 75m. It features headstones, burial sites and iron railings of European 

and Chinese origin; a Chinese memorial headstone and a masonry burner located in the south east quarter of the 

cemetery, an isolated Chinese headstone and grave nearby and a large Chinese grave complex at the top, upslope 

end of the block. There is no indication of segregation between the European and Chinese burials.

 

The Chinese memorial comprises a concrete slab enclosed by a wrought iron picket fence with an entrance gate in 

the centre of the east side. Within the enclosure a ceremonial oven and memorial headstone stand on a concrete 

slab. This memorial is of the same style and layout as the Chinese memorial in nearby Moorina cemetery; however 

Moorina cemetery has no marked Chinese graves.

 

The marble memorial headstone, a semicircular upright slab, is set in a masonry block with cement render. The 

headstone erected alongside the ceremonial burner in Weldborough Cemetery in 1909 bears inscriptions in Chinese 

and English. The Chinese inscription is almost identical to the one in the Moorina cemetery and also includes a 

reference to the “Great Quing State” – “This is the’ common grave’ of the pioneer forebears who originated from the 

Great Qing Empire”. The memorial gravestone was erected in the first year of the reign of Xuan Tong which 

corresponds to western calendar year 1909. The inscribed term Da Qing Guo (Great Qing Empire) indicates the 
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majority of the Chinese community in Weldborough were supporters of the Monarchy Reform Movement led by Liang 

Qi Chao and Kang You Wei (Kok 2006:28)

 

The accompanying English inscription reads: ‘This stone has been erected by the Chinese as a place of worship of 

Confusias [sic] religion to the departed Chinese and those connected with the Chinese in the Weldborough cemetery .”

 

The ceremonial burner has a cubic base and a square flue; the iron door with lifting mechanism (on the south side) is 

missing, there are air vents at ground level on the east, north and west sides. The burner appears to have been 

constructed in brick and then concrete rendered. The condition of the burner is poor with some masonry cracking 

caused by nearby tree roots.

 

The grave, cambered upright slab style headstone, and collapsed iron picket fence of a Chinese individual, “Gee Kit 

Tung”, are located nearby. The Chinese inscription reads: “This is the grave of the Late Honourable Zhu Ji Zong who 

originated from Jia Pang Di [Crab Ground] Village in Xin Ning District of Guangdong Province in China. The interred 

was born at the Shu hour [between 7pm and 9pm] on the 29th day of the 11th month in Jia Wu lunar year during the 

14th reigning year of Dao Guang, [corresponding to the western calendar year 1834]. The interred died at Wu hour 

[between 11am and 1pm] on the 15th day of the 10th month in Yi Ji lunar year during the 31st reigning year of Guang 

Xu [corresponding to western calendar date 11 November 1905]” (Kok 2006:30).

 

A group of horizontal slab graves belonging to the Chintock family , who were among the earliest Chinese settlers in 

the area (and whose descendants still resided in Weldborough in the 1980s) is situated upslope at the top end of the 

cemetery.

 

The cemetery contains a number of unmarked graves including some associated with early Chinese tin miners, whose 

remains were not repatriated to China.

 

The cemetery also contains a headstone commemorating the death of a miner due to an explosion of dynamite, a not 

uncommon occurance on the tin fields. The headstone inscription reads "Erected by his fellow workmen/In Memory 

of/John Maddren/who met his death by an explosion of dynamite/at the Cream Creek T.M.C./June 17th 1889 Aged 33 

years/Farewell my friends and parents dear/I little thought my time so near/I had not time to say goodbye/But hope to 

meet you all on High. " 

 

Chinese Funerary rituals

 

The most common singular feature of overseas Chinese cemeteries and of the Chinese section of host community 

cemeteries is the "burner" (sometimes erroneously called "oven"). These brick or masonry structures, often over 

seven feet tall (approx. 2.1m), serve as a safe place for the ritualized burning of spiritual tributes.

 

These paper and cardboard facsimiles of money, clothing, possessions, and houses, for example, are to serve the 

deceased in the afterlife. Burning these simulacra passes them to the spirit realm.

 

The ritual is associated with Chinese festivities for the New Year . The festivities commenced on the 12th day of the 

new moon nearest to the point when the sun was within fifteen degrees of Aquarius , and the holiday making would 

normally continue for three days. On the January or February eve, from midnight fireworks would be lit and people 

would be engaged in performing sacred rites, including the burning of gifts and food for departed relatives. All debts 

were settled, presents exchanged and a great feast was held, which included roast pig. [Reports of the Chinese New 

Year Festival are found in Launceston’s newspapers: The Launceston Advertiser, 19 February 1891, p.3; Carnival 

Advertisement The Tasmanian Mail 21 February 1891, p.32]

 

Comparative analysis

 

A census of Chinese funerary burners in 2003 (Abraham) identified 25 in Australia, predominantly in Victoria and New 

South Wales, with only two of these, at Moorina and Weldborough, listed in the census for Tasmania. They are 

relatively rare, as many communities constructed burners from wood, covered in tar. Such structures are not durable, 

being susceptible to fire and rot.

 

Grave markers, as in European cemeteries, were important features of Chinese cemeteries to identify the deceased 

for those who came to disinter the bones and as a marker for the descendants practising ritual observances. The text 

on the marker has, as a minimum, the name of the individual, date of death and the name of the deceased's home 

village. The name is usually in the middle with the other details on either side.

 

Stone is the most common material for grave markers in Australia in the nineteenth century , but concrete becomes 

increasingly common in the twentieth century. Wooden markers existed at some cemeteries in Australia , such as 
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Rookwood, however they are vulnerable to fire and decay. Some Chinese graves in Australia have iron railings, such 

as Gladstone in Tasmania, however this was a rare luxury (Jack 1995:302). Date and location play a role in the design 

of grave markers. Rectangular markers are the most common type in Australia , but there are variants such as curved 

or Norman tops (Jack 1995:300-302). The collection of graves at Nyngan is rare as all the extant markers are of a 

traditional shape and style. Other Chinese cemeteries identified by the Chinese Australian Cultural Heritage Project 

(2005) either contained fewer markers or contained markers of a more European style.

History:

 History of the Chinese in Tasmania’s North East

 

The Chinese were early pioneers of Tasmania’s North East near Launceston .

 

Large numbers of Chinese migrant workers first arrived in the area of Launceston, north- eastern Tasmania, after 1871, 

some from Victoria and New South Wales, others direct from China. As kinship and clan relations were valued at that 

time and were a major connection between early and later emigrants, it is likely that fellow villagers followed their 

clan's people to Australia. Also, as clans of the same family usually inhabited the same village or area, people of the 

same family name were usually closely related, either from the same village or the same county. The Chinese who 

came to the Ringarooma Municipality (now Dorset Municipality) were nearly all from Kwangtung, in war torn Southern 

China, although Guangdong province in China's south-east, which, at the time, was suffering from drought and poverty, 

has also been identified as a place of origin for Chinese miners in this area. It was common for the Chinese miners to 

organise their migration, local societies, businesses and possibly diggings on the basis of dialect, district and village.

 

At a time when the other Australian colonies were closing their mining fields to the Chinese , and alluvial gold 

resources were declining, the Tasmanian tin fields attracted many Chinese. Their history is therefore closely tied to 

the fortunes of the tin mining industry in the area around Derby in the north-east of the state, focusing on the tin mines 

in Weldborough, Garibaldi and Ringarooma; as well as Derby, Branxholm, Moorina, Pioneer and Gladstone.

 

The tiny settlement of Weldborough is located 124km north-east of Launceston. Weldborough was first known as 

Thomas Plains, named after an early surveyor. The original plan was to open the area to rural development but the 

discovery of tin resulted in a sustained mining boom. The mining boom saw a service town of pubs, general stores, 

butcher's shops and the like. Later a hotel (with good accommodation) and a racecourse were built.

 

'The Centenary of Portland' describes the town in the 1880s as 'The Chinamen came and set up a local Chinatown, 

carrying on as tin scratchers everywhere. All tin and goods went and came from Georges Bay by pack track and slab 

roads ... crops were put in, with good results, as Christmas time, while a few cows arrived upon the scene. This 

marks the earliest decade ... In the roaring days of the Weldborough Mine the lights were never dimmed , and with 

three shafts to every bed the trade 'roared on' continuously, and every prospect bore a pleasant smile. Having 

exhausted its importance as a going concern, the Weldborough petered out.'

 

It is widely recognised that this was the largest Chinese community on any tin field in Australia . They are said to have 

outnumbered the Europeans. Now, apart from the hotel and one or two houses, only surface and sub-surface features 

remain of this once thriving township.

 

There are two places in Weldborough which are also listed on the Tasmanian Heritage Register :

 

THR#616 Weldborough Hotel and THR#615 Cottages - a small group of buildings that originally related to the mining 

operations of the area. The remains of Arthur Chintock's cottage and a Chinese joss house were originally on the site.

 

Arthur Chin Lock/Alfred Chin Tuck came originally from Canton, to the Ballarat goldfields in the late 1800s, married 

Louisa Emma McIntyre in 1867, and changed his name to Chintock. The Chintocks later moved to Tasmania 

sometime between 1881 and 1884. A son, Arthur Edward Chintock, born in Tasmania on 3 September 1888, died and 

was buried in the Weldborough cemetery on 10 June 1949.

 

The Chintocks are believed to have owned and operated a tin mine in the bed of the Kent Creek on the north-west 

slope of Mount O'Reilly, part of the Blue Tier, well into the 1930s. The Chintock Battery was relocated from Kent 

Creek to the Beaconsfield's Grubb Shaft Museum in 1993.

 

In Launceston, the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery at Royal Park has a complete Chinese temple on public 

display. The temple (or Joss House) was a gift of the dwindling Chinese community in Weldborough near Derby .

 

It was hard for the early Chinese migrants to survive in Tasmania , as most of them were working in tin mines under 

horrible conditions and at low wages. The price of tin in the London market had fallen from a high of £ 114 in 1874 to 

£74/10s in 1877, and one company brought fourteen Chinese from Ballarat to work at four to five shillings a day 

instead of seven or eight. As many Chinese were willing to accept lower pay in desperate situations for the same 

work, some Europeans were resentful.
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The Chinese were generally industrious miners and tended to work the small scale, poorer, more isolated tin mine 

sites. They displayed considerable ingenuity in getting water to their alluvial mines. Their ability to work poor ground 

and persevere when tin prices were low provided the region with a continuity of population which would otherwise have 

been lacking in the rapidly shifting fortunes of the North East mining communities.

 

The numbers of Chinese in the colonial period are estimated not to have exceeded 100 before 1876. With the 

discovery of tin, the number reached around 1,000 in 1886, and then fell to about half that number in the middle 

1890s. Between 1886 and 1896 Chinese tin miners outnumbered their European counterparts throughout the region 

and in some areas by much as ten to one. The Chinese also constituted the largest group of non-European 

immigrants to early Tasmania.

 

The Chinese quickly established themselves as miners in their own right and set up many small businesses to 

service the mining community, including market gardens and stores. Most Chinese worked on leases held by Chinese 

businessmen such as the Argus Mine and the Garibaldi Mine. Some worked alone or in small groups on leases 

working the creeks. By the late 1880s there were nearly 40 tin mines operated by Chinese throughout the region.

 

The mining population was constantly on the move with make-shift huts thrown up wherever the ground looked 

promising. Thus mining centres fluctuated rapidly, often experiencing several cycles of boom and decline. The centres 

which survived these changes most readily were those located strategically on major transport routes or within an 

accessible walking distance of mining areas. It is therefore very difficult to determine the exact size and relative 

importance of each township at any given time. However, census details and valuation roles can provide some 

insights.

 

By 1881 there were 765 Chinese recorded at Weldborough. The number of persons overall employed in tin mining 

reached a peak of 2,262 in 1887 (following record tin prices in 1886). During 1887 exceptionally high returns were 

made in the tin mining industry until the prices plummeted to almost half overnight. In the absence of better data it 

would seem reasonable to deduce that 1887 was probably the peak of the Chinese population in Tasmania .

 

By 1889 Weldborough had declined as the main centre of Chinese population , giving way to Garibaldi. The Valuation 

Roll for Portland municipality in 1889 lists 30 occupied Chinese buildings at Weldborough, all on Crown land. These 

comprised six houses (four with shops), eight cottages, eight huts, a boarding house, blacksmith and eating house.

 

By 1890 the number of persons employed in the tin fields had fallen to 1,592. By the time the next census was 

carried out in 1891 the number of people working in the tin fields had fallen by 670 in three years (since 1889). The 

census of 1891 counted 931 Chinese males, eight females, and 62 male and 55 female half- Chinese in Tasmania. The 

total population of the North East was 43,889; although the Chinese were a small minority they accounted for almost 

20% of the male population in the Ringarooma municipal district and over 10% in the Portland municipality.

 

Although, by 1893 Weldborough had little more than half the number of dwellings occupied by Chinese , the Joss 

House was the site of regular Chinese gatherings and Chinese flocked there from surrounding districts for Chinese 

New Year and other festive occasions.

 

The population was transient with people staying only to make enough money to move on. Consequently their 

dwellings were mainly temporary bush huts and little remains, apart from archaeological evidence. For the early 

Chinese immigrants, their purpose in enduring hardship in coming to Australia was to save enough money to remit 

home and then pay their own passages back in due course.

 

The cemetery with its monuments and inscriptions contains information for understanding the journey and subsequent 

life of early Chinese migrant workers. It also touches on the psyche of those people. At the beginning, they were 

motivated by the prospect of gold and fortune, in contrast to their family lives and the often bleak prospects for rural 

farmers in 19th century China. Once they arrived in Australia, they were confronted by a strange landscape and 

people, but they were highly adaptive. The first generation was bound by a deep nostalgia for home. They kept moving 

between two points and sending remittances back to support their families, while at the same time trying to save 

enough money to return home for retirement. This mentality was caused partly by the strong influence of 

Confucianism and their filial duties, and partly by the reality confronting them: they had debts at home to pay back, 

they had to find someone to marry and they were expected to bring fortunes home.  However, once settled, those who 

brought a spouse out or kept them in their hometown or married a non-Chinese woman made fewer trips home.

 

District based societies are central to an appreciation of Chinese settlement in NSW before the 1930s, and the same 

is probably true for Tasmania. The societies provided support for those in need, were responsible for establishing 

temples and returning the bones of the dead to families.
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The Chinese in Weldborough had erected a temple before 1870, the deity in the temple being Guan-di. The temple 

had been preceded by a small shrine in the mine area, which duly evolved to a larger Joss house on Crown Land. The 

Pei Guo Tang (Abundant Country Lodge) comprising members surnamed Zhu was represented when the 

establishment of the Joss House was celebrated in 1883. It is very likely that the individual interred in the one marked 

grave,” Gee Kit Tung”/Zhu Ji Zong, was a member of this lodge (Kok 2006:23, 30).

 

The practice of returning the bones of the dead to rest in the soil of their ancestors was fundamental in Chinese 

culture and played an important role in the bond with the village. The usual practice was to bury a body for several 

years then to collect the bones of a number of people for return to China. In Tasmania exhumations were still being 

attempted in the 1920s. District societies played the dominant role in the return of bones. The societies collected fees 

from their members and used the funds to ship the bones of those who died in Australia . The practice of exhumation 

means that it is possible that few cemeteries contain many remains. However, those who could not afford to have their 

bones returned or where insufficient information was known about them at the time of burial to enable later return , 

remain buried in Tasmania.

 

From 1887 the population gradually declined with departures to China now well in excess of arrivals. Old age was also 

having a marked affect, as many of the last Chinese in the North East were ageing miners, too old or infirm to turn 

their labor to sufficient profit to enable their return to China . It was also at this time that interest began in Australian 

Federation. Tasmania's embrace of Federation worked to break down the strong isolationist tendencies within the 

colony. This became a most important reason for Tasmania's eventual introduction of legislation restricting Chinese 

immigration in 1887.

 

The first Chinese to be buried at the Weldborough cemetery had been robbed and found murdered on a bush track , 

but no grave marker survives (Oral history from a Mrs Maa Mon Chin, Family History archival material, St Helens 

History Room). The Tasmanian Federation Index for deaths in Weldborough, between 1900 and 1930, lists eight 

fatalities of possible Chinese descent who may also be buried in the cemetery:

 

Que Hen – 24.03.1901

Loo Kee – 27.04.1901

Ye Ah Kang – 18.01.1904

Lin Leu – 18.07.1905

Ah Loo – 14.07.1905

James Fun – 18.06.1909

Elizabeth May Ah You – 4.03.1922

Louisa Jane Chintock – 11.03.1927 is the only one to have a marked grave.

 

The Chinese who stayed after the collapse of the tin price gravitated to Launceston where they mostly became market 

gardeners and merchants. 

 

By 1921, Hobart had become the largest centre of the Chinese who set up market gardens in the rich Derwent River 

Flats in Glenorchy and Moonah.

 

The contribution of Chinese settlement to the heritage of Tasmania is unique . Features of this settlement such as the 

value placed on maintaining links with the villages and districts of origin, the predominance in early migration of men 

over women and the experience of prejudice and anti-Chinese legislation, combined to ensure this uniqueness.  

While, some work has been undertaken to record the history of the Chinese in Tasmania , little material evidence 

remains. Forty one sites were recorded by Helen Vivian in her 1985 study of the Chinese in North East Tasmania, but 

their current status is unknown.

 

At this stage there are only four sites, and of these only one cemetery (Moorina), strongly associated with the 

Chinese in Tasmania; which are recorded on the Tasmanian Heritage Register .

 

Community Significance

 

In February 2005 Heritage Tasmania undertook a limited social values study to assess the social significance of 

another site with Chinese associations. It found that fifty- five different groups were involved with the Trail of the Tin 

Dragon project (interpreting sites of Chinese heritage in the north east), including local councils, tourism bodies, 

Forestry Tasmania, and the St Helens History Room. The wide-ranging nature of these organisations provides an 

indication of the importance the local community attaches to Chinese heritage sites in the area.

 

The Weldborough cemetery is one of the proposed sites on the “Trail of the Tin Dragon” but no interpretive sign has 

been installed at the cemetery at this stage.  While the turn-off to the cemetery is not prominently signposted, it 

is one of the most prominent surviving cultural markers within the landscape, aside from the Weldborough pub, of what 
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was once a thriving township.

 

Research Potential

 

The historical significance of a number of cemetery monuments erected over this period (1870- 1911) in Victoria and 

Tasmania has been explored by John Fitzgerald (2004) who suggests that these monuments certainly indicate 

pan-Chinese sentiments among immigrants in colonial Victoria and Tasmania . They may also signify a ‘modern’ 

sense of China as a political state, in the Victorian case, and as a Confucian national community in the case of 

Tasmania. If so it may be possible to trace a transition from revolution to respectability that parallels, monumentally, 

the narrative history of Chinese Australian history.

 

The disappearance of the modern term for China found on 1870s memorials in Victoria and its replacement on later 

memorials, such as the Weldborough memorial, with references to departed elders of the great Qing state reflects a 

new kind of community politics that was emerging around the turn of the twentieth century – a kind of politics more in 

keeping with the respectable and conservative urban leadership of prominent Chinese, in Sydney, and their 

counterparts around Australia over the federation era . This was the deradicalised space into which Sun Yatsen and his 

republican nationalist revolutionaries made their move when they introduced ‘modern’ nationalism to Australia’s 

Chinese communities over the period up to and succeeding the 1911 Revolution in China (Fitzgerald).

 

Dangers associated with tin-mining

 

The hazardous nature of early tin-mining activities is illustrated by the death of John Maddren. Recorded in gory detail 

in reports of the accident and subsequent inquest in the Launceston Examiner Tuesday 18 June 1889:

 

'FATAL ACCIDENT AT CREAM CREEK MINE. .(By Electric Telegraph) MOORINA, JUNE 17. A terrible accident 

occurred at the Cream Creek mine to-day, by which a man named John Maddern was killed. Another miner named 

M'Millan was injured, but not seriously. The two men were working together in one of the faces, and had bored a hole 

ready to blast.' Maddern was softening some dynamite by putting it on a fire In a billy, when it exploded, blowing a 

hole nearly two feet deep in the ground, scattering pieces of rock in all directions, inflicting such terrible injury on 

Maddern that he died shortly after. One leg was almost blown off, and a large hole was blown in the left side of the 

abdomen. the skull also being fractured. M'Millan, who was standing a little distance away, was cut about the head 

and body by pieces of stone. An inquest will be held to-morrow morning'.

 

'ACCIDENT AT CREAM CREEK MINE (By ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.) MOORINA, June 18, An inquest on the body 

of John Maddern, who was killed by an explosion of dynamite yesterday, at the Cream Creek mine, was held at the 

Court House to day, before the hen. C. O'Rielly, Coroner, and the usual jury. The evidence of Thomas Oldham, 

manager of the Cream Creek mine, M'Millan, who was working with the deceased, Jones, a workman on the claim, 

Thomas Harrison, sub.manager of the mine, and Dr Gormley was taken, and a verdict was returned of accidental 

death, caused by an explosion of dynamite. The deceased was fearfully mutilated.  His left hand was blown off, and 

his left leg broken above the ankle, the bone protruding four inches. The right eye was blown out, and the cheek was 

terribly cut, the brains escaping into the socket of the eye. The left side was much out and torn. Death took place 

about two hours after the accident. Deceased age was 33. His relatives, except one brother employed on the Argus 

claim, are all in Victoria. Maddern was a general favorite. M'Millan, who was working with deceased, and was also 

injured, is progressing favorably. The only serious wound was a cut on the cheek about an inch below the left eye. He 

had a miraculous escape several holes being blown in his hat '.

 

The Maddren headstone is a relatively rare example of a headstone inscription recording the work-related death of a 

miner, demonstrating both the nature and hazards of mining work and the need of his colleagues to record the violent 

nature of his loss. The headstone also highlights the involvement of non-Chinese in hard rock mining; whereas the 

Chinese miners focused almost exclusively on alluvial tin mining.
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