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Name: Bridestowe original lavender farm
Status: Provisionally Registered
Tier: State

Location Addresses
29 BROWNS RD, LILYDALE 7268 TAS
29 BROWNS RD, LILYDALE 7268 TAS

Visitor entry gateposts and plinth to west of
outbuildings
ONRE 2024

Stock room from north
©NRE 2024
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134 Macquarie Street (GPO Box 618)
Hobart Tasmania 7001

Phone: 1300 850 332 (local call cost)

Email: enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au
Web: www.heritage.tas.gov.au

THR ID Number: 10677

Municipality: Launceston City
Council
Boundary:
Title References Property Id
167779/1 9140165
63909/1 9140165

Outbuildings — view north-east from Browns Road
ONRE 2024

Stock room from south-west
©NRE 2024
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Stock room interior
©NRE 2024

Distillery from north-east
ONRE 2024

Distillery interiors
ONRE 2024

Drying shed from south; from east
ONRE 2024
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Stock room interior
©NRE 2024

Distillery from west; door detail
ONRE 2024

Distillery interiors
ONRE 2024

Drying shed interior from south
ONRE 2024
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Machinery shed interior looking north
©ONRE 2024

Squash Court interiors
ONRE 2024

Squash Court
ONRE 2024

Painting - reproduced in the Examiner

) View over lavender fields c. 1960
Examiner 22 Jan 2018

QVM:1992:P:2577

Entry kiosk - reproduced in the Examiner

Examiner 22 Jan 2018
- W Skl

Lavender seed bag
QVM:1993:P:1750
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Distillery - extract from display image
QVMAG:1993:P:2992

Product display
QVM:1993:P:2992
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Drying room ¢.1928
QVMAG:1993:P:1743

Sewing room c¢.1928
QVMAG:1993:P:2987

Outbuildings and gateposts (no longer standing) -
1991
QVMAG:1997:P:2821

Visitor entry gateposts and garden remains -

1991
QVM:1997:P:2835

Statement of Significance: (non-statutory summary)

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance as the location of the first lavender farm in
Australia and as an example of an early lavender farm with associated processing, manufacturing and tourism infrastructure.
Developed by an innovative and resourceful migrant family in 1922, to produce lavender for the international market from 1924 to
1973, being the only Australian producer, and one of the largest and most successful producers outside of France. The
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practices and business model set up here also led to the development of a larger operation on a nearby property which still
provides a substantial share of the world’s lavender market. The buildings remaining on the property stand as a demonstration
of the confidence its founders had in the economic future of Australia, and specifically, the north-east of Tasmania, which was
found to have a similar climate and growing conditions to the lavender centre of Provence. They are also representative of the
Denny family’s innovation which had positive impacts on the essential oil industry across the world . Bridestowe Original
Lavender Farm is also important as an example of the new industries brought to Tasmania from Europe following World War I,
providing employment and finding economic success through the difficult years of the Great Depression . Bridestowe Original
Lavender Farm is also of significance because of its association with the founders Charles Keith (Keith or CK) and Blanche
Denny, who worked together to develop an industry from scratch which was full of firsts for Tasmania and Australia , as well as
their sons John (Jock) and Edmund (Tim) who continued the develop the farm following distinguished war service, with Tim
responsible for innovations in growing, harvesting and distilling processes which led the essential oil industry worldwide.

Why is it significant?:

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from
the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

a) The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because of its role in the evolution and
success of Australia’s oldest and largest lavender production business, as well as the pioneering of essential oil
distillation and the agritourism industry. The Denny family were responsible for introducing a useful and lucrative
industry to Tasmania and opening up trade to both local and international markets, a particularly impressive feat given
the challenges of the Great Depression. This was part of a key phase of the state’s development following World War
I, led by migrants with skills and experience acquired in Europe and keen to make a new start, and the gamble paid
off for many. In this case the Mediterranean climate, altitude, rich red soils, open spaces, and relative isolation of this
part of north-east Tasmania made a perfect setting for the development of Australia’s lavender industry . While
operations, first the growing and processing, and then sales and tourism, eventually moved to the larger Nabowla site,
the structures remaining at Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm at Lilydale still stand as physical representation of an
important part of the history of Tasmania, and Australia as a whole.

b) The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because it was the site of the first
lavender farm in Australia. It has also been identified as the first farm to promote itself as a tourist attraction, with
visitors arriving en masse both to view the distinctive floral display and to purchase its lavender products when
manufacturing commenced on site. The original farm remained Australia’s only commercial lavender producer for
many years and while some smaller agritourism operations have opened since 2010, the current Bridestowe Estate
farm at Nabowla developed is still one of Tasmania’s major tourist attractions as the largest lavender producer in the
southern hemisphere and the world’s largest lavender farm in private hands.

c) The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because of its role in the establishment
of Australia’s first and largest lavender production, the development of innovative growing, harvesting and distilling
processes, and its pioneering role in agritourism as a business. While the property is not entirely intact, the
remaining buildings on the site have retained some features which demonstrate their workings such that there is
potential for further research on the site relating to the history of the innovative production processes and the people
who developed them. Due to the rural nature of the site, it is possible that other significant remains could have been
left undisturbed around the property since the early days of planting, manufacturing and tourism. This could all be
useful in furthering the understanding of the property and the people who played a substantial role in the economic
development of Tasmania.

d) The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because of its ability to demonstrate
the principal characteristics of a farm developed specifically for niche crop production and processing, as well as what
became the forerunner of the agritourism industry in Tasmania following European migration following World War | .
The remaining outbuildings are representative of the ambitious nature and technical innovation of the family who
settled here in the early 1920s. These timber buildings have endured the test of time and retain elements which assist
in demonstrating the technology and processes undertaken here, some for the first time in Australia, and others
leading the world in modernising and improving the production and quality of lavender and other essential oils.
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e) The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because of the innovation of its owners
in establishing and improving the methods of growing and harvesting lavender and distilling essential oils, as well as
attracting visitors and providing a special experience for them, including direct sales opportunities. Edmund ( Tim)
Denny is recognised internationally as having pioneered the analysis and improvement of lavender genotypes for
specific conditions at Bridestowe as well as new farming practices including land modification and contoured planting
to minimise watering, soil erosion and the need for herbicides and insecticides, and the first use of mechanical
planters and harvesters for lavender. While the whole property may be considered to be important in the physical
manifestation the Denny family’s creative and technical achievements, the remaining working buildings (especially the
distillery) and archaeological remains relating to those lost, are of particular interest as they were constructed
specifically for their uses which included the technologically advanced distillation processes which were to improve
the quality of essential oil production across the world.

f) The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm is of historic cultural heritage significance because of its close association with

the Denny family responsible for the creation a new industry for Tasmania and Australia which came to the fore during
the Great Depression and continues to this day. Individual members of the Denny family are also noted as being of
importance in the history of Tasmania, firstly CK (Keith) Denny and his wife Blanche, the founders of the original
lavender farm responsible for establishing the processes required to produce lavender oil in isolation from the existing
industry in Europe, followed by their sons, John (Jock) and Edmund (Tim) who continued the develop the farm
following distinguished war service. Tim earned an international reputation following a number of innovations which led
to increases in efficiency with contoured planting and mechanisation of harvesting of lavender and improvements in
quality in processing which were to have positive impacts on the essential oil industry world-wide.

h)  The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance
of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.
Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines (www.heritage.tas.qov.au) for

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.
Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on
enquiries@heritage.tas.qov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the
place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be
met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage
values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council
not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

The place now referred to as Bridestowe Original Lavender Farm was established on Browns Road, North Lilydale in
Northern Tasmania. The farm is set within a scenic rural landscape of rolling green hills approximately 4km
north-east of the township of Lilydale and 25km north of the city of Launceston. This elevated area adjacent to Lone
Star Ridge which runs north from the peak of Mount Arthur was selected for its latitude and microclimate with the
specific intention of growing lavender, but the land was also used for processing the flowers, distilling the oils,
manufacturing products for sale, entertaining tourists and customers in specially designed gardens, and also as a
home for three generations of the founding Denny family. Surrounding land to the east, south and west is used for
grazing and crops, while the property to the north is forested.

Description:

The land first purchased by the Denny family in 1922 for the purpose of growing and processing lavender for sale was
just over 92 acres (CT 299/38), an area which now includes parts of five properties with frontages to Browns Road
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(numbers 29, 37, 87, 30 and 100). Additional land was acquired in the 1930s and by 1948 the consolidated farm title
covered over 206 acres (CT 557/66). This same area now includes nine titles across six properties.

The remaining working buildings, of significance due to their association with the technical and scientific innovations
developed on the site, are located on the central title within the property now known as 29 Browns Road (CT
167779/1). This title covers an area of 34.3 hectares and stretches over 600 metres from the Browns Road frontage to
the northern boundary, however these working buildings are all located within 115 metres of the roadside, which forms
the focus of this registration. There are also gateposts and a plinth remaining on the adjoining title to the east (CT
63909/1) which appear to be the last remaining structures relating to the direct farm sales and tourist venture on the
site, significant as one of the earliest known examples of agri-tourism in Australia. Areas of interest include the
following:

Farm infrastructure

Many structures were built by the Denny family to house and facilitate the processes required for the propagation,
nurturing, harvesting, drying, and distilling of lavender, and also the manufacturing of products for sale. The four
working buildings from this time remaining at 29 Browns Road are located around 50 metres north of the road and 75
metres west of the house at 37 Browns Road. These include a store known as the stock room, a distillery, a drying
room, and a machinery shed. They appear as simple, utilitarian structures, but while there has been fabric lost since
their use for these purposes, they retain some elements which demonstrate their early use and connection to the
sometimes revolutionary processes carried out on the farm. The workshop used for the production of soap, sachets
and other products has been lost.

Stock room - The first building on the approach from the south is the solid brick store with gable roof clad in
corrugated iron which is still largely intact. Items of most interest include some shelving and black printing on the
white painted walls from the stamps used to label packages sent around the world. The structure is largely intact with
the exception of a small section roofing and some cracks in brickwork to the southern side. The doors have been
removed from their hinges, but are retained within the building.

Distillery - Behind the stock room is the timber framed and clad structure of the former distillery and laboratory used
for the production of lavender oils and exploration of new techniques to improve the quality and efficiency of
production. While most of the equipment used has been removed, there is still evidence of the activities which were
carried out in the split level space including circular cut outs in the upper floor which housed the tanks and stills, a
fireplace, workbenches, and a single stainless steel tank. In 2024 the roofing was largely intact, however much of the
weatherboard cladding had been lost and the structure appeared to be at risk of failure due to the lack of bracing.

Drying room - In the centre of the group of buildings and opposite the distillery is the long gable roofed timber
structure formerly used for drying flowers in timber racks and also other processing and packaging activities. The
building retains its timber cladding to the side walls and the light timber framework and intricate pattern of roof
trusses; however the front (southern) and rear walls have been lost.

Machinery shed - To the north-west of the group is a more open timber structure of similar proportions and alignment
and utilising a similar framing structure to the drying room. It appears to be the most recently constructed building

and it continues to house a number of tools and vehicles used in the propagation and harvesting of lavender. Some of
these may have evolved from Tim Denny’s first adaptation which provided the world’s first lavender harvesting machine .

Visitor infrastructure

It was not long after the property had started growing lavender that visitors were encouraged to visit and purchase the
goods prepared on site while enjoying the scenic qualities of the crop and the surrounding landscape. The facilities
provided for customers and sightseers originally included tearooms, paths and gardens, however this infrastructure
has been lost over time, with visitor and sales operations moving to the Nabowla farm by 1973. The gateposts and a
plinth marking the concave form of the visitor entry survive around 120 metres to the west of the remaining
outbuildings. Some remnant vegetation from the gardens also appear to survive in this area.

Squash court

The Dennys also built a private squash court on the property, apparently to entice Tim and Jock back home after their
service in World War Il and reported to be one of the earliest in Tasmania. This is a tall brick building with a sawtooth
roof located to the eastern side of the drying shed, evident from the road due to its height and elevation. Much of the
timber has rotted, but the building retains substantial elements clearly demonstrating its very specific use. The white
walls and red stripe of the playing area are intact, as is the elevated viewing area accessed by timber steps to the
right of the entry on the south side of the building.
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Houses

There was a house on the first property prior to the Dennys purchasing the land from the Lowe family in 1922. A later
house built by the Denny family has also been removed, believed to have been burnt after the death of Keith Denny.

The house and gardens located to the east of the working buildings was developed by the Denny family in the 1930s
and occupied by Tim until his death in 2008. This house along with 3035m2 of land including the roadway was
subdivided from the main property in 1963. Now known as 37 Browns Road, the property left Denny family ownership
in 2011.

While the remaining houses constructed by the family on adjacent properties are part of the Denny legacy, they were
not considered to be integral to the significance of the place at the time of writing and have not been included in the
registration.

History:

The traditional owners of the land in the Lilydale region were the North East nation comprising the Peeberrangner clan
at Pipers River and the Leenethmairrener at Scottsdale (Ryan 2012, p.21). These First Tasmanians traversed and
cared for country for thousands of years before being removed by force following European colonisation in the 19th
century.

Lavender in Van Diemen’s Land

Lavender has played a role in Tasmanian life since early European settlement. The pest repellent properties of
lavender oil were promoted as early as 1823, advising colonists that ten drops were sufficient to keep bugs and fleas
in bedding at bay (Hobart Town Gazette 15 March 1823, p.2). Interest in such products is shown in 1837 when

convict Charles Billing was convicted in Hobart of stealing four bottles of perfume (TAHO, CON3/1/5) and by the 1870s
small quantities of lavender were grown in Sandy Bay (Mercury 17 January 1873, p.2) and the Botanic Gardens in
Hobart (Mercury 7 September 1907, p.7).

World War | changed that. Although war brings suffering, risk and chaos, it occasionally offers opportunity. British
accountant Charles (Keith) Denny was seconded to munitions production in England for the duration of the war. Keith
and his wife Blanche had married in Bridestowe, Devon just prior to the outbreak of hostilities ( Western Times 11 April
1913, p.10). In 1921 the couple, along with their two young sons, made the decision to emigrate to Australia. Many
Britons chose to leave their homeland during this time. Post-war Britain was in decline: high unemployment, a
struggling economy and limited resources. Emigration to Australia was an attractive option; roving agents promoting
the benefits of the mild climate, fresh produce and lifestyle in states such as Tasmania.

Denny family begin lavender farm at Lilydale

The Denny family travelled per Orsova, arriving in Fremantle just before New Years’ Eve in 1921 (Sydney Morning
Herald 30 December 1921, p.9). Keith wasted little time starting his new venture; lavender farming. Having worked in
Britain for FS Cleaver & Sons, a soap and perfume factory, Keith was said to have researched possible locations in
the island state of Australia with similar climate and soil composition to the lavender fields of southern France . Within
weeks of their arrival, he had acquired a Vickers Stellite motor car from a dealer in Hobart (Tasmanian Police Gazette
10 February 1922, p.27). By May that same year, Keith had purchased 92 acres of land at Lilydale outside
Launceston, adjacent to the Third River (LIST, historic deeds). The couple named the farm Bridestowe, after the
village in England where they had married.

Keith, later described as a ‘patriotic, somewhat eccentric and a man of dogged perseverance’ (Ferrall 1993) got to
work immediately. In 1923 he patented a container for toilet powder with authorities in Canada
(www.ancestry.com.au). Meanwhile the first planting of seed at Bridestowe, specifically collected for the project, was
undertaken. While the young plants were being raised ready to be transplanted, work to clear native vegetation,
cultivate the soil and prepare the drainage had begun. The first lavender oil was distilled on the property in 1924 and
the quality of the product proved the venture's logic. A still was said to have been obtained from the Sydney
Technological Museum, with 40Ibs of flowers yielding a tablespoon of oil (ABC Weekly 7 April 1956, p.11). Keith’s
experimental farm had piqued the interest of local newspapers. Press photographs of the property show extensive
rows of lavender, a residence and distillery (Weekly Courier 25 February 1926, p.29). By the close of the decade, a
visiting reporter proclaimed the lavender was not of the ‘ordinary’ garden variety , but a superior French variety given the
seal of approval by eminent perfumiers in Europe ( Examiner 25 March 1927, p.7).

The family continued expanding their planting and facilities and by 1933 they had also erected a nursery, drying room
and tearoom. The property became a popular tourist destination, actively encouraged by the Dennys and was
reported to be ‘attaining world-wide renown’ (Weekly Courier 2 November 1933, p.17). Revenue and marketing were
also aided by the development of a number of lavender-based products, including lavender water, soap, shaving sticks,
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shampoo powders, face cream and talcum powder. These were made on the property and available for visitors to
purchase. A contemporary newspaper report described the property as a ‘the Mecca of most tourists’ (Weekly
Courier 2 November 1933, p.17). By the end of the decade, 60 acres on the property were under lavender production,
although Keith spent considerable time lobbying government authorities on excessive sales tax and customs duties
(Examiner 9 January 1939, p.6).

A growing venture

World War Il impacted the Bridestowe lavender farm on several fronts. Keith and Blanche’s sons John (Jock) and
Edmund (Tim) both served overseas, returning to the farm at the conclusion of hostilities. Jock won the Military Cross
in Africa, and Tim the DFC and Bar for outstanding service in the RAF (The Bulletin 14 May 1947). Due to the
ongoing warfront across Europe lavender oil imports declined. This proved a significant advantage for the company, at
the time the only large-scale lavender grower in Australia. During the war Blanche was an active member of the local
Country Women’s Association branch, raising funds for the war effort and local charities (Mercury 9 May 1940, p.4).

By 1948 the family purchased a second farm near Nabowla, north of the original site (Ferrall 1993).

As well as operating a commercial farming venture, the Denny family cleverly marketed Bridestowe to visitors. It
became a popular visitor attraction, with an emphasis on family values and the evocative location: ‘... but for the
familiar trees of Tasmanian bushland, the lavender fields at the foot of the mountain could easily be imagined to be
on the foot of the Hautes Alpes, where the seed came from so long ago’ (Mercury 27 January 1959). Busloads of
tourists visited the Lilydale farm during peak flowering season, typically December and January. Visitors could view
the distillery, drying room, soap and sewing rooms. Over the counter sales included sachets of dried lavender, soap
and scents. Tourists would then exit via extensive flower gardens near the homestead to the bus waiting at the gates
(Tassell 2000, p.279).

The next generation

In 1956, Blanche, co-founder of the business and wife of Keith, passed away ( TAHO - AD960/1/85 #37177). Her
important role in the successful venture, named after her home village in Britain, has largely slipped from view. Around
this time Keith retired, handing control of the business to his sons. In the late 1960s the Lilydale estate closed to
visitors, with operations moved to the Nabowla site. When Keith Denny died in 1975, Bridestowe was producing 15%
of the world’s supply of lavender oil (Ferrall 1993).

Tim and his wife Joan developed the Nabowla site, opening the second farm to visitors in the late 1970s. Tim was a
skilled and hands-on owner. His obituary noted that following his return from war service he had ‘...propagated new
more productive strains, developed improved husbandry techniques, designed and built the world's first
lavender-harvesting machine and designed steam distillery equipment which improved both the quality and yield of
lavender oil and the productivity of the stills’ (Telegraph 15 March 2008). Tim’s expertise was sought worldwide. The
harvester he invented could crop almost 300kgs of lavender in seven minutes (Australian Women’s Weekly 25 October
1978, p.71).

In 1990 the family sold the business ending an almost seven-decade Denny family connection to lavender farming in
Tasmania. Today the Bridestowe Estate Lavender Farm is a popular tourist attraction at Nabowla, with the original
Lilydale site in private hands.
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Note

1. Lots 1 & 2 represent the registered boundary for "Bridestowe", #10677 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.

2. Lot 1 is the partial parcel of FR 63909/1. Lot 2 is the partial parcel of 167779/1 , the boundary of which is marked
by a heavy black line, details of which can be found in the accompanying datasheet.

3. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless otherwise stated, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be
accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

Point & Boundary Description Lot 1

A. Gatepost, set 4m from road parcel boundary, approx 135m from North Lilydale Rd. A-B. Straight line.
B. Gatepost, approx 4.3m from point A, set 4m from road parcel boundary. B-C. Prolongation of A-B.

C. Intersect of B-C & D-C, approx 12m from point A & 4m from road parcel boundary.

D. Point 90 degree angle from point C on road parcel boundary.

E. Point 90 degree angle from point A on road parcel boundary.

|

Point & Boundary Description Lot 2

A-B. Line 15m north & parallel to the northern face of Drying Shed
B-C. Line 40m east & parallel to the eastern face of Drying Shed

C-D. Line 20m south & parallel to the southern face of the Stock Room
D-A. represents the cadastral boundary

A. Intersection of line A-B with cadastral boundary

B. Intersection of lines A-B & B-C

C. Intersection of lines B-C & C-D

D. Intersection of line C-D with cadastral boundary A B
2 3
Lot 1 6
48 m?
: 4
ABc FR 63909/1 8 4|._7O(;I IZnZ

Locality Plan FR 167779/1
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