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War Memorial Gates with church behind
NRE 2025

Convent (left) and church (right)
NRE 2025

Church (left), bell tower and convent (behind)
NRE 2025

Memorial and grave of Father Noone
NRE 2025
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Church (left) and presbytery
NRE 2025 Presbytery and garage

NRE 2025

St Patrick’s School
NRE 2025

Statement of Significance: 

St Patrick’s Catholic complex demonstrates the evolution of religious practices and the development of the Catholic educational 

system in northern Tasmania throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. This development is representative of the growth of the 

Catholic education system throughout Tasmania, particularly during the early years when the state system was ineffectual , and 

the significant influence of the Catholic Church on education, welfare and religious instruction across the state throughout this 

period. The site demonstrates a complete complex of Catholic Church buildings, designed to meet the needs of a growing 

parish and comfortably accommodate the parishioners, the parish priests, and the sisters who were teaching at the school. St 

Patrick’s Catholic complex has high archaeological potential and the buildings may contain underfloor artefact deposits , while 

the buildings and exterior spaces may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing evidence of 

ecclesiastical and educational uses of the site. Notable architect and builder from north- west Tasmania, William Gadsby 

(1833-1903), designed the presbytery and the convent. Examples of his work can be found in Latrobe, Devonport, Sheffield, 

Ulverstone and Railton.

(non-statutory summary)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

St Patrick’s Catholic complex demonstrates the evolution of religious practices and the development of the Catholic 

educational system in northern Tasmania throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. From the time the parish was 

established in 1863, St Patrick’s grew from humble beginnings into a thriving parish centre and school . Buildings were 

extended to accommodate a growing community. This development is representative of the growth of the Catholic 

education system throughout Tasmania, particularly during the early years when the state system was ineffectual , 

and the significant influence the Catholic Church had on education, welfare and religious instruction across the state 

throughout this period.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.
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b)

No Data Recorded

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

St Patrick’s Catholic complex has the potential to yield information that will contribute to a greater understanding of 

the pattern of development of the site during the late 19th and 20th centuries. St Patrick’s Catholic complex has high 

archaeological potential and the buildings may contain underfloor artefact deposits, while the buildings and exterior 

spaces may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing evidence of ecclesiastical and 

educational uses of the site.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

St Patrick’s, comprising church, presbytery, convent, school, bell tower, war memorial gates, memorial and grave 

demonstrates a complete complex of Catholic Church buildings, designed to meet the needs of a growing parish and 

comfortably accommodate the parishioners, the parish priests, and the sisters who were teaching at the school. The 

interior of the convent is highly intact, demonstrating aspects of convent life.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

William Gadsby (1833–1903) is a notable architect and builder from north- west Tasmania. Examples of his work can 

be found in Latrobe, Devonport, Sheffield, Ulverstone and Railton; residential, commercial, community and several 

churches, including, St David’s Presbyterian Church, Latrobe (THR#3681, Uniting Church), St Paul’s Anglican 

Church, East Devonport (THR#1375), and the Baptist Church, Latrobe (THR#3671).

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

St Patrick’s is located on a corner site, bounded by Gilbert and Bradshaw Streets. A laneway, Noone Street, forms 

the eastern boundary, and St Patrick’s School sits directly north. The area is largely residential, characterised by 

single storey buildings of various styles and eras. The commercial area of Latrobe is directly west of St Patrick’s , on 

Gilbert Street.

Description:

St Patrick’s includes several buildings and features, including the church, bell tower, convent, presbytery, school 

building (1939), memorial and grave of Father Noone, war memorial gates, plantings and landscape.

 

Plantings and landscape

The complex of buildings sits within a fenced yard that features areas of lawn, mature plantings and manicured 
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hedges.

 

1.    War Memorial Gates (WWII)

The main entrance to the church yard is through the war memorial gates on Gilbert Street.  It is a wide central 

vehicular entrance flanked by pedestrian gates.  The gates are formed by four square concrete pillars with stepped 

tops.  The central two pillars have Celtic crosses atop, and inset granite plaques with carved text, ‘1939 to all who 

fought honour to all who died glory and grateful remembrance RIP’, ‘1945 Greater love than this no man hath F.L. 

Hicks, W.E. Holland, Ted McGuire, E.L. Nolan, L.J. West E Sheean’.  On the opposite pillar it reads, ‘To all who 

fought, honour to all who died, glory and grateful remembrance’.  Each gate opening has hinged, decorative wrought 

iron gates.

 

Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean attended St Patrick’s school from 1931 to 1937.  He was posthumously awarded the Victoria 

Cross in 2020.

 

2.    Memorial and grave (1901)

The memorial and grave of Father Noone sits in the church yard, adjacent to the church.  It has a square concrete 

base with low iron fence with white crosses atop.  The memorial sits within the enclosure, a square marble plinth with 

scroll detail, a Celtic cross with a carving of hands, a raised chalice on the long section of the cross, and a Celtic harp 

in the centre of the cross.  Father Noone is buried under the memorial.

 

3.    Church (1871, 2000)

St Patrick’s Church sits back a distance from the Gilbert Street boundary .  The structure is formed by two parts – the 

1871 section has a traditional Gothic form, clad in weatherboards, with a steeply pitched roof, decorative bargeboards 

on the gabled ends with simple crosses at the apex.  There are several stained-glass windows along the nave, and the 

smaller apse at the eastern end has a trefoil stained-glass window with detail of a lamb.  The roof is clad in corrugated 

iron.  A sacristy with external brick fireplace and chimney sits on the north -eastern end of the church; an exterior door 

is accessed via a ramp.

 

The later brick addition to the western end of the church also has Gothic style windows and decorative bargeboard on 

the western gable end, with simple cross at the apex.  Double doors with pointed arch access the vestibule and 

interior of the church.

 

4. Bell tower

The bell tower sits between the western end of the church and the convent.  Constructed from steel, the structure 

tapers towards the top, with cross bracing in four sections.  A large bell hangs at the top under a small enclosure. The 

bell is rung by a rope.

 

5.    Convent and outhouse (1893, 1895)

The convent is a large single-storey polychromatic brick building that sits next to the church.  It has a gabled roof clad 

in corrugated iron with several tall chimneys with corbelled top; there are decorative timber bargeboards and infill to 

the gables.  The convent has a variety of window types, including double hung sash, arched and bay, some with 

arched brick lintels and moulded concrete sills.  The exterior of the building features concrete banding under the eaves 

with decorative moulding, including scrolls and roundels, and contrasting decorative brickwork in the gable ends.  The 

corners have contrasting brick quoins, and many of the window surrounds also have contrasting brick detail.  Internally 

the convent is highly intact.

 

An outhouse sits on the eastern side of the convent.  It is a square brick structure with concrete foundations, a hipped 

roof clad in corrugated iron, a doorway facing the south, and a low hatch at the back.  Internally the structure has a 

flushing toilet.

 

6.    Presbytery (1879, 1926, 1950) and garage

The Presbytery is set back from Gilbert Street close to the Noone Street boundary.  The Presbytery has a gateway 

on Gilbert Street.  The two-storey rendered masonry building has several layers: from its construction in 1879 and 

later renovations due to fire damage in 1926 and 1950.  The exterior of the building is characterised by a hipped roof 

clad with Colourbond, with a low chimney projecting from the ridge.  There are several single storey skillion additions 

to the western, northern and eastern elevations, including the entrance porch on the western side, which has an 

arched entry and arched window with opaque and coloured glass.  The southern elevation has a large bay window on 

the ground floor, decorative sash windows above and a cross detail and small hatch in the apex of the gable.  The rest 

of the building has several various window types and sizes, including sash, casement and fixed.

 

A garage structure clad with corrugated iron is located on the eastern side of the Presbytery , facing Noone Street.

 

7.    School (1939)
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The school building sits directly on the western boundary with Bradshaw Street.  A single storey building with a 

rectangular footprint, constructed from concrete block work with a hipped roof clad in corrugated iron.  A projecting 

entrance porch with raised text ‘St Patrick’ School 1939’ is centrally placed on the southern elevation.  There are 

three Tobin tube ventilators on the ridgeline and three evenly spaced tall brick chimneys .  Recent additions on the 

northern and southern elevations have no heritage significance.

 

Note: This assessment has been prepared in 2025 without access to the property. If access is provided, the 

assessment may be updated to improve accuracy, particularly the interior of the buildings.

History:

Latrobe is located in the land of the North nation.

 

Early Latrobe

The area now known as Latrobe was established as a farming district by European settlers as early as 1836.  During 

the 19th century an abundance of resources in the area provided for industries such as shipbuilding and the export of 

coal, timber and farm produce.  By 1891 Latrobe was Tasmania’s third largest town, with a population of 1568 people 

(Thomas 2005, p.206).

 

Father Noone, a church, and Henry Hunter

Catholics have historically comprised approximately one fifth of Tasmania 's population (Howell 2005, p.67).  The 

institutional history of the Roman Catholic Church in Latrobe began with the arrival of Father James Noone in 1863; 

his territory extended from George Town to Penguin (Southerwood 2010, p.614).  In 1864 Bishop Willson applied to 

the colonial administration for two acres in Latrobe to establish a church, school and cemetery; a further application 

was made in 1865, and a total of five acres were granted to the Archdiocese (Southerwood 2010, p.613).

 

By 1869, Father Noone had raised sufficient funds to build St Patrick’s Church , designed by the architect, Henry 

Hunter.  It was completed in 1871, at which time it was noted that

 

‘The building is of wood, consisting of nave, chancel, sacristy and porch…The style is of Gothic architecture designed 

by H . Hunter Esq. and the plan was carried out by Mr M. Dooley in a most finished and tradesmanlike manner…’ 

(The Tasmanian 25 Nov 1871, p.15).

 

Henry Hunter (1832–1892) was a prominent architect and civil servant in Tasmania, and Queensland.  The design of 

many churches, civic buildings and substantial houses in Tasmania are attributed to Hunter , including All Saint’s 

Church, South Hobart (THR#91), St Peter’s Anglican Church, Fingal (THR#12017), Hobart Town Hall (THR#12139), 

Lawrenny, Ouse (THR#877), Royal Society Building (Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Complex, THR#6648) and 

Macquarie Street State School, South Hobart (THR#3163) (McDonald ADB; Cripps).

 

Noone became known as ‘James the Builder’, as he was responsible for the construction of five churches on the 

North-West Coast, at Latrobe, Railton (1891), Ulverstone (1886), East Devonport, and Forth (1867) (Southerwood 

2010, p.613).  Noone died at Latrobe in 1901; he was buried in the church yard and a memorial constructed over his 

grave (Daily Telegraph 15 Nov 1901, p.3).

 

Various additions and alterations were made to the church during the 20th century. These included the construction of 

a Sister’s chapel in 1905; the addition of several stained glass windows made by Barrenger and Lansdell, Launceston, 

and other articles, including a sanctuary lamp, credence table and tabernacle veil, which were blessed by Father 

Shaw in 1934 (Advocate 18 June 1934 p.4); and an extension constructed on the western side in 1988.  In 2000 the 

church was seriously damaged by fire and rebuilt without the Sisters’ chapel (Southerwood, 2010, p.619).

 

A Presbytery

A two-storey presbytery was built in 1880, fronting 195 Gilbert Street (Southerwood 2010, p.613).  This provided a 

home to Father Noone who led the Latrobe Mission single handedly, until he was joined by a series of priests sent to 

assist him from 1888.  The presbytery was designed by local builder and architect, William Gadsby ( Cornwall 

Chronicle 1 Dec 1879, p.2).  In 1926 the building was slightly damaged by fire, and a second fire in June 1950 resulted 

in considerably more damage.  With the assistance of community fundraising it was renovated, reopening in 1951 

(Advocate 12 June 1950, p.8, 5 Aug 1950 p.14; Examiner 4 June 1951, p.7; Grant).

 

Catholic education, a convent, the Sisters of Mercy, and William Gadsby

From the early days of European settlement Catholics were known for their important welfare work, such as helping 

the poor, the aged and the destitute, however their primary preoccupation was education. The first Catholic schools 

were established in Van Diemen’s Land in the 1820s (Sprod 2005, p.114).  At this time the state system consisted of 

small ineffectual independent schools, whilst families with reasonable means employed tutors and governesses 

(Sprod 2005, p.113).  Several governors supported the establishment of primary schools and by the time of Governor 

Franklin there were nearly 30 state schools, yet most were under Catholic or Anglican supervision.  The Board of 

Education was established in 1838, however, due to limited resources, poorly trained teachers, a sparse rural 
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population and the preference of parents to have their children earning a living, few improvements to the state school 

system were made.  The Education Act of 1885 enabled the first Department of Education to be established, but 

significant improvements did not occur in the state system until the turn of the century.  Many Catholic schools had 

been established across Tasmania by this time, in main towns and rural areas, most of which were under the direction 

and supervision of the Sisters of St Joseph (Sprod 2005, pp.113-115).

 

Catholic education in Latrobe began in 1863, in the building that was used as a church at the time, following the arrival 

of Father Noone (Southerwood 2010, p.614).  In 1887 a new building for the school was opened , employing a Miss 

Harnett as teacher (Daily Telegraph 28 Sept 1887 p.3; The Tasmanian 1 June 1889 p.12).  Laywomen taught in the 

school until the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy from Bendigo, Victoria in 1892, Rev Mother De Sales, Mother Aloysius 

and Sister Mary Agnes (Grant ‘No. 192’; St Patrick’s Catholic School; Southerwood, p. 614; Launceston Examiner 2 

Jan 1893, pp.3, 6). 

 

In the late 19th century, there were 50 students enrolled at the School, with plans to expand numbers to include a 

high school and extend the building, as reported in the Examiner:

 

‘The course of the Latrobe school will now comprise a thoroughly sound and practical education in all its branches, 

special care being given to the languages, sciences, painting…drawing, music (vocal and instrumental, and fancy and 

plain needlework…’ (Launceston Examiner 2 Jan 1893, pp. 3, 6). 

 

Bishop Willson obtained plans for a residence from English architect Augustus Pugin c .1847 which he entrusted to 

the care of Henry Hunter.  Many years later, when a convent was needed in Hobart, Pugin’s plans became the basis 

for that design.  The design of the convent at Latrobe closely matches Hunter’s design (pers. comm. B Andrews, 14 

March 2024).  Pugin is credited with the Gothic revival design of three churches in Tasmania , St Patrick’s, Colebrook 

(THR#5420), St Paul’s, Oatlands (THR#5515) and additions to St John’s, Richmond (THR#1128), adapted from 

models brought out from England by Bishop Willson in 1844 (Andrews 2002, p.125).

 

A convent building was completed in time for the Sisters’ arrival ;

 

‘For the accommodation of the nuns, a pretty residence of eight rooms, with all the necessary conveniences in the 

way of sheds, wash, wood and coal houses, has been erected on ground adjoining the school, costing over 500 

pounds. This has been built of brick, the architect being Mr W Gadsby, and the contractor Mr E Dye…’ (Launceston 

Examiner 2 Jan 1893, pp. 3, 6).  

 

Noone was also involved in the establishment of convent schools in Forth (1889), Ulverstone (1889) and Devonport 

(1891) (Southerwood 2010, p.614).

 

Enrolments increased at St Patrick’s, and by June 1893 Gadsby was calling for tenders to expand the school ( North 

Coast Standard, 20 June 1893, p 2).  Gadsby also called for tenders for additions to St Patrick’s Convent in 1895 (The 

North West Post, 10 Oct 1895, p 3).

 

William Gadsby (1833-1903) was an architect and builder from north-west Tasmania, and a long-time resident of 

Latrobe.  Examples of his work can be found in Latrobe, Devonport, Sheffield, Ulverstone and Railton, residential, 

commercial, community and several churches, including, St David’s Presbyterian Church, Latrobe (THR#3681, Uniting 

Church), St Paul’s Anglican Church, East Devonport (THR#1375), and the Baptist Church, Latrobe (THR#3671).

 

In 1939 a new convent school building was opened at Latrobe, called the Mercy Memorial School, three classrooms, 

built of concrete blocks and using mainly voluntary labour (Southerwood, pp. 614-615).  Following the completion of 

the new building it was intended to convert the old school building into a hall.  It was during this period that the area 

was referred to as ‘Catholic corner’ (Advocate 9 March 1939, p.6).  The Sisters of Mercy continued to staff the School 

until 1971, relinquishing management in 1992 after 100 years (St Patrick’s Catholic School).

 

Comparative analysis:

 

Convents and Catholic Schools

Convents of various orders, often attached to schools, were established across Tasmania from the mid-19th century; 

these include St Joseph’s, Hobart (THR#107, c.1850s), Mt St Canice, Sandy Bay (THR#2634, 1892), St Mary’s 

Convent and School, Franklin (THR#3489, c.1900), St Fursaeus Church and Former Convent, Zeehan (THR#10750, 

c.1891), and St Mary’s Star of the Sea Church and Convent School, Burnie (THR#11910, c.1900s).  There were also 

convents established in Richmond (c.1920s), Westbury (c.1930s) and Deloraine.

 

St James’ Church and College, Cygnet (THR#11949) is a southern equivalent to St Patrick’s, comprising a church, 

convent, presbytery and school.  St Brigid’s Church, Presbytery and Convent at Wynyard (THR#7426) represents a 
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complex of Catholic Church buildings constructed in the early 20th century, however, the adjacent associated school 

is not included in the registered area.  On a much grander scale St Mary’s College, Hobart (THR#3306) was 

established by the Presentation Sisters in 1868 adjoining St Mary’s Cathedral (THR#3307).  St Finn Barr’s School in 

Launceston is a group of buildings, including church and school associated with the Presentation Sisters, although 

they resided at the Margaret Street convent in Launceston rather than on site.

 

War memorial gates

The location and design of the many war memorials across Australia are diverse .  Memorials were generally placed in 

accessible locations at focal points in the daily life of local communities, and in open spaces where crowds could 

easily gather (Ginn).  Boer War and World War I memorials often took the form either of memorial plantings such as 

avenues, or static commemorative obelisks, statues and cenotaphs.  Honour rolls and trophies mounted in public 

facilities such as town halls were also popular.  Following World War II there was a shift towards more utilitarian 

memorials such as parks, swimming pools, libraries, community centres, and the like which provided both a dignified 

memorial and a facility from which all citizens could benefit (Radford).  Memorial gates were popular means of 

commemoration in towns across Tasmania, often associated with churches and community sites, including Franklin 

(THR#10286), Deloraine, Avoca, Margate and Bothwell.  The war memorial gates at North Motton Methodist Church 

were likely removed when the church was relocated c.1990s.
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