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Sydney Lodge from Brisbane St Sydney Lodge, southern elevation
NRE 2025 NRE 2025

Western elevation of Sydney Lodge Southern and eastern elevations of Sydney
NRE 2025 Lodge
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Sydney Lodge ground floor room with unusual
joinery
NRE 2025

Sydney Lodge and gardens. ¢.1911
State Library & Archives of Tasmania

View of Sydney Lodge and outbuildings ¢.1960
State Library & Archives of Tasmania AB713/1/7041
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Visual Aids/Teaching Aids Centre staff in Sydney

Lodge c.1959
State Library and Archives of Tasmania AB713/1/730

Sydney Lodge and Teaching Aids Centre

buildings ¢.1961
State Library & Archives of Tasmania AB713/1/7286
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Sydney Lodge and Teaching Aids Centre
buildings, additions clad with brick
State Library & Archives of Tasmania AB713/1/9837
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Visual Aids/Teaching Aids poster
State Library & Archives of Tasmania AB713/1/1863

Sydney Lodge ¢.1977. Thomas E Burns
Collection
State Library & Archives of Tasmania LPIC1/3/100

Statement of Significance: (non-statutory summary)

Sydney Lodge is one of a small number of surviving mid-19th century substantial residences in central Hobart. It demonstrates
how ‘grand’ urban residences fulfilled various functions and roles in Hobart Town, ranging from a family home, boarding house
and site of the Education Department’s Teaching Aids Centre. The educational resources developed and created on site for
almost four decades were used across Tasmania in both state and independent schools, part of a suite of government initiatives
which earnt Tasmania national recognition as an educational innovator. Sydney Lodge has a high level of integrity,
demonstrating the development of a burgeoning settlement and the aspirations of those who sought influence and to make their
fortune. The site has archaeological potential and may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing
evidence of past domestic, educational and commercial uses of the site.

Why is it significant?:

a)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from
the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

Sydney Lodge demonstrates how ‘grand’ urban residences fulfilled various functions and roles in Hobart Town , ranging
from a family home, boarding house, offices and production space for the Education Department’s Teaching Aids
Centre. The educational resources developed and created on site for almost four decades were used across Tasmania
in both state and independent schools. The Teaching Aids Centre was part of a suite of government initiatives which
earnt Tasmania national recognition as an educational innovator during the early to mid -20th century.
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b)

d)

e)

9)

h)

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Sydney Lodge is one of a small number of surviving mid-19th century substantial residences in central Hobart. It is an
important example of an urban residence from that period which has retained many built features and internal finishes.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

The place has archaeological potential. Sydney Lodge may contain underfloor artefact deposits and exterior spaces
may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing evidence of past domestic, educational and
commercial uses of the place. The location of a demolished ¢.1820s residence in the north-west corner of the site
has archaeological potential concerning early 19th century domestic life and associated material culture, particularly
the foundations and basement.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

Sydney Lodge is a good example of a mid-19th century urban residence built in Georgian style that has fulfilled
several functions, as residence, boarding house, offices and production space for the Education Department’s
Teaching Aids Centre. Sydney Lodge has a high level of integrity, demonstrating the development of a burgeoning
settlement and the aspirations of those who sought influence and to make their fortune.

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.
No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance
of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.
Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines (www.heritage.tas.qov.au) for

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.
Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on
enquiries@heritage.tas.qov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the
place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be
met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage
values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council
not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

Sydney Lodge and former Teaching Aids Centre is located to the north of the central business district of Hobart. The
site is located on the top side of Brisbane Street, on a steep rise that once overlooked the city down to the waterfront;
the view is now obscured by high rise buildings. The densely developed area directly surrounding the place comprises
retail, business, residential and light industrial uses as well as churches. The spire of the nearby Memorial Church
Complex (THR#11970) sits prominently in the streetscape, and the Christian Science Church at 67 Brisbane Street
sits directly adjacent to the Brisbane Street frontage of the property.

Description:

The property is occupied by various elements, including former residence Sydney Lodge, surrounding open car park
area, ¢.1960s-1970s Teaching Aids Centre buildings (not part of this registration), and sandstone wall.

Sydney Lodge (c.1850s)
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The building known as Sydney Lodge is a two-storey Georgian style residence of painted masonry construction. The
southern elevation is the most intact. It presents as a simple composition of three bays with French windows to the
ground floor and double hung sash windows to the upper floor.

A late 20th century enclosed brick entry porch on the ground floor of western fagade is of no heritage significance. A
fire escape staircase added to the eastern elevation is of no heritage significance, and a substantial single-storey
brick addition on the northern elevation, containing bathrooms and kitchen, is of no heritage significance.

The main entrance is located on the western elevation. The entrance features an ornate doorcase, including quarter
lonic columns with semi-circular fanlight above. Internally the original room layout remains, and original joinery,
including skirtings, architraves, staircase, panelled doors, some mantlepieces and built-in bookcases on the upper
level. The ground floor room on the north-east corner features an unusual large timber door and window surround with
plain column detail, flanking a central doorway. The entrance hall and some rooms have decorative plaster cornicing.

Surrounding area
Bitumen carpark. The remainder of the site is sealed with asphalt and used as car parking. There is a small amount
of vegetation to the rear (western corner) boundary.

Sandstone Wall
A section of sandstone wall is located in the north-west corner of the property, along the boundary with 36-38 Patrick
Street, formerly part of the Ingomar estate (THR#2566).

Archaeological Potential
The site has archaeological potential relating to Sydney Lodge and the location of a demolished ¢.1820s residence
(north-west corner of the site), particularly the foundations and basement.

There is potential for subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing evidence of past domestic,
educational and commercial uses of the place.

Archaeological Zoning Plan and table are outlined in Praxis Environment. ‘Historic Heritage and Archaeological
Management Strategy, 57-65 Brisbane Street Hobart Tasmania’, unpublished report, January 2025. pp.102-6.

Visual Aids and Science Equipment Centre (c.1960s-1970s) (Teaching Aids Centre)
The late 20th century buildings that functioned as the Visual Aids and Science Equipment Centre, also known as the
Teaching Aids Centre, are located in the north-west area of the site.

These buildings do not form part of the registration.

History:

Hobart sits within the country of the Muwinina people.

John Hiddlestone and Jane Hiddlestone

Sydney Lodge is located on a parcel of land measuring 1 rood and 21 perches, officially granted to John Hiddlestone
in 1853 (LTO Con27/70). Hiddlestone arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1822 per the Heroine (Hobart Town Gazette
and Van Diemen’s Land Advertiser 14 Sept 1822, p.2). In partnership he established Chapman & Hiddlestone,
carpenters, plumbers, painters and glaziers (Hobart Town Gazette and Van Diemen’s Land Advertiser 21 Sept 1822,
p.1; 27 Feb 1824, p.4; Hobart Town Gazette 4 March 1826, p.1). By 1837 Hiddlestone occupied a residence on
Brisbane Street (Colonial Times 28 Feb 1837, p.3). Sprent’s Map (c.1840) shows the outline of a masonry building
and timber outbuilding close to the Brisbane Street boundary. The exact date of construction for Sydney Lodge is
unknown, however, the Valuation Roll records that Hiddlestone owned three houses on Brisbane Street in 1853. It
was also noted that he was occupying one of the houses that was valued higher than the others, indicating that the
residence (Sydney Lodge) was constructed by the early 1850s ( The Hobart Town Gazette 28 March 1853, p.227).

John Hiddlestone died at his residence in Brisbane Street in 1859 ( Hobart Town Daily Mercury, 2 June 1859, p.2;
TAHO, RGD35/1/6 #1543). His wife, Jane Hiddlestone, took over ownership of the three Brisbane Street houses,
occupying one and renting out the other two, until her death in October 1861 ( The Hobart Town Gazette 10 February
1860, p.231; Mercury 9 Aug 1865, p.1). The properties were then put up for sale ( The Hobart Town Advertiser 17 Oct
1861, p.2).

The auction notice states, 'LOT 1 will comprise a well-built two-storey brick dwelling, with a neat and convenient
cottage adjoining, together with coach house, stables, garden, yards, and drying ground, the whole having a frontage
on Brisbane Street of 63ft or thereabouts... LOT 2 that substantial, well-finished family residence, with numerous
outbuildings and every convenience for a respectable family, beautifully situated in the centre of a large and productive
garden, and commanding a delightful view of the harbour and river' (Mercury 13 February 1862, p.4).
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James Ebenezer Salier (1819-1894)

James Ebenezer Salier, merchant, purchased Lot 1 and Lot 2 in 1868 and occupied the larger residence and garden,
leasing out the other houses (LTO Con5/5524). Salier arrived in Hobart in 1839, his brother George arrived the
following year. Together they opened a store, The Gold Mine Drapery in Elizabeth Street; their brothers William

George (1812-1899) and John Jabez (1821-1884) arrived in Hobart at a later date (Bolger). During Salier’s occupation
the property was named Sydney Lodge. Brother, George Salier lived nearby at Melbourne Lodge, located on the
corner of Elizabeth and Warwick Streets (THR#2325). By the 1880s James Salier owned 12 rental properties on
Brisbane Street (The Hobart Gazette 1881, p.773; 1890, p.63), including the whole of the adjacent property,

measuring one rood 36 perches granted to William Foord, which comprised ‘verandah cottage’ and terraces fronting
onto Brisbane Street (LTO Con5/9170).

At the time of Salier’s death at Sydney Lodge in 1893, he was considered 'one of Hobart's foremost and best citizens'
(Tasmanian News 8 Feb 1893, p.1; Tasmanian Archives RGD35/1/14 #1252). An auction notice from 1895 describes;

'that charming family residence, Sydney Lodge, known for many years as the residence of Mr JE Salier. The house is
built of brick, and contains large drawing room, dining room, smoking room, study, four bedrooms, kitchen, pantry and
outside kitchen, conservatory etc. The grounds are extensive and tastefully laid out, and although the property is
situated in the heart of the city, it has all the seclusion and retirement of a country residence' ( Mercury, 16 January
1895, p.4).

Tasmanian Archives hold booklets from the estate of James Salier, including details of household furniture and effects
(Tasmanian Archives NS1885/1/69).

Caleb Pryor/Prior Tapping (1838—1904)

In 1902 Caleb Tapping, Hotel Keeper and licensee of the Freemason’s Hotel on Harrington Street, purchased one rood
and 21 perches (a different formation from the original 1 rood and 21 perches granted to Hiddlestone) from the
Trustees of JE Salier’'s Estate. This included Sydney Lodge, the surrounding land, an access way from Brisbane
Street, and in a separate transaction, the parcel directly in front of Sydney Lodge (LTO CT126/137; Tasmanian
Archives RGD37/1/31 No.197; Mercury 1 Sept 1875, p.1; LTO CT132/165). Tapping lived at Sydney Lodge until his
death in 1904 (Tasmanian News 11 June 1904 p.1). Sydney Lodge remained under the ownership of Tapping’s Estate
until the 1930s ( Tasmanian Government Gazette 1931 p.799).

A boarding house

During the early 20th century Sydney Lodge functioned as a boarding house; an advertisement c. 1911 shows an
established garden and outbuildings behind. A later advertisement in the Advocate described the Sydney Lodge
Guest House at 57 Brisbane Street as being ‘five doors from Elizabeth Street, and near the trams, trains and boats.
There is an excellent view, with nice grounds and modern comforts... ' (Advocate 18 November 1932 p.5).

In 1918 Annie Maude Abbott of Sandy Bay purchased a large parcel of land measuring 1 rood, 4 %2 perches, including
the land directly in front of Sydney Lodge, and the adjacent northern parcel (LTO CT262/93). Following Abbott’s death
in 1947 the Public Trustee sold the parcel (1 rood, 4 2 perches) fronting Brisbane Street to Replacement Parts
Tasmania Proprietary Limited in 1951 (LTO CT713/11). In 1953 the alignment of the driveway to Sydney Lodge was
slightly adjusted (LTO CT741/40). An aerial photograph from 1957 shows a large sawtooth roofed building had been
constructed on the parcel in front of Sydney Lodge (LTO 1957).

Education Department

By 1958 a large parcel of land measuring one acre and 9 perches, including the truncated Sydney Lodge parcel
(Hiddlestone’s grant), the whole of William Foord’s grant (1 rood and 36 perches) and the back section of George
Hunt's grant (originally a two rood 18 perch parcel adjacent to Foord’s grant), had been consolidated by the Education
Department (LTO CT897/14, CT741/40; Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966).

The first reference to Hunt’s grant is from October 1835 when Archibald Macarthur sold a property that matches the
size of the grant shown on Sprent’s map. Macarthur arrived in Hobart Town in 1822 and held the first Presbyterian
service in Hobart; he is closely associated with the construction of the Presbyterian churches on Bathurst Street
(THR#6638). Macarthur sold the property to George Hunt, a Hobart merchant, in 1829. The description of the land
states that it included a ‘Stone Messuage or Tenement and all and singular other the erections and buildings now
standing...And All other houses outhouses gardens yards fences ways rights members easements privileges
appendants and appurtenances to the same premises belonging’ (LTO Con 1/5517). The c.1820s residence located
at the back section of Hunt's grant was demolished by the early 20th century, and the area was converted to garden
attached to the adjacent property fronting onto Patrick Street prior to being purchased by the government (Praxis
2025, pp. 19, 33-7).

Report Date: Tuesday, August 25, 2026 Page 6 of 9



The Education Department intended to construct a new Domestic Arts School on the consolidated site, so the
building on the corner of Bathurst and Murray Streets could be vacated to build a new State Library ( Tasmanian
Archives ED183/1/2966; THR#7485). The conjoined residences fronting onto Brisbane Street (Foord’s grant) were
demolished shortly after (Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966; Mercury 21 Dec 1957, 29 March 1958). Sydney Lodge
was occupied by Mrs AC Preddy at the time of transfer, an old age pensioner with substantial rent arrears — the
Housing Department relocated her to a dilapidated house at 2 Letitia Street ( Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966).

Visual Aids Centre and Science/Scientific Equipment Centre (Teaching Aids Centre)

The Domestic Arts School did not relocate to Sydney Lodge, because in 1959 the Education Department was seeking
new accommodation for the Visual Aids Centre and Science Equipment Centre. The Visual Aids Centre was
established in 1937 to develop teaching materials (print and non-print) and equipment for Tasmanian schools and
colleges and to distribute them (Tasmanian Archives TL.P371.33 TAS). It employed draftsmen, artists, photographers,
printers and other specialists. The Scientific Equipment Centre fulfilled a similar role for the Education Department,
manufacturing and distributing scientific apparatus to Tasmanian schools and colleges .

The creation of the Visual Aids Centre and Science Equipment Centre was part of wider innovation in the Education
Department in Tasmania during the early to mid-20th century. A series of Directors of Education (WL Neale, WT
McCoy and GV Brooks) initiated ongoing revitalisation of public education in Tasmania following the principals of the
‘New Education’ movement, which modernised the curriculum, established high schools, improved recruitment and
training of teachers, and upgraded school facilities and the provision of teaching resources. Tasmania was nationally
recognised as an educational innovator.

Visual Education in Tasmanian schools

Across Australia during the 1930s visual education was an emerging topic and technology for teaching. In 1938
‘visual education’ was introduced into Education Department schools in Tasmania. Senior School Inspector, Mr
Fletcher, visited Adelaide to enquire into the South Australian Education Department’s system of Visual Education in
1937. His report to the Minister for Education included the following recommendations;

‘That for the provision of Visual Education in Tasmania, the Hon. Minister for Education be asked to make available
1000 pounds to initiate the scheme. That half this amount, 500 pounds, be expended on the establishment of a
Departmental Film Library to be housed at the Head Office...That 500 pounds be expended on the purchase of
projectors by the Education Department...That a Visual Education Committee be set up by the Department for the
purpose of advising teachers on the use of films and other cognate matters... That immediate steps be taken to join
with other Australian States in securing the ads of the Commonwealth in the matter of visual education .’

A Visual Education Committee was formed, and a film library was established concerning a variety of subjects,
including health, industry, geography, physiography, nature and mechanics, and were purchased from a range of
sources, including foreign consulates and Australian businesses. Lists of purchased films were regularly published in
the Education Department journal, ‘Record’, and were hired to State Schools at a nominal charge. The organisation
assisted schools to purchase projectors and also sold/loaned teaching aid equipment and provided technical advice to
non-government schools (Tasmanian Archives AF866/1/3, AB848/1/33). In addition to these services the Tasmanian
Government Film Unit was established in 1948, renamed the Department of Film Production in 1960; the organisation
produced documentary films and other photographic material to promote the interests of Tasmania and was also
located on Brisbane Street. The Department of Film Production concluded in 1977, the same year that the
Tasmanian Film Corporation was established, which produced, distributed, sold and exhibited films and photographs;
it ceased operating in 1982 (Tasmanian Archives TA997, TA178, TA179).

Relocation to Brisbane Street

Initially the Film Library and staff were housed in Education Department buildings, however the Visual Aids Branch (as
it became known) relocated to the Lewis Building at 73 Murray Street in September 1948 ( Tasmanian Archives
AF866/1/3). The organisation, with a broader remit as the Visual Aids and the Scientific Equipment Centre, moved to
the Sydney Lodge site by the early 1960s (Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966). In 1960 the outbuildings at Sydney
Lodge were demolished, and the wider site cleared (see images in series Tasmanian Archives AB713/1). A narrow
parcel of land (3 6/10 perches) on the south-western boundary was compulsorily acquired in late 1959 ( Tasmanian
Archives ED183/1/2966). In 1962 negotiations led to the exchange of a small parcel of land directly behind
Replacement Parts (Repco), owned by the Education Department, for an almost identical size parcel of land directly
behind Sydney Lodge, owned by Repco (Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966). The area surrounding Sydney Lodge
was used as a car park for employees, retaining some plantings. The Education Department also occupied and had
offices in nearby Westella (THR#109).

Shortly after acquiring and clearing the site an agreement was reached with Hobart City Council that allowed the

Education Department to construct temporary prefabricated ‘Cyclone’ buildings in the north -western corner of the
property. These structures were to house purpose-built spaces for the several specialisations of the Visual Aids
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Centre and Scientific Equipment Centre, including drafting, printing, darkrooms, glass blowing, film library, and various
workshops. The Art Department occupied the upper level of Sydney Lodge, and other spaces in the building were
used as offices. To comply with Building Regulations tenders were called for the construction of a brick veneer skin
around the Centre buildings in 1963. A new store was constructed adjacent to the existing Visual Aids and Science
Equipment Centre buildings in the early 1970s; the building had been designed in the 1960s but not built for another
decade (Tasmanian Archives ED183/1/2966). At some stage a partially enclosed bus garage was constructed behind
Sydney Lodge for the media bus, and at a later stage a kitchen and bathroom addition replaced the bus shed
(Tasmanian Archives 371.3305). By 1970s the facility was referred to as the Teaching Aids Centre. Plans for a new
building fronting Brisbane Street dated May 1970 were not pursued ( Tasmanian Archives PWD266/4/1106, Cards
110066-110072). In 1977 the Education Department renovated Sydney Lodge, documented by a series of
photographs held by the Tasmanian Archives (Tasmanian Archives NS3373/1/395-408). By the late 1970s the
Education Department established the Tasmanian Media Centre at 252 Argyle Street. The Centre employed over 60
staff for their expertise in educational media, printed material, film, television and recording (Tasmanian Archives
TL.P371.33 TAS).

The Tasmanian Archives holds a significant collection of photographs and materials (film and print) produced and
distributed by the Teaching Aids Centre at Brisbane Street.

The Education Department continued to own the buildings on Brisbane Street until 1991, when Sydney Lodge was
sold by the Crown into private ownership (LTO CT4741/3). In 2026 the area surrounding Sydney Lodge remains an
open car park, with plans for a multi-storey residential and commercial development fronting Brisbane Street.

Comparative Analysis:
There are a small number of other surviving urban residences in Tasmania dating from the early to mid -19th century.

Ingle Hall (THR#12126) is credited with being the oldest surviving residence in Hobart. Until recently the origins of
Ingle Hall were credited to John Ingle, merchant and shipowner, as its name suggests ( Young, 2011; The Mercury 19
Jan 1935 p.16). However, more recent sources attribute the construction of the building to Edward Lord and his wife
Maria Lord (nee Riseley), a former convict (Alexander 2015). Maria and Edward have been described as Hobart
Towns’ power couple of the day, the wealthiest citizens of the colony, who owned extensive properties with large
quantities of livestock, cargo brigs and retail enterprises, effectively controlling Van Diemen’s Land meat, wheat and
rum trades. Alexander states that it is likely that the Lords either lived or had their shop on the Ingle Hall site before
Lord left Hobart in 1811. It is likely that Edward Lord had the house built when he returned to Hobart in 1814. Ingle
Hall demonstrates how early ‘grand’ urban residences fulfilled various functions and roles in early Hobart Town .
Surviving several proposals for demolition, Ingle Hall has served various functions, including residence, warehouse and
shop, inn, school, Temperance inn and coffee palace, children’s library, film and music library, offices and museum.

Macquarie House (THR#2440). There is speculation concerning the construction date of Macquarie House, then
known as Birch’s House, a three-storey brick residence on Macquarie Street. It has been generally accepted that
Birch’s House was constructed ¢.1815, however, in evidence to the Bigge Commission in 1820 Birch claimed that his
was the first brick house in Hobart Town. If this claim is true then it would pre-date Ingle Hall (Scripps in Corney 2005,
p.49). Birch’s House is recalled as the grandest residence in Hobart Town, having entertained Lieutenant Governors
and respectable inhabitants of Hobart Town. Following Birch’s death, the house was leased out, as a hotel, boarding
house and various schools. Significant alterations were made to the building in the early 20th century, including the
construction of a service station and building in Victoria Street on the site of the former stable yard ; demolition of a
single storey structure on the corner of Macquarie and Victoria Streets to construct a two -storey brick building,
Marengo, in 1925; and extensive additions to the Macquarie Street elevation, designed by Hobart architect A Lauriston
Crisp, that largely obscured the main fagade in 1933. Much of the building survives within the early 20th century
addition and it is acknowledged as a significant building from the early 19th century.

Westella (THR#109), nearby in Elizabeth Street, was built by merchant and philanthropist, Henry Hopkins between
1833 and 1835, a much grander three-storey residence reflecting the wealth that Hopkins accumulated in Van
Diemen’s Land. Similar to Sydney Lodge, Westella was converted to a boarding house and private family hotel,
following Hopkin’s death. During the 20th century Westella was used as a Girls High School, and hostel for female
war workers leased by the Government and operated by the Country Women'’s Association. The Government
purchased Westella by ¢.1960s was occupied by the Education Department. In the 1990s Westella was sold into
private ownership and converted to commercial offices (Vincent 1997). Like Sydney Lodge the former surrounding
garden is used as a car park.
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'Sydney Lodge'.

Note

1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for "Sydney Lodge & former Teaching Aids Centre", #12135 on the

. Lot 1 is the partial parcel of FR 174045/1, the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line, and described below.

. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless otherwise stated, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be
accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

4. For the purpose of S15(4)(b) of the Historic Cultural Act 1995, this plan replaces the previous registration THR 2182
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