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Conjoined town houses, southern elevation
NRE 2025

Conjoined town houses, eastern elevation 

showing addition and outbuilding/cottage
NRE 2025

Conjoined town houses, western elevation
NRE 2025

Outbuilding/cottage, western elevation
NRE 2025

White marble mantle and coving in front room of 

eastern town house
NRE 2025
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Front’ room of western town house
NRE 2025

View of Liverpool St c.1890, detail
Tasmanian Archives PH30/1/5608

View towards Hobart train station and back of 

9-11 Liverpool  St c.1950s
Tasmanian Archives AA375/1/216

View of Liverpool St 1960s showing demolition of 

adjacent buildings
Tasmanian Archives AA116/1/3

Statement of Significance: 

The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage are representative of the gradual development of the colony through the 

allocation of land grants and the construction of more permanent and decorative premises and residences. The conjoined town 

houses are a good representative example of early 19th century conjoined housing and associated outbuildings and are one of 

a small number of surviving early 19th century buildings in Hobart. The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage have 

high archaeological potential. The buildings may contain underfloor artefact deposits, while the building and exterior spaces 

may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing evidence of past domestic and commercial uses of the 

site.

(non-statutory summary)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage are representative of the gradual development of the colony 

through the allocation of land grants and the construction of premises and residences. The conjoined town houses 

demonstrate the ability of early colonists to create positions of influence in early Van Diemen’s Land through their 

employment within the colonial government. The building also demonstrates increasing wealth and optimism in the 

colony during the 1830s through the construction of more permanent and decorative buildings.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage are one of a small number of surviving early 19th century buildings 

in Hobart. Dating from c.1833 the place is an important example of an early 19th century urban residence that has 

retained many built features and internal finishes.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.
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c)

The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage are good examples of early conjoined urban residences dating 

from the early 19th century and have the potential to yield information that will contribute to a greater understanding of 

the pattern of development of early Hobart Town during that period . The conjoined town houses and 

outbuilding/cottage have high archaeological potential and the buildings may contain underfloor artefact deposits, 

while the building and exterior spaces may contain subsurface archaeological features and deposits providing 

evidence of past domestic and commercial uses of the site.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

The conjoined town houses are a good representative example of early 19th century conjoined housing and 

associated outbuilding. Internally the town houses retain much of their spatial arrangement and detail, externally the 

town houses and outbuilding/cottage have a high level of integrity.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

No Data Recorded

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

The conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage are located within the University of Tasmania’s Menzies Medical 

Research Institute precinct on the eastern fringe of Hobart’s CBD. Formerly known as 9 and 11 Liverpool Street, the 

conjoined town houses now form part of the larger property known as 15-17 Liverpool Street. They occupy the eastern 

corner of the property, directly adjacent to the Brooker Highway and the Railway Roundabout. Hollydene (THR#2192) 

is located to the western corner of the property and the bold contemporary building forms of the Menzies precinct fill 

the remainder. Menzies 1 (2010) and Menzies 2 (2014) sit prominently behind the conjoined town houses, wrapping 

around them on the northern and western sides.

Description:

Town houses (c.1834, c.1980 addition)

Originally built as two conjoined town houses with Regency style features, the building is set back approximately two 

metres from the boundary with Liverpool Street. The southern and eastern elevations are surrounded by low manicured 

shrubbery and plantings. The building is a two-storey brick structure with a rendered finish. It has a symmetrical 

façade featuring coupled pilasters that divide the building into two bays, with timber framed sash windows and stone 

sills. The building has a hipped roof clad in galvanised iron and chimney located centrally in the ridge of the 

south-eastern roof form. An unusual feature of the place is that while the principal façade on Liverpool Street appears 

as a single residence, main entrances to the two houses are located to the side elevations. Each entrance has a 
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transom light above a solid timber door. The entrance to what was previously 11 Liverpool Street (western side) has 

quarter column detail that frames the doorway. A two-storey addition to the back of the building (northern elevation) 

was added c.1980 and mimics the detail of the c.1834 building, however the painted block work marks it as an 

addition. Each town house has a doorway on the northern elevation that opens onto a small, paved courtyard and 

driveway to the adjacent carpark within the Menzies precinct.

 

Internally the town houses have been modified to connect on the upper level, however, they retain many features, 

which slightly differ between the two. Despite late 20th century alterations to internal spaces the original layout can 

still be read. Each of the main entrances open into a narrow vestibule area with staircases directly ahead.

 

The eastern side of the building (formerly 9 Liverpool Street) retains original joinery - principal and internal doors, 

architraves, sash windows, skirtings, stairs and mantlepiece. Windows and doorways have a simple architrave detail, 

different to the adjacent town house. There is a plaster archway at the entrance to the stairs. The ‘front’ ground floor 

room features finer detailing, including a white marble mantlepiece and plaster coving; the front room on the upper floor 

has a timber mantlepiece with simple Gothic detail. The ‘front’ rooms of the eastern side have been truncated to 

incorporate kitchen and bathroom facilities. There are shelving nooks in the front and back rooms upstairs, which sit 

above the staircase.

 

The western side of the building (formerly 11 Liverpool Street) also retains original joinery, including principal and 

internal doors, architraves, wide skirtings, sash windows and timber mantlepiece in front upstairs room. The front 

rooms, upstairs and downstairs, have more elaborate plaster coving. The ‘front’ ground floor room features a black 

marble mantlepiece flanked by Cedar cabinets with lower cupboards and glass display cases with Gothic detail 

above. 

 

Outbuilding/cottage (c.1834 with c.1860-1880 alterations)

A small single-storey brick building sits directly behind the building formerly 9 Liverpool Street; there is a narrow open 

walkway between the outbuilding/cottage and the town house. The building is constructed from brickwork that has 

been painted and shows signs of deterioration; there are sections of render on the north-eastern corner. It has a 

gabled roof clad with corrugated galvanised iron. A small open cross detail sits in the gable of the southern elevation , 

a circular detail in the gable of the northern elevation. A doorway with brick lintel on the southern elevation has been 

converted to a window. The south-western corner of the building is chamfered – this detail is shown on the 1897 

drainage plan (Scripps 2006). The western elevation has a central doorway flanked by two small window openings with 

slightly curved brick lintels, added c.1860-1880 (Corney, 2012). The eastern elevation is a blank wall with banding two 

thirds up the wall where a structure from the adjoining property was located (demolished c.1960s). There is a small 

addition with skillion roof to the northern elevation. Internally the building is one room with a centrally placed arched 

fireplace on the eastern wall, however there is no chimney. The lower section of the walls has a painted brick finish, 

and the upper section a smooth render finish.  A circular vent with plaster moulding sits in the centre of the ceiling .

 

Archaeology

The wider Menzies site underwent archaeological investigation in 2006. The report notes that no investigations were 

conducted within the conjoined town house nor outbuilding/cottage, but several features were excavated  from the yard 

behind adjacent to the northern boundary, including three privies, one predating the subdivision of the property in 1833, 

and two others installed after the subdivision; a yard wall separating the subdivisions; and a boundary wall (Godden 

Mackay Logan 2012, p.18, 20). These identified features sit outside the registered area.

History:

The town houses and outbuilding/cottage sit within the country of the Muwinina people.

 

NOTE – this history is largely taken from Scripps, L. ‘9-11 Liverpool Street, Hobart. Historical overview’, 

unpublished report, July 2006.

 

The allotment on which the conjoined town houses stand was ‘located to’ Joseph Hutson , a stonemason, in 1829 

(Scripps 2006). In the following year Hutson sold the allotment to the Deputy Assistant Commissary General , Joseph 

Steere Brown, for 75 pounds ‘together with all the buildings and erection thereon’ (LTO Con 1/739). After a year of 

owning the property Brown sold it to John Boyes (or Boys), merchant, for 110 pounds (LTO Con 1/1263). In 1833 

Boyes subdivided the property, selling half (9 Liverpool Street) to John Anderson Brown, builder, for 60 pounds (LTO 

Con 1/2136). Boyes sold the other half (11 Liverpool Street) to John Aldridge, a mariner, for 60 pounds (LTO Con 

1/2137).

 

Brown arrived in Hobart Town as a free immigrant in 1827 per the Oriela. Soon after his arrival he was appointed 

Superintendent of Carpenters in the Colonial Engineers Department. In 1828 Brown was granted an allotment on Old 

Wharf where he submitted plans to construct a shop and dwelling (LTO Con 1/4133 Con 1/1283; Tasmanian Archives 

LSD 23/1 Brown to Surveyor General 11 Oct 1828; Scripps 2006).

 

In 1835 Brown conveyed 9 Liverpool Street to Anthony Williams, a farmer of New Norfolk, for 400 pounds. The 
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conveyance document records that there was a ‘two storey brick messuage or tenement and dwelling house thereon 

erected and built’ (LTO Con 1/4440). The sharp increase in price since 1833 suggests that whatever buildings were on 

the site initially were replaced by the present conjoined structure between 1833 and 1835. Scripps suggests that the 

building of the new house may have been undertaken by John Anderson Brown , a builder by trade, and it appears 

likely that he entered into an agreement with John Aldridge to construct both town houses . No architect has been 

discovered, however, Brown may have worked from a contemporary pattern book (Scripps 2006).

 

John Aldridge purchased 9 Liverpool Street from Anthony Williams’ estate in 1842 for 415 pounds. Aldridge now 

owned both 9 and 11 Liverpool Street (LTO Con 2/5602). Census documents indicate that Aldridge and his wide Ann 

lived at 11 Liverpool Street with a young girl and two male servants (Tasmanian Archives CEN1/1/54 p.17). At this time 

9 Liverpool Street was rented to Henry Ashton, Deputy Assistant Commissary General, were he lived with his family 

and two servants (Tasmanian Archives CEN1/1/54 p.19).

 

Aldridge arrived in Hobart Town from New South Wales in 1824 on the Woodlark. He was living at Coal River Bridge 

when he married Ann Elizabeth Rumney, daughter of a local landowner. By 1832 Aldridge had been appointed a pilot 

of the River Derwent, a position he held until 1847. He was also a member of Aldridge & Co. Shipowners (Scripps 

2006).

 

Following John Aldridge’s death in 1855 while on a voyage to England, Ann Aldridge returned to live at 11 Liverpool 

Street. John left the property to his father-in-law, William Rumney, together with William Dossetor and Charles 

Harbottle as trustees charged with paying annuities to Ann and his brother Thomas Aldridge . Ann remained at 11 

Liverpool Street until her death in 1873 (Tasmanian Archives AD960/1/3 Will No. 641; AD960/1/8 Will No.400). 

Aldridge’s trustees sold 9 Liverpool Street to Arthur Rumney, Ann’s brother and gentleman, for 490 pounds in late 

1873 (LTO Con 5/9777). 11 Liverpool Street was sold to the notable solicitor, politician and Premier of Tasmania, 

Henry Dobson (LTO Con 6/24).

 

For several years Arthur Rumney lived at 9 Liverpool Street, then known as Alton Lodge, and William Rumney rented 

11 Liverpool Street; their widows inhabited the properties until the 1890s, when they were let to tenants. 9 Liverpool 

Street remained in the Rumney family until 1911 when it was managed by Perpetual Trustees before being sold to 

Donald Sinclar Hughes, a railway clerk, in 1920. Hobart’s railway station had been established a short distance from 

the property c.1871 and Hughes continued to live at 9 Liverpool Street until the 1960s (Scripps 2006).

 

Dobson sold 11 Liverpool Street to Michael Selary, a farmer from Brighton, in 1907. 11 Liverpool Street was rented 

until it was sold to Donald Sinclair Hughes in 1934 from the estate of Mary Ann Hughes. The sale notice states ‘Lot 6 

– Situate No.11 Liverpool St., a well-built brick dwelling, containing 8 rooms, stone garage, side entrance, garden area 

etc.’ (Mercury 18 Sept 1934 p.12).

 

Although it is not mentioned in the auction notice or shown on Sprent’s map there were substantial outbuildings 

associated with the conjoined town houses. Photographic evidence as early as 1870s and 1890s, and drainage plans 

from 1897 show several outbuildings behind the main structure (Scripps 2006; Tasmanian Archives PH30/1/5608). It is 

thought that the remaining outbuilding is as old as the c.1834 town houses, and was converted to a cottage sometime 

between 1860-1880 (Scripps 2006; Corney 2012). The other outbuildings were demolished by 1980 ( Tasmanian 

Archives AG174/1/12).

 

During the 1960s the adjacent houses at 1 to 7 Liverpool Street were demolished to construct the Brooker Avenue and 

the Railway Roundabout. For several years there was a large TAA (Trans Australia Airlines) billboard attached to the 

roof of 9 Liverpool Street, taking advantage of the new prominence of the town houses; the TAA offices were located 

directly opposite at 2-10 Liverpool Street. The town houses were used for several commercial purposes, including the 

Hobart office of the Advocate newspaper; during that period the building was known as ‘Advocate House’.

 

A two-storey extension designed by Alex Kostromin Architects was added to the northern elevation of the buildings in 

1979/1980, replacing single-storey structures behind each town house ( Tasmanian Archives AE417/7/90). The 

property was subdivided into two parcels in 1980 (Tasmanian Archives AG174/1/12). Alex Kostromin Architects owned 

the buildings, and their architectural offices were based at 11 Liverpool Street. The town houses were advertised for a 

mortgagee auction in August 1983, described as two double storey office suites (Mercury 8 August 1983). The 

property, including 13 Liverpool Street, was advertised for auction again in late 1990 ( Mercury 31 August 1990).

 

In c.2006 the University of Tasmania purchased the site and adjacent properties on Campbell and Liverpool Streets as 

part of a wider plan to construct a medical sciences precinct. The staged project resulted in the construction of 

Menzies 1 in 2010, and Menzies 2 in 2014; the conjoined town houses and outbuilding/cottage, and Hollydene 

(THR#2192), on Campbell Street underwent renovations as part of this project.
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Comparative Analysis:

Conjoined or terrace houses are found throughout Australian capital cities established in the 19th century, including 

Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart. It is a distinctive housing type mainly built between the 1850s and the 1890s ( Tibbits 

& Goad 2012, p695). Predominantly located in more densely populated areas, there are pockets of conjoined or 

terrace housing in both Hobart and Launceston. The conjoined town houses in Liverpool Street are an early example 

of conjoined housing in Hobart and display more architecturally refined detail through the use of coupled pilasters.

 

Single and double-storey brick conjoined workers housing dating from the mid to late 19th century is more common in 

Hobart than substantial conjoined town houses dating from the early to mid-19th century. Conjoined brick workers 

housing is common in areas such as South Hobart and North Hobart.  Conjoined weatherboard dwellings are 

characteristic of areas such as the Glebe, dating from the late 19th century when the Glebe was subdivided and 

housing constructed. Conjoined Townhouse (THR#1759) in Battery Point and Conjoined houses (THR#12063) 

located in Warwick Street, Conjoined House (THR#106) c.1847 on Macquarie Street, Hobart are similar in scale to 

the conjoined town houses in Liverpool Street, however they are stylistically more a traditional Georgian form with 

entrances on the principal elevations, and were constructed post 1833.

 

There are a small number of other surviving urban residences in Tasmania dating from the early 19th century.

 

Ingle Hall (THR#12126) is credited with being the oldest surviving residence in Hobart. Until recently the origins of 

Ingle Hall were credited to John Ingle, merchant and shipowner, as its name suggests ( Young, 2011; The Mercury 19 

Jan 1935 p.16).  However, more recent sources attribute the construction of the building to Edward Lord and his wife 

Maria Lord (nee Riseley), a former convict (Alexander 2015). Maria and Edward have been described as Hobart Towns’ 

power couple of the day, the wealthiest citizens of the colony, who owned extensive properties with large quantities of 

livestock, cargo brigs and retail enterprises, effectively controlling Van Diemen’s Land meat, wheat and rum trades. 

Alexander states that it is likely that the Lords either lived or had their shop on the Ingle Hall site before Lord left 

Hobart in 1811. It is likely that Edward Lord had the house built when he returned to Hobart in 1814. Ingle Hall 

demonstrates how early ‘grand’ urban residences fulfilled various functions and roles in early Hobart Town .  Surviving 

several proposals for demolition, Ingle Hall has served various functions, including residence, warehouse and shop, 

inn, school, Temperance inn and coffee palace, children’s library, film and music library, offices and museum.

 

Macquarie House (THR#2440). There is speculation concerning the construction date of Macquarie House, then 

known as Birch’s House, a three-storey brick residence on Macquarie Street.  It has been generally accepted that 

Birch’s House was constructed c.1815, however, in evidence to the Bigge Commission in 1820 Birch claimed that his 

was the first brick house in Hobart Town.  If this claim is true then it would pre-date Ingle Hall (Scripps in Corney 2005, 

p.49).  Birch’s House is recalled as the grandest residence in Hobart Town, having entertained Lieutenant Governors 

and respectable inhabitants of Hobart Town.  Following Birch’s death the house was leased out, as a hotel, boarding 

house and various schools.  Significant alterations were made to the building in the early 20th century, including the 

construction of a service station and building in Victoria Street on the site of the former stable yard ; demolition of a 

single storey structure on the corner of Macquarie and Victoria Streets to construct a two -storey brick building, 

Marengo, in 1925; and extensive additions to the Macquarie Street elevation, designed by Hobart architect A Lauriston 

Crisp, that largely obscured the main façade in 1933. Much of the building survives within the early 20th century 

addition and it is acknowledged as a significant building from the early nineteenth century.

 

Sydney Lodge (THR#12135) like the conjoined town houses, the large inner-city residence is located within the 

Hobart CBD, however it was constructed later than the conjoined townhouses, c. mid-19th century. It is of a similar 

scale to the conjoined town houses but was constructed as one residence surrounded by a substantial garden, now a 

car park. Sydney Lodge has accommodated various uses, including residence, boarding house and as offices and 

production space for the Education Department’s Teaching Aids Centre and Scientific Equipment Centre . Modern 

development has surrounded the residence, yet Sydney Lodge retains its external integrity and many internal 

features.

 

The Bennell Town Houses (THR#3940) in Launceston were constructed for John Sinclair of ‘Clairville’ between 1836 

and 1846, converted to a conjoined dwelling in 1849 by builder, glazier and painter, James Bennell; c.1850 new 

entrances set to the side and decorative stucco façade with pilasters was added. Stylistically the Bennell Town 

Houses are similar to the conjoined town houses on Liverpool Street, and went on to have other uses as the 

headquarters for Jacksons Lock and Brass Works (1926-1960s) and commercial premises (1960s).
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