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Chapel from the north-west, with graves along its 

western side.
© NRE Jan 2025

Chapel and cemetery from the south-west.
© NRE Sep 2016

The Glover family burial vault, at the chapel’s 

south-west corner.
© NRE Sep 2016

Chapel interior.
© NRE Sep 2016
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Chapel interior.
© NRE Sep 2016

Chapel from Deddington Road, with rows of 

Italian cypress trees.
© NRE Aug 2017

Nile Chapel: exterior view [attributed to John 

Richardson Glover]
State Library Tasmania – Record ID ‘SD_ILS:86788'

Nile Chapel: interior, showing pulpit [attributed to 

John Richardson Glover]
State Library Tasmania – Record ID ‘SD_ILS:86792'

Nile Chapel: exterior view, from rear [attributed to 

John Richardson Glover]
State Library Tasmania – Record ID ‘SD_ILS:86793'

1965:  ‘Deddington Chapel at the Nile’
Tasmanian Archives NS3195/1/3395
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1965:  ‘Deddington Chapel at the Nile interior 

view showing cedar pews and seating’
Tasmanian Archives NS3195/1/3372

1965:  ‘Deddington Chapel at the Nile’
Tasmanian Archives NS3195/1/3396

1966
Tasmanian Archives LPIC33/1/18

1977.  The inward-sloping edges of the chapel’s 

front elevation appear visible.
Tasmanian Archives NS3373/1/444, Margaret Bryant

Statement of Significance: 

The small chapel and its adjacent cemetery at the former township of Deddington exemplify the activity of church organisations 

concerned for the spiritual lives of rural communities during the decades of Tasmania’s early colonial period . It is also a good 

example of the operations and agency of Scottish migrant networks during these decades of the 19th century. As the burial 

place of the prominent artist John Glover (1767–1849) and other members of his immediate family, this place is associated with 

the years during which the Glovers lived and worked nearby. The well-preserved chapel building is a particularly intact example 

of a small church of the ‘preaching hall’ type constructed during the early colonial period . This place is also significant for its 

association with the prominent 19th-century solicitor and political activist Robert Pitcairn (1802–1861), who donated a parcel of 

land from his Nile Farm property to become the site of the chapel and cemetery.

(non-statutory summary)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

Constructed in Van Diemen’s Land’s early colonial period, the chapel and cemetery at Deddington is a fine example 

of a place connected with the establishment of churches for so-called Nonconformist congregations. Commissioned 

by the Scottish Presbyterian minister Robert Russell, on land donated by Scottish colonist Robert Pitcairn, it is also 

connected with the consolidation of early Scottish communities during this period. Built specifically as a 

chapel-of-ease, the chapel at Deddington exemplifies the activity of church organisations concerned for the spiritual 

lives of rural communities – and those churches’ attempts to ameliorate the effects of isolation and loneliness 

experienced in areas outside settled towns. As the burial place of the prominent painter and landscape artist John 

Glover (1767–1849) and members of his family, this place is also associated with the years during which the Glovers 

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.
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lived and worked at nearby Patterdale Farm and in the surrounding valley.

b)

No Data Recorded

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

No Data Recorded

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

The chapel at Deddington is a particularly intact example of a rural church of the early colonial period. Its 

well-preserved exterior and simple, undecorated interior allow this class of place to be easily understood and 

appreciated. The chapel’s stone doorcase and its intact timber pulpit , box pews and bench pews, and timber-framed 

windows all contribute to the building’s high-level integrity.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

The chapel and cemetery at Deddington is significant for its association with the solicitor and activist Robert Pitcairn 

(1802–1861), who donated a parcel of land from his Nile Farm property to become the site of the chapel. Pitcairn went 

on to leave an impressive record of legislative reform in the early colonial period, playing key roles in ending convict 

transportation to Van Diemen’s Land in 1853 and the creation of the House of Assembly within Tasmania’s new 

parliament in 1856 (see Crisp 1967).

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

Deddington is both a rural locality and a former township approximately 39 km to the south-east of the City of 

Launceston. The former township is situated on the southern side of the River Nile, within the western foothills of the 

prominent nearby mountain Ben Lomond.  The chapel building is set back from Deddington Road’s south side . 

 Within surrounds of largely cleared pasture, the chapel is distinctive against the vegetated background of Gelignite 

Hill which to the immediate south rises about 200 metres higher than the road and the river.

 

Description:

The Deddington chapel is a small building with external walls of English-bond brickwork on bases of stone rubble. 

 A small cemetery is situated to the chapel’s immediate south-west.  

 

The chapel stands on a slope, about 90 metres away from Deddington Road.  It is in the form of a highly simplified 
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Classical temple, with gables at each end expressed as rudimentary pediments.  In the brick wall facing the road, a 

central sandstone doorcase is flanked by a pair of square-headed niches.  A flight of six stone steps links this 

doorcase to the adjacent natural ground level.  On each of the chapel’s long sides, within walls that are divided into 

bays by brick-capped pilasters, is a row of three tall casement windows.  Each window has a flat gauged brick arch at 

its head.  The timber window-frames appear to be original, and as Eric Ratcliff (2015 Vol. 4, p. 2281) has noted all of 

the windows have a ‘crossed mullion and transom’ form, with two four-paned lights above the transom and two 

eight-paned casements below.

 

Ratcliff (2015 Vol. 4, p. 2349) has also drawn attention to what may be an ‘optical illusion created by the sides of the 

front [of the chapel building]’ which ‘slope slightly inwards as they rise, giving the front a monumental appearance’.  

In combination with this, he suggests that the building’s elevated position and distance from the adjacent road have 

the effect of making the chapel look imposing from a distance but then appear smaller as one approaches it (Ratcliff 

2015 Vol. 4, p. 2281).  

 

The floor and the horizontal ceiling of the chapel’s simple rectangular interior volume are both of timber boards .  The 

interior contains intact timber fittings which include a mixture of box and bench pews, and a fine pulpit at the centre of 

a raised platform against the wall opposite the entry doorcase.  [As part of the t.b.c. owner consultation process, 

Heritage Tasmania will seek to confirm whether or not there are any other items of movable heritage associated with 

the chapel].

 

At the time of preparing this datasheet in 2025, all of the chapel’s external and internal wall surfaces are 

paint-finished.  The gable roof is clad with short sheets of painted corrugated steel.

 

Extending between the chapel building and the Deddington Road site boundary, two parallel rows of narrow-form 

Cupressus sempervirens (Italian cypress) trees flank a central pathway of closely-mown grass.  Each of these rows 

contains spaces for a total of 14 trees.  In 2025, eight of the trees in each row are very small, and these are clearly 

recent replacement plantings.  The balance of the Italian cypress trees are of widely- differing heights.  

 

A small cemetery to the chapel’s immediate south-west contains a number of graves, including:

 • a burial vault in which is interred

     - the artist John Glover senior (1767–1849),

     - his wife Sarah née Young (c.1761–1853),

     - one of their sons, Henry Glover (c.1803–1860),  and

     - John Richardson Glover (1790–1868), the son of John Glover senior and Mary Richardson;

 

• alongside this vault, a small grave for Henry Glover’s two infant sons Thomas and James William, who died

    in 1845 and 1847 respectively;  and

 

• a tall gravestone for Oliver White, which records only that he ‘was drowned in the Nile River when a flood 

    NOVER 30TH 1839’ [sic].  

History:

Deddington is located within the contiguous region formerly occupied by Tasmanian Aboriginal people of what in the 

present day is known as the ‘Ben Lomond nation’ (Ryan 2012, pp. 32–34).  Settlers began to be formally granted land 

in the surrounding district from the mid 1820s through to the early 1830s, and it appears that Deddington was a 

recognised name for the locality by at least 1825 (Talbot c.2001, pp. 4–6).  

 

The Pitcairns settle in the Nile valley

Edinburgh-born solicitor Robert Pitcairn (1802–1861) and his younger brother Thomas arrived in Hobart Town in 

September 1824.  Initially Robert requested and was granted land near Bothwell, in the Central Highlands some 60 

km to the north-west of Hobart.  Almost immediately afterwards he exchanged this land for 800 acres in the north of 

the island alongside the River Nile, a small tributary of the South Esk, about 15 km to the east-south-east of the town 

that would later be named Evandale.  Robert Pitcairn named his new riverside property ‘Nile Farm’.  His brother 

Thomas Pitcairn received a 640-acre grant that adjoined Robert’s land.  In 1829 Robert Pitcairn applied for and was 

granted an additional 800 acres on the River Nile.  Later in 1839 he purchased three other adjoining allotments, which 

in combination with his earlier acquisitions brought Nile Farm to a total area greater than 3600 acres (EHS website 

2019;  Evans 2004, pp. 4–6;  Talbot c.2001, p. 5).  Robert Pitcairn built a two-storey red brick farmhouse, which 

remains substantially intact in the present day.  

 

Between about 1836 and 1850, Robert Pitcairn also owned a residence within grounds by the River Derwent at New 

Town, about 3½ km to the north-west of Hobart’s city centre.  Since the mid-1860s, Pitcairn’s former New Town home 

has been known as Runnymede (THR 12100).

 

The land in the Nile district was very fertile, and during the 1830s the Pitcairns were joined by some other notable 

neighbours.  Nearby in the direction of Evandale, the wealthy merchant and politician James Cox established the 
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extensive property and grand house known as Clarendon (THR 10347).  Much closer to Nile Farm, and alongside its 

eastern boundaries, the Glover family arrived in 1832.

 

Glover family members settle in the Nile valley

In early 1831 the successful British landscape painter John Glover (1767–1849) emigrated to Van Diemen’s Land to 

join three of his sons who had arrived in Hobart Town in mid-1829.  Accompanying Glover were his wife Sarah and his 

son John Richardson Glover (Smith 1966).  John Glover senior was allocated a land grant of 2560 acres in the locality 

known at that time as Mills Plains, and quickly consolidated this with three other neighbouring farms which he 

purchased.  His oldest son John Glover junior was able to select an adjoining parcel for his own 640-acre grant, also 

on the River Nile.  The Glovers’ combined purchases and grants added up to 7000 acres – comparable to the Archer 

family’s Woolmers (THR 5077) and Brickendon Estate (THR 5180) landholdings further down-river on the South Esk 

(Radford 2022, p. 55).

 

John Glover senior named his new large landholding Patterdale, after a village with the same name at the southern 

end of Ullswater in the Lake District of north-west England.  Like Robert Pitcairn, Glover built a house close to the 

River Nile – and both the Pitcairn and the Glover families’ farm-houses still stand within what in 2025 is known as 

Patterdale and Nile Farm (THR 4988).  By 1835 Glover was able to send sixty-eight new paintings 'descriptive of the 

Scenery and Customs of Van Diemen's Land' for exhibition in London, and during the subsequent years he also 

painted many commissioned works for landowners of the colony (GP website; Smith 1966).  

 

Deddington, and the Pitcairns’s donation of land for a chapel

In mid-1836, a Land Commissioners’ report approved by the colony’s Lieutenant -Governor George Arthur confirmed 

that the Parish of Deddington – a much larger area than the present-day remnant of the Deddington township – would 

from that time be defined as

          bounded on the north east by the south boundaries of grants to Robert Pitcairn and John Glover,

          on the south east by a line from the south angle of John Glover’s grant to the South Esk at

          A. McLeod’s and Cox’s division boundary, on the south west by the South Esk, and on the north

          west by the Nile (Hobart Town Gazette 1st July 1836, pp. 505-506).

 

In 1840, Robert Pitcairn donated a parcel of land from his Nile Farm property to be the site of a chapel and cemetery.  

He and his wife Dorothea Jessie Pitcairn stipulated that the land and burial ground was to be solely for the use of 

Protestants – but primarily for Presbyterians in the congregation of the then-recently appointed Reverend Robert 

Russell (and his successors) at Evandale, or a resident minister ‘of the Scotch Church’ who it was hoped might some 

day come to live in the local area.  Furthermore, the Presbyterian Church was to have full use of this chapel for 26 

Sundays of the year, but if a Presbyterian minister should fail to carry out the Services, the ministers of some other 

Protestant body could supersede them in possession of the Chapel – or any other church or chapel that might be 

erected on the site – with such action to be decided by the full committee of management, subscribers and 

seat-holders (NToAT 1967).  

 

The trustees of the deed of gift were 

 • both John Glover senior and his eldest son John Glover junior, of Patterdale;  

 • Matthew Ralston, of the nearby property Hampden (THR 4985);  

 • Henry Hopkins ‘who had owned Burnside, later known as Fordon’;  

 • Henry Tweed Pyke ‘of Marathon, a property across the river from Loggie Farm at Lillyburn Bridge’;

 • James Hamilton, ‘of Lillyburn’;  and

 • John Williatt, of Elkington (THR 4998) at Evandale (von Stieglitz 1967, p. 43).

 

Financing and constructing the chapel at Deddington

The recent Scottish emigrant Reverend Robert Russell (1808–1877), appointed in 1840 as the Presbyterian minister at 

the town of Evandale, played an important role in arranging the construction of the chapel at Deddington.  The fine St 

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (THR 5019) on High Street in Evandale, at which the Rev. Russell was based, was 

dedicated in September 1840.  In a letter dated 9 October 1840 the Rev. Russell reported

          I am now engaged building two chapels of Ease – one at the Nile, the other at the Whitehills, 

          about 14 & 9 miles distant from Evandale respectively, each of wh. will cost £250 & contain about

          120 people.  These I intend converting into schools during the week, & preaching in upon

          alternate Sundays.  The spirit in which they have been got up is highly gratifying, there being no

          assistance given by the Govt, but in their rise & progress being wholly dependant [sic] upon the

          voluntary contributions of the respective districts (Brown 1952, p. 392).

 

A ‘chapel of ease’ is a subsidiary place of worship built for the convenience of churchgoers who lived at a considerable 

distance from the principal church of a district or parish.  The description of ‘14 miles distant’ (about 22½ kilometres) 

from Evandale supports a conclusion that the chapel of Ease ‘at the Nile’ to which the Rev . Robert Russell referred 

was the building that still stands at Deddington in the present day.
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Reputedly, the chapel at Deddington was financed by subscribers who paid 30 shillings annually for a pew and 5 

shillings for a single seat (DOL website 2014).  Dorothea Henslowe (1973, p. 70) states that the chapel was opened 

on the 9 of May 1841.  For the next fifty or sixty years, services were reputedly conducted at the chapel by ministers 

of both the Presbyterian Church and the Church of England (von Stieglitz 1967, p. 44).  

 

Late 1840s to the 1860s

Ownership of the land upon which the chapel and cemetery were sited was transferred to ‘The Residents of 

Deddington’ in 1849 (EHS website 2019).  John Glover senior died at Patterdale on the 9 of December that same year, 

aged 82, and was buried alongside the Deddington Chapel.

 

Dorothea Henslowe (1973, p. 70) reports that in 1860 the chapel building was renamed ‘St John’s Chapel’ , also noting 

that it was a ‘place of worship open to Protestant clergymen of every persuasion’.  As more farms and homes were 

established in the district a school opened in Deddington in early 1865 – initially at the chapel, at the urging of Rev. 

Russell – with the first teacher, ‘Mr. Carter’, employed ‘at a salary of £50’ (Launceston Examiner 2 Feb 1865, p. 5; 

Mercury 22 July 1864, p. 3).  The Deddington Inn was licensed in December 1866 and, perhaps coincidentally, that 

same year land was set aside for a police barracks, with a constable permanently stationed in the township from then 

onwards (LE 25 July 1866, p. 3).  

 

Ink and grey-wash drawings of the chapel building – which are attributed to John Richardson Glover (1790–1868) and if 

this is the case must have been completed by 1868 at the latest – depict a skillion abutting the chapel’s uphill 

(south-east facing) wall, and also a nearby but separate gable-roofed building.  This latter structure may be the 

‘church stable’ mentioned by Dorothea Henslowe (1973, p. 70):

          Because farmers lit up their pipes while taking their horses from the church stable, 

          it was minuted in 1898  “It is unanimously agreed the meeting disapproves of any

          smoking on the church premises and that it will be prohibited”.

 

One of these drawings also appears to depict what Henslowe (1973, p. 70) describes as ‘a “Precentor’s box” under 

the pulpit for conducting the singing, [which] was removed in 1882 when a baby organ was installed.’

 

Deddington and the chapel during the late 19th century and into the 20th century

In 1882 the Launceston Examiner’s correspondent ‘Flaneur’ reported ‘Deddington contains one hotel and store 

combined, a brick building, a smithy, post-office, and about a dozen other buildings’ (LE 9th Dec, p. 3).  In 1885 the 

school facilities moved from the chapel to a cottage in the area, and although the chapel reputedly again served as a 

teaching venue in about 1912, a nearby purpose-built school subsequently put an end to this use.  That venue was in 

turn closed in 1946, after which the local children were transported by bus to Evandale daily ( DOL website 2014).

 

The Launceston Art Society coordinated an appeal to raise money for the ‘restoration of Glover’s gravestone at the 

Nile Chapel ground’ – to which the prominent Australian impressionist painter Tom Roberts contributed generously – 

and this repair work was completed in mid-1929 (Examiner 14 June 1929, p. 14; Radford 2022, p.168).

 

In the early 20th century, Tom Roberts – who had regularly visited northern Tasmania from the 1880s onwards – 

coined the term ‘Glover Country’ for the landscape around the valley of the Tasmanian River Nile .  The Art Gallery of 

South Australia acquired John Glover senior’s A view of the artist’s house and garden in Mills Plains  in 1951, and the 

painting soon became one of Australia’s most popular colonial -period artworks.  During the second half of the 20th 

century a steady stream of art historians, art curators and admirers of Glover began to visit and pay tribute to 

Patterdale Farm and to Glover Country (Radford 2022, p. 168).  However, as the 20th century proceeded, the drift of 

population from Deddington saw services at the chapel less well attended until they ceased all together and the 

building fell into disrepair (NToAT 1967).

 

Deddington chapel from the later decades of the 20th century onwards

In the mid-1960s the Historical Committee of the National Trust undertook work ‘towards the restoration of the 

Chapel.’  The avenue of Italian cypress trees between the chapel and Deddington Road was donated by the 

Tasmanian historian Karl Rawdon von Stieglitz, with its planting carried out by the Apex Club of Launceston (NToAT 

1967).  In March 1978, the ‘Deddington Chapel’ was entered in the Register of the National Estate (AHD website, 

Place ID 12747).

 

As the 1960s drew to a close the ‘small hamlet’ of Deddington had still contained ‘an Inn , a Post Office, a small hall, 

a few cottages’, and ‘the remains of an old [timber] gaol’ [i.e. the former police barracks building] (NToAT 1967).  

Unfortunately, the inn was destroyed by fire in 1980, and the police building had ‘collapsed to the ground’ by the 

mid-1990s (Dowsett 1996, p. 25).

 

From the late 1990s, the ‘trustees of The Nile Chapel, Deddington’ have undertaken a range of conservation and 
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maintenance activities, including:

 - in 1999, painting the chapel building’s window frames, doors and external walls;

 - in 2001, conservation work on sandstone elements of the Glover family burial vault;  and

 - in 2002, replacement timber post-and-tail fencing and a ‘Sunshine’ metal gate close to the site boundary

   along Deddington Road.

In 2009 the National Trust of Australia (Tasmania) became a trustee of the chapel and cemetery.  The National Trust 

continues to assist the local community and descendants of the original trustees with maintaining and conserving the 

chapel building and its grounds (NToAT 2024).  

 

 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS:

 

Churches played a significant everyday role for the colony’s inhabitants during the early colonial period in Van 

Diemen’s Land, giving support to their members especially during times of hardship.  In many localities, church 

buildings provided a communal focus.  As an antidote to remoteness from ‘home’ in Britain or elsewhere they were 

often also regarded as tangible connections with another, more familiar life.

 

Tasmanian 19th-century church buildings for the so-called ‘Nonconformist’ churches (a term generally applied to 

Protestant denominations other than the Church of England, which thus included the Presbyterian, Methodist, 

Congregationalist and Baptist traditions) were designed primarily as ‘preaching halls’.  These were different to the 

buildings designed for the more complex orders of service observed by Roman Catholic and Church of England 

congregations and which required specific features and compartmentation.  Preaching halls, on the other hand, 

comprised a straightforward interior space where the congregation could clearly see and hear what was taking place 

at one end, and they generally gave a high degree of prominence to the pulpit (Goad 2012, p. 142;  Ratcliff 2015    

 Vol. 4, p. 2115).

 

Many of the early Anglican and Roman Catholic church buildings constructed in Van Diemen’s Land have been 

altered, or largely or totally replaced.  Anglican churches often had chancels and other features added in response to 

the liturgical revival the denomination experienced later in the 19th century.  This contrasted with the approach taken 

by Nonconformist churches, which were more likely to build anew alongside former buildings as their needs grew.  Old 

chapels were easily converted to hall or Sunday School buildings, and several important early examples have survived 

in this way (Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, pp. 2109, 2115).

 

Small chapels in the Northern Midlands of Tasmania of very similar design to the chapel building at 

Deddington:

 

The chapel at Deddington is one of three similarly sized and detailed brick church buildings constructed between 1838 

and 1841, all within about 26km of each other.  The other two, built specifically for Methodist worship, are at Perth, 

constructed in 1838; and about 5km north of Longford, constructed in 1840:

 

 • The chapel built in 1840 alongside Pateena Road, on a site about 5km to the north of Longford, has also been 

known as the ‘Salem Chapel’ (Grant 2018b; and Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, pp. 2280–2282).  Reputedly it did not operate as 

a church for long, then was for a time used as a schoolroom prior to the construction in the 1880s of a schoolhouse in 

the locality.  This chapel is constructed of very soft brick, which because of spalling had to be rendered over.  Above 

its stone doorcase is a simplified Greek Revival-style aedicular pediment with oversized acroteria, like the head of a 

gravestone.  Serving for many years as a hay-barn, and now a private residence ( Ratcliff 2015, p. 2281), this small 

building is listed in the Tasmanian Heritage Register with the place name ‘Old Schoolhouse and Chapel’ (THR 5068).

 

 • The former Methodist Church in the town of Perth, which opened in 1838 and was ‘gothicised’ in 1897 by the 

addition of a porch with pointed openings (Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, p. 2281).  Ratcliff (2015, p. 2281) also notes the 

‘distantly Mediaeval motif’ of the datestone within its street -facing gable, and that this aligns with the stylistic context 

of ‘Regency eclecticism’ within which each of these three small church buildings was constructed .  In 1977, the Perth 

Methodist Church became a part of the Uniting Church.  After its closure in 2003 this church building was sold, and 

subsequently housed a café business (Grant 2018c).  The building is listed in the Tasmanian Heritage Register with 

the place name ‘Former Methodist Uniting Church’ (THR 5237).

 

Other church buildings in Tasmania constructed prior to c.1856 during the early colonial period:

 

Churches from this period vary enormously in size, from buildings smaller than the chapel at Deddington through to 

the very large ‘Wesley (Uniting) Church and Hall’ (THR 2504) complex in Hobart.  Within this latter example, the 

highly-intact 1837-to-1840-built church was able to seat more people than any other building in the colony until 

Launceston’s Albert Hall (part of the THR 11799 ‘City Park Complex’) was completed in 1891.  The Tasmanian 

Heritage Register currently lists some 85 church and chapel buildings that were constructed by about 1856. 
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 Of these, examples which retain reasonable or better levels of intactness and integrity include the:

 

• present-day hall building at the Scots Church and Hall (THR 6638), between Bathurst and Melville Streets in Hobart.  

This was constructed for the Presbyterian population of Hobart Town in 1824, using convict labour.  It is a simple 

building with walls of coursed undressed sandstone blocks, pointed-arch windows, and a hipped roof.  Initially known 

as Scots Kirk, it was used for worship until mid-1836 by which time the adjacent church building had been completed, 

dedicated and opened for regular worship ( ‘Team200’ 2024);  

 

 • Kirklands Church and Cemetery (THR 4909), about 9½ km to the north-west of Campbell Town in the Northern 

Midlands.  This small stuccoed brick building, completed for the Presbyterian Church in 1836, has four windows with 

low pointed arches, a plain rectangular door in one end, and a moderately-pitched gable roof.  Its interior contains fine 

cedar box-pews, and a pulpit with panelled soundboard and canopy (Grant 2018f; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, p. 2207);

 

 • Methodist Chapel and Cemetery (THR 1205) at Lawitta, at the north-west edge of the town of New Norfolk in the 

Derwent Valley.  Dedicated in November 1837, the small hip-roofed chapel building has walls of sandstone blocks.  It 

has large, pointed-arch window openings – three on each side, and two on the front that flank a pointed doorway.  Its 

interior was ‘economically rebuilt’ after a fire in 1924, leaving four of the window openings bricked up.  The porch was 

added in the 1950s (Grant 2019; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, pp. 2277–2278);

 

 • Former Congregational Church and Cemetery (THR 5459) in the Southern Midlands town of Kempton. With walls of 

pale-coloured sandstone, this church building’s street-facing elevation comprises a central doorway flanked on each 

side by a single window.  All three of these have round-headed openings in which the surrounds consist of alternating 

large and small blocks.  The sides each contain five simpler, rectangular openings for windows.  This church was first 

used in 1840, with additions at the rear of the building made in 1847 to create a school room, vestry, and additional 

upstairs room (Grant 2018g; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 2, p. 1250);

 

 • St John’s Presbyterian Church (THR 79) on Macquarie Street in central Hobart, which was completed by mid 1843.  

This large building has been described – not unkindly – as ‘the finest mannerist Greek Revival composition in 

Tasmania’, due to its skilful though noticeably unorthodox combination of exterior design elements ( Ratcliff 2015    

 Vol. 4, p. 2213).  Its interior contains extensive banks of timber box pews;

 

 • Methodist Chapel and Burial Ground (THR 4622) in St Leonards, about 5½ km to the south- east of Launceston’s 

city centre.  Opened in 1846 as the ‘Patterson’s Plains Methodist Church’, this gable-roofed and paint-finished brick 

building has a pedimented front with stucco dressings.  In the tympanum of the pediment there is a circular opening 

containing a louvred vent.  All of the building’s door and window openings are round-headed.  Designed by William 

Archer IV (1820–1874), this small church was one of the earliest Italianate-style buildings to be completed anywhere 

in Australia (Grant 2018a; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, p. 2285);

 

 • Former Wesleyan Chapel (THR 4967) at Campbell Town, in the Northern Midlands of the State.  Opened in 1846, 

with ‘a large gallery’ added in 1849, the chapel’s walls are of the rich red brick of the district .  Large round-arched 

windows placed high in its street-facing wall flank a wider and lower-placed arch over an elegant Georgian doorcase 

that incorporates Doric pilasters and a radial fanlight.  The building’s hipped and double-pent roof ‘surmounts it like a 

humorous hat’ (Grant 2018e; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4, p. 2284);

 

 • Union Chapel and Cemetery (THR 4979) in Cleveland, also in the Northern Midlands and about 45 km to the 

south-east of Launceston.  Commenced in 1851 and completed in 1852, this small building is of stuccoed brick, with 

gables at each end.  Its round-headed windows, with radial tracery at their tops, are only on the east-facing wall.  The 

sole door is in the south wall, sheltered by a simple porch of later construction (Grant 2018d; Ratcliff 2015 Vol. 4,      

pp. 2348, 2350).
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