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Old paved tunnel in basement
©2025 NRET

Woodstock, Cascade Brewery
©2023 NRET

Site of Mount Todd house
©2025 NRET

Statement of Significance: 

The Cascade Brewery demonstrates the evolution of a significant industrial site over the course of the nineteenth, twentieth and 

twenty-first centuries, with contributions from both extant buildings and archaeological sites spread across the wider Cascade 

estate. It demonstrates the harnessing of water power for Australia’s first sawmill , and the survival and predominance of the 

most enterprising players in the business of manufacturing beer, cider and cordials. The Cascade Brewery is one of Tasmania’s 

oldest businesses, having few equivalents among businesses that have operated so long on the same site, and it is one of the 

state’s most complete industrial complexes. Views of the main Cascade building as a foreground to Mount Wellington have 

been painted and photographed for more than 150 years, including by FG Simpkinson de Wesselow, Alfred Randall, Samuel 

Clifford, Anson Bros, Haughton Forrest and Max Angus. The complex’s aesthetic characteristics have been central to Cascade’

s promotion throughout its existence. The Cascade Brewery has a special association with Peter Degraves (1778–1852), 

sawmiller, flour miller, brewer and entrepreneur, one of the founders of the brewery, builder of Hobart’s Theatre Royal and 

shipbuilder.

(non-statutory summary)
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The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

The Cascade Brewery demonstrates the evolution of a significant industrial site over the course of the nineteenth, 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries, with contributions from both extant buildings and archaeological sites spread 

across the wider Cascade estate. It demonstrates the harnessing of water power for Australia’s first sawmill and the 

survival and predominance of the most enterprising players in the business of manufacturing beer, cider and cordials.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

The Cascade Brewery is one of Tasmania’s oldest businesses. Few Van Diemen’s Land/Tasmanian businesses have 

operated on the same site for two centuries.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

The Cascade Brewery contains several identified archaeological sites and areas, investigation of which has the 

potential to yield information relating to the construction and use of the brewery, the daily lives of its employees, and 

changes to brewing practices over time. In addition to identified archaeological sites, the property has the potential for 

archaeological evidence of unrecorded structures, features, landscape evidence and industrial elements associated 

with operation of the brewery. Sealed artefact deposits may be anticipated beneath the floors of extant 19th-century 

structures, accumulated on surfaces, in yard spaces and garden soils. Landscape evidence may include former path 

or track alignments, working surfaces or courtyards, boundary lines (as fences or walls), garden beds or edging, or 

other associated features. The archaeological heritage of the Cascade Brewery has the potential to resolve a 

considerable range of research questions to yield new information not available from another source. The site also has 

the potential to yield information relating to two sites occupied by the Cascade Sawmills and the 1836 Cascade flour 

mill established by Degraves. The archaeological site of Mount Todd house (c1892–1967), once the head brewer’s 

residence, has the potential to inform an understanding of the living conditions of a head brewer/middle manager and 

his family from the Victorian period onwards. Sites of workers’ cottages may reveal insights into the living conditions 

of nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century brewery workers. The site of the stables/store destroyed in the 1967 

fire has the potential to contribute to knowledge about the brewery’s transport and delivery operations and the 

accommodation of work animals.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

The Cascade Brewery is one of Tasmania’s oldest and most complete industrial complexes . Elements surviving from 

various periods such as parts of founder Peter Degraves’ 1830s house, the 1872 brewery building (with 1927 

extensions), and 1967 rebuilding after fire damage show the evolution of the complex over almost 200 years. The 

former manager’s residence, the archaeological site of the head brewer’s residence and early staff cottages also 

demonstrate the long evolution of the site.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

Peter Degraves’ ingenuity as an engineer enabled the Cascade industrial complex to use water for motive power to an 

extraordinary extent, this being a cheaper option than steam power. At one stage two conduits brought water to 

different parts of the complex. The water from Mountain Lake drove a flour mill on the southern side of Cascade Road, 

the same water then being conveyed to drive another flour mill on the northern side.

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

The Cascade Brewery is a key landmark within the physical environment of Tasmania . The site is visually prominent 

in South Hobart and, with its background of Mount Wellington, possesses picturesque aspects acknowledged by 

many Tasmanians, having been painted and photographed for more than 150 years.

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

The Cascade Brewery has a special association with Peter Degraves (1778–1852), sawmiller, flour miller, brewer and 

entrepreneur, one of the founders of the brewery, builder of Hobart’s Theatre Royal and shipbuilder.

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.
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h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

The Cascade Brewery’s picturesque natural setting with its reputedly pure mountain water have been part of its story 

and/or advertising imagery almost since its inception. Views of the main Cascade building as a foreground to Mount 

Wellington have been painted and photographed for more than 150 years, including by FG Simpkinson de Wesselow, 

Alfred Randall, Samuel Clifford, Anson Bros, Haughton Forrest and Max Angus. In the nineteenth century Mount 

Wellington reflected in ‘Mountain Lake’ (Peter Degraves’ dam above the brewery) was one of the essential Tasmanian 

landscapes, even being captured on one of the inaugural Tasmanian postage stamps . Complementing this 

‘wilderness’ theme, Cascade adopted the ultimate ‘Tasmanian-ness’ in the form of the thylacine, the state’s endemic 

but now possibly extinct marsupial carnivore. (Modern-day depictions of the thylacine usually serve a different 

purpose, admonishing Tasmanians for destroying their endemic species). The wedding-cake-style, post-1927 main 

brewery building, which could pass for a Gothic-horror version of an old penitentiary, is a reminder that while the 

brewery trades on Tasmania’s ‘clean green’ tourism image, it was founded on convict labour, giving the Cascade 

Brewery the reverence merited by its old age.

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

The Cascade Brewery and mills sites have a picturesque setting at the confluence of Hobart and Guy Fawkes Rivulets 

on the outskirts of South Hobart.  Above the Cascade buildings rise the forested foothills of kunanyi/ Mount Wellington. 

 The slopes, Organ Pipes and summit of this mountain usually feature in photos of the brewery.

Description:

Several structures date from or possibly have elements from the 1830s. Woodstock potentially contains elements of 

Peter Degraves’ early house. The Mountain Lake reservoir and the former hydraulic flour mill were both established in 

the 1830s. Five main buildings survive from the 1860s & 1870s: the Main Brewery Building, the former Malthouse, plus 

Cellars 2, 3 and 4.  These have a uniform appearance (except for the 1927 addition to the Main Brewery Building), that 

is, symmetrical with gabled roofs, sandstone ashlar walls with arched windows, rusticated blocks around the windows 

and rusticated quoins at each corner.  Architectural historian Eric Ratcliff described the style of these buildings as 

‘robustly Victorian’ (Ratcliff 2015, vol.4, p. 1893).

 

The registered area includes the Brewery Complex, Woodstock, Cordial Factory, Mountain Lake, the site of Mount 

Todd House, the site of early staff housing on Old Farm Road and the original Cascade water intake on Guy Fawkes 

Rivulet.

 

Features of high significance

Main Brewery Building (Ale Brewery)

The main brewery building was constructed in 1870 on the site of the original sawmill but extended upwards to its 

present wedding-cake shape in 1927 to incorporate a new Nathan brewing plant (Bingham 1991, p. 79).  The original 

lower three floors are sandstone ashlar, the four floors added in 1927 are in the same form but rendered brick. At this 

time the building was entirely gutted and the interior structure replaced with concrete and steel.  There are string 

courses between the first, second and third floors.  The words ‘CASCADE BREWERY’ and ‘1824 1927’ appear on the 

front façade.  Some blackened sandstone ashlar recalls the intense heat from the 1967 bushfire. A memorial to John 

Syme (his headstone) is located beneath this building among mature deciduous chestnut trees. The headstone was 

moved here from the Queenborough Cemetery in 1962.

Former Malthouse

This 1868 sandstone ashlar building with a gable roof occupies the site of the second Cascade sawmill. The 40-foot 

waterwheel and mill race that served the second sawmill and the flour mill beside it remained in situ after the sawmill’s 

demolition, being used to alternatively drive malthouse and flour milling machinery. The 40-foot waterwheel was 
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dismantled in 1898 and replaced with a smaller iron wheel relocated from Walkers Brewery . This iron wheel was used 

until the brewery was electrified early in the twentieth century.  Functionally, the Malthouse augmented two other 

malthouses and their pyramidal malt kilns at the back of the brewery complex. These, together with the malthouse at 

Walkers Brewery and later another constructed on the Cordial Factory site in 1950, provided all Cascade’s malt until 

they were replaced with the Drum Malting Plant in 1955. The building consisted of four floors, the basement being 

connected to the brewery by a tunnel. A second building attached to the back of the Malthouse formerly had a 

perforated floor which enabled the malted barley to be heated from below with a coal fire.  After being gutted by the 

1967 fire, with only the façade surviving, the building was repurposed as a warehouse until in 1997 it was converted to 

offices (‘CUB Cascade: new offices’ 1997, pp. 41 and 43).  The Canning Plant/Storage Plant building attached to the 

former Malthouse sits on the footprint of the 40-foot waterwheel and the 1844 second flour mill.

Refrigeration Plant Building

This low building between the Main Brewery Building and the former Malthouse was built c1890s on the former route 

of Old Farm Road and shares the architectural style of the main buildings, except that it has a skillion roof. This roof 

replaced the gable roof destroyed in the 1967 bushfire. The blackened sandstone ashlar walls also recall the fire which 

gutted the building, with only the façade surviving that event.

The Gateposts and the Yard

On the southern side of the Main Brewery Building are rusticated sandstone ashlar c1874 gates leading into the Keg 

Yard. Until the 1960s a set of heavy wooden gates were swung from the posts.  This was the only entry and exit point 

for the Keg Yard, which had no through access.  The yard was later roofed and a pitched roof built over the gates, but 

this was removed in the 1960s to provide access for modern vehicles and replaced with a roller door and corrugated 

iron wall. At the same time vehicle access from the yard was opened up to Old Farm Road. At the base of each 

gatepost is a ceremonial cannon designed to guide horse-drawn carts that once carried beer barrels between the 

gateposts, thereby ensuring that the drivers didn’t scrape the barrels against the rough sandstone. At the top of each 

gatepost is a stone beer barrel, one bearing the year 1824 and identifying Peter Degraves as the brewery founder. The 

lower lettering on the barrels reading ‘By Peter Degraves’ and ‘C & J Degraves’ was only uncovered in recent years. 

Until then it was filled with putty and invisible, presumably to allow John Syme, Charles Chapman and James Aikman 

to put their own stamp on the business when they bought it in 1882. Behind the left- hand gatepost is a small office 

with a bay window. On top of this office is a bell which once rang four times per day to signal the beginning of 15 

minutes’ free drinking for the brewery staff.  It is still rung for the same purpose at 4 pm every Friday.

 Cellar 2 (Fermenter Room) (Beer brewery)

This 1874 ashlar sandstone building stands on the site of the original stone-and-timber Cascade Brewery and is 

believed to include the cellars from the original brewery ( ‘The oldest brewery in Australia’ 1937, p. 3).  The top floor 

and gable roof of the building were destroyed in the 1967 fire and not replaced. It has a square chimney.

Cellar 3 (Storage Tank Building)

This 1870s ashlar sandstone building features a gable roof in keeping with the Ale Brewery . The first floor has an 

arched former doorway like a loft entrance.  The main doorway below that on the ground floor has been replaced by a 

much wider sliding door.  This building was gutted by the 1967 bushfire but repaired.

Cellar 4 (Storage Tank Building)

This c1872 building, standing on part of the original brewery, was gutted in the 1967 fire. It was extended upwards in 

2018, raising the original hipped roofline.  Only the lower floor retains its sandstone ashlar walls.

Cascade Bar/Woodstock Reception Centre

The former manager’s residence once known as The Cascade or Cascade House was renamed Woodstock (already 

registered as THR #3086) by general manager Gus Beckley c1920 (Bingham 1991, p. 147).  The building has a 

hipped roof, a hipped, slightly projecting front gable, and matching skillion roof wings on each side.  The upper-storey 

windows are casements with stone sills.  One side of the building at ground level has a hipped wooden bay with 

double hung windows.  The side entrance has a porch with slender columns, half sidelights and an arched fanlight.  

Woodstock is said to contain elements of Peter Degraves’ original home .  It received a second-floor addition early in 

the twentieth century and underwent extensive renovations in the 1950s (Bingham 1991, pp. 146–47).  Having 

escaped damage during the 1967 bushfire, Woodstock now serves as a bar, restaurant and reception centre.  Two 

horse-drawn beer delivery drays are located in the garden.

The gardens

The gardens attached to Woodstock include many mature European plantings such as a c 1870–90 holly tree, a 

Douglas fir, Portuguese laurel, Spanish she-oak and a Norwegian spruce.  The gardens also contains the remains of a 

World War Two bomb shelter.  The original nineteenth-century stone wall along the street boundary of the gardens 

was dismantled in the mid-twentieth century to widen the road and was rebuilt in concrete with a facing of the original 

sandstone. However, the section of stone wall in front of the car park is original. The site of the former deer park in 

front of Woodstock and the Cascade Cordials and Cider Factory is now a car park .  

Cascade Cordials and Cider Factory

The three-storey stone Cascade Flour Mill was built on this site in 1836, being worked by water turbine supplied 

directly from the Mountain Lake reservoir ( ‘The oldest brewery in Australia’ 1837, p. 3). The shingle-roofed flour mill 

and adjoining buildings were gutted by fire in 1884, being restored with a slightly different roof line clad in corrugated 

iron (‘Fire at the Cascade Brewery’ 1884, p. 2; ‘Inquest’ 1884, p. 3). In 1967 the top floor was removed after extensive 

fire damage.
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Beside the mill there was formerly a bakery and then an icehouse, in which an imported ice machine was operated. 

During the Syme period these rooms were used for the manufacture of confectionary. The Cordial and Cider Factory 

was established near the flour mill in 1886. Cordial production was relocated to Walker’s old brewery in Collins Street , 

Hobart, in 1891 but returned to the flour mill building in 1923. When the building was gutted by fire in 1967, Cordial 

Factory operations were moved to a new building immediately behind it. After being rebuilt, minus the third storey, it 

housed the brewery’s carpenters joinery shop until the Mercury Cider factory was relocated to it from Anglesea Street . 

Cascade sold its cordials business to Coca Cola Amatil in 2014 but still manufactures Mercury Cider here.

Mountain Lake and its pipeline to the 1836 Flour Mill/Cordial Factory

This early 1830s reservoir, which in the right conditions reflects the Mount Wellington Organ Pipes , was photographed 

and painted extensively in the Victorian period. It was one of the essential Tasmanian scenic views of the time.  Built 

on a hill below Huon Road and filled by a pipeline from a dam located on Hobart Rivulet just below Staces Mill. It 

supplied the brewery, the  1836 Cascade Flour Mill, Cascade House/Woodstock and also Hobart via the Town Tunnel 

and the Cascade Reservoir (‘The oldest brewery in Australia’ 1837, p. 3; ‘Fine arts’ 1882, p. 122). The pipeline to the 

brewery still contains some cast iron pipes but as these fail they are being replaced. Eventually the whole pipeline will 

consist of modern pipes.

 

Archaeological sites of high significance

Peter Degraves’ original water intake site on Guy Fawkes Rivulet just above the Cascades site at approx . 523492E, 

5250868N, and the former water race connecting it to the industrial complex. The remains of a weir and the benched 

formation for the water race are still evident.

The sites of nineteenth-century staff housing along Old Farm Road near the water intake site at approx . 523693E, 

5250845N.

The sites of nineteenth-century staff housing beneath the concrete apron beside Cascade Road at approx . 523841E, 

5250570N. The two cottages were destroyed by the 1967 fire, with the ruins being demolished.

Mount Todd, the site of the house on the hill above the brewery complex at approx. 523611E, 5250680N.  It was the 

home of head brewer TS Todd and later Court Oakes but was destroyed in the 1967 bushfire.

The old stone store at the Cordial Factory, demolished in 1967 after being severely damaged by fire (Bingham 1991, 

p. 94). It was originally a stable with loft.  It had a gable roof, an arched loft opening and rusticated quoins, in keeping 

with the architecture of the buildings on the opposite side of the street.  The footprint of this building appears to be 

under the concrete apron between the Cordial and Cider Factory and the brick staff cottages .

The Hobart Town Tunnel, a brick structure created in 1831 as Hobart Town’s water supply, is believed to pass under 

Cascade Brewery buildings and through the garden behind the Cascade Bar/ Woodstock Reception Centre.  This is 

believed to be the earliest city water infrastructure in Australia (Stone 2024). 

 

 

Sites excluded

Four twentieth-century brick staff cottages on Cascade Road.

Cascade Gardens – These were once the Cascade Tea Gardens and owned by Cascade Brewery , but now a park 

managed by the Hobart City Council.

The pipeline from Hobart Rivulet to Mountain Lake – Historically this pipeline has been an essential water 

supply line to the 1836 flour mill and greater industrial site. However, none of the original infrastructure survives. Both 

the intake and the wooden race have been modernised.

Timber infrastructure on Cascade land - These are mostly archaeological sites.  The omitted sites include 

logging tracks and haulage roads, sawpits, related habitation sites, blacksmiths’ shops etc.  These may be 

significant sites but do not relate directly to the story of the Cascade Brewery.  They may warrant a 

separate registration.

The site of Stace’s Sawmill and Weir and the Pyrolignite Works on Hobart Rivulet - It is intended to register 

this site separately.

Sites of recreational huts on Cascade land - The late 19th-and-early-20th-century rustic recreational huts built on 

the slopes of Mount Wellington may be significant but do not relate directly to the story of the Cascade Brewery .

History:

The Cascades area and the slopes of kunanyi/Mount Wellington were the territory of the South East Nation (Ryan 

2012, pp. 40–41), being part of a landscape managed by Aboriginal people for thousands of years before European 

occupation.

 

Cascade is one of Tasmania’s most enduring and successful brands .  The company’s success rests firstly on 

securing the best site to obtain pure water for brewing and making that site the basis of most of its advertising over 

two centuries, identifying Cascade beer with the natural bounty of Mount Wellington .  The three-tiered main brewery 

building could pass for a Gothic-horror version of an old penitentiary, connecting Cascade’s transportation-era history 

with the present in which Tasmania trades on its ‘clean green’ tourism image .  Among Tasmanian buildings perhaps 

only the Dove Lake boathouse beneath Cradle Mountain is as closely associated with a mountain as the Cascade 

Brewery is with Mount Wellington.  The early addition of the thylacine (Tasmanian tiger) to its advertising gave its 

product a quintessentially Tasmanian brand.  The company shored up its business with investment in property, 
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thereby shutting out opposition and ensuring some control over its market.  Like J & T Gunn it sought out the best 

practitioners (in this case brewers and managers) and took control of its production cycle, with its own malthouse 

using local barley and local hops, and its cooperage obtaining local timber for its casks/kegs.

 

Cascade is steeped in tradition.  Its signature Cascade Pale Ale has been sold since 1832, albeit now with a reduced 

alcohol content.  Cascade also acquired another of Tasmania’s famous old brands , Mercury Cider, an alcoholic apple 

cider developed at Murrayfield, Glenorchy (Murdoch c1883).  The Cascade Brewery’s c1885 water intake site, the 

base of Strickland Falls on Hobart Rivulet, still features on Cascade Lager bottles and cans.  The company’s tradition 

of generosity with its beer continues.  During the Great Depression Hobart’s unemployed were granted a free Cascade 

every afternoon (Bingham 1991, p. 82).  Cascade tour guides tell the story of the bell next to the Main Brewery 

Building that until 1993 was rung four times a day to signal to staff the beginning of 15 minutes of free drinking.  A 

trace of that tradition survives, in that the bell still rings at 4pm Friday, signalling the end of work and the beginning of 

free imbibing.

 

Until its takeover by Carlton & United Breweries in 1993, Cascade relied on Tasmanian hops from the Derwent valley 

and barley grown on the north-west-coast.  For many decades it used Tasmanian timber for its casks, generally using 

blackwood staves (‘The Tasmanian Court’ 1894, p. 1; ‘Most up-to-date brewery’ 1927, p. 6).  These were split under 

contract in the bush using a knife called a froe and a wooden mallet called a tabby.  The brewery’s cooper would use 

steam to bend the staves into the iron framework of the cask.  The demand for blackwood staves would eventually 

disappear, as demand grew for a cold one, that is, the wooden cask would not withstand the additional pressure 

required to keep cold draught beer carbonated.  Nor could a wooden cask be sterilised, and this led to the 

development of the stainless steel cask in 1950 (Fosters Group Limited).  Yet for years Cascade resisted the change 

to steel containers, having large stocks of blackwood staves on hand ( ‘Our Industrial Roundsman’ 1950, p. 10).

 

Peter Degraves (1778–1852)

 

Jefferys calls Peter Degraves ‘Tasmania’s most successful liar’ (2011, p. 132), but he was also one of its great 

entrepreneurs.  There is no doubt of his creativity both as a self-promoter and as an engineer.  Legends of the 

founders are used to promote company culture.  It suited both Peter Degraves and the Cascade Brewery he founded 

to present him as a visionary, pioneering industrialist trained in engineering, architecture and the law (Bingham 1991, 

pp. 3–6).  As with fellow Van Diemen’s Land colonist George Meredith and ex-convicts William Field and David 

Gibson, Degraves’ forceful personality and shrewd eye for an opportunity overcame all opposition .  The foundation of 

this behaviour can be traced back to his origins in England and Scotland.  His father, Pierre De Gravers, was perhaps 

as much Dr Frankenstein as medical doctor, having once let a man go happily to his execution assured that he (De 

Gravers) could and would reanimate his corpse (Jefferys 2011, p. 15).  De Gravers appears to have moved his medical 

practice regularly to keep ahead of the consequences of quackery, bigamy and debt, a habit later assumed by his 

son Peter Degraves (a subtle distancing from his father’s name [Jefferys 2011, p. 21]).  Young Degraves exceeded his 

father as a self-promoter, cloaking himself in spurious educational and professional accomplishments ( Jefferys 2011, 

pp. 21–26).  Creditors followed him until not even the Outer Hebrides were a safe haven ( Jefferys 2011, p. 40).

 

Emigration with Hugh Mcintosh

 

In 1807 Degraves married Sophia Mcintosh, strengthening an acquaintance with her brother, his future business 

partner Hugh Mcintosh.  Jefferys describes Hugh Mcintosh as an ‘honourable mutineer’ (2011, p. 42).  This sums up 

an at first distinguished military career in India which almost ended in his execution for mutiny ( Jefferys 2011, p. 77). 

 Dishonourably discharged, Mcintosh returned to England in 1818 or 1819 ( Jefferys 2011, p. 81).  He had money, 

Degraves had ideas. Foremost in the latter’s escape plans was relocation to the antipodes in a private vessel with 

paying passengers and the elements of a sawmill.  The events that followed were straight out of the De 

Gravers/Degraves playbook of dubious use of other people’s funds .  Mcintosh bought an unseaworthy colonial trader, 

the teredo-worm-ridden Hope.  Emigrants whom Degraves hoodwinked into joining this leaky vessel lost their passage 

money when the Hope was forced into dock for repairs, necessitating their (the passengers’) engagement of a second 

vessel.  Meanwhile, Mcintosh received a payout from his insurer which further increased the pair’s working capital 

when the Hope eventually docked in Hobart Town (Jefferys 2011, p. 112).

 

Establishing a sawmill

 

Degraves and Mcintosh had the foresight to send Henry Pudney to Van Diemen’s Land in 1822 to check its potential 

for sawmilling. Pudney recommended a site at the Cascades where Hobart and Guy Fawkes Rivulets converged, 

providing a strong water supply (Stone 2025, p.37). Securing that site within their 2000-acre location and protecting 

the timber resource above it was the next problem. Prospective sawmillers George Stokell and Thomas Stace 

requested land above Degraves and Mcintosh on the former stream (Stokell to Arthur 1824) but were defeated by the 

partners’ protests to Lieutenant-Governor Arthur (Degraves and Mcintosh to Arthur 1824) and debt respectively (Stace 

to Arthur 1826). Meanwhile, Arthur, acting under instructions from Earl Bathurst, gave Degraves and Mcintosh the 
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services of three convict carpenters and one smith, together with rations, for the purpose of working the sawmill for six 

months.  The Degraves and Mcintosh families were to have rations for the same period ( Bathurst to Arthur 1823, pp. 

88‒89).  

 

Degraves battles Murray for the Cascade site

 

The ex-convict Robert Lathrop Murray also claimed that the Cascades site was within his adjoining location. However, 

Arthur had little time for Murray (‘a most unprincipled Character’) and objected to his land dealings during Sorell’s 

regime (Arthur to Under Secretary Horton, 14 September 1825, HRA, p.366). The dispute would not be settled until 

1834, when the Caveat Commissioners ruled that Murray should be compensated for losing the Cascades site (Stone 

2025, p.52). In the meantime, by September 1825 Degraves and Mcintosh were reportedly cutting timber with 

‘astonishing nicety and rapidity’ (‘Shipping intelligence’ 1825, p. 2).  It may have been Australia’s first sawmill 

(Dargavel 1988b, p. 19).  The Stace Sawmill, established soon after, eventually operated in other hands (‘Mr John 

Edward Cox’ 1828, p. 3; ‘Cascade Flour Mills’ 1837, p. 1).

 

Degraves gaoled for five years

 

In April 1826 Degraves’ old debts caught up with him and the sawmill was seized and offered for sale (Jefferys 2011, p. 

117).  Mcintosh and Degraves filed for insolvency, but the latter was arrested as a debtor and gaoled, emerging from 

prison only in July 1831 (‘Erection of the mill’ 1924, p. 10).   The sawmill had long since become an indispensable 

timber supplier to Hobart Town. In May 1828, for example, the timbers for John Lord’s wharf were sawn at the 

Degraves and Mcintosh mill (‘Domestic intelligence’ 1828, p. 43).     

 

Establishing the brewery

 

The true significance of securing the Cascades site became evident when Degraves and Mcintosh opened a brewery 

in 1832.  Having a constant supply of pure water gave them a big advantage over their downstream rivals on Hobart 

Rivulet, the common use of polluted water being one of the reasons that Australian beers had a bad reputation during 

the 19th century (Deutsher 2012, p. 5).  As early as 1833 the Cascades ale was said to be ‘of a nutritious and 

wholesome kind’, a description in keeping with the brewery’s modern advertising , in which the pure waters of Mount 

Wellington generally feature (Editorial 1833, p. 2).  Mcintosh, who had held the fort during Degraves’ incarceration, 

died in 1834, whereupon his family name disappeared from the Cascade Brewery story.  That would have suited 

Degraves, who was already rewriting his past and had sons eager to extend his legacy.  In the 1830s, however, 

Degraves was as well-known as a sawmiller, flour miller (Editorial 1836, p. 2), entrepreneur of the Theatre Royal 

(Bingham 1991, pp. 23–28), shipbuilder (Bingham 1991, pp. 34–35) and litigant over land and water rights as he was 

as a brewer.  Having probably escaped convict transportation by the skin of his teeth when convicted of theft in 1810 

(Jefferys 2011, pp. 30–31) and been a prisoner himself in Van Diemen’s Land, Degraves was now, ironically, in a 

position to benefit from convict labour.  The original sawmill was damaged by the action of government constables who 

destroyed Degraves’ dam in January 1835. He replaced it with a sawmill driven by a 40-foot waterwheel on an adjacent 

site  (Editorial 1836, p. 2). By 1844 he had two flour mills operating simultaneously, utilising the same water supply.

 

Consolidating the Cascades site

 

Given Degaves’s commanding location on Hobart Town Rivulet , the town’s major fresh water supply, it was inevitable 

that he clashed with the Crown over water rights.  A full discussion of that is included in Bingham (1991, pp. 21–23) 

but is beyond the scope of this assessment.  The important developments were that in 1830 Lieutenant-Governor 

Arthur had a covered race (the ‘Town Tunnel’) constructed to convey water from the Hobart Town Rivulet above 

Degraves and Mcintosh’s intake to supply Hobart Town.  Since Arthur had also diverted additional water into the rivulet 

above the level of the Springs, this did not noticeably reduce the amount of water available to the Cascade Mills. 

 Degraves later established a water race higher up Hobart Town Rivulet which conveyed water into a reservoir 

(‘Mountain Lake’) above the Cascade Mills as well as into the Town Tunnel.

 

Degraves was only officially granted his 2000 acres on Hobart Rivulet in 1836, his estate including 985 acres forfeited 

by Thomas Stace (Grant no.410, p. 540, 27 July 1836, RD1/1/1/P271 [TA]).  It did not include the site of Stace’s rival 

sawmill, which housed a flour mill by 1842 (‘Commissioner’s Office’ 1842, p. 4).  However, in 1843 Peter Degraves’ 

son Henry tried to shut down any potential future competition by buying the site and demolishing the mill (conveyance 

2/6751; ‘A Citizen’ 1844, p. 3), and in 1846 he bought the water right for the mill (conveyance 3/ 2011).

 

James Milne Wilson and William Gracie

 

An apocryphal story about the ‘notorious’ bushranger Nugget Brown , who in 1849 supposedly stopped a stage coach 

only to steal a keg of Cascade beer, served Cascade Brewery promotions in recent times (Carlton & United Breweries 

website; Deutsher 2012, p. 269).  In fact, it was only after Degraves’ death in 1852 that Cascade became the 
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predominant Hobart beer.  Degraves left the Cascade holdings to his sons, but it was his son-in-law and future 

Tasmanian premier James Milne Wilson who improved its reputation , especially with William Gracie as head brewer 

1856–72.  The Victorian gold rushes from 1851, followed by the Otago gold rushes from 1861 was probably boom time 

for the Cascade Mills, with great intercolonial demand for building timber, flour and beer.  By 1868 an increasing 

export market for beer demanded greater capacity, with Wilson’s brothers-in-law Charles and John Degraves building 

a malt house, malting kiln, offices and stores (‘Tasmanian industries’ 1868, p. 3).

 

The Pyrolignite Works

 

The Hobart Town Water Act (1860) vested Wellington, New Town and Hobart Town Rivulets in the City of Hobart 

Corporation as its sources of water supply, forbade illegal diversion or impoundment of these waters and provided 

penalties for the fouling of such waters.  This made for interesting times in 1864 when the Tasmanian Pyrolignite 

Company set up temporary works at the old Stace sawmill site above the Cascade Brewery.  The company distilled 

acetic acid from Tasmanian hardwoods to make dyes, solvents, creosote, charcoal and other products for the English 

market (‘Tasmanian Pyrolignite Company’ 1865, p. 3; Kellaway 1997, p. 68).  In May 1865 William Gracie complained 

to the Hobart Mayor that the water in Hobart Rivulet was discoloured and had a sour taste, which he attributed to a 

leak from the Pyrolignite Works (‘Municipal Council’ 1865, p. 2).  The City of Hobart Corporation sued the Pyrolignite 

Company, but the situation was defused when John Degraves sold his shipyard site to the latter for its permanent 

works (conveyance 5/4307).  Twelve retorts are believed to have been constructed at the Stace’s mill site , which after 

removal of the pyrolignite plant was burnt off to make sure no tar residue polluted the Hobart water supply (Kellaway 

1997, p. 68).  The Degraves family later bought the remaining part of the Stace mill site, preventing any further 

development above their brewery (conveyance 5/4645).

 

Charles (1812–74) and John Degraves (1814–80) take over

 

By the time operation of the brewery reverted to the Degraves brothers in 1872 New South Wales was dominating beer 

exports out of Hobart (Statistics for 1872, p. 25).  At this time the brothers replaced the old Cascade brewery with a 

four-storey structure which enabled the production of 500 to 600 hogsheads of beer per week, more than doubling the 

previous capacity (‘Tasmanian industries’ 1872, p. 2).  Such was the popularity of Cascade ale in Melbourne that one 

hotel in that city sold another beer under that name, forcing John Degraves to seek legal restraint ( ‘Tasmanian ale in 

Melbourne’ 1879, p. 3).

 

The Degraveses strengthened their fiscal position by judicious real estate investment.  In 1861 Charles Degraves 

owned the Britannia Hotel and had a modest real estate profile (Hobart Town Gazette 1861).  However, in the 1870s 

the Degraves estate grew to consist of 19 Hobart hotels, four other hotels in southern Tasmania, two rows of rental 

houses (7 and 12 houses respectively), plus 21 other properties across the south, including rental house, farms, 

shops and land (Hobart Town Gazette 1880).  Owning hotels was a way of shutting out the opposition and shoring up 

your own position.  At a time when most Tasmanian manufacturers struggled—hence the promulgation of the Act to 

Encourage Certain Manufactures in Tasmania (1869)—the Cascade Brewery had a firm financial basis and seems to 

have been thriving.

 

The tiger brand

 

At that time a new office and bottling facility raised on the Collins Street site in Hobart was crowned by a stone 

thylacine, this being ‘the well-known trademark of the “Cascade Brewery”’ (Nicholas 1879, p. 3) (THR #2240).  The 

adoption of the tiger as a brand so early, when the animal was widely regarded as a menace to wool-growers, is said 

to stem from a Cascade Brewery advertisement sketched c1870 by Australia’s first native-born landscape painter WC 

Piguenit (Bingham 1991, pp. 37 and 112 and 113).  John Gould’s thylacine lithograph in his 1863 book The mammals 

of Australia provided inspiration for later Cascade Brewery artwork (Bingham 1991, p. 112).  The adoption of the tiger 

fitted in with Cascade’s natural mountain origins and gave the brewery an unmistakably Tasmanian identity .  Cascade 

appears to have been one of the earliest companies to adopt the now ubiquitous thylacine as a brand motif.

 

The Cascade Brewery Company monopolises Hobart and the south

 

The Degraves brothers never married and produced no children to carry on the family business.  In 1882 Melbourne 

accountant John Wemyss Syme, Bendigo gentleman Charles Chapman and Hawthorn gentleman James Aikman 

bought the 4698-acre Cascade Estate from the Degraves’ trustees (conveyance 36/113) and floated the Cascade 

Brewery Company.  Equipped with the Degraves real estate portfolio (transfer no.5523), it was said to be Tasmania’s 

second-largest company after the Tasmanian Main Line Railway Company (‘Local industries’ 1884, p. 2).  The 

company paid dividends with monotonous regularity for the next 70 years with only a few lapses such as during the 

Great Depression and in 1952, when the government restricted credit.  Even as Tasmanian beer production increased, 

rationalisation of the industry took place, with only the biggest and best-capitalised surviving.  The number of 

Tasmanian breweries declined from 36 in 1859 to 18 two decades later and only 6 in 1899 (Statistics of Tasmania, 
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1860, 1890, 1900). Cascade bought out three rivals in one hit, giving it a monopoly in Hobart.  It was now easily the 

biggest Tasmanian brewery, representing 90% of southern Tasmanian production and more than half the total 

Tasmanian beer production (Stubbs 2013, p. 271).  It was also one of the largest property owners in the colony.  At a 

time when there were 391 licensed premises in Tasmania (Statistics of Tasmania for 1884, p. 281), the brewery 

company was said to have a freehold or leasehold interest in 100 of them ( ‘Local industries’ 1884, p. 2), giving it a 

large say in the trade.  In 1886 Cascade also diversified into non-alcoholic drinks, establishing a factory next to 

Cascade House (Woodstock) (Bingham 1991, pp. 52–53).

 

Reporting on Cascade in 1894, Melbourne journalist ‘The Vagabond’ [John Stanley James] called it the most 

beautifully situated brewery in the world.  He was impressed by its massive stone walls, blue-gum posts and head 

brewer Thomas Todd’s house (Mount Todd), which was ‘an eyrie on the hillside above the brewery, the sort of place a 

Switzer might inhabit’.  James recorded a tame emu wandering peacefully in Syme’s yard and the custom of ringing of 

the bell four times a day to signal free beer to the workers: ‘the hands all flock in with their billies, and each man has 

his pint of beer, which he drinks as he smokes …’ (‘The Vagabond’ 1894, p. 20).

 

The Cascade estate as an informal pleasure ground

 

The Cascade estate extended from the brewery up the slopes of Mount Wellington .  It was not a pleasure ground in 

the formal sense of having ‘Gardenesque’-style gardens or bandstands and fountains (Ramsay 2007, p. 13), but it was 

Hobart’s wild backyard.  The estate contained one built feature which was of great interest to visual artists by the 

1880s: Peter Degraves’ Mountain Lake reservoir.  At a time when Hobart photographers competed to sell albums of 

views to tourists, the likes of Samuel Clifford and Henry Hall Baily shot reflections of the snowy Mount Wellington 

Organ Pipes on this body of water.  Landscape painter Haughton Forrest, who lived near the Cascades but only 

painted from his studio, produced ‘Ridgeway Reservoir’ from one of the photos.  A ‘Mountain Lake’ image by Anson 

Brothers or by their landscape photographer JW Beattie was included in the set of Tasmanian landscape postage 

stamps issued in 1899—another publicity coup for the brewery (Haygarth 2008, pp. 20–23, 61).

 

Illuminated tea gardens established by Theo Lipscombe on Cascade land at the brewery tram stop (this is now 

Cascade Park, owned by the City of Hobart) (‘Cascade Tea Gardens’ 1894, p. 2; ‘Clackery’ 1894, p. 2) enabled 

comfortable indulgence in late-19th-century ‘fern mania’ (Bonyhady 2000, pp. 102–12).  The slopes of Mount 

Wellington offered the chance for people to fully immerse themselves in nature , building their own getaways with the 

permission of the owner and payment of a peppercorn rental.  The hut builders benefited from the tracks created by 

earlier logging operations.  Like some of the early shelters in the Cataract Gorge Reserve (THR # 11817), the Mount 

Wellington weekenders looked as if they may have been adapted from a catalogue for Victorian rustic summer 

houses.  They were usually comprised of bush poles, bark or shingle roofs, bark or slab walls and had accompanying 

arbours, arches, bridges and tree-fern grottoes.  These features were both an expression of ‘fern mania’ and of the 

Arts and Crafts Movement.  (A less ornate example of this ‘rustic’ architecture still exists at Cradle Mountain in the 

form of the replica Waldheim Chalet).  These huts may have been built regardless of land tenure, but the Cascade 

Brewery seems to have taken an active interest in them, with some of its employees building Old Log Hut in 1890 

(Grist 2018, p. 115), Black Snake Camp in 1891 and Old Mill Cabin c1892 (Grist 2018, pp. 12–13).  The brewery 

company even built a ‘bush hut’ as part of its display at the 1894 Tasmanian International Exhibition (‘Tasmanian 

International Exhibition’ 1894, p. 1) and in the following year posted a reward for the conviction of hut arsonists 

(‘Miscellaneous’ 1895, p. 3).  Courtland Oakes, who was appointed ranger of the Cascade Estate in 1916, is said to 

have done the rounds of the huts collecting a one-shilling-per-week rent (Grist 2018, p. 6) but most of the huts are 

believed to have perished in bushfires by the 1920s.  In 1929 Cascade transferred 1030 acres including most of the 

former hut sites to the City of Hobart Corporation’s Wellington Park (‘Mountain Park’ 1929, p. 8).

 

Improvements in the 1920s

 

Waterwheels drove machinery at Cascade for almost a century , long after some Tasmanian businesses had 

established their own hydro-electric power schemes.Presumably the company preferred to wait for a connection to the 

State Electricity Grid. Meanwhile Cascade completed its domination of Tasmanian brewing in 1922 when it acquired 

the manufacturing interests of J Boag and Son.  It formed a wholly-owned subsidiary of Cascade, Tasmanian 

Breweries Pty Ltd, to operate both Boags and Cascade Breweries (Bingham 1991, pp. 64–65).  Production 

efficiencies were achieved five years later when the main brewery building received its Classical wedding -cake-style 

makeover.  Head brewer Franics De Bavay supervised the installation of a Swiss-manufactured Nathan brewing plant 

which necessitated construction of two new floors above the existing three floors of the brewery building (Bingham 

1991, p. 79).  He was general manager 1933–53 (Bingham 1991, p. 79).  

 

1967 bushfire

 

The Black Tuesday bushfires that devastated Hobart and southern Tasmania burnt out three -quarters of the Cascade 

complex.  Malthouse foreman Ken Gorman died during the fire while being evacuated by car. The damaged malting 
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plant was repaired so that operations recommenced only 20 days after the fire. The roofs of all the stone buildings 

were destroyed, but all were restored except for the old stone store at the cordial factory which had previously been a 

stable—this building was demolished (Bingham 1991, p. 94).  Brewing recommenced 56 days after the fire and 

bottling beer recommenced after 92 days. Although beer supply was not interrupted, it took 27 months and an 

insurance claim for $2.5 million to recover or replace all facilities (Bingham 1991, p. 94).

 

The end of monopolisation

 

Bingham (1991, pp. 204–08) claims that Cascade owned 128 different pubs through its history, including 14 in 

Launceston, plus one at each of St Helens, Burnie and Devonport.  Monopolisation and the tied-house system ceased 

in the 1970s, being recharacterized as anti-competitive behaviour (Bingham 1991, pp. 96–97). In 1984 Industrial Equity 

Ltd acquired the century-old Cascade Brewery Company. In 1989 the company opened the Woodstock Reception 

Centre and recommenced brewery tours after a long hiatus, with a Cascade Museum being opened at Woodstock in 

the following year. In 1993 Carlton & United Breweries (CUB) bought the Cascade Brewery and Cascade Beverages 

(previously Cascade Cordials). CUB invested $5 million in re-developing Woodstock as a tourism centre, hoping to 

rival the Guinness factory in Ireland.  At that time the company claimed that Cascade and Boags’ premium beers 

were the second and third most popular in the country behind Crown Lager.  Fosters Group Executive Vice-President 

James King reportedly attributed the success of Cascade’s premium beer to ‘heritage’ , ‘Tasmanianness’ and good 

water quality (Paine 2001, pp. 1–2 and 16).  Corporate takeovers continued, with CUB being acquired by SAB Miller 

(2011), then by Anhauser Busch- Inbev (ABI) (2016) and Asahi (2020). In 2011 CUB sold the Cascade Cordials and 

Fruit Juices brand to Coca Cola Amatil, who now manufacture these lines interstate (Creese 2024, 2025).

 

 

 

Comparative analysis:

 

Rarity: Businesses still operating on the same site

 

Very few existing Tasmanian businesses have operated on the same site for longer than the Cascade Brewery .  The 

brewery, established in 1832, still operates at the site of Peter Degraves’ 1824 sawmill.  The Hope and Anchor 

Hotel (THR #2427) in Hobart was licensed by 1818 and is said to stand on the site of the 1807 hotel known as the 

Whale Fishery.  The Bush Inn (THR #1261) at New Norfolk is said to have been built in 1815 and operated as a hotel 

since 1825.  VDL Farms (the present name of the Van Diemen’s Land Company or VDL Co) has farmed Woolnorth 

since 1827 but the VDL Co originally set up its buildings at Woolnorth Harbour , moving to the present settlement site 

in the 1840s.  CT Smith/AG Webster/Webster Limited, established as a grain store in Hobart in 1831, still operates 

its business in Tasmania and New South Wales but has occupied a variety of sites in the interim .  The Tasmanian 

Flour Mills complex (THR 12050) in Launceston includes buildings from c1840 onwards but the flour mill was only 

established there in 1907–08.  The present-day Boag & Son Brewery Complex (THR #11878) in Launceston has a 

similar evolution to Cascade.  Brewing began on the site by 1830 with the Cornwall Brewery, James Boag becoming 

involved as head brewer by 1853.

 

Class of place: Tasmanian industrial complexes

 

The Cascade Brewery is one of Tasmania’s oldest and most complete industrial complexes .  Elements surviving from 

various periods such as parts of founder Peter Degraves’ 1830s house, the 1868 former Malthouse building, the 1872 

brewery building (with 1927 extensions), the archaeological site of the head brewer’s residence, four mid-20th-century 

staff cottages and 1967 rebuilding after fire damage show the evolution of the complex over almost 200 years.  Most 

facets of beer production are demonstrated by these buildings.

 

Similarly, the Boag & Son Brewery Complex (THR #11878) demonstrates a long evolution in beer production, 

including the 1840s Raven & Gaunt Steam Mill, the c1875 Harrap Store, the 1880s Marine Board Building, the 1882 

Monds Store, the 1887 Malt Kiln, 1908 Federation conjoined houses and 20th-century Esplanade facades (1905 

Offices and Cellar, 1907 Store and Cellar, 1950 Bottle Store and Despatch Department).  In a similar and parallel 

evolution to the Cascade Brewery, brewing began on the Boag site by 1830, and continues there to this day.

 

The Launceston Gasworks site (THR #4205) demonstrates aspects of gas production and management over the 

period 1858 to c1990, including the 1931 vertical retorts, horizontal retorts, the 1956 carburettor water gas plant, 

gasholders, the governor building, engineer’s quarters, an administration building, metre shop, workshop and guard 

house.

 

The Launceston Railway Workshops (THR #4400) was one of the largest government enterprises outside of Hobart 

but had no management or administrative component except for a pay office .  The registered buildings demonstrate 

most facets of railway track and rolling stock building and maintenance across almost a century (ammunition was 
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also manufactured here during World War Two).  These include the 1870s carpenters’ group and paint shop group of 

buildings; the c1875 signalman’s cabin; the c1885 traverser alley; c1890s fibreglass shop group of buildings; the 1911 

blacksmith’s shop; 1911 tramsheds; former pay office; the 1920s substation and compressor house; the 1922 

roundhouse (turntable and roundhouse foundations only); c1923 main workshop; the 1930s sheet panel and wheel 

shop group of buildings; c1939 weighbridge; c1940 precision tool annexe; c1940s foundry; c1940s battery shed; 

c1940s amenities building; c1940s shell annexe; and the c1951 diesel workshop.

 

Patons & Baldwins (THR #11824) is the largest complex of industrial buildings in Launceston.  The site 

demonstrates both production and administration functions.  The 1922+ main factory building with 1960s sawtooth 

extensions, smaller factory building, former administration offices, 1931 reinforced concrete water tower, 1941 

recreation hall.  The company operated here 1924–97.

 

The Tasmanian Flour Mills (THR #12050) site was not taken up for flour milling until 1908 but features a suite of 

older buildings repurposed for flour milling, storage and sales as well as several structures built during the last 116 

years.  In the first category are the c1840s HMA Building, c1848 Taylors Building (façade only), c1850s Kitchen 

Building and c1860 Hart Building or Front Store.  Those structures purpose built for flour milling include the 1907–08 

Mill Building, the 1923 Mill Store, the former 1924 offices (façade only), the c1934 Store and Sales Office and the 

Silos Building.  All aspects of flour production, storage and sales are demonstrated representing more than a century 

on the site and technological change during that period.

 

The Waverley Woollen Mills (THR #11586, heritage survey only) site is said to feature the ruin of the original c1874 

water mill which powered the site, plus a range of later buildings on either side of a central alley and a substantial 

brick chimney.  Major structures include a c1930s administration building and a sawtooth factory building.  The 

buildings represent the production of woollen garments over a period of 150 years.

 

The Tasmania Gold Mine site and Beaconsfield Mine and Heritage Centre (THR #5674) has a wide range of 

structures from the original mine operation 1877–1914 (the Grubb and Hart Shaft Buildings, the Boiler House and the 

c1904 Mine Office Building, early sections only) as well as features from the more recent phase of mining 1999–2012 

(the Hart Shaft headframe, Change Rooms, other sheds and Mine Yard).  Archaeological sites such as the 1880s 

Main Shaft, the Easton, Anderson and Goolden Pumping and Engine House site and the Drainage Union Shaft also 

help to demonstrate the evolution of a significant gold mine over a long period, including changes in mining technique 

and technology during this time.

 

 

 

 

References:

 

‘A Citizen’ 1844, ‘The water question’, Courier, 19 November 1844, p. 3.

 

Assessment rolls 1861, Hobart Town Gazette, 22 January 1861, p. 103; 8 February 1861, pp. 255, 260, 293, 305; 23 

March 1861, p. 559.

 

Assessment rolls 1880, Hobart Town Gazette, 5 October 1880, pp. 974–75; 16 November 1880, p. 1111; 7 December 

1880, pp. 1233–34, 1237–39, 1243, 1247–49, 1255, 1256, 1258, 1262–63, 1265–66, 1271, 1278, 1284–85, 1287, 

1289, 1294, 1300, 1303.

 

Bathurst, Lord, to Lieutenant-Governor George Arthur 1823, Historical Records of Australia, Series III, vol.IV, Library 

Committee of the Commonwealth Parliament, Melbourne, 1921, 2 October 1823, pp. 88‒89.

 

Bingham, Mike 1991, Cascade: a taste of history, Cascade Brewery Company, Hobart.

 

Bonyhady, Tim 2000, The colonial earth, Melbourne University Press.

 

Carlton & United Breweries website, accessed 6 May 2024. 

https://cub.com.au/cascade-pale-ale-celebrates-190-years/

 

‘Cascade Flour Mills’ 1837, Bent’s News and Tasmanian Three-Penny Register, 21 January 1837, p. 1.

 

‘Cascade Tea Gardens’ 1894, Mercury, 14 November 1894, p. 2.

 

‘Clackery’ 1894, Clipper, 15 December 1894, p. 2.

 

Page 12 of 15Report Date: Monday, October 27, 2025  



Collins, David, Lieutenant-Governor, to Lord Hobart, 4 March 1804, Historical Records of Australia, Series III, vol.1, 

Library Committee of the Commonwealth Parliament, Melbourne, 1921, p. 232.

 

‘Commissioner’s Office’ 1842, Launceston Advertiser, 12 May 1842, p. 4.

 

Creese, Chris 2024 and 2025, various emails.

 

‘CUB Cascade: new offices’ 1997, Mercury, 9 May 1997, pp. 41 and 43.

 

Dargavel, John 1988a, ‘Convicts and commercial cutters’, in Sawing, selling & sons: histories of Australian timber 

firms (ed. John Dargavel), Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies, Canberra, pp. 3–8.

 

Dargavel, John 1988b, ‘The first sawmills’, in Sawing, selling & sons: histories of Australian timber firms (ed. John 

Dargavel), Centre for Resource and Environmental Studies, Canberra, pp. 19–22.

 

Degraves, Peter and MacIntosh, Hugh, to Arthur, George 1824, 25 November 1824, CSO 1/2037.

 

Deutsher, Keith M 2012, The breweries of Australia: a history, Beer & Brewer Meia Pty Ltd, Glebe, NSW.

 

‘Domestic intelligence’ 1828, Colonial Advocate and Tasmanian Monthly Review and Register , 1 May 1828, p. 43.

 

Editorial 1833, Colonist and Van Diemen’s Land Commercial and Agricultural Advertiser , 1 March 1833, p. 2.

 

Editorial 1836, Hobart Town Courier, 13 May 1836, p .2.

 

‘Erection of the mill’ 1924, Mercury, 12 April 1924, p. 10.

 

‘Fine arts’ 1882, Tasmanian, 4 February 1882, p. 122.

 

‘Fire at the Cascade Brewery’, Mercury, 2 August 1884, p. 2.

 

Fosters Group Limited website, Brewing in Australia, was once listed at 

fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer/brewing_in_australia.htm. The document is no longer available.

 

Grist, Maria 2018, The huts of Kunanyi/Mount Wellington, the People’s Library, Hobart.

 

Grist, Maria 2024, email 23 May 2024.

 

Haygarth, Nic 2008, ‘Booming Tasmania: how the Anson/Beattie photographic studio sold the island and itself 

1880–1901’, State Library of Tasmania Research Fellowship.

 

‘Hobart Town police report’ 1840, Colonial Times, 13 October 1840, p. 6.

 

‘Inquest’, Mercury, 6 August 1884, p. 3.

 

Jefferys, Gregory 2011, ‘Hugh MacIntosh and Peter Degraves: the story of an officer and a gentleman’, Master of 

History thesis, University of Tasmania.

 

Kellaway, Roger 1997, ‘The Battery Point Pyrolignite Works 1866–68’, in Papers and proceedings of the conference 

Hobart’s history: the first two hundred years, Professional Historians Association of Tasmania, Hobart, pp. 68–77.

 

‘Local industries’ 1884, Mercury, 1 January 1884, p. 2.

 

‘Miscellaneous’ 1895, Mercury, 13 March 1895, p. 3.

 

‘Most up-to-date brewery’ 1927, Huon Times, 9 December 1927, p. 6.

 

‘Mountain Park’ 1929, Mercury, 20 December 1929, p. 8.

 

‘Mr John Edward Cox’ 1828, Hobart Town Courier, 4 October 1828, p. 3.

 

‘Municipal Council’ 1865, Hobart Town Advertiser, 27 May 1865, p. 2.

 

Page 13 of 15Report Date: Monday, October 27, 2025  



Murdoch, Mary c1983, Notes (Glenorchy City Council).

 

Nicholas, Alfred 1879, ‘Mr John Barleycorn at his home in the south’, Launceston Examiner, 13 November 1879, p. 3.

 

‘Our Industrial Roundsman’ 1950, ‘Blackwood beer barrels may become museum pieces’, Mercury, 20 June 1950, p. 

10.

 

Paine, Michelle 2001, ‘Cascade rolls out a $5 million upgrade’, Mercury, 15 February 2001, p. 1.

 

‘Police report’ 1835, True Colonist Van Diemen’s Land Political Dispatch and Agricultural and Commercial Advertiser , 

8 January 1835, p. 3.

 

Ramsay, Juliet 2007, Inventory of heritage gardens and parklands, Australia, ICOMOS-IFLA International Scientific 

Committee for Cultural Landscapes, accessed 7 May 2024.  Inventory of Heritage Gardens and Parklands, Australia - 

Icomos (yumpu.com)

 

Ratcliff, Eric 2015, A far microcosm: building and architecture in Van Diemen’s Land and Tasmania 1803–1914, 

Fullers Bookshop and Foot & Playsted, Hobart.

 

Ryan, Lyndall 2012, Tasmanian Aborigines: a history since 1803, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.

 

‘Shipping intelligence’ 1825, Hobart Town Gazette, 10 September 1825, p. 2.

 

Stace, Thomas, to Arthur, George 1826, 26 June 1826, CSO1/457.

 

Statistics for 1860, House of Assembly Paper  25/1861.

 

Statistics for 1872, House of Assembly Paper 1/1873.

 

Statistics for the year 1900, Parliamentary Paper 38/1901.

 

Statistics of Tasmania for 1884, Parliamentary Paper 1/1885.

 

Statistics of Tasmania for 1890, Parliamentary Paper 150/1891.

 

Stokell, George, to Arthur, George 1824, 25 November 1824, CSO 1/2037.

 

Stone, Martin 2024, Phone conversation 28 May 2024.

 

Stone, Martin 2025, ‘The Cascade forest wars’, Papers and proceedings of the Tasmanian Historical Research 

Association, vol.72, no.1, April 2025, pp.35–55.

 

Stubbs, Brett J 2013, Very good beer and ale: breweries and brewers of Tasmania 1820s to 1930s, Tankard Books, 

East Lismore, NSW.

 

‘Swan River’ 1829, Hobart Town Courier, 14 August 1829, p. 3.

 

‘Tasmanian ale in Melbourne’ 1879, Mercury, 1 July 1879, p. 3.

 

‘Tasmanian industries’ 1868, Tasmanian Times, 18 June 1868, p. 3.

 

‘Tasmanian industries’ 1872, Mercury, 1 October 1872, p. 2.

 

‘Tasmanian International Exhibition’ 1894, Mercury, 8 December 1894, p. 1.

 

‘Tasmanian Pyrolignite Company’ 1865, Mercury, 23 May 1865, p. 3.

 

‘The oldest brewery in Australia’ 1937, Mercury, 12 May 1937, p. 3.

 

‘The Tasmanian Court’ 1894, Mercury, 8 December 1894, p. 1.

 

‘The Vagabond’ (John Stanley James), ‘Commercial: Hobart’, Leader, 6 October 1894, supplement, p. 20.

 

Page 14 of 15Report Date: Monday, October 27, 2025  



Wellington Park Management Trust 2023, Historic heritage significance of the kunanyi/Mount Wellington huts, the 

Trust, Hobart.

 

‘Yeast’ 1837, Tasmanian, 17 November 1837, p. 1.

Page 15 of 15Report Date: Monday, October 27, 2025  



CPR
11589Date Registered:PREPARED BY

HERITAGE TASMANIA

No. PRODUCTION / AMENDMENT AUTHORITY REFERENCE DRAWN APPROVED DATE
TASMAP: GRID: DATUM: CONTOUR INTERVAL:

0 10050
m

1:5,000SCALE

Lot 1

HOBART - 5225 MGA94 / ZONE 55 AHD N/A

1 Production THC 12122 AW

Locality Plan
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1. Lots 1 to 7 represent the registered boundary for 'Cascade Brewery & mills sites',

# 12122 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lots 1 to 3 & 5 to 7 are the partial parcel of FR 252507/1. Lot 4 is the partil parcel of 252507/1 & 161768/1.
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FR 252507/1

Cascade Brewery & mills sites
2 Strickland Avenue,

127, 131, 140 & 142 Cascade Road, 
South Hobart

Lot 1
Main Brewery site
Lot 2
Woodstock, Gardens & 
Cordial/ Cider Factory
Lot 3
Old stone store
Lot 4
Mountain Lake & its pipeline
Lot 5
Nineteenth-century
staff housing
Lot 6
Water intake & race
Lot 7
Head Brewer house site

Key

Lot 2

Lot 3

Lot 4

Lot 5

Lot 6

Lot 7

Strickland Avenue

Cascade Road

Old Farm RoadFR 252507/1

FR 252507/1

FR 252507/1

FR 
252507/1

FR 252507/1

FR 233264/1

FR 161768/1

FR 161768/1

FR 252507/1

B.TOROSSI 18.6.25

23.6.25

2 Amendment THC 12122 AW E.FRANKHAM 15.10.25
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See page 3 

Cascade Brewery & mills sites

9. The gardens    11. Mountain Lake & pipeline

Key

11

12. Water intake & race
13. Nineteenth-century staff housing
14. Nineteenth-century staff housing
15. Mount Todd, head brewer house site
16. Old stone store
17. Hobart Town Tunnel

Features of High Significance

Archaelogical sites of high significance

9

12
13

14

15

16 17

Features 1 - 8 & 10 to be found on page 3 (detail)
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Locality Plan
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2

Cascade Brewery & mills sites

1. Main Brewery Building (Ale Brewery)    6. Cellar 3 (Storage Tank Building)
2. Former Malthouse 7. Cellar 4 (Storage Tank Building)
3. Refrigeration Plant Building 8. Cascade Bar/ Woodstock Reception Centre
4. The Gateposts and the Yard 10. Cascade Cordials and Cider Factory
5. Cellar 2 (Fementer Room)

Key Features of High Significance (detail)

1

3

4
56

7 8

10

Casc
ade Road
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Cascade Brewery & mills sites

Point & boundary description 
- Lots 5, 6 & 7

Lot 5

F
E

B A

Lot 6

Lot 5

Lot 7

A. North west corner of cyclone fence.
A-B. Western face of cyclone fence.
B. South west corner of cyclone fence.
B-C. Straight line.
C. Intersect of prolongation A-B & title boundary.
D. Intersect of 523560E & title boundary.
D-E. Straight line.
E. Intersect of south bank of Guy Fawkes

Rivulet & 523560E.
E-F. South bank of  Guy Fawkes Rivulet.
F. Intersect of prolongation A-B &

Guy Fawkes Rivulet.

B

A

A B
CD

C

D

A-B.  Centreline of original water intake
 race plus 1m buffer either side.

Old Farm
Road

Lot 6

Lot 7
A. 523590E, 5250700N approx.
A-B. Straight line.
B. 523611E, 5250694N approx.
B-C. Straight line.
C. 523607E, 5250676N approx.
C-D. Straight line.
D. 523586E, 5250682N approx.
D-A. Straight line.

4114 m2

2301 m2

385 m 2
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p.p. Surveyor General:
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Cascade Brewery & mills sites

Point & boundary description - Lots 1 & 2
1. Main Brewery Building (Ale Brewery) 6. Cellar 3 (Storage Tank Building)
2. Former Malthouse 7. Cellar 4 (Storage Tank Building)
3. Refrigeration Plant Building 8. Cascade Bar/ Woodstock Reception Centre
4. The Gateposts and the Yard 10. Cascade Cordials and Cider Factory
5. Cellar 2 (Fementer Room)

H

A. South west corner of Cellar 4 (storage tank building).
B. South east corner of Cellar 4 (storage tank building).
C. Intersect with title boundary.
D. North east corner of title 252507/1.
E. Intersect of F-G prolongation.
F. North east corner of building (Canning/ Storage Plant).
G. South east corner of building (Canning/ Storage Plant).
H. Intersect of north east corner of former malthouse

and building.

C

G

F

Lot 1

D

A B

E

Lot 1

Lot 2

A-B. Southern face of Cellar 4 (storage tank building).
B-C. Prolongation of A-B.
C-D. Title boundary.
D-E. Title boundary.
E-F. Prolongation of F-G.
F-G. Eastern face of building.
G-H. Southern face of building.
H-A. External face of buildings 1 to 7.

Lot 2 A. North east corner of title 252507/1.
B. Corner node of title 252507/1.
B-C. Straight line.
C. South west corner of building.
C-D. Outside face of building.
D. North east corner of building.
D-E. Straight line.
E. South east corner of Cordial & Cider Factory.
E-F. Outside face of 1836 sandstone building.
F. Intersect
G. Corner node of title 252507/1.
G-H. Prolongation of F-G.
H. Intersect of prolongation with title 60347/1.

A

B

C
DEF

GH
1.76 ha
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Locality Plan
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2

D

Cascade Brewery & mills sites

Point & boundary description 
- Lots 3 & 4

Lot 4

A. South east corner of title 252507/1 (PID 5591364).
A-B. Title boundary.
B. Southern gate post accessing cordial factory.
B-C. Straight line.
C. North west corner of modern cordial factory building.
C-D. Outside face of modern building.
D. South west corner of modern cordial factory building.
D-A. Straight line.

F

C

E

B

ALot 3

Lot 3

Lot 4 A

B
C
D

A. Intersect of cast iron pipe & building.
A-B. Centreline of cast iron pipe plus

1m buffer either side.
B. Intersect of cast iron pipe & Mountain

 Lake Reservoir boundary.
C. 523900E, 5250200N approx.
C-D. Straight line.
D. 523900E, 5250183N approx.
D-E. Straight line.
E. 523825E, 5250183N approx.
E-F. Straight line.
F. 523825E, 5250200N approx.

Sm
ith

ur
st

Av
en

ue

Strickland Avenue

4763 m2
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