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Location Addresses Title References Property Id

The c.1830s portion of Manilla from the east, 

looking from the garden.
© NRE Feb 2025

The c.1830s portion’s south-east side, with 

sub-basement windows visible.
© NRE Feb 2025

The garden-facing central entry door, with its fine 

door-case of sandstone.
© NRE Feb 2025

Northern corner of the garden-facing elevation.
© NRE Feb 2025
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Manilla from the west, looking across Elboden 

Street.  Norfolk Island pine visible behind house.
© NRE Nov 2024

Manilla from the south-west.
© NRE Nov 2024

c.1830s central hallway, looking towards entry 

door.
© NRE Feb 2025

c.1830s interior, with fine timber-framed windows 

and joinery.
© NRE Feb 2025

c.1830s kitchen fireplace in the sub-basement, 

with the dumb-waiter enclosure to its right.
© NRE Oct 2015

c.1830s fireplace in one of the main 

garden-facing rooms, reportedly ‘marbleised’ in 

the 1990s.
© NRE Feb 2015
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undated: ‘Helen Power at home in Hobart’.
UTas Archives DX18/93: 103 | H.P.P | 8886

c.1965: ‘3 Elboden Street, South Hobart’
Archives of Tasmania NS1298/1/2122

Statement of Significance: 

The sandstone-walled and oldest portion of the house at ‘Manilla’ was completed and inhabited by the mid -1830s. It is a good 

example of a medium-size dwelling built during Tasmania’s early colonial period . Manilla was the home of a series of the 

colony’s notable residents during that period, and these included William Davidson (1804–1837), Edward Johnstone Manley 

(1812–1879), and Henry Dobson (1841–1918). A number of additions and alterations have been made to the house across the 

later 19th and early 20th centuries to accommodate the differing requirements of its succession of owners , yet the initially-built 

and city-facing portion of the house is still clearly discernible. This sandstone-walled portion of the house retains its original 

form and spatial arrangement – including sub-basement rooms for convict servants – and has a high level of integrity. Manilla 

has a special association with the Tasmanian poet Helen Power (1870–1957). Helen Power lived at Manilla from 1912 until the 

mid 1950s, and her time there coincided with periods during which her work demonstrated great creativity. Her years at this 

place contributed significantly to her productive life.

(non-statutory summary)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

The oldest sandstone-walled portion of the house at ‘Manilla’ is a good example of a medium-size house built during 

Tasmania’s early colonial period. It was completed and inhabited by the mid-1830s. During the 19th century, Manilla 

was the home of a number of the colony’s notable residents – including William Davidson (1804–1837), Edward 

Johnstone Manley (1812–1879), and Henry Dobson (1841–1918). A number of additions and alterations were made to 

the house across the later decades of the 19th century and during the early 20th century to accommodate the 

differing requirements of its evolving series of owners. Despite these changes, the initially-built and city-facing portion 

of the house is still clearly discernible. Manilla is situated in a city-fringe precinct of South Hobart within which many 

extant 19th-century houses incorporate the best-quality materials that were available at the time of their construction. 

During the early colonial period this was a prestigious area in which to live, and Manilla is a good example of a house 

constructed during that period which demonstrates a phase and a process of some importance in the history of 

Tasmania.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

No Data Recorded

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

No Data Recorded

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.
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d)

The house at Manilla is a good representative example of a free-standing early colonial-period residence that displays 

aspirations to architectural quality. The characteristics of a house of this type which Manilla still demonstrates 

include its: - external walls of high-quality sandstone ashlar, of which the garden-facing elevation displays a fine 

sparrow-pecked and margined finish together with other intact and fine decorative features; - wide central hallway 

between the entry door and a terminating transverse staircase; and - two room sub-basement, comprising servants’ 

sleeping quarters together with a kitchen containing a large fireplace and adjacent remnants of a dumb-waiter for 

conveying food to the rooms in the house above. The sandstone-walled portion of the house retains its original form 

and spatial arrangement, and has a high level of integrity. Its garden-facing (and city-facing) façade is particularly fine, 

with the other elevations finished more plainly and with less refinement. Later additions to the house – particularly 

those constructed from the early 20th century onwards – can be clearly discerned as differing from its c .1830s 

portions.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

No Data Recorded

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

No.3 Elboden Street (‘Manilla’) in South Hobart is significant for its association with the Tasmanian-born poet 

(Marguerite) Helen Power (1870–1957), who lived there from 1912 until the mid 1950s. The span of years during which 

Helen Power lived at Manilla contributed significantly to her productive life, and coincides with periods during which 

her work demonstrated great creativity. From 1917 to 1943, on four evenings a week in her sitting-room at Manilla, 

Helen conducted classes and literary talks on contemporary American , European and British writers. Four of Helen 

Power’s poems are included in a mid-1980s anthology titled Effects of light: the poetry of Tasmania. Its editors Vivian 

Smith and Margaret Scott (1985, p. iii) noted their hope that the anthology, which includes work by a total of 59 

named poets, would ‘show the evolution of a kind of poetry that is not simply representative of broad [Australian] 

trends and phases, but peculiarly Tasmanian.’

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

Manilla is located approximately 1½ km to the south-west of Hobart’s city centre, within a precinct of inner-suburban 

South Hobart that is characterised by substantial allotment sizes and gardens.  Surrounding houses are primarily 

large in scale and two storeys in height, with many of those houses constructed during the second half of the 19th 

century or early decades of the 20th century.  In 1969 the construction of the nearby arterial road known as the 

‘Southern Outlet’ severed the historic connection of Elboden Street with Fitzroy Crescent and Fitzroy Gardens     

 (CoH 2019).

 

Page 4 of 12Report Date: Wednesday, July 2, 2025  

http://heritage.tas.gov.au/works-and-development
mailto:enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au


Description:

Manilla is a property which contains a large free-standing house sited close to its boundary along Elboden Street.  

The property’s garden, to the north-east of the house, contains a very large mature Norfolk Island pine tree      

(Araucaria heterophylla).  

 

The house consists of one and two-storey portions, and clearly demonstrates the multi-stage nature of its 

construction.  

 

FEATURES OF HIGHEST HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

 

• c.1830s single storey portion, with external walls of unpainted sandstone ashlar and a hipped roof clad with 

pre-painted corrugated steel.  There is a two-room sub-basement along this portion’s south-east side. Within the roof 

volume are large attic rooms with windows in a skillion-roofed dormer.  The north-east elevation, which faces the 

garden – and also, in the distance, Hobart’s city centre – is a symmetrical arrangement containing two pairs of 

windows to the left and to the right of a central doorway.  Behind this doorway is a wide hall that terminates in a 

staircase set out parallel to the house’s garden façade.  The timber-framed windows in this portion of the house have 

splayed inner reveals which feature fine timber panelling and incorporate internal shutters.  One room contains a 

fireplace of elaborately carved stone, upon which the decorative elements include a floral frieze, Scotch thistles, and 

what appear to be pine cone and acorn motifs.  During the house’s 1990s refurbishment, the surfaces of this fireplace 

were ‘marbleised’ by paint analyst Julian Glavin (Wisbey & Dakis c.1998).

 

The stonework of the garden-facing facade has a fine sparrow-pecked and margined finish and incorporates other 

decorative features, including a very fine sandstone door-case.  The other external walls are finished more plainly and 

with less refinement.  Portions of the basement and sub-floor walls that are visible above natural ground level are of 

unpainted colourful stone rubble.  

 

Within the sub-basement is a former kitchen, which contains a large sandstone fireplace and the remnants of a 

dumb-waiter for conveying food to the rooms above.  An adjacent room appears to have been the servants’ sleeping 

quarters.  The wall opposite the kitchen fireplace contains a door providing access to what was formerly an external 

access stair.  The remnants of this straight stair, with treads of sandstone, are now completely enclosed within a 

sub-floor space below the early 20th-century brick-built portion of the house.

 

• Adjoining single-storey room, also with walls of unpainted sandstone, at the north-west corner of the c.1830s 

portion of the house.  This room’s Elboden Street-facing wall, and the visible former external face of its south-east 

wall, are of roughly-finished sandstone rubble built to courses.  The room has a separate hipped roof of similar pitch to 

that of the adjacent main roof.  Manilla’s owners in the late 1990s reported their belief that this room had been 

constructed in 1853 (see Wisbey & Dakis c.1998), but Heritage Tasmania has not yet found evidence to support this .

 

• Early 20th-century two-storey portion at the house's south-west corner, abutting the adjacent 19th-century 

single-storey areas within the return created by their L-shaped plan arrangement.  Within this portion, the external 

walls are of paint-finished clay brickwork laid in stretcher bond.  The upper-storey rooms are partially within the volume 

of the roof, a gabled structure with half hips at its ends.  The street-facing elevation contains a pair of gabled half- 

dormers, and a substantial chimney of painted brick pierces the street-facing plane of the main roof between these 

dormers.  The wall-bases visible at the southern end, and along the south-west elevation, are of sandstone – and may 

incorporate material from earlier phases of construction.  The available evidence indicates that this brick portion of the 

house was constructed during 1912 (see TGG 22nd Jan 1912, p. 313; and TGG 23rd Dec 1912, p. 3064).  

 

All of these portions of the house appear to retain their original room layouts, although documentary evidence 

indicates that during a mid-to-late-1990s comprehensive refurbishment many damaged internal features and much of 

the joinery were replaced with carefully-reconstructed new material.  

 

Within the small one-storey pavilion in the site’s south-west corner, areas of the external walls close to the property’s 

side boundary may also contain brickwork of the same or earlier dates as the adjacent one and two-storey portions of 

the house.  

 

FEATURES OF NO HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

 

Manilla also contains features that are of no cultural heritage significance in their own right.  Nevertheless, changes to 

these features may potentially impact the significant fabric of this place.  A range of late 20th and early 21st 

century-built alterations and additions to the house and property are not of historic cultural heritage significance in the 

context of Manilla, and these include:

 • the bagged-and-painted brick garden wall on the street boundary;

 • the single-storey skillion-roofed addition and adjacent timber deck on the house’s north side ; 

 • most of the walls and all of the other features within the small single-storey and double-hip-roofed pavilion addition 
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situated against the street boundary in the site’s south-west corner;

 • the late-1990s-built free-standing garage and workshop building to the north of the house; and

 • the plantings, apart from the Norfolk Island pine, and other features within the garden areas.

 

History:

South Hobart is located within the contiguous region formerly occupied by Tasmanian Aboriginal people of what in the 

present day is known as the ‘South East nation’ (Boyce 2010, p. 32;  Ryan 2012, pp. 17, 39–41).

 

Early in the 19th century

During the early 19th century, Hobart Town – established by British settlers at Sullivans Cove in February 1804 – 

developed as the capital and the administrative centre of Van Diemen’s Land .  Growing slowly during the colony’s first 

fifteen years, the settlement’s population then boomed after 1820 as shiploads of free settlers arrived and transformed 

its economic base (Terry 1999, p. 9).  

 

Late in December 1834, William Davidson (1804–1837) agreed to pay John Francis Forester Kerr three hundred 

pounds for a one-acre and twenty-perch parcel of land between Davey Street and Fitzroy Crescent ( LIST HD 01/4295), 

at what is now known as South Hobart but was then still very much a ‘rural fringe’ to Hobart Town’s south -west (Terry 

1999, p. 9).  

 

Late 1820s to early 1830s:  William Davidson's position in Hobart Town

In late 1828 the experienced English horticulturalist William Davidson had been appointed to take up the position of 

superintendent of Hobart Town’s ‘Government Gardens’ (GML 2009, p. 16).  The provision of a residence for Davidson 

was one of the conditions of his employment, and in 1829 a cottage within the Gardens for the new superintendent 

and the men in his charge was duly constructed.  William Davidson married Elizabeth Nesbett ( 1811–1871) on the 1st 

of September 1829, and their daughter and the first two of their three sons were born during the time they were living 

in the cottage at the Government Gardens (GML 2009, p. 18; Hurburgh 1986, p. 11; Olney 2013b).  

 

Mid-1830s to early 1840s:  William Davidson’s home at Elboden-place

Early in September 1834, William Davidson was dismissed from his superintendent’s position during what came to be 

known as ‘the cabbage bag affair’ (see Brennan & Tapson 2017, p. 16; and GML 2009, p. 20).  With Elizabeth and 

their children, Davidson vacated the cottage at the Gardens – and the family subsequently moved to his 

newly-acquired one acre and twenty perch property at Hobart Town’s south -western edge.  

 

Sadly, William Davidson died on the 9th of July 1837, at the age of just 33.  His will ( TA AD960-1-1 [Will No.141] - 

image 2) indicates that in mid-1837 his property contained:  

         - a ‘Brick Cottage, and Stable, nearby the centre of the Ground’; 

         - a stone cottage, with ‘Ground enclosed by [a] circular fence’; and

         - a separate building comprising a coach house and stable.  

 

On page 2 of the 1840s ‘Sprent’s Book’ survey of Hobart Town (TA AF393/1/3), the surveyed position of the second of 

these three buildings aligns very closely with the present-day stone-walled portion of Manilla.  The elaborately-carved 

stone fireplace in one of the house’s garden-facing rooms is reputed to have been built by convict stonemason Daniel 

Herbert (see Olney 2013a and 2013c), although Heritage Tasmania has not yet found primary source material to 

support this claim.

 

The house and garden at Elboden-place up until the mid-1860s

Owned by Davidson family members until mid-1860, newspaper advertisements for the auction of their ‘delightfully 

situated residence and grounds’ described the by this time much smaller property as having a ‘frontage’ on 

‘Elboden-place’ of 300 feet (91.5m), and on ‘the Crescent’ (i.e. what would become Fitzroy Crescent) of 249 feet 

(75.9m), and noted

          The house, built of the best stone, contains 10 conveniently sized rooms.  There is a two-stalled

          stable and other out-buildings, with a convenient yard, and a very extensive garden filled with

          choice fruit trees in full bearing… (HTDM  5 June 1860, p. 1).

 

From 1861 to the mid 1860s the residence and grounds were owned by Edward Johnstone Manley ( HTG 19th Dec 

1861, p. 2007; through to 3rd Jan 1865, p. 70).  From 1853 to 1873, Manley served as Tasmania’s ‘Colonial Auditor’ – 

a role which from 1888 onwards has had the title ‘Auditor General’ (TAO website).  Late in 1864, in connection with an 

approaching public auction of ‘those delightful premises in Elboden Place occupied by E. J. Manley, Esq’, 

advertisements stated that

          The house is substantially built of freestone and in thorough repair.  It contains Dining and Drawing

          Rooms, three Bedrooms, and a Dressing Room on the ground floor;  three Attics, and a good-sized

          Closet upstairs;  Kitchen, Servants Room with Store, and a Wine Cellar below.

          There is a two-stall Stable, with other out-offices.

          Gas and water are laid on to the premises.
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          The Garden has an extensive frontage on Fitzroy Crescent, is well stocked with choice fruit trees,

          and is in a high state of cultivation; it is also ornamented with handsome forest trees, and a var-

          iety of flowers and shrubs.  (Mercury 14th Dec 1864, p. 4).

 

Late 1860s to WWI:  No.3 Elboden Place and Henry Dobson

By late 1868 the stone “Dwelling-house and land” was occupied by Henry Dobson and owned by his older half-brother, 

the barrister, politician and judge William Lambert Dobson (Dollery 1972; and HTG 8 Dec 1868, p. 1595). 

Henry Dobson (1841–1918), a lawyer and later a politician, became senior partner in the legal practice Dobson 

Mitchell & Allport.  He was one of the most trusted family lawyers in the colony (Dollery 1981).  

 

Early in 1873, William Lambert Dobson sold No.3 Elboden Place’s then three-rood twenty-seven-perch parcel of land 

and its “messuages and premises” to Henry Dobson (see LIST HD 05/9023).  Henry stayed on at No.3 until about 

1875, when he moved next door to a new house he had commissioned at the corner of Elboden Place and Fitzroy 

Crescent (HTG 1st January 1875, p. 65), to No.3’s immediate south.  His new house became known as No.1 Elboden 

Street (THR 3125).  

 

Henry Dobson continued to also own No.3 Elboden Street until 1913, with Hobart’s Assessment Rolls recording a 

series of five separate households of tenants living there between 1875 and the time Henry sold the property.  The last 

of these, from 1912, were the sisters Lilian and Helen Power.  

 

The earliest use found so far of the name ‘Manilla’ in connection with No .3 Elboden Street is in an 1898 newspaper 

advertisement which stated: ‘Wanted a Parlourmaid, good refs. required.  Apply, during the fore-noon, to Mrs. 

Bettington, “Manilla,”  Elboden-street’ (Mercury 22nd Dec 1898, p. 4).  

 

Helen Power’s early life

Marguerite Helen (‘Helen’) Power – born on the 6th of January 1870, in the district of Campbell Town in Tasmania’s 

Northern Midlands (TA RGD35/1/28 No. 126) – was the eighth of her parents’ ten children.  The reportedly high-spirited 

Power children were educated by governesses.  Helen, who had learned to read by the age of four, also attended a 

small private school in Campbell Town ‘for a time’ (Giordano & Norman 1984, pp. 92–93; and Sansom, in Power 1964, 

p.12).  In 1884, the Power family moved into a newly-built eight- room stone house in Campbell Town (Launceston 

Examiner 12th May 1883, p. 1; and 28th March 1884, p. 3), which in 2025 is known as Balvaird (THR 4937).

 

By about the time she was seventeen, Helen had become sufficiently fluent in French and Italian to undertake 

translation of much of the work of a number of poets, including Paul-Marie Verlaine and Dante.  This experience 

seems to have strongly influenced the style of Helen’s own writing until at least the 1930s (see Giordano & Norman 

1984, p. 93; Hoe 2010, p. 225; and Scott 1988).  Helen’s father died in Campbell Town in 1901 (Mercury 25th Apr 

1901, p.3) and later that decade both Helen and her older sister Lilian Annie Power (1862–1940) moved to Hobart.

 

Helen and Lilian Power at No.5 and then No.3 Elboden Street, South Hobart

In 1905, Lilian Power became a tenant at the house that was then to Manilla’s immediate north (HG 18th Dec 1905,  

p. 2091) and known at that time as No.5 Elboden Street (now THR 3127).  By the end of 1907, Helen Power was also 

living with Lilian at No.5 Elboden Street (TGG 13th Dec 1907, p. 2451). 

 

The two sisters stayed at No.5 until 1912 (TGG 22nd Jan 1912, p. 313) then by the end of that year both moved next 

door to No.3 Elboden Street, becoming co-tenants at Manilla (TGG 23rd Dec 1912, p. 3064).  In October the following 

year Lilian Power – together with medical practitioner Walter Henry Tofft and solicitor Robert Leslie Gatenby , both of 

Campbell Town – purchased Manilla from Henry Dobson (LIST HD 13/1681).  From 1913 onwards, through all of the 

1920s and 30s, Lilian and Helen Power lived together at Manilla.  Evidence indicates that by 1919 the sisters had 

turned Manilla into separate flats, living upstairs while renting out the ground floor ( Mercury 7 June 1919, p. 2).  In 

December 1920, together with co-owners Walter Tofft and Robert Gatenby, Lilian Power mortgaged Manilla to raise 

the sum of £60 (LIST HD 15/1559). 

 

Helen Power’s work in Hobart up until the 1930s

By 1912, Helen Power’s translations of poems ‘had given way almost completely to original poetry’ , and her verse and 

prose-sketches had been published in the Sydney Bulletin, the Australasian, and other smaller journals and 

periodicals (Sansom, in Power 1964, p. 13).  She was a regular contributor to the well-respected Lone Hand, a 

monthly literary magazine founded in 1907 which flourished for just over six years.  Several of her poems won Bulletin 

awards, and three appeared in Louis Lavater’s 1926 anthology The Sonnet in Australasia (Giordano & Norman 1984, 

p. 94; Scott 1988).  

 

In 1926 Helen Power helped drama producer Olive Wilton and playwright Catherine Shepherd to found the Hobart 

Repertory Theatre Society.  During the 1920s and 1930s Helen was reputedly also active in local literary circles in 

Hobart, such as that surrounding the patron of the arts Nettie Kennedy of ‘Bleak House’ at Battery Point (Giordano & 
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Norman 1984, p. 94).  

 

To supplement the Power sisters’ income, across the years 1917 to 1943 on four evenings a week at her home Helen 

also conducted classes and ‘literary talks’ on contemporary American , European and British writers (Sansom, in 

Power 1964, p. 13).  In 1928 the Mercury reported

          In her classes very little fiction is taken, except such outstanding works such as those of D. H. Law-

          rence, Virginia Woolf, and Feuchtwanger… The leading subjects of study are drama, poetry, biography, 

          and travel, and Miss Power gives her students lists of books worth reading.  Best sellers are never

          included [but] a well liked feature is that all plays to be given by the Repertory Society are studied 

          in detail (Mercury 27 Sep 1928, p. 3).

 

In 1934 ‘The Critic Pty Ltd’ of 125 Collins Street in Hobart published Helen Power’s Poems, ‘a very slender little grey 

volume’ of 32 pages which was reviewed positively by the Illustrated Tasmanian Mail (16th Aug 1934, p. 7).  The review 

included a photograph of ‘Miss Helen Power’, with its caption stating that her ‘literary “Salon” is prized by many 

Hobart book-lovers’, and also noted

          It is not only for this little book of sheer delight… that Hobart owes to Miss Power a debt of grati-

          tude.  How many busy women have for years past learned to value above rubies the weekly hour 

          snatched from everyday things and spent in Miss Power’s sitting -room with the best things of 

          today's prose and verse, introduced and interpreted by the gracious hostess herself?  It has 

          been to many of us an almost miraculous escape from the humdrum, a “lead” over the hurdles 

          into the Elysian fields (Illustrated Tasmanian Mail 16 Aug 1934, p. 7).

 

However, both Margaret Scott (1988) and Clive Sansom (in Power 1964, pp. 13–14) have suggested that by about the 

mid-1930s the editors of journals and newspapers – shifting in their literary taste and edicts – began to feel that Helen 

Power’s own writing was ‘not sufficiently Australian’ in tone.  Rejections of poems she submitted for publication 

became more frequent, and for many years subsequently it appears that Helen Power wrote very little (Day 2014,

 p. 117–118).

 

Helen Power during the 1940s and 1950s

After Lilian Power’s death on the 30th of April 1940, Helen remained at No.3 Elboden Street (TGG 15 July 1940, 

p. 1858).  Lilian had bequeathed all of her estate and effects to Helen , but in mid-1941 Helen entered into a covenant 

with two St Leonards-based women – Mabel Antoinette Bennett and Beryl Marion Hilary Bennett – in which they 

agreed to thereafter pay all money due in connection with Lilian’s 1920 mortgage (LIST HD 21/4924).  Helen stayed on 

in the upstairs flat, and continued tending her ‘small old-world garden’ and doing most of her own cooking and 

housework (Giordano & Norman 1984, pp. 94–95; and Sansom, in Power 1964, p. 14).

 

Late in 1949, the English speech-educator and poet Clive Henry Sansom (1910–1981) emigrated to Tasmania, settling 

in Hobart with his Tasmanian-born wife Ruth (see Spaulding 2012).  They formed a poetry-reading group, with which 

Helen Power became involved.  As a result of her friendship with Sansom, Helen Power began to write again.     

Clive Sansom subsequently stated that he believed much of Helen Power’s best work was written during her final ten 

years (Day 2014, p.118; Giordano & Norman 1984, p. 94).

 

In the mid 1950s Helen Power moved to St Ann’s Rest Home at what in the present day is No.142 Davey Street, 

Hobart (Giordano & Norman 1984, p. 96).  The rest home had at that time just recently commenced operation within 

the c.1835-built house formerly known as Hawthornden (now THR 2294).  While living at St Ann’s, Helen continued to 

write poetry in which, as Sarah Day (2014, p. 118) notes, her natural verve and wit was given full reign.

 

Late 1950s:  Helen Power’s death

In November 1957 Clive Sansom asked for – and Helen Power granted – permission to publish a collection of her work 

(UTas, ‘Index to DX18’).  Helen Power died later that month and was privately cremated (Giordano & Norman 1984,  

 p. 96).  Sansom gathered ‘various notebooks’ of Helen’s – ‘some 50 years old’ – and later noted that he had also 

been able to rescue ‘many loose papers, literally at the last moment,’

          for when intuition sent me round to her old flat, her niece and executor was just on the point of 

          destroying them.  After I had convinced her that her aunt’s writing had been more than a hobby ,

          she co-operated wholeheartedly, even holding every book in her library upside down and shaking 

          it since Helen Power had been inclined to use books as rather unreliable storage places 

          (UTas DX18/91: letter 20 June 1959).  

 

Among the material saved by Sansom was an undated clipping from The Leader, a Saturday newspaper printed in 

Melbourne from 1862 until 1918 as a companion weekly to The Age.  The clipping is an article titled ‘Old houses in 

Hobart’ (UTas DX18/89).  The article – which carries the by-line ‘H.P. ’ – appears to have been written by Helen Power.

It begins with an ebullient 600-word description of a house and garden which – although not identified by name – is 

clearly Manilla.  The clipping is from an edition other than the ‘Town Edition’ of The Leader, and articles on its obverse 
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side indicate it was published somewhere between July and December of 1918.  

 

1960s to 1970s:  publication of A lute with three strings

Over the next few years Clive Sansom and his literary agent in London attempted to interest publishers in Helen 

Power’s poems.  The firm of Robert Hale Ltd – sharing Sansom’s belief that a collection was worthy of publication 

while also ruefully noting that ‘as a commercial proposition it has very little attraction’ – indicated that it was prepared 

to publish Sansom’s manuscript as a ‘subsidised production’ , which it explained was ‘practically the only way by 

which poetry can be published today’ (UTas DX18/91: letter 12th Feb 1963).  Sansom negotiated the printing of 1500 

copies (though only 1000 were bound) for a cost of £288 sterling, approximately £350 Australian.  Mary Sharland – a 

former close friend and neighbour of Helen Power’s – managed to raise contributions from other friends and 

acquaintances totalling about £250, and Sansom succeeded in persuading the Tasmanian Government to grant them 

the remaining £100 (UTas DX18/91: letters 20 June 1959; and 7 March 1963).  

 

A lute with three strings, a 58-page collection of forty-seven of Helen Power’s poems with an introduction written by 

Clive Sansom, was published in 1964.  Margaret Scott (1988) and Sarah Day (2014, p. 117) have both noted that A 

lute omits Helen Power’s tough, articulate poems written during World War I – which explore what seems to be a 

clandestine love affair that ended with the lover’s death in action – with Margaret Scott observing ‘the whole sequence 

[of the WWI poems] constitutes an achievement even more significant than the work of Helen Power’s old age .’  

 

In 1972 all remaining unsold copies of A lute with three strings were bought by the Mary Martin Bookshop in Adelaide.

 Clive Sansom donated the resulting $250 to the City of Hobart Eisteddfod for it to invest and use the interest for an 

annual award – the ‘Helen Power Poetry Prize’ – to be given to one of the competitors in the poetry -writing sections of 

the Eisteddfod (UTas DX18/91: letters 5 Feb and 19 July 1972).  

 

Manilla in the late 20th and early 21st century

In June 1997, No. 3 Elboden Street was entered in the Register of the National Estate (AHD website, Place ID 

100547).  From the mid to late 1990s, the then owners of the property carried out extensive refurbishment works to 

the interiors and exterior of the house, and within its garden (see Wisbey & Dakis c.1998).  Later, in around 2006 and 

then again c.2019-2020, subsequent owners made further ground- floor additions and alterations to the house’s north- 

west side and southern corner.  

 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

 

The c.1830s-built portion of Manilla is a free-standing, single-storey house with an attic and a two-room sub- 

basement.  It has external walls of unpainted sandstone ashlar, and displays Georgian architectural style 

characteristics of a moderate degree of sophistication.  Viewed from the garden it has a symmetrical form, with a 

central doorway and two sets of windows on each side of the door i.e. it is a five-bay building.  Behind the garden- 

facing façade, the c.1830s portion of the house is two rooms deep.  The roof is a simple hip with overhanging narrow 

eaves, and has a short horizontal ridge parallel to the garden façade.  

 

At Manilla, this portion of the house is a good example of a type built within a Georgian design tradition that lasted for 

many decades in both Hobart Town and other parts of Tasmania.  Similar houses with slowly evolving proportions and 

details were still being built in Hobart in 1860, when for example No.161 Davey Street (THR 6558) was completed for 

the publican James Priest (PH 1964, p. 123).  Others were constructed speculatively by builders to cater for a range 

of buyers that included transient officers and officials , graziers in need of a pied-a-terre in town, and emigrants who 

were not yet ready to commission their own houses (Ratcliff 2015 vol. 3, p. 1300).  During the early colonial period 

many single-storey houses of similar type and style were also built in country areas of Van Diemen’s Land .  

 

The forms taken by these medium-size houses reflects what was being built in Great Britain and Ireland during the 

formative years of most of the designers, tradesmen and landholders who were involved in their construction.

The number of ‘bays’ on the principal elevation does not necessarily indicate the size of the house – some of 

Tasmania’s remaining early colonial-period three-bay houses of this type are quite large, and a few of the five-bay 

houses are quite small  (Ratcliff 2015 vol. 3, pp. 1353, 1355).

 

Other similarly-sized examples of houses of this type in Tasmania include:  

 

  • Cliefden (THR 2682) in New Town, 3 km to the north-west of Hobart’s city centre, and constructed

    in 1834 (AHD website, Place ID 11367); 

 

  • Poplarville (THR 2735) in much the same area, about 4 km from the centre of Hobart.  It was com-

    pleted before 1851, and probably built in the mid-1840s (Robertson 1970, pp. 221, 224);

 

  • the c.1847-constructed Junior Medical Officer’s House within the Port Arthur Penal Settlement (THR 6)
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    at Turrakana / Tasman Peninsula (GML & Context 2000, pp. 22, 51);

 

  • Mount Pleasant House (THR 5604) at York Plains, about 11 km to the north-east of the town of

    Oatlands in the Southern Midlands of the State.  This house was completed by 1848 ( Ratcliff 2015,

    vol. 3, p. 1367);  

 

  • Plassey (nomination received: THR 5273) about 15 km to the west of the town of Ross in the 

    Northern Midlands;  and

 

  • Morningside (nomination received: THR 4897), about 8½ km to the west of Campbell Town, also

    in the Northern Midlands, and reportedly completeD by 1842 (Ratcliff 2015 vol. 2, p. 720).
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