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The Role of the Register 

The Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 

defines the purpose of the Tasmanian 

Heritage Register as being to: 

 keep an inventory of places of State 

historic cultural heritage significance; 

 accord those places status and 

recognition; and 

 provide a basis for protecting that historic 

cultural heritage significance. 

While the Register can include those places 
that are part of the experience and history of 
Aboriginal Tasmanians since European contact 
and occupation, the Act does not apply to 
those places whose cultural heritage 
significance derives solely from the cultural 
value to the Aboriginal people of Tasmania. 
 
The Register contains places that are 
important to the whole of Tasmania including 
those also recognised in the National Heritage 
List or the World Heritage List. Places and 
precincts important primarily to local 
communities are entered in local Historic 
Heritage Codes. Together, protection of these 
places are managed through Tasmania’s 
resource management and planning system. 
 
The Register is administered by the 
Tasmanian Heritage Council with the support 
of Heritage Tasmania.

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top to Bottom: Melaleuca (THR#10975),  

Launceston Railway Workshops (THR#4400), Highfield (THR#892) 
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Our Vision  

The Tasmanian Heritage Register is an 

important statutory tool and repository of the 

history and stories of the people, places and 

events that have shaped Tasmania from 

European occupation to the current day. It 

recognises and celebrates those places that 

are valued by our community and visitors to 

our island State, and provides a mechanism to 

ensure their heritage values are protected.  

The Heritage Council recognizes that the 

Register needs to constantly evolve in 

response to Tasmania’s dynamic community. 

We also recognise that there are many more 

important places that deserve entry and that 

the Register’s full potential is yet to be 

realised.  

Since the Register was introduced in 1997, 

much effort has gone into researching the 

history, assessing the significance and 

capturing the stories of over 5000 places. 

More needs to be done.   

Our vision is to strengthen the Register as an 

authoritative resource that: 

 continues to evolve with new places 

added and early overly concise entries 

improved to better explain a place’s 

heritage values; 

 is more inclusive of under-represented 

historic themes and stories so as to cover  

the breadth and complexity of Tasmania’s 

history; 

 is openly accessible and searchable across 

multiple online platforms, including 

spatially through the Land Information 

System Tasmania (LIST);  and  

 supports and encourages a broader 

understanding of the social and economic 

value of Tasmania’s historic heritage.  

Strengthening the Register is an incredibly 

important objective that we are committed to 

progressing for future generations. The 

Heritage Council has conducted a number of 

reviews of the Register since 2011 and we 

now have a clearer understanding of the tasks 

required to realise our vision.  

While we have started a program of continual 

improvement of the entries in the Register, a 

more robust and comprehensive plan is 

needed to guide our work over the next ten 

years.  

This Registration Plan documents the 

pathways to guide and prioritise our collective 

efforts and identify actions and outcomes to 

help us develop the Register as an accurate, 

reliable and current record of Tasmania’s 

places of historic heritage significance. 
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A Brief History 
 

The Tasmanian Heritage Council 

acknowledges the National Trust (Tasmania), 

local government and the many community 

organisations and volunteers whose work in 

identifying community heritage values prior to 

the introduction of the Historic Cultural 

Heritage Act 1995 are reflected in the 

Tasmanian Heritage Register. 

Establishing the Register 

Within 12 months of the introduction of the 

Register in 1997, legislation required that the 

Heritage Council entered in the Register any 

places of state significance previously entered 

on the: 

 Register of the National Estate 

 National Trust (Tasmania) List 

 Hobart City Council sealed planning 

scheme 

 Launceston City Council sealed planning 

scheme. 

This resulted in more than 4700 entries, 

predominantly buildings, in the Register. 

 

Reviewing and Consolidating 

The State Government subsequently 

facilitated a review of heritage management 

in the state, culminating in the Historic 

Heritage Review 2000, followed by a Heritage 

Symposium in 2003. The insights shared and 

recommendations made paved the way for a 

new direction for the Heritage Council. A new 

benchmark was being set for the quality of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

research required to support and validate an 

entry, along with the need for a Register that 

was more representative of Tasmania's 

historic themes. 

Growing Representation 

A program supporting local councils to 

complete heritage surveys assisted in 

facilitating a shift in the Register away from 

residential dwellings to one which is more 

representative of Tasmania’s historic themes. 

The release of the Assessing Historic Heritage 

Guidelines in 2011 supported this work. These 

guidelines have since become a valuable 

reference source for Tasmania’s heritage and 

planning sector and help to generate greater 

consistency in the assessment of historic 

heritage values. An increased representation 

of places in regional areas was a secondary, 

positive consequence of the program. 

 

Delivering an Authoritative and Accessible 

Register 

The need for quality data and information to 

support heritage property owners, 

communities and representatives is driving an 

extensive review of existing Register entries. 

In 2016 this led to the removal of 514 entries 

that were found to not meet a criteria for 

entry, and in 2018 an audit of location and 

boundary details of all entries in the Register 

was completed.  
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Our Goals 

Ensuring an Effective and Authoritative Register 

The Tasmanian Heritage Register is a central 

tool for protecting, conserving and managing 

Tasmania’s historic cultural heritage.  It is 

essential that it provides accurate information 

as to the statutory boundary of each listed 

place as well as clear, concise statements of 

significance. 

Over the past two decades of supporting 

owners of places entered in the Register and 

working closely with local and state 

governments in protecting Tasmania’s historic 

heritage, our understanding of what should 

comprise an entry in the Register has evolved. 

Earlier entries from when the Register was 

first populated may no longer meet 

contemporary standards of documentation 

and detail. We have already worked to better 

define expectations for Register entries and 

have embarked on a long term program to 

improve these entries. We have also 

completed a comprehensive audit of the 

pathways required to efficiently progress this 

body of work. 

With more detailed and accurate information 

available to owners, prospective owners, 

developers, local government and the 

community, we will be more effective and 

efficient in encouraging and assisting in the 

proper management of places of historic 

cultural heritage significance. It will also 

support our objective of developing a broader 

understanding of the social and economic 

value of our historic heritage.

Actions 

 Plan and implement a program to ensure 

all existing and new entries have sufficient 

detail to explain why the place is 

important and worth protecting for future 

generations, including a description of 

heritage features; appropriately detailed 

histories that explain the value of the 

place; a statement of significance; and 

clearly defined and accurate statutory 

boundaries. 

 Continue our program of improving 

entries for highly significant, publicly 

visible and/or accessible heritage places, 

or those that contribute to the visitor 

economy. 

 Deliver a heritage boundary layer in the 

Land Information System Tasmania (LIST) 

to support planning authorities and the 

community to identify and understand 

the extent of individual entries.  

 Complete the development of a 

notification system for changes to place 

location details in the LIST in order to 

ensure Register entries can be amended 

in a timely manner to maintain currency. 

 Revise the template for Heritage Register 

data sheets to more clearly and 

engagingly convey the historic heritage 

significance of a place.  
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Shaping a Register Representative of Community Values 

Since the introduction of the Tasmanian 

Heritage Register, our understanding of 

Tasmania’s heritage has evolved to become 

more inclusive of under-represented groups as 

well as different types of heritage and stories. 

Despite recent efforts to broaden the scope of 

the Register, it continues to reflect a fairly 

narrow understanding of Tasmania’s history 

with a focus on colonial-era residences and 

later nineteenth century buildings. This is at 

odds with the community survey we 

conducted in 2016, in which participants 

encouraged us to look beyond Georgian 

architecture and explore the breadth and 

depth of Tasmania’s evolving history that 

continues to shape this island’s sense of place. 

It is important that the Register reflects what 

the Tasmanian community of today values and 

wants to see protected. 

Ensuring that the Register reflects a diverse 

range of places and community stories will 

deepen our understanding of Tasmania’s 

heritage and assist the Register to remain a 

relevant and engaging resource for our 

changing community.

Actions 

 Establish a framework of Tasmania’s 

important historic cultural themes in 

conjunction with key professional 

stakeholders and community 

organizations. This will provide a tool for 

all Tasmanians to better understand the 

complex and interwoven layers of the 

historical development of Tasmania’s 

communities. It is also an essential 

analytical tool for the Heritage Council. 

 Analyse the current Register to assess how 

well it represents these themes and 

identify pathways to improve the 

representativeness of the Register. 

 Identify places that will contribute to a 

more representative Register and 

incorporate them into the ongoing 

assessment program.  

 

 
Sarah Island (THR#7737) 
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Building an accessible and engaging resource 

Each of the more than 5000 individual places 
entered in the Tasmanian Heritage Register 
has a distinctive and often largely unknown 
story to tell. Collectively, these places and 
stories represent the rich complexity of 
Tasmania’s history. They are a cultural, social 
and economic resource for our community. 

The Heritage Council wants this resource for 
the benefit of the Tasmanian community. 
Increasing online access to information held in 
the Register will open it up to new audiences 
and grow the community’s appreciation of the 
value of these important places. 

We are trialling a pilot platform that provides 
searchable online access to information held 
against each entry in the Register. We see this 
as a valuable tool for owners, Tasmanians and 
visitors to explore or research the history of 
our State. 

Looking ahead, we want to create 
opportunities to explore the connections 
between places in the Register and important 
objects and documents held in Tasmania’s

museums, libraries, galleries and archives. 
Together they create multiple pathways by 
which people can shape their understanding 
of Tasmania’s interwoven histories. 

Actions 

 Create a framework for improved data 
searchability to deliver better access to 
the research potential of the Register. 

 Release a version of the Register online 
which integrates with spatial data in LIST 
and testing in conjunction with key 
industry partners. 

 Continue collaborating with TMAG, 
QVMAG and Libraries Tasmania to 
advance Tasmanac – an online platform 
that creates linkages between the places 
in the Register and the State’s cultural 
collections. 

 
 

 

Lawrenny (THR#887) 



Registration Plan 
Endorsed: THC meeting December 2019   
 

  
9 

 

Ensuring a Well Managed Register 

The Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995 

outlines the criteria for entering a place in the 

Tasmanian Heritage Register; what 

information should be provided for each 

entry; and the statutory processes for 

managing the addition, amendment and 

removal of entries. The Heritage Council has 

also developed an additional suite of tools to 

further define its expectations of how the 

Register should be managed. These tools 

include a framework for assessing historic 

heritage significance and policy relating to the 

amendment of entries.  

The Heritage Council understands the 

importance of well-considered and clearly 

articulated policy and procedures in providing 

the basis for transparent and consistent 

statutory decision-making. For instance, our 

Works Guidelines make it clearer and easier 

for owners and developers to understand the 

Heritage Council’s approach and processes for 

managing works to heritage places.  

Our goal is to review existing guidelines and 

develop new guidelines that will provide a

comprehensive framework for assessing 

heritage significance of places to assist 

Heritage Tasmania staff, the Heritage Council, 

local government and the community.  

Actions 

 Revise and republish Assessing Historic 

Heritage Significance Guidelines (2011) as 

Registration Guidelines, similar to the 

Works Guidelines, to create an effective 

benchmark for consistency and 

transparency in decision making.  

 Develop a priority and risk matrix to 

better manage competing needs when 

developing annual prioritized assessment 

lists (PAL). 

 Review policies and procedures in relation 

to: managing nominations to the Register; 

refining the policy around the 

development of the annual PAL; owner 

and public consultation; and handling of 

sensitive information in Register entries. 

 

 

 
Lake Margaret Power Scheme (THR#10863) 
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Measuring Progress 

Our vision for the Tasmanian Heritage 

Register is ambitious, and we acknowledge 

the need to work within available resources 

and in consultation with key stakeholders. Our 

progress over the first five years of this plan 

will be measured against three key indicators: 

 the percentage of entries with accurate 

location and boundary information;  

 the percentage of highly significant, public 

heritage places with detailed information; 

and 

 the progressive efficiencies gained as a 

result of developing better policies and 

procedures. 

We have already made major gains against 

the first indicator, having resolved all minor 

location issues identified in the 2018 audit of 

location and boundary details. Approximately 

400 additional entries are flagged for review. 

We will measure how we are tracking towards 

our target of updating 90% of these entries 

within this five-year plan. 

In completing this work, we will introduce 

efficiencies by simultaneously working to 

improve the level of historical detail in those 

entries which are highly significant, public 

heritage places. We will track our continual 

improvement against this measure.   

We will also initiate a program of collecting 

more detailed data to assist in measuring 

progress in entering new places on the 

Register that contribute towards developing a 

more representative Register that reflects the 

breadth and complexity of Tasmania’s historic 

heritage themes.

 

 

Governance 

This Registration Plan identifies four goals, 

each with a series of actions that outlines the 

body of work required to realise our vision 

and enhance the identification and protection 

of Tasmania’s historic heritage places. 

Effective governance is essential to ensure: 

 identified actions are completed or, for 

those that represent a continual 

improvement, substantially progressed; 

 progress is measured and monitored; and 

 our key stakeholders are kept informed of 

progress. 

As the body overseeing the delivery of this 

plan with the assistance of staff at Heritage 

Tasmania, we will ensure progress is reported 

at our regular meetings and through our 

Annual Report. Both these documents are 

publically available on our website, providing 

active disclosure to the Tasmanian 

community. 


