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Oak Lodge, Bridge Street, Dec 2022
NRE 2022

Dr Clark’s surgery, Oak Lodge
NRE 2022

Oak Lodge, back elevation
NRE 2022

Oak Lodge from garden
NRE 2022
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Oak Lodge, front formal room
NRE 2022 Oak Lodge, kitchen

NRE 2022

Oak Lodge garden Dec 2022
NRE 2022

Oak Lodge stables and cobblestones
NRE 2022

Statement of Significance: 

Oak Lodge is of historic cultural heritage significance because it demonstrates a highly intact example of a two-storey 

sandstone Colonial-era residence in Richmond, including house, stables, cobbled yard and established plantings. Oak Lodge 

also demonstrates a rare and highly intact example of a residence with attached doctor’s surgery and medicinal garden . Oak 

Lodge is significant due to its association with the development of the town of Richmond, which has a reputation throughout 

Tasmania and further afield for its large and distinctive collection of nineteenth century buildings and structures . Oak Lodge has 

strong archaeological potential, particularly the garden, stable, and coach house site, and is likely to have subsurface remains 

and deposits associated with various features and activities, including as a residence, rectory, dame school and doctor’s 

surgery. The garden and remnant plantings have the potential to yield information about their use in medicinal compounds and 

treatments during the early to mid-twentieth century.

(non-statutory summary)

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from 

the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Why is it significant?:

a)

Oak Lodge, constructed between 1831 and 1842, is of historic cultural heritage significance due to its association 

with the development of the town of Richmond, settled c1807. Oak Lodge has also served many functions throughout 

the years, as a doctor’s surgery and residence, rectory, and dame school.

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

b)

Oak Lodge demonstrates a rare example of a highly intact doctor’s surgery , associated rooms and medicinal garden, 

dating from the early twentieth century.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.
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c)

Oak Lodge has the potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the pattern of evolution 

of Richmond and the Coal River Valley during the early nineteenth century . Oak Lodge has strong archaeological 

potential, particularly the garden, stable and coach house site, and is likely to have subsurface remains and deposits 

associated with various features and activities, including as a residence, rectory, dame school and doctor’s surgery. 

Material from the coach house was incorporated back into the structure of the stables when it was repaired in the 

1960s. The cobble stones at the front of the property and in the garden were gathered from other areas in Richmond, 

including old Cambridge School after its demolition, and the Richmond Hotel.

The garden and remnant plantings have the potential to yield information about their use in medicinal compounds and 

treatments during the early to mid-twentieth century. As a house museum Oak Lodge shares aspects of Richmond’s 

history, and notable figures in the development of the town.

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

d)

Oak Lodge is a highly intact example of a Colonial-era residence, consisting of a two-storey sandstone main house in 

the Georgian style, a stable, cobbled yard and established plantings.  Oak Lodge has a high level of integrity, 

internally and externally. Oak Lodge also demonstrates a highly intact example of a residence with attached doctor’s 

surgery and medicinal garden, which served the Richmond community for over 30 years.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

Oak Lodge is significant due to its association with the development of the town of Richmond. Richmond has a 

reputation throughout Tasmania and further afield for its large and distinctive collection of nineteenth century buildings 

and structures, widely acknowledged as one of the town’s main attractions, and consequently has a strong and 

special meaning for the wider community in Tasmania. 

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g)

No Data Recorded

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance

(www.heritage.tas.gov.au)

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.

Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines 

of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.

for

Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on

enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the 

place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be 

met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage 

values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council 

not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

Oak Lodge is located in Richmond, a town renowned as a major tourist attraction for its well-preserved Georgian style 

buildings. Oak Lodge is located on the main thoroughfare road through Richmond, occupying the corner of Bridge and 

Blair Streets. It forms part of the historic streetscape on the main street of Richmond, along with other examples of 

Georgian style architecture.

Description:

Oak Lodge is a two-storey residence with basement and attic levels. The property is highly intact example of 

Georgian style architecture from the early colonial period (pre-1850s).
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A significant feature of Oak Lodge is the two mature oak trees that sit in front of the house . There is a low white fence 

on the boundary from the nineteenth century, and cobble stones located in the front entrance.

 

Main house

 

The house consists of two rectangular forms, built as two-storeys in the front section (Bridge Street elevation), 

connecting with a three-storey rear elevation. There has been speculation that this represents two building phases, 

however, this is unlikely as the stonework is consistent on the side elevations. The same approach was taken at the 

Former Rectory, 15 Edward St, Richmond (THR#1108) to accommodate bedrooms and services at the back of the 

residence; both buildings were constructed by the Buscombe family (pers comm. S Carlin July 2023).

 

The building has a strong and uniform façade. Carefully chosen proportions reveal symmetrically aligned sandstone 

ashlar walls. There are multi-paned sash windows with sandstone sills and lintels. Low simple chimneys are present, 

with a hipped roof clad in corrugated iron. The front entrance features a range of decorative components, including a 

six-panelled door constructed from New South Wales cedar framed by inset Doric columns with hypertrachelion 

detail, similar to other doorcases in Tasmania attributed to John Lee Archer . The transom light, with its delicate timber 

‘flower petal’ tracery is by an unknown colonial maker, who is also thought to be responsible for the fanlight above the 

entrance to the Store at 58 Reeve St, Campania (THR#5412) (pers comm. S Carlin July 2023).

 

Oak Lodge has a c1909 single-storey doctor’s surgery addition, including waiting room and back room, located on the 

eastern side of the residence. The surgery is accessed from Bridge Street via a separate pathway. Internally the 

surgery has high integrity and retains several features, including room layout, wall linings, shelves, corner sink, 

plumbing, timber floors and joinery. An internal doorway connects the surgery to a ground floor room of the house, 

used as a consulting room. Internally the house has high integrity, including room layout, kitchen cabinetry, stove and 

sinks, fireplaces, mantlepieces, staircases, and joinery found within the house.

 

Reproduction Gothic style wallpaper adorns the entrance hall and main staircase. The reproduction wallpaper was 

made by Alan Townsend based on c1840s in situ evidence, found under eleven layers of existing wallpaper, believed to 

be contemporary with the wallpaper in the entrance hall of the Commandant’s House at Port Arthur . Captain James 

Booth, who purchased Oak Lodge in 1843, was the brother of Charles O’Hara Booth, Commandant at Port Arthur 

(pers. comm S Carlin July 2023).

 

Oak Lodge contains historic furniture and items that form part of the house museum display. The sitting room 

contains furniture owned by the Horsfall sisters, recalling the family’s life in India and Western Australia , and includes 

a Tasmanian-made c1840s cedar sofa. The collection is not part of the Heritage Register entry for Oak Lodge and is 

not regulated or managed in accordance with provisions of the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995.

 

Two outside toilets sit against the back wall of the house, a timber structure on the south-west, and a more centrally 

placed stone rubble addition with a flat roof sits adjacent to a covered porch that accesses the kitchen. A 

single-storey sandstone wall with doorway extends off the south-western corner of the house.

 

Stable

 

There is a stable in the outer perimeter of the garden. This features original pit sawn timbers, a gable roof, shingle 

battens, and a loft floor. There is also a loading bay, however, one of the walls has been removed, and much of the 

base of the building has rotted in places where it meets the ground. Improvements have been made to this including 

sandstone rubble walls in the centre of the stable and a modern central structural beam. A coach house, destroyed by 

strong winds in the mid-twentieth century, was also built in this area.

 

Garden

 

The garden is spacious, with a wide variety of established fruit trees. Documentation of the garden beds and cobble 

stones have revealed that herbs were grown as ingredients for cough medicines made by past Oak Lodge resident, 

Dr. Clark, between 1909 and the late 1940s. There is also evidence of past alterations to the exterior of the property, 

included markings where a verandah to the street elevation of Oak Lodge once stood.

History:

Richmond is located on the land of the Oyster Bay people.

 

The district of Richmond was explored by surveyor, James Meehan, who visited Van Diemen’s Land in 1811 and 1813. 

Meehan named the area ‘Coal River’, after finding coal in this region (Snowden 2005, p.308). Lieutenant Governor 

Sorell proclaimed the town ‘Richmond’, which is believed to have been named after the nearby property of Richmond 

Park, owned by David Lord (Lennox 1993, p.1). In 1825, Richmond formed an essential part of Governor Arthur’s 

police districts, with ten self-sufficient districts established across the colony. The Richmond Police District covered 

the area roughly defined by Orford and the Prosser River in the northeast, Colebrook to the north, the Hunting Grounds 
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on the Jordan River to the north-west, and the coastline from Bridgewater to Orford (excluding the Forestier and 

Tasman Peninsulas) to the south (Lennox 1993, p.4). Richmond was a highly productive agricultural area and by 1835 

Richmond had the third largest district population in Tasmania .

 

The first-class allotment of land where Oak Lodge is situated today was approved in March 1831. Construction in this 

area began following this, after an application was submitted by Henry Buscombe, a miller who went onto trade as a 

builder in Richmond. He was also the brother of James Buscombe, of ‘Prospect House’, Richmond. James and Henry 

Buscombe were builders, businessmen and property developers, who were also responsible for Buscombe’s Store, 36 

Bridge St (THR#1087), Bellevue House, 16 Bridge St (THR#1078), Belmont, 1431 Richmond Rd (THR#1068) and the 

Old Rectory, 15 Edward St (THR#1108). The Buscombes referenced architectural pattern books (pers comm. S Carlin 

July 2023).  Oak Lodge is shown on the 1842 survey plan of the area (Survey Plan R13, Central Plan Room, DELM, 

Hobart).

 

In 1843 the property was purchased by Captain James Richard Booth. Booth named the residence ‘Basing Lodge’ 

after his family home in Basingstoke England. Colloquially the property was referred to as the ‘Commandant’s House’ . 

This is likely in reference to James’ brother who was the Commandant at Port Arthur . After Booth’s departure the 

residence became known as Oak Lodge, named after the two oak trees in front.

 

Several improvements were made to the property during Booth’s ownership . This included the addition of outhouses 

and a neighbouring cottage, now referred to as Lilac Cottage (THR#1080). This cottage was recorded in the Colonial 

Times sales listing as being occupied by Captain Belstead in 1852 (Colonial Times, 11 June 1852). The cost of these 

improvements came to approximately 1500 pounds, with the area also fenced, and it was during this time that the 

garden was first established (Tasmanian Archives, SC285 no.190 in Freeman et al., vol.1, 1991, p.10).

 

Booth departed Tasmania in 1846 and returned to England, leasing the property to Reverend W. Tancred for several 

years. In 1852 Booth and his wife Jane Elizabeth sold the building to Thomas Burgess , the proprietor of the nearby 

Star and Garter Inn (THR#1084) (Colonial Times, 11 June 1852). The land was separated into three lots for this sale. 

The adjoining Lilac Cottage was part of Lot 2, with Lot 3 being primarily land. It is likely that only the cottage allotment 

was sold at this time, as a cadastral survey from 1852 shows Lot 2 ‘sold to J. Hinds [and] now belonging to R. Bailey’ 

(Colonial Times, 11 June 1852).

 

It is uncertain whether the property first built by Buscombe is the same building that stands today. The discrepancies 

between historical survey plans and the irregularity in its conjoining sections invites questioning about Oak Lodge’s 

construction (Freeman et al., vol.1, 1999, pg. 13-14).

 

It is proposed Oak lodge was constructed for Captain Booth, but not occupied directly by him. It is possible that Oak 

Lodge was built after 1843 and not after 1846, with Booth residing in Lilac Cottage. The sales advertisement from the 

Colonial Times in June 1852 read, ‘These substantial premises are newly built, and having been intended for the 

residence of the proprietor [Captain Booth, R.N.], every convenience is attached, and no expense has been spared in 

making them complete in every respect.' (Colonial Times, 11 June 1852).

 

In 1855 Reverend David Galer from St Luke’s Church Richmond (THR#1135), moved into Oak Lodge. The property 

housed Galer for almost twenty years, with Galer still being the owner in 1876 when the property was put up for sale 

(The Mercury, 23 February 1876, p.4). The building continued to be a rectory. Reverend Fookes noted as living in the 

property from 1874 after Galer moved to Perth, Tasmania (Freeman et al., vol.1, 1999, p.16).

 

In 1880 the property sold to William Stevens, a school master of Richmond, and his presumed sister, Mary 

Bedggood, a widow. The building was then used and operated as a ‘dame’ school , a small private school run for 

young children by women. In 1903 Stevens’ wife was recorded as living there after Stevens had died , and the estate 

was being managed by trustees (Assessment Rolls, Richmond District, Tasmanian Government Gazette [T66], 1903).

 

In 1909 Oak Lodge was conveyed from Bedggood to Arthur James Ogilvy (1834-1914), of 'Inverquharity', near 

Richmond (Land Titles Office, CON 12/548).  He was a public servant, land reformer and author. Born in Calcutta, 

Arthur sailed to Van Diemen’s Land in June 1851 to join his uncle, Captain David Ogilvy, who had acquired a large 

property near Richmond. On a visit to England in 1861 he married Mary Camilla Letitia Needham. They lived near 

Richmond where in 1862 he became a justice of the peace and later a member of the Municipal Council. Arthur died 

in 1914, survived by his son Kenneth and three daughters. Oak Lodge was then inherited by his children before it was 

sold again in 1920 (ADB).

 

While Arthur Ogilvy owned Oak Lodge, he rented it to Dr. William Clark, from the United States of America. Dr Clark 

and his family rented Oak Lodge from 1909 to the late 1940s. A single-storey addition was constructed on the eastern 

side Oak Lodge, which operated as Clark’s surgery and accessed via a separate gate and path . The front section was 

utilised as a waiting room, and the back portion of the addition was where Dr. Clark mixed medicines. A connecting 
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doorway accessed a room of the main house that was used as Dr Clark’s consulting room . The garden was used by 

Dr. Clark to grow herbs, including liquorice used in cough medicine produced for his patients (Freeman et al., vol.1, 

1999, pg.18).

 

A photograph taken c1930 suggests there was a veranda ‘to the street elevation of Oak Lodge, which has been closed 

in’. Dr Clark’s children were taught in one of the rooms in the attic where ink stain remnants are still visible on the floor 

(Freeman et al., vol.1, 1999, p.19).

 

In 1920, the Ogilvy family sold Oak Lodge to widow, Mary Ryly. Dr. Clark and his family continued to lease the 

property, although during this period, several changes in ownership occurred. In 1925, Ryly transferred the deed of the 

property to her adopted son, Trevor Barwick, a farmer in Richmond. In 1940, due to financial pressures, the property 

was placed up for sale by auction. James Montagu Butler, a Solicitor of Hobart, purchased the property. He removed 

the front verandah, instead deciding to emphasise the front Georgian elements of the building (Freeman et al., vol.1, 

1999, p.19).

 

It is suggested that further improvements were made to the property between 1945 and 1950, due to the annual 

rateable value of the property increasing from 35 pounds to 70 pounds during this period (Assessment Rolls, 

Richmond District, TGG. 1945 and 1950). By 1950, Mr Williams was the gardener and tenant of Oak Lodge. Williams 

occupied and maintained the property after Dr. Clark’s departure (Freeman, Vol.1, p.20).

 

In 1962 Butler sold Oak Lodge to the Horsfall sisters, teachers Muriel and Constance, and eldest sister Margaret, who 

was a university lecturer.  The sisters retired and purchased the property together. They rented Oak Lodge to Mr 

Williams for several years, before moving into the property in 1967, following the Black Tuesday bushfires. The sisters 

also ran the Richmond Granary as a museum and made minimal changes to Oak Lodge during their occupancy of 

over thirty years. Cobble stones were gathered from the old Cambridge School after it was demolished; other 

subsequent stones, noted as coming from the Richmond Hotel, were used in the garden (Freeman et al., vol.1, 1999, 

p.25).

 

In 1967 the sisters purchased adjacent land from their neighbour, A.H. Birchall. This land is part of the original 

allotment that separated the original Oak Lodge and Lilac Cottage. The cottage and associated property were also 

purchased and renovated before being re-sold. In 1998, Muriel Horsfall gifted Oak Lodge to the National Trust of 

Australia, Tasmania. Volunteers of the Coal River Valley Historical Society play an active role in maintaining Oak 

Lodge (Freeman et al., vol.1, 1999, p.29).

 

Comparative Analysis:

 

There are several residences of a similar double-storey form standing on the Tasmanian Heritage Register , including 

Holyrood House in Oatlands (THR#5521), Narryna in Battery Point (THR#1771) and other buildings constructed by the 

Buscombe family in Richmond. The properties are located either on the main street, or just off the main street of their 

respective towns.

 

Oak Lodge similarly has a prominent location on the main road approaching Richmond. Holyrood House is a 

two-storey Regency style residence built in the early 1840s, a relatively similar time to the initial building of Oak 

Lodge in the 1830s and 1840s. Holyrood House spans three bays and includes what appears to be a converted 1840s 

coach house.

 

Narynna is a highly intact sandstone residence dating from c1832 to 1840, set behind a generous forecourt fronting to 

Hampden Road. It is is a substantial freestanding villa with notable Classical detail to the façade, service wings, 

associated outbuildings and ornamental and productive gardens. Narryna has functioned as a house museum since 

1955 and has been associated with the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery since 2012.

 

Bellevue House, 16 Bridge Street (THR#1078), Belmont, 1431 Richmond Road (THR#1068), and the Old Rectory, 15 

Edward St (THR#1108), are places constructed by the Buscombes, within a short radius of Oak Lodge, that share 

comparable architectural form and characteristics. These include simple but substantial Georgian forms, sandstone 

construction and generous garden settings. Belmont, however, displays more refined features, including French doors, 

pediment and elevated position at a distance from the town. The Former Rectory, similar to Oak Lodge, was built as 

two-storeys in the front section, connecting with a three-storey rear elevation to accommodate bedrooms and 

services.

 

Buscombe’s Store stands prominently on the corner of Bridge and Henry Streets (THR#1087). Built as a general store 

(presenting to Bridge Street) and adjacent residence (facing Henry Street) for James Buscombe c1835, alongside a 

three-storey granary built for George Wray c1830. The building is of considerable size, the highly detailed façade and 

large shop front windows demonstrate a high level of craftsmanship (Ratcliff Vol 3, 2015, p.1844.)
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There are a handful of residences on the Tasmanian Heritage Register that incorporate doctors ' surgeries, mostly in 

rural areas and small towns, including Arniston, Forth (THR#714), The Falls of Clyde, Bothwell (THR#22), Sotherton, 

Launceston (THR11637), and Ventnor, Evandale (THR#5022).  There are few known examples of purpose-designed 

surgeries added to existing residences that are highly intact. Hanby Villa (THR#80) is an example of an existing 

two-storey residence with a single-storey addition constructed to the side, purpose designed as a doctor’s surgery 

and waiting room for Dr AH Clarke and designed by Hutchison & Walker c1920s. The attached waiting room, 

consulting room and surgery have been modified. A surgery, waiting room and office was included in the original 

design of Gollan Court, Ulverstone (THR#760), built for Dr Gollan c1909. The surgery and associated rooms, accessed 

from the side of the building, were converted to guest accommodation and bathrooms.
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