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Statement of Significance: (non-statutory summary)

11 and 11a Crown Street are of historic cultural heritage significance as intact examples of early twentieth century terrace
housing that demonstrate the evolution of housing types in Tasmania. They are also indicative of Tasmania’s construction
industry prior to the First World War when labour and capital were plentiful, and investors capitalised on these resources.
Internally the conjoined terrace houses have retained their original spatial layout and detail, whilst externally the front and rear
elevations have a high level of integrity.

Why is it significant?:

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from
the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

a) The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

The erection of 11 and 11a Crown Street represents the increasing number of landlords across Tasmania,
replacement, and improvements to housing stock and availability of labour and capital prior to the First World War .
They also demonstrate the redevelopment of sites close to the central business district prior to the establishment of
tram routes and subsequent development of suburbs in higher elevations across Launceston.

b)  The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded

c) The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
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d) The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

11 and 11a Crown Street are of historic cultural heritage significance as an intact example of early twentieth century
terrace housing. Internally the houses retain their original spatial layout and detail, whilst externally the front and rear
elevations have a high level of integrity.

e) The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.
No Data Recorded

f) The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
h)  The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance
of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.
Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines (www.heritage.tas.qov.au) for

information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.
Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on
enquiries@heritage.tas.qov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the
place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be
met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage
values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council
not currently acknowledged.

Setting:

11 and 11a Crown Street are located in the northern Tasmanian city of Launceston. Crown Street is a narrow street
running north-south and sits on the southern outskirts of the central business district. The area is renowned for its
narrow side streets and single-storey historic streetscapes.

Description:

11 and 11a Crown Street are a pair of single-storey brick conjoined houses with corrugated iron roof. The conjoined
houses faces west, towards West Launceston.

The facade features elaborately moulded parapet, central firewall and front verandahs with timber detailing. Both
residences comprise four main rooms, the hallway flanking the central firewall with amenities at the rear. Original
interior cornices, dados, doors, windows, fireplaces, floorboards and skirting boards contribute to the representative
character of the style of building. The cottage facades are set back from Crown Street with a low picket fence marking
the boundary.

Original plans for the site include water closets that were separate buildings behind each terrace but no longer survive
(QVMAG, LCC:1991:AD:1523). 11 and 11a Crown Street backyards measure approximately 10 metres by 5 metres
each, and are separated by a wooden boundary fence.

History:
The Launceston area is the country of the Northern Midlands Aboriginal nation (Ryan 2012, pp.29-31).
The land on which 11 and 11a Crown Street now sit was, after European settlement, part of a grant to public servant
John Woolrabe in 1839 (Tasmanian Archives RD1/1 Book 7 p.78). The low-lying land was adjacent to a creek that led

to further development of the area.
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By 1910 businessman Frederick A Beaumont, owner of a large rental portfolio across Launceston, had acquired a
residence at 11 Crown Street (Launceston assessment roll, 1910). He demolished the building and applied to erect a
new one in February 1912. The application noted the exterior walls were to be of brick; interior walls of lath and
plaster; the foundations of stone and the roof of iron. The builder was H Knight (QVMAG, LCC:1991:AD:1523).

At this time the street was known as Victoria Street but later changed to Crown Street to avoid confusion with Victoria
Street in the Launceston southern suburb of Young Town. By July 1912 Beaumont’s investment property at 11 and 11a
Crown Street had been completed and advertised for rent. It was described as ‘new’ with ‘every convenience’
(Examiner, 24 July 1912 p.8).

The Beaumont family lived at 28 Elphin Road where Frederick died in 1926 ( Daily Telegraph, 27 March 1926 p.1). In
his will his left a large property portfolio, including 11 and 11a Victoria Street, to his widow Bella Maud Beaumont
(Tasmanian Archives AD960/1/50 #15739). In turn Bella left the property to her granddaughter Alison Beaumont at the
time of her death in 1939 (Tasmanian Archives AD960/1/64 #23655). They were still owned by Alison at the time of the
1957 assessment roll (Launceston assessment roll, 1957) and leased to tenants. One of these, Charles Lee, appears
to have bought 11 Crown Street as he owned the property at the time of his death in 1986 ( Tasmanian Archives
AD960/1/195 #76977).

In 2022 the conjoined residence remains a pair of private residences.

Comparative Analysis

Conjoined or terrace houses are found throughout Australian capital cities established in the nineteenth century ,
including Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart. It is a distinctive housing type mainly built between the 1850s and the
1890s (Tibbits & Goad 2012, p695). Predominantly located in more densely populated areas, there are pockets of
conjoined or terrace housing in both Hobart and Launceston.

There are several substantial Victorian-era brick terraces in Launceston which reflect the wealth and expansion of the
city during that period. These include Dunorlan Terrace (THR#6622), a group of 11 two-storey terraces completed in
1884 commissioned by landowner and philanthropist Henry Reed to house artisan class men, and adjacent Dunorlan
Cottages (THR#3807), built in his memory to accommodate destitute elderly women. Dorset Terrace (THR#4573) built
in 1888, is a set of five two-storey terrace houses that feature decorative cast iron lace verandahs and polychromatic
brickwork. Middlesex Terrace (THR#3938) and Eskview Terrace (THR#6317) a complex of two-storey terraces
constructed c1905 that extend along Cameron and Wellington Streets.

In Hobart the three-storey timber Chatsworth Terraces (THR#2096) sit prominently on Brooker Avenue, the main
entrance into the centre of Hobart. Terraces of more moderate scale and decoration are spread across Hobart and
include Seabrook Cottages (THR#12025), Conjoined Terrace Houses (THR#2209, #2210, #5946, #5945, #6258)
located at 100-110 Campbell Street and incorporate a corner store. Back-to-back rows of brick terraces, 43-53 Smith
Street (THR#2875) and 46-56 George Street (THR#6376, #6375, #6374, #6372, #6371, #6370) were designed by
George Fagg as social housing for the Hobart Benevolent Society in 1895. Conjoined sandstone cottages at 49-59
Lansdowne Crescent feature three pairs with varying additions and presentations to the street.

Although less common, there are some examples of intact early twentieth century conjoined red brick terraces in
Tasmania, particularly those at 59-63 Patrick Street (THR#2564) constructed c1910; a single-storey set of four red
brick terraces that sit atop a rise, sharing a hipped roof form and narrow floorplan marked by brick parapets. The row
of three grander red brick terraces named Elgin, Govan and Oban at 86-90 Warwick Street (THR#2602), constructed
¢1900, each feature access via an elevated walkway with the ground floor set below street level, windows on the lower
level, and recessed porch to the main entrance.

References
Daily Telegraph, 27 March 1926.

Examiner, 24 July 1912.

Launceston assessment rolls, 1910 & 1957.

Morris, J & D 1989 History in our Streets: The Origins of Launceston street names Regal Press.
QVMAG, LCC:1991:AD:1523.

Ryan, Lyndall 2012, Tasmanian Aborigines: A history since 1803, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest NSW.

Tasmanian Archives, RD1/1 Book 7 p.78.

Report Date: Wednesday, November 2, 202 Page 3 of 4



Tasmanian Archives, AD960/1/50 #15739.
Tasmanian Archives, AD960/1/64 #23655.
Tasmanian Archives, AD960/1/195 #76977.

Tibbits, G. & Goad, P. ‘Terrace Houses’ in Philip Goad and Julie Willis (eds), The Encyclopedia of Australian
Architecture, Cambridge University Press, Port Melbourne (Vic.), 2012. p.695.

Report Date: Wednesday, November 2, 202 Page 4 of 4



m

Note

1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for 'Conjoined houses', #12067 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.

2. Lot 1 is the whole of Strata Plan 153326, the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line.

3. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless otherwise described, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be
accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).

4. For the purpose of S15(4)(b) of the Historic Cultural Act 1995, this plan represents the boundary for this entry in the
Tasmanian Heritage Register.
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