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232-234 Charles St, c1960s
Webb Collection, Tasmanian Archives

232-234 Charles Street, Launceston
NRE 2022

232-234 Charles Street, 1992
QVMAG

Statement of Significance: (non-statutory summary)
The historic architecture of the city of Launceston is a tangible demonstration of the evolution, boom and bust of the Tasmanian
economy. 232 and 234 Charles Street, Launceston were erected at a critical point in these fortunes, during the Depression of
the early 1890s, when finance for investments, including property was difficult to secure. They are both intact examples of
terrace housing, with a high degree of internal and external integrity and have a special association with architect Alfred Luttrell .
The family firm Alfred ran with his brother Sidney was responsible for several significant residential , commercial and religious
buildings across northern Tasmania and afterwards in New Zealand .
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Why is it significant?:
The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from
the Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:
a)

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

The erection of 232 and 234 Charles Street represents a period of enormous economic uncertainty after the collapse
of the Van Diemen’s Land Bank several months earlier. Securing investment around this time was difficult and many
businesses went bankrupt. The conjoined terrace also demonstrates the choice of speculators to invest close to the
central business district and opposite a newly erected school. This was all prior to the establishment of tram routes
and subsequent development of suburbs in higher elevations across Launceston.
b)

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
c)

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s history.

No Data Recorded
d)

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s history.

232 and 234 Charles Street are of historic cultural heritage significance as an intact example of late 19th century
terrace housing. Internally the terraces retain their original spatial layout and detail, whilst externally the front and rear
elevations have a high level of integrity.
e)

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

No Data Recorded
f)

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded
g)

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

232 and 234 Charles Street, Launceston forms part of a distinct group of buildings designed by brothers (Alfred)
Edgar (1865-1924) and Edward (Sidney) Luttrell (1872-1932), who were active in the west, north-west and northern
regions of Tasmania around the Federation period. They left a substantial legacy of built heritage across these areas,
including the 1891-1892 Hobart Exhibition Buildings, Price Memorial Hall (THR# 11799) & Scotch Chapel (THR#3963)
in Launceston, Empire Hotel (THR#5645) & Penghana (THR#5642) at Queenstown, Ormiston (THR#5651) at Strahan
and several religious, residential, and commercial buildings in Tasmania and New Zealand.
h)

The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded

Heritage approval is required for work that will result in changes to the nature or appearance
of the fabric of a Heritage place, both internal and external.
Please refer to the Heritage Council's Works Guidelines (www.heritage.tas.gov.au) for
information about the level of approval required and appropriate outcomes.
Heritage Advisors are also available to answer questions and provide guidance on
enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au or Tel 1300850332

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the
place on the Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be
met. The data sheet is not intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage
values of the place, there may be other heritage values of interest to the Heritage Council
not currently acknowledged.
Setting:
232 and 234 Charles Street are a pair of conjoined houses in the northern Tasmanian city of Launceston . They are
located on the southern fringe of the central business district and face east. The street is a busy thoroughfare
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comprising restaurants, cafes and residences. The neighbouring conjoined houses at 230 Charles Street (THR 9915)
share some stylistic similarities

Description:
232 and 234 Charles Street, Launceston are a pair of two-storey conjoined Federation era brick terraces with gabled
roof, moulded chimneys, decorative cast iron and close bracketed eaves. Firewalls with decorative consoles divide the
pair from the other terraces.
On both levels addressing the street are verandahs under a separate roof supported by slender poles with iron lace
railings, brackets and screens. On the upper level are two double hung sash windows. On the ground floor is a door to
the side with transom and side lights and is supported by ionic pilasters. Flanking this is a double hung sash window
which is bordered by narrow casements. The window is surrounded by a decorative architrave which is supported by
Corinthian colonettes.
Both residences comprise two floors. A timber staircase is located in each hallway flanking the central firewall with
amenities at the rear. Original interior cornices, dados, doors, windows, fireplaces, floorboards and skirting boards
contribute to the representative character of the style of building. The terrace facades are set back from Charles Street
with small gardens and low brick fence marking the boundary.

History:
The Launceston area is the country of the Northern Midlands Aboriginal nation (Ryan 2012, pp.29–31).
Early European history
Launceston was established by the colonial garrison of Lieutenant William Paterson after examination of the site by
William Collins in 1804 and the failure of settlement at Yorktown and Outer Cove (later George Town). It was part of
the British penal system but also developed as a port, administrative and commercial centre.
Richard Walmsley
The addresses now known as 232 and 234 Charles Street were built for businessman and investor Richard Walmsley
between January 1891 and January 1892 (Hobart Gazette, Launceston assessment rolls, 1891-1892). The architect
was Alfred E Luttrell, who called for tenders for two brick villas for Mr R Walmsley in October 1891 (Daily Telegraph,
10 October 1891:8).

The timing of their construction was risky. The colony was suffering the after-shocks of the collapse of the Van
Diemen’s Land Bank in August that year, and securing finance was difficult. Many business ventures went bankrupt
and investment properties were forfeited to the banks. The recently erected Charles Street State School (THR#4031)
across the road may have been an incentive to build the houses.
Edgar and Edward Luttrell, architects
Walmsley hired (Alfred) Edgar (1865-1924) and Edward (Sidney) Luttrell (1872-1932); emerging sibling architects and
building contractors, who were educated in Tasmania. After serving an apprenticeship with architect Harry Conway in
Launceston, Alfred established a firm in Launceston, while his younger brother established offices on the west coast
and north -west coast. Between them they left a substantial built legacy including the 1891-1892 Hobart Exhibition
Buildings, Price Memorial Hall (THR#11799) and Scotch Chapel (THR#3963) in Launceston, Empire Hotel (THR#5645)
and Penghana (THR#5642) at Queenstown, Ormiston (THR#5651) at Strahan and a number of religious, residential
and commercial buildings across the north of the state. Around 1902 they moved to Christchurch in New Zealand,
where they made a significant contribution to architecture in the region, and introduced the Chicago skyscraper,
fostered the use of reinforced concrete and specialised in grandstands (McEwan 1989:94-97)

Walmsley, the son and namesake of a Port Arthur convict, was clearly ambitious. Newspaper accounts chronicled
forays into mining, property and shopkeeping. However, his ownership of 232-234 Charles Street didn’t last long. In
early May 1898 Walmsley was declared bankrupt. By the end of the month, he was dead (Launceston Examiner, 6
May 1898 & 30 May 1898). Accountant (later Sir) William Rolph, afterwards proprietor of the Examiner newspaper,
was appointed trustee of Walmsley’s affairs. The pair of terraces at 232-234 Charles Street were purchased by
Launceston solicitor Charles Frodsham, who set up residence with his wife Cherry in 232 Charles Street ( Wises Post
Office Directory, 1903 p.577); C of A electoral roll, 1922).
Charles was a well-travelled solicitor having practised in New South Wales , Victoria and New Zealand. His wife, Irish
born Cherry (nee Fitzgerald) inherited the terrace when Charles died in 1926 ( Daily Telegraph, 4 January 1926 &
Launceston assessment roll, 1930). Like many women of her generation, Cherry’s efforts have largely slipped from
view: she was a journalist, volunteer with many charities, and according to her obituary actively involved with the
Women’s National Association (Examiner, 11 January 1934). It campaigned for women’s rights including the living
wages and the custody and welfare of children. She died in 1934.
Comparative Analysis:
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Conjoined or terrace houses are found throughout Australian capital cities established in the nineteenth century ,
including Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart. It is a distinctive housing type mainly built between the 1850s and the
1890s (Tibbits & Goad 2012, p.695). Predominantly located in more densely populated areas, there are pockets of
conjoined or terrace housing in both Hobart and Launceston.
There are several substantial Victorian-era brick terraces in Launceston which reflect the wealth and expansion of the
city during that period. These include Dunorlan Terrace (THR#6622), a group of 11 two-storey terraces completed in
1884 commissioned by landowner and philanthropist Henry Reed to house artisan class men, and adjacent Dunorlan
Cottages (THR#3807), built in his memory to accommodate destitute elderly women. Dorset Terrace (THR#4573) built
in 1888, is a set of five two-storey terrace houses that feature decorative cast iron lace verandahs and polychromatic
brickwork. Middlesex Terrace (THR#3938) and Eskview Terrace (THR#6317) a complex of two-storey terraces
constructed c1905 that extend along Cameron and Wellington Streets.
In Hobart the three-storey timber Chatsworth Terraces (THR#2096) sit prominently on Brooker Avenue, the main
entrance into the centre of Hobart. Terraces of more moderate scale and decoration are spread across Hobart and
include Seabrook Cottages (THR#12025), Conjoined Terrace Houses (THR#2209, #2210, #5946, #5945, #6258)
located at 100-110 Campbell Street and incorporate a corner store. Back-to-back rows of brick terraces, 43-53 Smith
Street (THR#2875) and 46-56 George Street (THR#6376, #6375, #6374, #6372, #6371, #6370) were designed by
George Fagg as social housing for the Hobart Benevolent Society in 1895. Conjoined sandstone cottages at 49-59
Lansdowne Crescent feature three pairs with varying additions and presentations to the street.
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Note

1. Lot 1 represents the registered boundary for 'Conjoined houses', #12066 on the Tasmanian Heritage Register.
2. Lot 1 is the whole of parcels FR 38403/1 & 19121/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line.
3. All boundaries are parcel boundaries unless otherwise described, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be
accessed through the Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).
4. For the purpose of S15(4)(b) of the Historic Cultural Act 1995, this plan replaces any previous registered boundary.
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