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Soldiers Memorial 

Avenue: Portion 1

DPIPWE

South African (Boer) 

War Memorial at right

DPIPWE

2/40th Infantry 

Battalion monument

DPIPWE

Soldiers Memorial 

Avenue: Portion 2

DPIPWE

Well-developed Avenue 

trees in Portion 2

DPIPWE

Soldiers Memorial 

Avenue: Portion 3

DPIPWE

Avenue trees have 

bronze plaques atop 

plinths

DPIPWE

23 Feb 2020: 2/40th 

Infantry Battalion 

monument

1918: preparing for 

tree planting

February 1919 September 1919 2014: the 2/40th 

Infantry Battalion 

monument

Setting: The Soldiers Memorial Avenue, South African (Boer) War Memorial and the 2/40th Infantry Battalion 

monument are located on the eastern (River Derwent-facing) side of the main north-west to south-east 

ridgeline of the Queen’s Domain, to the immediate north-west of the centre of the City of Hobart. 
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The Soldiers Memorial Avenue traverses land that generally slopes downward towards the north -east. 

Its Aberdeen Street end has an elevation of about 15 metres above sea level.  From here, the Avenue 

gradually climbs to an elevation of about 90 metres above sea level at its north-west-most extent, which is at 

the 'Cross Roads' alongside the intersection of Clearys Gates and Upper Domain Roads.

 

 The Queen's Domain lies on the western shore of the Derwent estuary, in an area within the contiguous 

region occupied by the Tasmanian Aboriginal people of what in the present day is known as the South East 

nation (Ryan 2012, pp. 39-41).  The open grassy woodlands of the Domain are a remnant of what was once 

a considerably more extensive land system comprising much of the lower Derwent valley.  This landscape is 

a likely product of fire-management practices by Tasmanian Aboriginal people (de Gryse 1996, p. 19).

Description: SOLDIERS MEMORIAL AVENUE

 The Soldiers Memorial Avenue contains 535 trees planted on both sides of a pedestrian pathway. 

It commemorates men – and one woman, Matron Jean Nellie Miles Walker of the Australian Army Nursing 

Service – who prior to enlistment came mainly from Hobart, and during World War I were killed in military 

action, or died of wounds, sickness, disease or in accidents (SMA website, ‘Facts’).  From its southern end 

at the intersection of Liverpool and Aberdeen Streets, the Avenue meanders for approximately 1.7 km in a 

generally north-westerly direction, before terminating in a looped path with an approximate circumference of 

800 metres encircling the Crossroads Sports Ground and the Soldiers Memorial Oval.  

 

 Each tree has an accompanying bronze plaque mounted on the slightly-inclined upper surface of a low, 

unpainted concrete plinth.  These plinths are generally situated between each tree and the Avenue’s central 

path.  The plaques include a depiction of a military shoulder patch or badge associated with the person 

whom the tree commemorates, together with details of their name, rank and unit; date and place of death; 

and (if known) their pre-enlistment life and occupation, and the names of their immediate family and 

children. 

 

 At the time of this assessment in early 2021, the Avenue consists of trees planted within three phases: 

 - the August 1918 and February 1919 initial ceremonial plantings of Cedrus deodara (deodar or 'Himalayan' 

cedar), Cedrus atlantica 'Glauca' (blue Atlas cedar) and Cedrus atlantica (Atlas cedar) trees – and in the 

following decades, replantings of these when they failed; 

 - the replacement during the 1960s of missing cedars with Cupressus sempervirens (Italian cypress);  and 

 - the 2008 and onwards plantings of young Cedrus libani (Lebanese cedar) trees as part of the Avenue’s 

restoration.  

 

 The Avenue also comprises three distinctly different portions , and these contain different mixtures of the 

main planting phases.

 

 Portion 1:  Aberdeen Street to Davies Avenue

 

 The Soldiers Memorial Avenue begins to the immediate north-east of the intersection of Aberdeen and 

Liverpool Streets.  Ascending the hill close to the south-eastern side of the Doone Kennedy Hobart Aquatic 

Centre, the central pedestrian path in this portion of the Avenue is 2.0 m-wide and of exposed-aggregate 

concrete.  The path climbs in a generally north-easterly direction for approximately 200 metres, passing 

beneath the north-western end of the adjacent Bridge of Remembrance before terminating at Davies Avenue .  

The nineteen trees in this portion of the Avenue are set out in two rows , one to each side of the path, 

surrounded by areas of regularly and closely-mown lawn.  Of the nineteen trees in Portion 1, only three are 

Lebanese cedars planted since 2008 to replace failed original trees.

 

 Other nearby features which are situated outside the registered area and do not form part of this 

Registration include the:

 - Charles Meredith Drinking Fountain, a squared sandstone obelisk;

 - Bridge of Remembrance, a pedestrian bridge over the adjacent Tasman Highway;  and

 - five mature and large deodar cedars – three of which flank the north-east side of the Bridge of 

Remembrance, and two its south-west side.

 

 Portion 2:  Davies Avenue to the southeast embankment of the Soldiers Memorial Oval

 

 From its junction with Davies Street, the Soldiers Memorial Avenue proceeds for approximately 1.5 km in a 

generally north-westerly direction until it meets the base of the embankment at the south-eastern corner of 

the Soldiers Memorial Oval.  Much of this portion is through grassy areas within white gum woodland, and 

here for the most part the Avenue takes the form of an approximately 50 m-wide corridor of slashed or mown 

grass with a central 3.5 m-wide gravelled pedestrian path.

 

 The Avenue’s plantings in this portion mostly comprise an inner pair of parallel rows of trees , each about 5 

m from the central pathway’s edges, flanked by an outer pair of rows each of which is in turn about 15 m 

away from its adjacent inner row.  Within each of these four rows, the Avenue trees are planted 

approximately 15 m apart.  The undulating nature of the topography constrains views along the Avenue to a 
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maximum distance of a few hundred metres in either direction, while simultaneously the relatively consistent 

cross-fall to the north-east reveals continuously-changing vistas to the River Derwent and the hills on the 

river’s eastern shore.

 

 Of the total 393 trees that comprise Portion 2 of the Avenue, 223 are Lebanese cedars planted since 2008 

within ceremonies organised by the community group the Friends of Soldiers Memorial Avenue (‘FOSMA’).  

These young plantings are particularly prevalent within the two ‘uphill’ rows of trees in the part of Portion 2 

between the TCA Ground and the Avenue’s Portion 1, and also within each of the two outer rows of trees in 

the part of Potion 2 on the northern side of the TCA Ground i.e. between the Ground and the embankment of 

the Soldiers Memorial Oval.

 

 For a length of approximately 100 m where it passes between the Victoria Gunpowder Magazine (THR 

2921) to the north and the Tasmanian Cricket Association (‘TCA’) Ground to the south, the Avenue consists 

of only two rows of trees – one to each of the sides of its central path.  Twenty or so of the Avenue’s trees in 

this vicinity are large and well-developed as a consequence of rainwater run- off from the carefully-tended TCA 

Ground.  

 

 Portion 3:  Soldiers Memorial Oval and Crossroads Sports Ground

 

 The northern-most portion of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue comprises an approximately 800 m-long 

gravelled pedestrian path around the perimeter of two side-by-side sporting ovals – the Crossroads Sports 

Ground, and to its immediate north-east the much larger Soldiers Memorial Oval.  A stair positioned to the 

latter oval’s south-east, on axis with the north-west end of the Avenue’s Portion 2, links that portion with 

Portion 3’s looped path around the ovals.

 

 The set-out of the majority of the 123 trees in Portion 3 of the Avenue, similar to those in Portion 1, is in two 

rows, with one row to each side of the path.  In each of two specific locations on the loop – one at its 

junction with that leading from the stair, and another on its opposite side, adjacent to the intersection of 

Clearys Gates and Upper Domain Roads (‘the Crossroads’) – groups of trees are planted in positions which 

form short outer rows.  In a few other locations on the loop, the two-row configuration is interrupted by short 

sections which contain trees on only one or the other side of the path.

 

 114 of the 123 trees within Portion 3 of the Avenue have been planted since 2008, within ceremonies 

organised by FOSMA.  The ID numbers of 25 of these newly-planted trees have ‘H’ prefixes to indicate that 

they commemorate people who were not among those listed in early 20th-century records of the Avenue or 

shown on the c.1930s map of its trees and the men for which they were planted.  During its work on the 

Avenue, FOSMA sourced these people’s names from the Hobart Town Hall Honour Board and determined 

that trees should be added for them (FOSMA 2015, 'Planting' section; Howard 2005a, p.101; SMA website, 

‘About’).

 

 In addition to these 114, nine mature trees remain at the corner of the looped path closest to the 

Crossroads.  Six of the nine appear to be remnants of the commemorative cedars either planted in 1919 or 

replaced in subsequent decades.  The other three, which are Italian cypresses, are like those of the same 

species elsewhere in the Avenue believed to be 1960s-planted replacements of the original cedar trees.

 

 Other nearby features which are situated outside the registered area and do not form part of this 

Registration include the:

 - two Sequoiadendron giganteum (giant redwood, sometimes known as Sierra redwood) trees to the 

immediate north of the Portion 3 loop’s north-west corner, on either side of the road to the Coastal Wireless 

Station’s junction with the Crossroads;

 - William Keith Eltham pavilion, a small amenities building between the two ovals;

 - Legacy Park and children’s Nature Playground, including the commemorative ‘Field of Poppies’ sculpture;  

and 

 - amenities building which flanks the south-west edge of Legacy Park.  At its north-west end this building 

incorporates a series of large interpretive display panels, which include explanations of the Park’s 

commemoration of ‘the Centenary of ANZAC 2014-2018’ and a brief history of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue’

s 1918-19 creation and 21st-century refurbishment.

 

 The differing planting dates and species of the trees within the Soldiers Memorial Avenue

 

 The range of ‘different forms, structures, colours and growth habits’ of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue’s trees 

– and the consequence that it ‘lacks a defined form or cohesive unifying structure’ – was noted by Gwenda 

Sheridan in her Queens Domain Hobart: Historical Landscape Assessment Report (1999, p. 26), and still 

holds true.  With the exception of some of the trees alongside the Aquatic Centre and those to the 

immediate north of the TCA Ground, the Avenue’s originally-planted cedars have failed to reach anything like 

their expected mature form.  The available evidence suggests a range of possible reasons for this, including 

natural variations in the shallow soils over the dolerite outcrop within this area of the Queens Domain, which 
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leads to the fast drainage of rainwater; and a documented uneven history of irrigation of the trees since the 

early 1920s (FOSMA 2007, p. 80; HCC 2004, p. 18; Howard 2005b, p. 1). 

 Consequently, the Avenue’s appearance is not consistent with what could be expected of a commemorative 

planting of its age and size.  

 

 At the time of Heritage Tasmania's assessment in early 2021, the tree species and phases of planting – 

within the combined Portions 1, 2 and 3 of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue – can be summarised as follows:

 

 - 535  –  total number of trees;  with

 

 - 179  –  Atlas, deodar and blue Atlas cedars planted in 1918-19, or re-planted in later decades

(33.4% of the total number of trees);

 

 - 16  –  Italian cypresses planted in the 1960s

(3.0% of the total number of trees);  and

 

 - 340  –  cedars planted by FOSMA since 2005 

(63.6% of the total number of trees).

 

 To the east of the Aquatic Centre, as the pedestrian path within Portion 1 of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue 

turns northwards, it passes two other features with commemorative military associations:

 

 SOUTH AFRICAN (BOER) WAR MEMORIAL

 

 An approximately 3.7 m-high sandstone plinth featuring decorative detailing, surmounted by an 

approximately 2.4 m-high bronze statue of a soldier who faces Sullivans Cove.  The soldier holds binoculars 

and has a rifle, with its barrel pointing down, slung over one shoulder.  Bronze panels on two of the plinth’s 

opposite faces incorporate raised lettering.  One is a list of names of 32 Tasmanian soldiers who died in the 

war; and the other the names of the eight separate contingents sent from Tasmania to South Africa between 

October 1899 and May 1902, together with each contingent’s total number of soldiers , commanding officer’s 

name and date of departure.  The two remaining faces also feature bronze panels – one depicting the figure 

of a soldier on a horse, and the other a troopship upon the ocean.  Beneath the list of 32 dead soldiers, a 

granite panel set flush with the plinth’s base is inscribed ‘This Memorial Stone Was Laid By H .R.H. The 

Duke Of Cornwall And York On The 4th July, 1901.’  The memorial is surrounded by a fence of black-painted 

decorative cast-iron.  A separate bronze plaque is mounted on a low unpainted concrete plinth set in the 

lawn to the south-east of the memorial and outside its fence.  This plaque was unveiled in 2012 to jointly 

commemorate Nurse Elizabeth Orr, an ‘outstanding Tasmanian nurse of The Anglo-Boer War and World 

War I,’ together with ‘all those Tasmanian nurses who went to South Africa at their own expense in the 

Anglo-Boer War’.

 

 2 / 40TH INFANTRY BATTALION MONUMENT

 

 An engraved asymmetrical pillar and adjoining offset plinth , both of reconstituted sandstone, set within a 

rectangle-shaped bed of fine white-coloured gravel. 

 The monument, unveiled in 2013, commemorates the members of a World War II Australian Imperial Force 

battalion who were recruited almost entirely from Tasmania.  These soldiers then served from early 1942 

onwards within a detachment called Sparrow Force. 

 Buried under the monument is a scroll with the names of all of the 919 members of the battalion, of whom 

271 died in combat or as prisoners of war ( ‘Monument Australia’ website).

 

History: Following Hobart Town’s establishment in 1804, the open woodland to the settlement’s north on the west 

bank of the Derwent was commonly referred to as the Government Paddock.  A buffer zone between the 

infant township and the bush, the area was set aside for public use in the early 1800s, and was used for 

grazing stock and as a source of timber (Terry 1999, pp. 7, 9).  

 

 After Queen Victoria becoming the monarch of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in 1837, the 

Government Paddock came to be known as the Queen’s Domain.  About 600 acres (240 or so hectares) of 

the Queens Domain was set aside in 1860 as a Crown reserve ‘for the use and recreation of the citizens of 

Hobart Town’.  It was laid out in wide carriage drives that were utilised by fashionable Hobart society for 

driving and riding, and began to be planted with ornamental trees.  However, as a result of a deliberate policy 

to maintain its park-like environment, most of the Domain remained a lightly-timbered grassland.  This made 

it amenable for public recreation (Sheridan 1999, pp. 15-16, 18, 21; Terry 1999, pp. 13, 14, 20-22).  

 

 The Queen’s Domain Vesting Act, passed in 1917, transferred management of the then remaining 

approximately 476 acres (about 193 hectares) of the Queens Domain from the Lands Department to the 

Hobart City Council (de Gryse 1996, p. 3; SMA website, ‘Queens Domain’).  

 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 Page 4 of 15



 Tasmania and the South African (Boer) War

 Towards the end of the 19th century, an escalating conflict between the British Empire and the ‘Boer’ 

(descendants of Dutch and other early European colonists) republics of southern Africa led to the outbreak 

of a war which lasted from 11 October 1899 until 31 May 1902.  Known in the present-day as the South 

African War, the conflict has in the past often been referred to as the Boer War , and also as the Second 

Boer War and the Anglo-Boer War.  In a show of support for the Empire, the governments of Canada, New 

Zealand, Natal, Cape Colony and the six separate colonies in Australia all offered to send soldiers to the 

conflict.  After the six Australian colonies formed the Commonwealth of Australia in 1901, the new Australian 

Government also sent ‘Commonwealth’ contingents to the war.  The pre- and post-federation official 

Australian contingents contained a total of approximately 10,000 soldiers – the often-cited figure of 16,500 

apparently double-counts the thousands of men who enlisted twice – and a further 7,000 Australian men 

served with other colonial or so-called ‘irregular’ units (Wilcox 2001, pp. 8, 9).

 

The Tasmanian government initially offered a small contingent of 80 soldiers to fight in South Africa.  In the 

following months and years, strong resistance from the Boer forces led to further recruiting in the Australian 

colonies.  Altogether approximately 860 Tasmanians fought in South Africa, with each of the several 

contingents that left the State officially farewelled and every returning group feted when it arrived home 

(Henning 2017b; Reynolds 2012, p. 222).  The currently available evidence suggests that a total of 43 

Tasmanian soldiers – 35 from the contingents that were officially despatched from Tasmania , and another 

eight who served outside those contingents – died in the South African War (Watson 2019, pp. 15, 53, 

62-63).  Records indicate that a total of approximately 500 Australian soldiers died during the conflict, and 

that disease was the cause of about half of this total (Wilcox 2001, p. 9).  

 

 At the beginning of the South African War, hundreds of women from the Australian colonies, trained and 

untrained, offered to nurse in South Africa.  The various colonial authorities responded differently , with four of 

the colonies – New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia – sending groups of 

nurses with some form of War Office approval or support .  The Tasmanian government refused to send any 

nurses at all, despite receiving ‘numerous offers and pleas’ ,

         including one on behalf of the nurses at the Launceston General Hospital, expressing 

         disappointment at the decision not to send nurses, and requesting that the matter be

         reconsidered (Bassett 1988, pp. 3-4).

 

 However, several nurses from Tasmania paid their own fares to South Africa and found employment there , 

as did some from other colonies.  Collectively, these nurses’ involvement in the war began a tradition of 

Australian military nursing that continued to grow during the 20th century, and also had ramifications for 

civilian nursing in Australia.  Attracted to war service by the promise of order and discipline, and ‘partly 

because they saw it as a channel for improving the status of nursing in general’, South African war service 

also raised nurses’ own standing among their colleagues.  For instance, the Tasmanian Returned Army 

Sisters’ Association – under the leadership of Elizabeth Orr (1860-1945), who had nursed with British forces 

in the South African War and later in World War I – worked with ‘some success’ to pursue preferential 

employment for returned nurses (Bassett 1988, pp. 7-8; Macintyre 2005).

 

 Development of the South African War Memorial in the Queens Domain

 This monument was created to commemorate all Tasmanian soldiers who died in service or were killed in 

action during the South African War.  Described at its inception as the ‘Tasmanian Soldiers’ National 

Memorial’, its foundation stone was laid by the Duke of York and Cornwall in a public ceremony on 4 July 

1901.  The Duke, who later in 1910 became King George V, was visiting Australia as part of his tour of the 

British Empire to thank its Dominions for their participation in the war. 

At the time of the ceremony in Hobart, the completed form of the memorial had not yet been determined.  

Within a cavity in the stone were placed lists of names of soldiers in the Tasmanian contingents that had up 

to that point been sent to South Africa, and of the names of those who had taken part in the work of 

commissioning the memorial, together with copies of newspapers containing announcements of recent 

important events (Mercury 5 July 1901, p. 3). 

 

 Some time after the ceremonial placement of the war memorial’s foundation stone , an inspection of 

recently-completed designs in England and Europe was undertaken by Alan Walker , the memorial 

committee’s honorary consulting architect.  Following his return, the committee announced a design 

competition for the completion of the Queens Domain monument (Mercury 1 Feb 1905, p. 6).  Ten 

competition entries were received from England and 36 from Australia (Mercury 14 Dec 1925, p. 5).  In 

August 1903 the competition’s first prize was won by London-born and Royal Academy of Arts-trained 

painter and sculptor Benjamin Sheppard (1876–1910). 

 

 Benjamin Sheppard and the completion of the South African War Memorial

An energetic and inspiring teacher who was in 1900 appointed art master at the Hobart Technical School, 

Sheppard had worked prolifically on a range of commissions since his 1896 arrival in Tasmania.  In 1898, 

within the 1888 wing of St Mary's College (THR 3306) in Hobart, he painted a small mural depicting ‘Christ 

Blessing the Children’.  This led to his work on two large murals on the north-west wall of the sanctuary of 
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St Joseph’s Church (THR 107) in Hobart – which although painted over in the late 1930s, were discovered in 

2003 to still be intact underneath layers of previously-applied wall paint (AoH website).

 

 Portraits completed by Benjamin Sheppard include Tasmanian premiers Sir Phillip Fysh and Sir Neil Elliott 

Lewis, as well as sixty portrait-supplements for the Launceston Weekly Courier.  A much-admired large 

painting, ‘The Return of Colonel Cameron and the first Tasmanian Contingent sent to the Anglo -Boer War’, 

took Sheppard 18 months to complete.  Among Sheppard’s students at the Hobart Technical School were 

Mildred Lovett (1880–1955) and Florence Rodway (1881–1971), who also became well- regarded Tasmanian 

artists (Backhouse 1988;  Backhouse & Kolenberg 1986;  Ewins 1988).

Following his competition win, Sheppard did some preliminary work in Hobart on the memorial, then in 

January 1904 departed for London.  He established a studio in Chelsea, where he worked on a clay model of 

the statue, finishing the model in July of that year.  Following this, the figure’s final casting in bronze was 

undertaken over a 13-week period by Singer and Co. of Frome in Somerset, and the resulting statue was 

shipped to Hobart in late 1904.  Construction and carving of the pedestal’s stonework – and the placement 

in position of the statue and bronze panels, after their arrival aboard the SS Papanni – were carried out in 

Hobart by contractors Rodgers & Young (Tasmanian News 1st Dec 1904, p. 4; Mercury 1st Feb 1905, p. 6).

 

 The completed memorial was officially unveiled by Tasmania’s Governor Sir Gerald Strickland , before a 

crowd reported as containing thousands of people, during a ceremony on 1 February 1905 ( Mercury 14 Dec 

1925, p.5).  Acknowledged as a sensitive piece of work and described as ‘undoubtedly Sheppard's 

masterpiece’, the memorial received generous acclaim in Britain and Australia .  At Halifax in West Yorkshire 

a replica of the statue, atop a memorial there to soldiers from the local parish who had died in the First and 

Second Boer Wars, was unveiled about twelve weeks earlier on 7 November 1904 (Ewins 1988; and ‘War 

Memorials Online’ website).

 

 In 1905, joined in London by his family, Sheppard enjoyed recognition, with portrait commissions, work 

exhibited in the Royal Academy of Arts, and election to the Society of British Sculptors.  In mid-1906 he 

contracted tuberculosis.  After a year in sanatoriums, he went to South Africa where by 1909, working and 

exhibiting again, he achieved considerable acclaim.  Then his health failed rapidly, and on 18 March 1910 he 

died at Cape Town, widely mourned and eulogized (Ewins 1988;  Mercury 22 March 1910, p. 5).

 

 Late 19th and 20th-century evolution and civic uses of the southern part of the Domain

 By as early as 1885, the area of the Domain in the vicinity of the Charles Meredith Drinking Fountain had 

been a focal point for intersecting roads and paths of travel.  Macquarie and Liverpool Streets, the newly 

constructed Davies Avenue to the Tasmanian Cricket Association (TCA) Ground, the carriage drives that 

traversed the Domain, and the road to the Battery, Patent Slip and Regatta Grounds all converged nearby.  

Gwenda Sheridan (1999, p. 66) notes that this may have suggested the intersection as a suitable location 

for the South African War Memorial, and later also for one end of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue.

 

 However, from the middle decades of the 20th century, in a process that began with constructing the major 

road to the floating Hobart Bridge in 1943 and later the Hobart Olympic Pool in 1958, the land surrounding 

the Charles Meredith Drinking Fountain and South African War memorials was incrementally given over to 

infrastructure and recreational uses.  Subsequent widening of this major road, initially associated with the 

opening of the Tasman Bridge in 1964 and then again in the late 1980s – together with the 1995 construction 

of the Hobart Aquatic Centre – led to these monuments’ isolation within a parcel of land that was surrounded 

by car-parking areas and busy roads (Sheridan 1999, p. 67;  Terry 1999, p. 78).

 

 The inception of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue in the Queens Domain

 From late 1917 the Tasmanian State branch of the RSSILA (the Returned Soldiers' and Sailors' Imperial 

League of Australia, widely known since 1965 as the RSL) had lobbied in and around Hobart for the creation 

of an avenue of trees to commemorate those of the city’s servicemen who had died in the war .  Leslie John 

Lipscombe, Hobart City Council's then Superintendent of City Reserves, also supported the idea.  He and 

Sgt George Foster, the General Secretary of the RSSILA, played leading roles in the planning, preparation 

and planting of the Avenue (Howard 2005b, p. 2).

 

 At the time of the Avenue’s creation in 1918, the Hobart City and New Town Councils provided trees to 

residents of the municipalities of Hobart and New Town whose relatives had died during military service in 

the War, on the condition that the dead serviceman’s next-of-kin or other relative be residing within their 

municipal areas at that time (Howard 2005b, p. 4;  SMA website, ‘About’).  The war's impact on parts of 

these communities was intense.  Where the suburbs of North Hobart and West Hobart abut , for instance, 

eighteen men died who had formerly lived within 100 metres of the intersection of three small suburban 

streets – eight men from Arthur Street, five from Mary Street and five from Little Arthur Street.  

Adrian Howard (2005b, p. 4) suggests that patterns of deaths such as these, repeated in neighbourhoods 

across the city, represented concentrations of grief and loss at levels unprecedented in Hobart's history.

 

 Among the dead commemorated on the Avenue are four accountants , four solicitors, eight teachers, nine 
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butchers, eleven ‘PMG’ (i.e. Post Master-General’s Department) employees and fifty-two building 

tradesmen.  As Howard (2005b, pp. 4, 5) observes, the distribution of the range of occupations and 

workplaces of soldiers, sailors and airmen from Hobart who died overseas provides some context to the 

vitriolic debates about conscription and the series of swiftly-changing re- alignments within Australian politics 

during the years of World War I.

 

 June and July 1918:  preparation work for the Avenue

 In the winter of 1918 work commenced on preparing the Soldiers Memorial Avenue in the Queens Domain . 

 The trees, two year-old cedars procured from Ballarat, had been obtained by Hobart City Council ( Mercury 

22 June 1918, p. 6).  It was intended that when planted each tree would be surrounded by a protective 

enclosure of timber pickets, upon which would be mounted a board recording the commemorated man’s 

name and date of death (Mercury 5 Aug 1918, p. 2).

 

 Digging and preparations for the tree-planting ceremony took place principally during the afternoons of six 

consecutive Saturdays – the 22nd and 29th of June, followed by the 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th of July.  

Newspaper accounts provide colourful descriptions of the volunteer workforce and the often unfavourable 

weather in which they laboured.  Although reports of some of the Saturdays noted a ‘lack of volunteers’ and 

of progress (see for instance Mercury 24 June 1918, p. 7; and 22 July, p. 7), other days appear to have been 

better attended, with the Mercury (1 July 1918, p. 4) estimating the gathering on the 29th of June at ‘between 

6,000 and 7,000 persons’.  The work was undertaken by a broad mixture of demobilised and 

currently-enlisted soldiers; civilian family members and friends of soldiers who had been killed in the War ; 

individual professional and commercial workers from the city; and contingents of employees from a number 

of large public and private organisations (in addition to the references already cited, see also the Daily Post 

25 June 1918, p. 4; and Mercury 8 July 1918, p. 2).

 

 August 1918:  the Avenue’s first tree-planting ceremony

 Some 150 veterans marched from the Returned Soldiers' Club rooms in Elizabeth Street to attend the 

planting ceremony on Saturday 3rd August, with cadet companies, naval squads, and boy scouts also 

marching in from different points.  A temporary stage draped with flags had been erected in the vicinity of the 

South African War Memorial (The World, 5 Aug 1918, p. 2), and between 8,000 and 10,000 people gathered 

for the occasion (Howard 2005b, p. 3).  It had been intended that Sir Francis Newdegate, the State 

Governor, would deliver an address from the temporary stage, but he suffered an accidental fall from his 

horse while riding along the Avenue earlier in the day (Mercury 5 Aug 1918, p. 4).  Tasmania’s 

Lieutenant-Governor Chief Justice Sir Herbert Nicholls spoke in the Governor’s stead , and his speech was 

followed by one from Lieutenant-Colonel Young, president of the RSSILA (Mercury 5 Aug 1918, p. 2).

 

 The ‘first tree at the head of the Avenue’ was planted by Lady Doris Blackwood – the niece of Lady Helen 

Munro-Ferguson, the Governor-General’s wife, and like Lady Munro-Ferguson a member of the British 

nobility – who commencing from early in 1914 lived in Australia for a period of about five years.  Following 

this, 'each group acted on its own initiative, and there was no progressive planting', with a total of 420 trees 

reported as having been planted on the day (Cunneen 2014, p. 4; Mercury 5 August 1918, p. 2).

 

 The impacts of World War I on the broader Tasmanian community

 Although Australia’s entry into World War I was initially met with strong support from Tasmania , this unity 

dissolved into divisiveness as the war dragged on and the numbers of dead mounted (Henning 2005, p. 136).

 

 Of the Tasmanian men who enlisted during the War, approximately two thirds did so in its first two years.  

After this initial rush of volunteers, which far exceeded the State's quota, recruitment figures declined.  

The high number of casualties within Australian units and battalions led to an incessant need for new 

recruits, and intensified emerging perceptions regarding which portions of the population were bearing the 

heaviest War burdens (Henning 2005, p. 137).  

 

 The costs to Tasmania of its contribution to the war were high.  15,485 men from the State had enlisted, 

and about 80 Tasmanian nurses had served during the conflict .  More than half of the State’s approximately 

13,000 soldiers who had experienced combat while overseas sustained injuries, with 2432 dying as a 

result.  Many more of those 13,000 returned to Tasmania broken in health, physically and mentally (Henning 

2005, p. 137).

 

 February 1919: the Avenue’s second tree-planting ceremony

 A second Soldiers Memorial Avenue planting ceremony was held on Saturday 15th February 1919, with the 

Mercury (17 Feb 1919, p. 2) reporting a total of 99 trees planted on the day.  The young trees had again 

been brought to Hobart from Ballarat (Mercury 14 Feb 1919, p. 2).  While not estimating of the number of 

people at this ceremony, the Mercury (17 Feb 1919, p. 2) did note that ‘the attendance was not as large as 

on the first occasion’.  This time the Governor and Lady Newdegate were able to attend, and at the 

ceremony’s commencement each planted a tree at the city end of the Avenue , near the railway station.  At 

the time of this assessment in 2021 these two trees no longer exist.  Following a speech by the Governor,

          the tree planters then went up over the hill to the portion of the avenue opposite Government
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          House, where 100 cedars within new guards awaited them.  Little family groups gathered 

          round these, and packed the earth about the young trees ( Mercury, 17 Feb 1919, p. 2).

 

 The ‘extension avenue’ trees planted to the south-west of Hobart’s Cenotaph

 From 1919 onwards the principal focus in Hobart for memorial services held on ANZAC Day , Remembrance 

Day and other formal occasions was the site of the former Queen’s Battery and , following its unveiling at 

that site in December 1925, the Cenotaph (both of which are within THR 7137 at the time of this 

assessment in 2021).  In 1926 the Reserves Committee of the Hobart City Council decided that a new 

avenue of trees should be created to connect the Soldiers Memorial Avenue with the Cenotaph precinct 

(Howard 2005a, p. 97; Mercury 13 July 1926, p.8).  Some 20 cedars were duly planted, on a date or dates 

currently not known but most likely between 1929 and 1932, to form a two- row ‘extension avenue’ to the 

south-west of the Cenotaph.  At the time of this assessment in 2021 only two of this group of trees remain, 

with the available evidence indicating that the others had all been removed by the early 1960s (see for 

instance Anchen 2016, p. 94; and Sheridan 1999, p. 108).  In 2003, separate plaques were installed 

alongside the two remaining trees, dedicating each to an individual Tasmanian World War I soldier to 

represent all who served during World War I as soldiers , sailors, airmen, munitions workers and nurses.

 

 The Soldiers Memorial Avenue between the Wars and after World War II

 In mid-1919 the major path up through the Avenue was constructed and gravelled as an unemployment relief 

project for returned and lightly-disabled soldiers (Howard 2005a, p.103; and 2005b, p. 5).

 

 As early as 1921 the Hobart City Council’s Reserves Committee heard reports regarding the poor condition 

of trees within the Avenue (Adrian Howard, pers. comm. 11 June 2021; see also Mercury 28 June 1921, p. 3; 

and 20 July 1921, p.8), and from 1927 onwards the lack of maintenance appears to have become particularly 

conspicuous.  The Mercury published many letters and reports lamenting this, with some referring to the 

Avenue’s state as ‘disgraceful’ (29 January 1927, p.11) and ‘deplorable’ (27 May 1927, p.5).  

 

 The trees’ original name boards were replaced progressively from November 1931 with metal ‘tablets’ hung 

from the timber guards or from branches of the trees.  Between April and October in 1933 the Hobart 

Sub-branch of the RSSILA organised a series of Saturday afternoon working bees , installing ‘rockeries’ 

(Mercury 9 June 1933, p. 8), ‘cultivating the ground around the trees’ and generally attempting to ‘improve 

the appearance of the avenue’ (Mercury 6 July 1933, p.6 and 20 July 1933, p.5).  

 

 Following World War II, the Avenue received progressively less attention.  Howard (2005a, p. 104) suggests 

that reasons for this neglect may include the gradual decline of the commemorated soldiers’ Battalion 

associations, with few veterans of World War I still active; and also that with the passing of years, no longer 

were there relatives of the War’s dead or returned soldiers at Hobart City Council .  Another likely factor was 

an ongoing decline across Australia in community enthusiasm for ANZAC commemoration during the post - 

WWII decades leading up to the 1980s, which historian Carolyn Holbrook (2017, p. 49) notes appears to 

have been associated with shifting broader societal attitudes to such issues as race, gender and militarism.

 

 Adrian Howard (2005a, p. 104; and 2005b, p. 6) has noted that the Avenue’s cedar trees initially planted in 

1918 and 1919 continued to be ‘replaced as needed until the 1960s.’  In the 1960s the last remaining 

timber-picket tree guards were removed due both to their poor condition and the fact that many trees had 

outgrown the need for them.  Also during this period, missing trees were replaced with Italian cypress, a 

species chosen for its formality but not in keeping with the predominant shape and colour of the Avenue’s 

trees (SMA website, ‘History’ page).

 

 1950s and 60s: removal of Avenue trees for a temporary tip and a new sports oval

 In 1955, the fast-growing Hobart High School began negotiations with the Education Department for the 

creation of a new oval near the Cross Roads.  Options, including access rights and sharing the cost, 

continued to be discussed in the years that followed.  From mid-1960 Hobart City Council’s Reserves 

Committee and the RSL reviewed alternative layouts and worked towards an agreement on removing some 

of the Avenue’s trees.  In August 1961 the Council announced that it intended to create a short-term garbage 

tip on the site, for later conversion to a ‘Memorial Sports Ground’ (FOSMA Inc Newsletter 37, pp. 6-7).  

Council meetings with the RSL led to an agreement that replacement trees for those removed from the 

Avenue would be planted around the sports ground, with their original memorial plaques reinstalled, when 

construction was completed.

 

 The garbage tip was duly constructed, and in the process more than 80 of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue’s 

trees were bulldozed.  After the tip closed in November 1963 the new sports ground was constructed on the 

former site of the tip in 1966, creating what is now the larger of the two ovals to the immediate south-east of 

the Cross Roads (FOSMA Inc Newsletter 37, pp. 6-7; Howard 2005a, p. 105).  A small stand of Avenue trees 

remained in place immediately alongside the Cross Roads.  Despite the Council’s earlier undertaking, no 

new commemorative trees were planted to replace the Avenue trees that had been removed .

 

 From the 1970s until the early 2000s
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 Anecdotal evidence and aerial photography suggests that the Avenue was regularly slashed and mown until 

at least 1983.  In the 1970s or 1980s Eucalyptus globulus (Tasmanian blue gum) trees were inter-planted 

along the pathway – in positions between the original cedars, and in some instances as replacements of the 

originals in an attempt to augment failing areas of the Avenue – but many failed to thrive , being themselves 

not particularly well suited to the environment (HCC 2004, p. 21).

 

 Also in the 1980s, three sandstone plinths were installed at the Soldiers Memorial Avenue’s intersection 

with Davies Avenue.  The plinths carried large bronze tablets upon which were listed the names, ranks and 

dates of death of the commemorated men.  A tablet on the central plinth named the commemorative 

planting ‘Soldiers Walk’, and noted that ‘Each tree in this avenue was planted as a living tribute to a 

Tasmanian servicemen who sacrificed his life during the First World War 1914 – 1918.’  By this time, a 

number of the individual trees’ name plaques had been lost or intentionally removed (HCC 2004, p. 21; 

Howard 2005a, p. 101).  The last eleven of the Avenue trees’ individual plaques were removed for 

safekeeping in 2002 (FOSMA 2007, p. 80).

 

 Further losses of groups of trees occurred, with about 20 in total removed during changes to the junction of 

Davies Avenue and the Tasman Highway in 1987 (Howard 2005b, p. 7), the construction of the Aquatic 

Centre in the early 1990s (SMA website, ‘History’), and the creation of a turning circle at the back of the 

TCA Ground depot (HCC 2004, p. 14).

 

 As the Avenue’s surrounds changed from the open grassland of its early years to more scrubby grassland 

filled with wattles, blue gums and prickly box, areas of its cedar trees were obscured.  In dry summers the 

wattles also outcompeted some of the cedars for rainwater (Howard 2005b, p. 8).  

 

 The restoration of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue in the 21st century

 In 2002 Hobart City Council completed a comprehensive assessment of the Avenue’s trees .  This recorded 

a total of 336 cedars, of which 307 were in a condition described as either 'poor' or 'needs replacing'. 

 In addition to the 336 cedars were

 - 23 of the Italian cypresses that had been planted in the 1960s to replace missing cedars;  and

 - a further 129 of the previously-noted Tasmanian blue gums, most of which were sited between the original 

plantings but with 'a small number' instead planted in the positions formerly occupied by failed cedars (HCC 

2004, pp. 20-21).

 

 Concerned by the poor condition of the Avenue, in 2002 the Friends of Soldiers Walk (since 2006 known as 

Friends of Soldiers Memorial Avenue or ‘FOSMA’) community group formed.  The group organised working 

bees, commencing in 2002, during which much of the vegetation inside the Avenue’s footprint was removed .  

In following years, the group undertook its work in alignment with a Management Plan for the Avenue that 

was issued by Hobart City Council in May 2004, with the Council contributing replacement trees and 

specialist landscaping expertise (see also additional detail within FOSW Inc Newsletter 20, p. 1; 

 FOSMA Inc Newsletter 40, p. 4;  and FOSMA 2015, ‘History’ section, paragraphs 4 & 6).

 

 The Avenue’s dead trees, and those assessed by Hobart City Council’s Tree Unit as ‘unlikely to remain 

stable for at least the next 10 years’, were replaced in large sections, on the basis that this would better 

ensure a consistent look and feel to the landscape, and would also enable more effective ongoing 

maintenance of the new trees (FOSMA Inc Newsletter 43, p. 3).  From 2008 onwards all of the subsequent 

replacement plantings were young Cedrus libani (Lebanese cedar) trees, chosen by FOSMA as both 'more 

drought resistant' and 'in keeping with the original style and texture of the Avenue ' (Howard 2005b, p. 9).

 

 In 2008 work also commenced on the Avenue’s new areas, with the construction of a pedestrian path

 along the eastern side of the Cross Roads ovals.  Fifty two new trees and plaques were dedicated there in a 

ceremony commemorating the Avenue’s 90th anniversary on Sunday 3rd August 2008 (FOSMA Inc 

Newsletter 40, p. 3).  In all, up until 2014, nearly 120 new trees were planted flanking the new paths around 

the Crossroads Sports Ground and the renamed Soldiers Memorial Oval.

 

 FOSMA completed its work on the Soldiers Memorial Avenue in 2015 (John Wadsley, pers. comm.

 23 Aug 2017).  The three sandstone plinths that had been installed in the 1980 s at the Avenue’s 

intersection with Davies Avenue were removed at the commencement of the Bridge of Remembrance’s 

2017-to-2019 construction process (John Wadsley, pers. comm. 29 January 2020).  

 

 On Friday 3rd August 2018, a FOSMA-organised event took place at the Soldiers Memorial Oval to 

celebrate the centenary of the Avenue’s first plantings.  A ‘commemorative tree’, albeit not a replacement for 

one that had formerly commemorated an individual serviceman, was planted to the north- west of Avenue tree 

No. H1 during this ceremony (SMA website, ‘News’;  John Wadsley, pers. comm. 21 May and 2 June 2021).

 

 Hobart’s Avenue in the context of the rejuvenation of other World War I commemorative places

 in Australia

 The historian Frank Bongiorno (2017, pp. 112-113, and 115-116) notes that from the 1980s, as the number 
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of surviving Australian World War I servicemen dwindled, broader national trends in collective memory, 

popular culture and media coverage had an increasing impact on public interest in – and the discussion and 

resurgence of – ANZAC commemoration.  Beginning in 1996-97, the Commonwealth government initiated 

what became a regularly-expanding series of projects, grants and community awareness campaigns to 

encourage the identification and preservation of military memorials, medals and memorabilia (Holbrook 2017, 

pp.59-60; Lake 2010, pp. 142-143).

 

 The completion of FOSMA’s work on the Soldiers Memorial Avenue in Hobart coincided with many other 

projects that were also undertaken at places of military commemoration around Australia in association with 

the centenary of World War I.  This process saw an estimated total sum of approximately $600 million spent 

on a wide range of Australian World War I commemorative projects across the States and Territories , as well 

as in New Zealand and northern France.  A large proportion of that money funded construction and 

restoration works, such as renovating the galleries at the Australian War Memorial , together with the 

refurbishment of existing and creation of new monuments and memorial avenues in cities, suburbs and 

towns, and – for a cost of approximately $100 million – the new Sir John Monash Centre at 

Villers-Bretonneux.  Much of this commemorative activity focussed attention on and celebrated soldiers, 

sailors and airmen who had been killed in combat during World War I (Fathi 2019; Stephens 2017, p. 125;

 Tate 2019).

 

 The 2/40th Infantry Battalion, and its monument in the Queens Domain

 The 2/40th Battalion – the only World War II battalion in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) recruited almost 

entirely from Tasmania (‘Monument Australia’ website) – was assembled at Brighton Camp in July 1940, in 

the aftermath of the German invasion of France.  The Battalion was stationed in the Northern Territory from 

April 1941 onwards.  After simultaneous attacks by Japan throughout the Asia-Pacific Region on 7 and 8 

December 1941 (including that on Pearl Harbour in Hawaii) the 2/40th and other associated units, now 

collectively named Sparrow Force, were rushed to support an RAAF base near Kuoepang in Dutch Timor.  

Following the Japanese landings there on the morning of 20 February 1942, the 2/40th Battalion fought its 

way inland for four days through a succession of positions held by Japanese paratroops, until surrendering 

to the overwhelming numbers of the main invasion force on 23 February ( AWM website; Henning 2017a).

 

 The bulk of the Battalion became prisoners of war.  After internment for about six months in Timor, the 

2/40th was progressively split up and spread through prison camps.  In early January 1943, about 450 of its 

men were sent to Singapore, mostly to construct the Burma-Thailand railway, and then on to Japan to work 

in coal mines.  Of the 919 members of the Battalion, 271 died in combat or as prisoners of war ( AWM 

website).  Eighty seven of those who died after their capture were killed on 24 June 1944 when the 

unmarked prisoner transport ship Tamahoke Maru was torpedoed by the USS Tang, an American 

submarine.  By the war's end in 1945 there were sizeable groups of 2/40th survivors in Java, Japan, 

Thailand, Singapore and Sumatra, and smaller numbers in Saigon, Borneo, the Celebes and Manchuria 

(Beavis & Dunlevie 2017; Henning 2017a).

 

 The soldiers of the Battalion made up a significant proportion of Tasmanian prisoners -of-war and about a 

third of Tasmanian AIF casualties in World War II.  The 2/40th Battalion Association remained active in 

Tasmania for over forty years, maintaining a tradition of annual reunions as close as possible to 23 February, 

the date of the battalion’s capture on Timor, and providing a support network for veterans and their wives 

(Henning 2017a).

 

 The monument in the Queens Domain to the officers and men of the 2/40th Battalion and attached units of 

Sparrow Force was unveiled on 23 February 2013.  Descendants of the members of the Battalion continue 

to organise gatherings and ceremonies to commemorate the soldiers’ experiences .  When unveiled the 

2/40th Infantry Battalion monument was sited ‘on axis’ with Anzac Parade and the Hobart Cenotaph , 

features that are located to its south-east on the opposite side of the Tasman Highway, but the monument 

was subsequently moved slightly to the north to provide space for the Bridge of Remembrance.

 

 At the time of this assessment in 2021 the achievements of the 2/40th Battalion are formally recognised 

and commemorated by at least six other memorials across Tasmania .

 

 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS:

 

 War memorials and monuments

Most of the monuments and memorials in Tasmania, as elsewhere in Australia, commemorate those who 

served in, and those who lost their lives in, overseas wars (Lake 2005, p. 465).  War memorials can act as 

commemorative symbols of the human cost of war, and as substitute graves which allow a connection to the 

final, and sometimes unknown, resting places of those who died in wars (Larsson & Butler 2011, pp. 17, 68).

 

 Throughout Tasmania, most war memorials are located in prominent locations within towns and cities, 

enabling them to serve as the focal point of Anzac and Remembrance Day ceremonies .  The siting of war 

memorials, often within civic precincts, forms part of their historical and enduring social significance in local 
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communities.  The land and space which surround war memorials are also often part of their important 

social symbolism.  Some monuments have therefore been situated with consideration given to views and 

focal points.  In recent decades, a number of such war memorials have been moved due to the requirements 

of road construction and other civic development works.

 

 Monuments to those who took part in the 1899-1902 conflict in South Africa were erected in many 

Tasmanian towns, and where this was not possible framed photographs of local men were instead hung in 

town halls (Reynolds 2012, p.222).  In Australia, statues were a popular type of South African war memorial 

(Larsson & Butler 2011, p. 20), and are often of a type that has been described by historian Ken Inglis 

(2008, p. 50):

          The effigy was not of an officer, or of any individual, but of a type: history at least had

           delivered to monument-makers in Australia a local hero, the citizen as soldier.

 

 Generally, statues incorporated in Australian military monuments represent a soldier looking straight ahead 

or down.  Most statues were carved in stone, using either local or overseas (often Italian) stone.  They were 

set on pedestals or other elaborate masonry structures, such as classically-inspired columnar forms. 

 Another variation to the more common soldier statue was that of a figure of a woman.  Such figures were 

generally idealised depictions of femininity – taking a wide range of forms, such as Britannia, Peace, or 

Justice – and rarely depicted actual individuals (Larsson & Butler 2011, p. 20).  Inglis (2008, p. 56) notes 

that the singular female figure holding a shield and a wreath atop Launceston’s Boer War Memorial within 

the City Park Complex (THR 11799), although unlabeled, was identified in an ‘official description’ as 

‘representing Australia’.  This Launceston memorial, unveiled on 20 February 1904, is a multi-sided stone 

obelisk.  The four niches around the memorial’s centre section, each covered by a cupola, contain statues 

of slouch-hatted soldiers – two of these hold rifles, one holds a bugle and one holds a sword.

 

 As in the rest of Australia, Tasmanian war memorials commemorating those lost in World War I are the 

most numerous and bear the longest lists of names.  They provide evidence of the terrible cost of that war 

for small communities, and a reminder that some families lost several sons and some towns the majority of 

their young men (Lake 2005, p. 465).

 

 Few statues depicting soldiers appear to have been erected as monuments after World War II or in 

commemoration of the numerous overseas conflicts in which Australians participated later in the 20th and 

21st centuries.  One reason for this was an increasing societal expectation that memorials be expressive of 

utility rather than monumentality in commemorating those who had died in wars, and Larsson & Butler 

(2011, pp. 20 & 29) have noted that

          after the Second World War many communities preferred to construct utilitarian buildings

           as war memorials rather than symbolic monuments.

 

 Memorial Avenues and Avenues of Honour

A few of the war memorials in Australia to those who served in the South African War included plantings .  

Most of these were individual or pairs of trees, although a small number were avenues.  From 1915 onwards 

– and particularly during 1918 and 1919 – many communities around Australia, Tasmania included, planted 

what came to be described as ‘soldiers’ avenues’ , ‘avenues of honour’ and ‘memorial avenues’.  The idea of 

trees as a living memorial gained favour, perceived both as a symbol of hope for the future and something 

tangible with which civilians and communities – including women and children – could become personally 

involved.  The resulting avenues acknowledged the men and women who had enlisted for service, and 

commemorated those who had died, in World War I (Read 2020, pp. 4-5; Taffe 2018, pp. 62-64, 132-133, 

Appendices 1 and 2).

 

 Michael Taffe (2018, pp. 6, 40, 64 & 77) notes that from mid-1917 onwards, reports of the Victorian city of 

Ballarat’s substantial avenue of honour appeared in newspapers around the country , including in Hobart – 

and that Ballarat’s example was a strong influence on the creation of this form of memorial in many other 

places across Australia.  In Tasmania, the initiative for local avenues came from a variety of organisations: 

sometimes the local council, more often the local tourism or progress association and often a special local 

committee.  The Tasmanian Branch of the RSSILA (Returned Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Imperial League of 

Australia) may also have promoted the memorial avenues movement generally around the State ( Wadsley 

2012, p. 13).

 

 There was great variation across Tasmania in terms of the placement of commemorative Avenue plantings .  

Some were created along roadways (such as at Dysart, Kempton, Beaconsfield and Burnie), either flanking 

the entrances to towns along the main highway, or inside towns flanking the main road, or as was the case 

at Beaconsfield and Scottsdale along secondary roads which led to other nearby towns. 

 Others were planted in parks and public open space, as was the case with the Soldiers’ Memorial Avenue 

within the Queen’s Domain, and in reserves such as those at Westbury and Ringarooma, the recreation 

ground at Bracknell, and the river foreshore at Huonville.  Some were placed within school grounds (as was 

the case at Alonnah, Woodbridge and Railton) or associated with the paths approaching churches (as at 

Avoca and Gretna).
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 In Tasmania, many of the former 70 or so known South African War and World War I memorial avenues 

have disappeared altogether, and it appears that there are no surviving trees within at least half of the 

recorded former avenues (Adrian Howard, pers. comm. cited in Wadsley 2012, p. 25;  Read 2020,

 pp. 79-87).  Others have lost so many of their trees – as a consequence of road works, other development 

around them, routine maintenance or simply lack of care – they can no longer be identified as 

commemorative plantings in the broader landscape. 

 At some Tasmanian places highway bypasses have allowed the preservation of avenues , as for instance at 

the Memorial Avenue (THR 10344) in Kempton, and that at Melton Mowbray.  However, the present-day 

state of such avenues is still often at best incomplete (Wadsley 2012, p. 25).

 

 In some recent cases former avenues and plantings have been re-commemorated by new plantings in 

nearby locations, as at Nubeena in 2010.  There are also instances of the stumps of trees being repurposed 

as carved timber sculptures, as is the case with the former World War I memorial plantings at Legerwood , 

and the row of trees beside the river in Huonville that was originally planted to commemorate the end of the 

siege of Ladysmith in the South African War.  At the Port Arthur Historic Site (THR 6), an avenue has been 

rejuvenated by the replacement of the aging trees with new trees of the same species.
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Statement of 

Significance: 

(non-statutory 

summary)

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue, South African (Boer) War Memorial and 2/40th Infantry Battalion 

monument are of historic heritage significance for their demonstration of the deeply felt impact of 

Tasmanian soldiers’ combat deaths in overseas conflicts , and evolving community approaches towards 

the commemoration of war dead.

The 2002 to 2015 extensive restoration of the Avenue exemplifies late-20th and early-21st century 

Australian processes of reshaping the understanding of ANZAC soldiers and World War I generally .

 

 A particularly fine and highly intact example of an early 20th century monument, the South African 

(Boer) War Memorial is aesthetically significant.  Widely critically acclaimed at the time of its creation, 

this memorial has a special association with its designer and sculptor Benjamin Sheppard.

 

 The 2/40th Infantry Battalion monument and the Soldiers Memorial Avenue are socially significant as 

places associated with community commemoration of the participation and deaths of Tasmanians in 

both World Wars.

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the 

Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:

Significance:
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The Soldiers Memorial Avenue, South African (Boer) War Memorial and 2/40th Battalion Memorial demonstrate the 

deeply felt impact of the deaths of Tasmanian soldiers, sailors and aircrew in wars in far-away countries, and evolving 

community approaches towards the commemoration of war dead.

 

 The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is significant for its association with World War I , a conflict which from its beginning 

was divisive in Tasmania and Australia, and with changing attitudes and beliefs in the decades following the War 

about how Australians who die in combat overseas should be commemorated .

 

 The Avenue’s recent extensive restoration exemplifies late -20th and early-21st century processes within Australia of 

reshaping the public understanding of ANZAC soldiers and World War I generally .

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.a)

b)

The Soldiers Memorial Avenue is significant as one of few remaining comparable places within Tasmania that 

demonstrates the early 20th-century movement of memorialising the war service of individuals by large-scale 

commemorative plantings.  The integrity of the Avenue is variable, with many of its remaining original trees in poor 

condition, and extensive planting of replacement trees has been undertaken since 2008.  However, the Avenue’s 

significance as a feature in the landscape is principally imparted by the arrangement of its 535 trees, which represent 

men from Hobart who died in World War I – and it is recognised that places of this type will periodically require 

replanting to maintain their symbolism.

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

c)

No Data Recorded

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s 

history.

d)

The South African (Boer) War Memorial is a particularly fine and highly intact example of the monument -type of 

memorial erected in cities and towns across Tasmania in the early decades of the 20th century to commemorate the 

deaths of local soldiers in overseas wars.

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s 

history.

e)

No Data Recorded

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

f)

The 2/40th Infantry Battalion monument is a place associated with community commemoration.  It has a strong and 

special meaning for the family members and descendants of this Tasmanian Battalion’s World War II soldiers , and 

provides a focal point at which they regularly gather and pay their respects.

 

 An extensive feature within the Queen's Domain, the Soldiers Memorial Avenue is a place strongly associated with 

the community commemoration of World War I by many generations of Tasmanians .

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or 

spiritual reasons.

g) The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 

Tasmania’s history.

The South African (Boer) War Memorial has a special association with its designer and sculptor  Benjamin Sheppard,  

a London-born artist who lived in Tasmania from 1896 until 1904.  Sheppard’s mural and extensive portrait painting, 

and his energetic and inspiring teaching during the years in his role as art master at the Hobart Technical School , 

made an important contribution to art in Tasmania.

h) The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

In the context of Tasmania, the South African (Boer) War Memorial encapsulates a key stage in the development of 

military commemorative monuments, and was widely critically acclaimed in a State-wide and broader context at the 

time of its creation.

PLEASE NOTE This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the 

Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not 

intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage 

values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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   digitised from georeferenced aerial photography.  
   Tree locations are derived from the HCC 
    significant trees dataset.  
6. Feature descriptions and works implications are detailed in 
    the accompanying datasheet for THR#11987. 
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    The boundary of Lot 1 represents a 10m buffer of a line
    linking the centrepoint of the outside line of the Soldiers 
    Memorial Avenue trees, with the following adjustments 
    described in points C-F.
A. South-east corner of the 2/40th Infantry Battalion 
    monument.
B. North-east corner of the 2/40th Infantry Battalion 
    monument.
A-B represents the south-eastern edge of the 2/40th 
    Infantry Battalion monument, marked by a metal strip 
    embedded into the ground.

Enlargement 3: C. Intersection of 10m buffer and cadastral boundary.
D. Intersection of 10m buffer and cadastral boundary.
C-D represents the cadastral boundary.
E-F represents a line parallel to A-B, offset 3m to the 
   south-east.
E. Intersection of a line parallel to A-B, offset 3m to 
   the south-east, and a 10m buffer of the outside line 
   of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue trees.
F. Intersection of a line parallel to A-B, offset 3m to 
   the south-east, and the north-eastern face of the 
   Bridge of Remembrance.
G. North-west corner of the Bridge of Remembrance.
F-G is part of the northern-eastern face of the Bridge 
    of Remembrance.
H. Intersection of the concrete kerbing forming the 
    edge of the footpath leading to the Bridge of 
    Remembrance, and the 10m buffer around the 
    outside line of trees.
G-H represents the concrete kerbing forming the 
    inside edge of the footpath leading to the Bridge 
    of Remembrance.
All other boundary lines represent a 10m buffer of a 
    line linking the centrepoint of the outside line of 
    Soldiers Memorial Avenue trees.
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