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Millbrook is a farming property located in the Central Highlands, at the northern edge of the small town of
Ouse, approximately 70 km to the northwest of Hobart.
The Millbrook property has a total land area of about 82 hectares, and includes land parcels on both the
eastern and western sides of an approximately 800 metre- long portion of Victoria Valley Road. The main
house, flourmill building and principal group of other outbuildings are on the eastern side of this road,
situated close to the southern-most corner of the property. Most of Millbrook’s eastern boundary is defined
by the River Ouse. From the southern edge of the main house and cluster of outbuildings, the ground
surface slopes steeply downwards toward the river. Looking south- eastwards from Victoria Valley Road
across the intervening paddock and garden areas, the main house is prominent in the landscape.

The Millbrook Mill, Water Race and Farm complex contains buildings, structures and landscape features
which relate to early flour milling and agricultural development, and nineteen of these items are labelled with
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Description:

numbers in the Central Plan Register (CPR) plan diagram.
Flour Mill
The mill [labelled ‘2’ on the Central Plan Register (CPR) diagram] is on an embankment between Millbrook’s
main house and the River Ouse, with its north elevation approximately 7.5 metres from the south elevation of
the main house. Constructed in the late-1830s, it is a three-storey building with approximate plan area of
7.0 x 11.5 metres and external walls of dressed sandstone. The mill’s middle and top storeys are
connected internally by a narrow timber staircase, with its lowest storey built into the embankment and
accessed by a door in the south elevation. There is another external door to the middle storey in the centre
of the mill’s north elevation. The mill has timber-framed sash windows in its north and south elevations.
Its hipped roof features a timber-framed east-facing half dormer, and at the west end of the ridge is a square
lantern with walls of fixed timber-louvres. A fireplace in the western wall of the middle storey is served by a
sandstone chimney. The uppermost portion of the mill’s top storey is within the hipped roof volume .
The roof’s surfaces were originally clad with timber shingles , the framing battens of which remain, but the
shingles have been replaced with corrugated galvanized steel sheeting.

The mill’s iron-framed breastshot waterwheel is situated against the external face of the mill building’s east
wall, half below ground-level and within a sandstone breastwork built to fit the curve of the wheel.
The waterwheel measures approximately 3 metres in diameter by 1.5 metres in width. The hub, spokes and
rims of the waterwheel are intact though highly corroded, and few of its timber blades remain in place.
Millbrook’s is one of the older types of mill in Tasmania , which used horizontal millstones with the upper
stone turning on a vertical axis. The bottom storey of the mill contained the gearing and drive to the
millstones, the middle storey the millstones and flour winnowing and sifting machines, and the top storey
the sack hoist mechanism, grain storage space and within a partitioned area on the west side a small
space for the miller’s office. The imported millstones – originally comprising one pair of French Burr (i.e.
from the Marne Valley in northern France) stones and another pair of quartzite stones – have been removed
from their original location within the mill building, and two are now on the ground surface outside its north
wall. Parts for a grain elevator, including belting and pulleys, remain inside the mill. Other dismantled
components of the mill machinery and equipment which remain within the building include its sack-hoist and
sections of the iron pit wheel (fitted with wooden teeth).
Much of the mill’s machinery, fit-out and internal joinery remains intact. Of the large floor-mounted
machines situated in the building’s middle storey , one is a winnowing machine with an inclined sieve
containing a revolving wire reel, and the other two are flour-sifting machines, one with a hexagonal drum
formerly covered with silk, and one equipped with rotating brushes inside a cloth reel.
A wall-mounted rack in the middle-storey’s northeast corner holds a set of steel ‘bills’ (small picks) –
originally used for hand-dressing the millstones’ grinding surfaces – together with the timber handle in which
they would have been mounted for use by the miller.
Mill races
The nearby River Ouse provided the water to power the mill. The mill’s headrace is approximately 2.0 km
long, and leaves the river to the north within the neighbouring property Watson’s Marsh , at a point
approximately 2.7km upstream from the mill where a series of rapids create a natural weir and pond.
Archaeology and heritage management consultant Warwick Pearson (1997, p.75) noted that no evidence of
a constructed dam or weir is visible, although this may have been erased by floods.

The headrace’s middle portion incorporates a 400-metre length of Kenmere Creek. A sluice gate (which no
longer exists) was formerly installed at the downstream end of this portion and made it possible to shut off
the mill’s water supply and direct the flow back to the River Ouse .
For most of its extent the headrace takes the form of an open earth channel formed by levee banks, and
averages 1.2 to 1.8 metres in width and 0.9 to 1.2 metres in depth. Willow trees now grow within much of
the length of the headrace channel. The final 10 metres or so of the headrace is lined with dressed
sandstone, and components of a timber sluicegate remain in place where this sandstone-lined portion of
headrace meets the mill building. This sluicegate, operated via steel rods by a timber lever inside the
middle storey of the mill, admitted water to the wheel at approximately its 9 o’clock position. At the eastern
end of the sandstone-lined portion, an open channel ‘bywash’ allowed water to be diverted at a right -angle
from its intersection with the headrace, by-passing the mill’s waterwheel and rejoining the tailrace about 25
metres to the southwest. The tailrace is of a similar open earth channel-with-banks configuration to the
headrace, and from the waterwheel it follows a roughly S-shaped path for approximately 150 metres to the
southwest where it discharges into the river.

Gas House
A building [labelled ‘4’ on the CPR diagram] of approximate plan area 4.0 x 4.0 metres and walls of red face
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brickwork laid in English Garden Wall bond, with its sub-floor area’s external walls of large sandstone
blocks. Its steeply-pitched gabled roof is clad with short sheets of corrugated iron. The building
incorporates features intended to promote good ventilation and to disperse any leaks of the lighter-than-air
acetylene gas that was generated inside: its timber-framed floor has gaps between the boards; its
south-facing sub-floor area has a large door-sized opening; and above this, a window opening contains fixed
timber louvres with the blades installed in the diagonal direction opposite to normal.
The gas house contains a highly-intact J. B. Colt Co carbide acetylene gas generator, on which a
manufacturer’s label includes the words ‘Pan-American Exposition 1901’. This generator is very likely to
have been imported from the United States and installed in the early 1900s. A twin-chamber gravity-fed
machine, it provided gas for lighting throughout the farm complex. The gas was generated in the first of the
machine’s two principal chambers, with the second chamber serving as a ‘gasometer’ (gas-holder).
Calcium carbide pellets were placed in a hopper atop the generator chamber, from which they dropped into
the water in the chamber below. The acetylene gas that this immediately generated passed into the
adjoining gasometer where it was stored until needed. The gas was piped into lighting fixtures and other
appliances inside the main house and farm buildings – including the flour mill – in which it burned to create a
bright flame. This carbide process was also employed in early car headlights, and in small lamps used by
miners.
Main House
A large building [labelled ‘1’ on the CPR diagram], prominent in the view of the property from Victoria Valley
Road across the intervening paddocks. The irregular footprint of the house demonstrates its construction in
multiple stages and covers an area of approximately 29 x 30 metres, mostly single-storey with two separate
two-storey portions. The house is clad in white-painted sheets of asbestos-cement with timber cover-strip
battens. Its timber-framed windows, including many arranged to form canted bays, are also all painted
white. A timber-framed verandah with white-painted valances and posts is continuous around a large portion
of the house’s northern perimeter. The house and verandah roof surfaces are clad with short sheets of
corrugated galvanised iron. There are eight substantial masonry chimneys, also painted white.
Timber-framed doors in the main house’s south-facing rendered masonry sub-floor wall provide access to
storage and former dairying areas.

At its southwestern corner the main house abuts and is connected to a cottage [labelled ‘1A’ on the CPR
diagram] with external walls of rough-hewn sandstone blocks. In 1907 this cottage – which the available
evidence indicates was originally a cottage for the miller – had its floor-height raised to match that of the
adjacent house. Panels of rendered brickwork beneath the sills of its south-facing timber-framed windows,
six courses of face brickwork atop its external walls, repositioned stone lintels, and the face brickwork
extension to the top of its sandstone chimney were all part of the scope of work in these alterations.
Outbuildings, other structures and features
Millbrook includes other buildings and structures which assist in understanding the history and evolution of
the farm complex, and contribute to its historic cultural heritage significance:

- a c.1930s cottage [labelled ‘3’ on the CPR diagram] with external walls of stretcher bond face brickwork
to the lower storey and pebble-dash stucco to the upper, timber-framed doors and windows. The cottage’s
roof features four half-hips, is clad with short sheets of corrugated iron, and contains two face brickwork
chimneys with corbelled tops. Its west elevation comprises a large single-storey canted bay window.
A timber-framed skillion-roofed open lean-to abutting the south elevation of the cottage is of no historic
cultural heritage significance;
- a stables building [‘5’] of timber-framed construction, clad in unpainted rough-sawn boards, with a main
gabled roof and a skillion-roofed extension to its eastern side, both of which are clad with corrugated iron;
- a coach house [‘6’] with external walls of red face brick laid in English Garden Wall bond , timber-framed
doors of green-painted vertical boards, and a steeply-pitched gable roof clad with short sheets of red-painted
corrugated iron;
- a c.1907 garage building [‘7’] with external walls of red face brick laid in English Garden Wall bond ,
timber-framed doors and windows with sandstone lintels and sills, and a hipped roof clad with short sheets
of corrugated iron;
- a small sundial mounted on a sandstone column and plinth in the garden to the immediate east of the
main house, which reputedly was formerly located within the gardens of the neighbouring property Cawood
(THR 884);
- two timber-framed and weatherboard-clad privies [‘8’], built c.1880 s at two different dates, at the southern
edge of the main house’s garden and to the immediate south of the tank stand ;
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- an early 1900s approximately 7 to 8 metre-high tank stand [‘9’] of unpainted heavy structural timber on
plinths of cast concrete, sited within the garden area to the east of the main house. The cylindrical
corrugated-iron water tanks on the stand’s top platform are themselves of no historic cultural heritage
significance;
- two small hydraulic ram pumps [‘10’] – one with the raised letters ‘WARNERS LONDON No 4’ on its
cast-iron pressure vessel’s upper surface, and the other Australian-manufactured with the raised letters
‘7 BILLABONG’ on its pressure vessel – approximately 15 metres from the Flour Mill’s southeast corner,
between the tailrace and the bywash. These formerly pumped water that had been piped from the mill’s
headrace into the corrugated iron tanks at the top of the timber tank stand; and
- a small single-storey worker’s cottage [‘11’] (not inspected) with external walls and one chimney of red
face brickwork and a roof clad with corrugated galvanised iron. The cottage is sited approximately 200
metres to the northeast of the main house and group of outbuildings. Occupied during the 1890s by a man
of Chinese descent who at that time worked as a gardener for the Nicholas family (pers comm, Giles
Chapman) this building has poor integrity, having been substantially altered in the 20th century to serve as a
pumphouse.

The farm complex also includes other buildings and structures which are not of State -level historic cultural
heritage significance in their own right:
- a former glasshouse building [‘12’], approximately 30 metres to the east of the tank stand;
- an unpainted weatherboard- clad potting shed [‘13’], approximately 15 metres south of the glasshouse;
- a c.1950s timber-framed shearing shed [‘14’], clad with unpainted sheets of asbestos cement and with
unpainted timber-framed windows, which abuts the west elevation of the garage [‘7’] building;
- a group of three other timber-framed sheds [‘15’, ‘16 ’ and ‘17’] (not inspected) between the coach house
[‘6’] and cow shed [‘18’], one of which [‘15’] abuts the west elevation of the coach house;
- a timber-framed cow shed [‘18’] approximately 30 metres to the west of the stables; and
- a skillion-roofed timber-framed and partially weatherboard-clad shed [‘19’] some 50 metres to the
northeast of the main house, sited within the paddock between the house and Victoria Valley Road .

Garden
The main house and 1930s workers’ cottage are complemented by well-established landscaped garden
areas, which are not themselves of individual historic cultural heritage significance. These are enclosed by a
combination of hedge plantings and fences, some of timber pickets and others of wire supported by timber
posts. Situated to the immediate west, north and east of the main house these garden areas contain areas
of manicured lawn, beds containing ornamental flowering plants and shrubs, and a number of larger
specimen trees. Hedgerows surround the west, south and east perimeter of the paddock situated between
the main house and Victoria Valley Road.
History:

In 1803, the Ouse area was part of a contiguous region occupied by Tasmanian Aboriginal people of what in
the present day is known as the ‘Big River nation’. In the early colonial period, Big River was the name
given by settlers to the River Ouse. Prior to European occupation, the region had been managed by
Tasmanian Aborigines using traditional land and fire -management practices. Early Europeans viewed these
landscapes as well suited to stock raising and cropping.
Walter Angus Bethune
The district around Ouse began to be settled by colonists for agriculture in the first half of the 1820s (Ellis
2001, p.4). One of the earliest land grants near the present-day town of Ouse was to the Scottish-born
Hobart Town merchant Walter Angus Bethune (1794-1885) who named his new property there ‘Lachlan
Vale’. As was typical of settlers with substantial capital, he had been granted 2,000 acres – although when
Bethune’s land was finally surveyed, it was proven to contain only 1,790 acres. The land commissioners of
1826 noted that Bethune's land was 'merely fit for sheep', but his Saxon sheep were well bred and his
merinos came from pure English stock. In 1829 when he sailed for England with a cargo of wool, forty of the
bales came from his own flock and his fleeces topped the London wool sales. He returned in 1830 to settle
permanently on his expanding estates near Ouse. By purchase and lease Bethune eventually acquired a
total of 25,000 acres (10,117 hectares), with his holdings extending nearly to Lake St Clair. He was so
active and connected with so many business activities that Lieutenant- Governor Arthur at one point wrote
disapprovingly of him to the Secretary of State in London. However, Bethune was also appointed a member
of the Legislative Council from August 1834 to June 1838, and went on to become one of the directors of the
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Bank of Van Diemen’s Land and of the Commercial Bank.
Before he married Charlotte Elizabeth Stracey on 5 September 1832 at St David's Church (later Cathedral)
in Hobart Town, Walter Angus Bethune made provision for the maintenance of his future wife by preparing a
Deed of Marriage Settlement. In this Deed, Bethune settled Lachlan Vale and several of his other properties
on three trustees: fellow Scot, Charles McLachlan; John Charles Stracey, brother of Charlotte Elizabeth;
and John Charles Stracey's brother-in-law, James Smith. In the event of Bethune’s death these three were
to manage the properties for the benefit of his wife. It is for this reason that when the Deed of Grant for the
land which now comprises Millbrook was formally created on 22 January 1839 it was granted to Charles
McLachlan, John Charles Stracey and James Smith, under the terms of the marriage settlement.
John Charles Stracey retired as a trustee on 27 March 1848, and Dr Robert Officer, medical practitioner and
magistrate of New Norfolk, was appointed in his stead.
Late 1830s: construction of the flour mill
In January 1835, Bethune placed an advertisement ( Hobart Town Courier, p.1) calling on millwrights and
contractors, stating
The undersigned is about to erect a Flour Mill on that part of his property situated on the
West bank of the river Ouse, and invites tenders from competent persons.

Heritage Tasmania has not been able to confirm the identity of the successful tenderer . The Illustrated
Register of the National Estate (1983, p.33) attributes construction of the water-powered mill at Millbrook to
William Roadknight (1792-1862), pardoned convict and for a time the proprietor of the Hamilton Inn.
However, Jill Cassidy and Keith Preston (2000, p.91) regard Roadknight’s involvement as ‘most unlikely’
and believe that Edward Nicholas (1806-1881) ‘the younger’ – an engineer and architect who in 1835 arrived
in the colony with his wife and first cousin Elizabeth (see Chick 2006, p.323) and their five children – may
instead have played a part. Nicholas’ uncle (and Elizabeth’s father) Edward Nicholas senior (1777-1837)
had in 1825 built a corn mill close to the Clyde River on his 1800-acre property Nant (THR 67), near
Bothwell.
In due course Bethune’s new mill on the River Ouse was completed and commenced operation . Settler
and author David Burn (1840, p.117) reported it as ‘a capital flour-mill’ when he visited the district in about
1840. Little is known about the first decades of operation of the mill or the surrounding farm. Millbrook’s
present-day owner Giles Chapman believes that a stone cottage to the immediate northwest of the mill
building, now incorporated into the main house, was built during the farm’s early years as accommodation
for the miller. In 1856 the property was occupied by John Charles Stracey, and then in 1858 by Julia Smith
(Charlotte Elizabeth’s sister, who had married James Smith) – so it may be that the property’s residents
during the mid-1800s were mainly members of the Bethunes’ extended family (Cassidy & Preston, p.91).
1865 to 1877: James Howard
The Bethunes returned to England in 1856, and following Charlotte Elizabeth’s 1864 death – which
terminated the terms of the marriage settlement – the ‘Ouse Flour Mill’ was one of eight of Walter Angus
Bethune’s separate properties along the River Ouse put up for sale . At that time the Ouse Flour Mill
property was advertised (Mercury, 3 Oct 1865) as comprising the mill,
substantially built of stone, a six-room cottage, granary, stores, large barn, five-stall stable,
four-room cottage, men’s hut (a blacksmith’s shop and cottage), large garden stocked with
choice trees in full bearing; 209a. 1r. 5p. under cultivation, divided into convenient paddocks,
and 11a. 2r. 14p. laid down to English grasses, as now occupied by Mr Smith at £80 per annum.

In 1865 James Howard, who had formerly worked for Bethune (von Stieglitz, p.55) bought the mill and farm
for £1350. It appears that the name Millbrook was first applied to the property and its flour mill during the
years of his ownership. In July 1871 Howard advertised for a ‘good, steady miller’ so the mill appears to
have been operating at that time. Although located on a private property, the mill was also close enough to
the regional rural centre of Ouse to potentially have served a more extensive market throughout the district.
For its next sale by auction in November 1877, Howard’s advertisement (Mercury, 11 Nov 1877) described
Millbrook as containing 218 acres (approximately 88.2 hectares),
a large portion of which is now under cultivation, and the whole of the remainder is first-class
grazing land.
The improvements consist of a Flour Mill, substantially built of stone, having every convenience, and in capital repair, with a good business connection; large wooden dwelling house
of 7 rooms, stabling, extensive barn, men’s huts, large store, together with a four-room
weather-board cottage on another part of the property. About an acre of the land is laid
out as an orchard and garden, the whole forming a most compact and desirable property.
1877 to 1887: Henric Nicholas
Millbrook was purchased for £2,200 at the 1877 auction by Henric Nicholas (1805-1887). Henric was the
son of Edward Nicholas senior (1777-1837), and was at this time managing the flourmill at ‘Nant’ (THR 67) in
Bothwell. In c.1857 Henric had replaced Edward’s original 1825 mill at Nant with the ashlar mill building
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which still exists in the present day. At the time of his acquisition of Millbrook in 1877, Henric also owned
the neighbouring property Cawood (THR 884) on the opposite side of the River Ouse. A prominent member
of the local community, since 1847 Henric Nicholas had been a ‘justice of the peace for the territory’ and he
also served as a road trustee and municipal councillor until a few years prior to his death. Despite the
workload that managing Cawood and Nant must have entailed, Henric Nicholas appears to have continued
an active interest in the Millbrook estate for a number of years. His custodianship began a process of
refurbishment and improvement which was to continue there over the next 35 or so years.
In about 1878, Henric arranged for installation of a replacement breastshot water wheel at the mill. Design
drawings of the proposed water and pit wheel – prepared by Ford & Pye, timber merchants and engineers of
Hobart Town – are still held by Giles and Philippa Chapman, Millbrook’s present-day owners.
In January of 1881 Henric advertised in the Mercury for a new lessee at the ‘Ouse Mill’. The extended
Nicholas family were at this time also the owners of the Nant estate and mill to the immediate north of the
nearby town of Bothwell. Millbrook and Nant may for a time have operated as part of a regional flour-milling
enterprise carried out by members of the Nicholas family. However, the extended family’s property holdings
were substantial and their employees would have required a great deal of flour, so the mills seem equally
likely to have provided flour mostly for use within the properties rather than being run as commercial
operations.
Late 1870s onwards: George Clarence (‘G. C.’) Nicholas at Millbrook
Although two of their sons died as infants, Henric Nicholas and his wife Sarah (nee Gatenby) had four
surviving daughters (Hannah, Elizabeth, Sarah and Ellen) and one son, George Clarence Nicholas
(1851-1933), who seems to have been known by friends and family as ‘G.C. ’ following his days at the
Hutchins School in Hobart. It appears that George Clarence Nicholas spent time at Millbrook and was
responsible for management of the estate there from as early as 1879. George married Ellen Mary Jane
Pennefather (‘Minnie’) Latham on 20 June 1877, and they went on to raise a family of two sons and five
daughters.

George Clarence Nicholas inherited much of the Nicholas family’s land – including Millbrook – following his
father Henric’s death on 25 July 1887, although Henric's name appears on most subsequent deeds because
it appears that these properties were never actually transferred by deed to George. The 6 August 1887
Mercury report of Henric Nicholas’ death describes George as ‘of Millbrook , Ouse’, which suggests that
Millbrook was his principal residence at this time.
A design drawing held by Giles and Philippa Chapman and dated ‘May 21st 1886’ depicts a proposed
timber-framed and weatherboard clad addition to the north side of the main house at Millbrook. The proposal
comprised a verandahed lower storey containing four principal rooms, with two arranged to each of the east
and west sides of a central hallway, and within its high-pitched hipped roof two upper-storey bedrooms each
with a north-facing gabled dormer window. During the construction of this Victorian Italianate -style addition
for a period of slightly less than two-years George and Minnie lived temporarily at Sherwood (THR 864), on
the River Clyde some 14 km to the northeast of Millbrook (pers comm Giles Chapman, 28 May 2019).
In 1907 the late 1880s addition was expanded and altered as part of a wide-ranging refurbishment of the
entire main house (Holiday and Trigg 1988, p.148). The scope of these later refurbishment works included
additions to the west of the c.1886 portion, and a substantial Federation-styled exterior makeover
incorporating enlarged north-facing dormer roofs and windows, extensive new lower-storey windows, painted
asbestos sheet cladding with timber battens, and new timber-framed verandah roofs, valances and posts.
Technological improvements implemented by George Clarence Nicholas
At least two of the large floor-mounted machines still extant in the mill – manufactured by the firm ‘O.C.
Schumacher’ based in Adelaide from 1882, and Melbourne from 1887 – were installed during or after the
1880s. Some years later in 1896 George Clarence Nicholas also ordered a Schumacher’s premier feeder
and mixer and a Schumacher’s grain elevator as additional equipment for Millbrook (Cassidy and Preston
2000, p.92). Components of the elevator, supplied but never actually installed, remain within the mill
building.

The carbide acetylene gas machine within the farm’s ‘gas house’ – which generated gas for lighting fixtures
within the main house and outbuildings, including the mill – is likely to have been installed and first
operational in the early years of the 20th century.
George Clarence Nicholas, prominent central highlands landholder and citizen
By the beginning of the 20th century, George Clarence Nicholas’s landholdings in the central highlands were
in the order of 70 to 80,000 acres (approximately 28,328 to 32,375 hectares), carrying about 20,000 sheep
and 2,500 head of cattle. He took a great interest in pastoral and agricultural shows, and enjoyed
considerable success with sheep breeding. A Tasmanian Mail article on 5 September 1903 noted that the
Millbrook flour mill’s main purpose was at that time for producing the flour required for use on the estate .
In the late 1920s, in addition to the Millbrook estate George Clarence Nicholas owned another 15,232 acres
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(approximately 6164 hectares) of land in the five adjoining central highlands properties of Cawood (THR 884),
Hunter’s Hill (THR 875), Tor Hill, Guildford and Springvale.
Like his father Henric, George Clarence Nicholas played a number of civic roles in the community.
Although urged ‘in his early days’ to stand for Parliament , George Clarence was reputed to have instead
preferred to focus his attention on Millbrook. However, his obituaries noted that he was in 1878 appointed a
territorial justice of the peace, and that he served from 1884 until 1911 on the Hamilton Council and Road
Trust, acting as Warden of the Hamilton municipality in 1903 and 1904 (Mercury 6 Nov 1933, p.6; and
8 Nov 1933, p.7).
Millbrook in the 1930s and 40s
Following George Clarence Nicholas’s death on 4 November 1933, and the death of his wife Minnie on
31 August 1939, the extensive Nicholas family pastoral properties – including Millbrook and Cawood – were
in 1946 put on the market. The 23 March 1946 sale notice in the Mercury noted that Millbrook comprised
a large marsh of approximately 40 acres of rich alluvial soil, having a long frontage
on the Ouse River; with the balance all of good pasture land, including about 4 acres
surrounding the house tastefully laid out in lawns, flowers, shrubs and ornamental
trees with a mixed fruit garden of plums, peaches, apples, pears, mulberries, a large
raspberry plantation and asparagus bed.

This notice described Millbrook’s main house as being of weatherboard and ‘durabestos’ (a proprietary
name for the asbestos-cement sheet cladding then manufactured by Wunderlich ) construction on brick and
stone foundation,
containing a ground floor lounge room, dining room, breakfast room, sitting room,
study with cloak room attached, four bedrooms (three with dressing rooms and
bathroom attached), a large kitchen with fuel range, scullery, servery, pantry, and
servants’ dining room, with separate bathroom.
Within the main house’s two separate upper storey areas there were four bedrooms and a sitting room in
‘the rear section’ and two large bedrooms in ‘the front section’ . The large basement beneath the main house
was in use as a dairy and cellar store room. The sale notice also contains a list of Millbrook’s outbuildings
at the time, which included
a gardener’s cottage of five rooms and usual conveniences , and a brick one-roomed
cottage. The other outbuildings of brick structure contain laundry, storerooms, men’s
quarters with bathroom, brick garage and large store, brick garage with chauffer’s room,
weatherboard stable and loft with skillion vehicle room attached, five-stall cowshed with
feed room, concrete floor, two large fowl pens, wire-netted fronts and wire-netted yards,
meat house and storeroom.
1947 to 2020: the Chapman family
George Clarence Nicholas’s trustees sold Millbrook in two separate lots on 2 May 1947: one lot of 100
acres 3 roods 21 perches and a second lot of 62 acres 3 roods, for a total of £4,700. Geoffrey Thomas
Frederick Chapman (1904-1973) purchased both of these lots.

By the middle years of the 20th century the flourmill’s gearing had been dismantled and replaced with that
for a household domestic water-supply pump, also powered by the water wheel. It is not certain when flour
milling ceased at Millbrook. Ledger books on the estate record sales of flour up until 1909, but some
evidence also suggests that the mill continued to operate until c.1919-20 (pers comm Giles Chapman,
28 May 2019). The 1946 sale notice specifically mentions the mill building’s use only as a ‘water -wheel
pumping plant’, which indicates that it was no longer producing flour at that time. In about 1948 two pairs of
millstones were removed from the mill’s middle floor to prevent it from collapsing . The mill’s pit wheel
spokes were broken in about 1950 when a crowbar, previously placed through the wheel to prevent it
revolving, was inadvertently left in when the water was put back on the water wheel. The former mill
continued to operate in a water-pumping capacity until the 1960 s but suffered damage to its water wheel’s
buckets in following years, and neither the wheel nor the mill have operated since that time.
In 2020 the owner of Millbrook is Giles Chapman, son of the late Geoffrey Thomas Frederick Chapman.
Giles, a direct descendant of both Walter Angus Bethune and George Clarence Nicholas , lives at Millbrook
with his wife Philippa.
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS:

During the 1820s, the European population of the colony boomed, growing from just over 4000 people in
1820 to 24,000 by 1830. Large land grants encouraged the development of the pastoral industry, and
remained free until 1831. The size of a grant was commensurate with the capital brought to the colony by a
settler, and through grants, purchase or lease, pastoral estates of thousands of acres were established
during the 1820s and 1830s. These properties were established over the most valuable grassland plains of
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the colony’s midlands, central highlands and south east, and were able to support stock in large numbers.
The early decades of European settlement also coincided with a great expansion in the British wool industry
and rapid rise in prices received on the English wool market (Boyce 2018, pp.145-147; Rand 2005, p.206;
Ratcliff Vol.3 2015, pp.1349,1462; and Reynolds 2012, pp.107,177-178).
The size of the properties and the wealth generated by wool allowed for the establishment of estates on a
considerable scale. Typically, these included a large main house and a range of service buildings to support
the business, along with staff housing to accommodate farm workers. Many built elements (stables, barns
and so forth) remain at such agricultural properties, along with landscape elements such as cleared
pastures, field enclosures (utilising wire or hedgerows), and outlying houses and huts for farm workers.
These key attributes – together with extant flour mill buildings – are found at a number of Tasmanian rural
properties, and a selection is listed below. Millbrook is located in one of Tasmania’s key pastoral districts
and demonstrates many of the attributes common to large pastoral properties, including a large main house,
workers cottages, former coach house and stables buildings, shearing shed, cow shed, and other sheds
and outbuildings. On the other hand, Millbrook’s intact gas house building – and intact water -powered flour
mill and mill races – are uncommon and rare in the Tasmanian context .
Flour milling was one of the earliest and most important of Van Diemen’s Land’s colonial industries .
However, only a few of the former colony’s remaining mills built during the 19th century contain evidence of
production processes and technology. In 2000, Jill Cassidy and Keith Preston released their Thematic
Study of the Tasmanian Flour Milling Industry. That study contains a comparison of 56 surviving mill sites
across the State, and assessed Millbrook as one of the three most significant flour mills in Tasmania
(Cassidy and Preston 2000, p.254). Its mill building, water wheel, and the mill’s ancillary machinery and
equipment are all of high-level integrity. In conjunction with these, the extent of Millbrook’s intact headrace
and tailrace – and the milling landscape’s relationship to the features of the surrounding farm – make the
Millbrook Mill, Water Race and Farm an outstanding example among the set of comparable places across
the State. The Millbrook mill’s highly-intact 19th-century grain-cleaning and flour-dressing machinery and
other equipment – including its set of steel ‘bills’ (small picks), together with the timber handle in which the
miller held them to hand-dress the grinding surfaces of the millstones – are now all very uncommon in the
Tasmanian context.
Three of the most important flour mills noted by Cassidy and Preston – those at the properties Millbrook ,
Thorpe Mill and Farm (THR 66) and Nant (THR 67) – are all located within approximately 30 km of each
other. The location of these three mills on farms, and the relative isolation of the communities around them,
led to them operating for many more years than mills established at similar times in other areas of the
State.
Places in Tasmania with similar principal characteristics to those of the Millbrook Mill , Water Race and
Farm – and at which the cultural heritage values can be read in the extant features – include:
Thorpe Mill and Farm (THR 66), near Bothwell in the Central Highlands. An estate comprising numerous
buildings, including a mill building completed in the mid-1830s containing an overshot waterwheel of 1820s
design. The siting of the mill in relation to its water supply is unusual in that its head-race tapping the River
Clyde (approximately 450 metres long) is much shorter than the tail-race (about 1 km). The complex’s
integrity has been somewhat compromised by extensive restoration works to the mill and mill race in the
1970s that included mechanical clearing and scouring of the headrace, as well as digging a new tailrace
alongside the original willow-clogged one, pushing the spoil from this new race into the old one. Cassidy
and Preston (2000, p.91) assessed the Thorpe mill as the most significant flour mill site in the State .
Nant (THR 67), also near Bothwell. This property incorporates a mill building constructed in 1857, the
second to have been constructed on its site, which continued to operate until the late 19th century. The mill
is connected to the River Clyde by an approximately 400 metre-long headrace and 50 metre tailrace.
Cassidy and Preston (2000, p.89) note that the Nant mill’s iron breastshot water wheel is of late
19th-century Tasmanian manufacture. In 2012 a whisky distillery commenced operation at Nant.
Connorville (THR 5056), near Cressy, approximately 35 km south of Launceston. Its mill, built in the
early 1860s, includes an early composite breastshot wheel, with unconventional drive machinery. Water is
supplied from a tributary of the Lake River, through an approximately 400 metre-long headrace. As is the
case at Millbrook, Connorville’s mill also retains examples of mid 19th-century grain cleaning and flour
dressing equipment (Cassidy and Preston 2000, pp.231,251-253). The broader Connorville farm complex
includes a main house, separate miller’s cottages, dairy, stables, blacksmith’s shop and other outbuildings.
Mayfield (THR 1524), in Little Swanport, about halfway between the towns of Swansea and Triabunna on
the east coast. An estate which includes a main house, bakehouse, mill constructed in 1836, miller’s
cottage, workers’ cottages and hop kiln. Water was supplied from a head race situated close to the River
Buxton. Cassidy and Preston’s analysis (2000, p.254) concluded that Mayfield’s water-powered mill was
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the only remaining one in Tasmania which had retained the rim gearing / layshaft drive to its millstones.
Riversdale Mill (THR 1566), about 8km to the north of Swansea. The mill was probably built in about
1838, with water supplied from the River Wye from a headrace that began at a point more than 1.6 km
upstream (Pearson 1995, p.250; and 1997, p.74).
Gala (THR 1513) at Cranbrook, approximately 15 km north of Swansea. Gala is an estate containing a
c.1842 main house, a separate two-storey brick water-powered mill which commenced operation in 1843,
two separate cottages, a timber stable and separate store building. Cassidy and Preston (2000, p.250)
noted that the timber breastshot wheel at Gala’s mill was of likely late 19th-century construction and had
partially disintegrated due to regular inundations.
Millbrook’s race compared to those at other water-powered mills in Tasmania
Eric Ratcliff (2015, p.1873) notes that in the early Vandemonian context if a mill could not safely be built
near a natural declivity in the course of a stream, ‘it was not unusual to dig a very long head-race’. Together
with Cassidy and Preston (2000, p.76), Ratcliff cites as an example of such a very long race the 1820-22
construction by John Terry of an approximately 1800 metre-long mill race near Elizabeth Town (now New
Norfolk). This carried water from the Lachlan Rivulet to power Terry’s water -mill on the south bank of the
River Derwent, sited at what in the present day is known as the Tynwald Hop Kiln, Mill and Mill Race
(THR 1247). Most of the headrace to Terry’s ‘Lachlan Mill’ is no longer intact , but the headrace at Millbrook
is approximately 200 metres longer than the full extent of the former race between the Lachlan Rivulet and
John Terry’s water-mill.

What appears to be Tasmania’s longest millrace (pers comm Jill Cassidy, 20 March 2019; Mason-Cox
1994, pp.32,33) – with its length an exceptional outlier at approximately 3.9 km – was constructed by Irish
immigrant Samuel Bryan in the early 1830s to take water from the River Nile to drive the flour mill he built at
his property Strathmore (THR 5196), approximately 30 km to the southeast of Launceston. After Bryan
sold Strathmore in 1846 the property was split up. In the following years the owners of its northern portion,
which contained the mill, renamed this portion Sunnyside and then later Lochmaben. At the time of
preparing this assessment in 2020, Lochmaben is not listed in the THR. Writing in 2000, Jill Cassidy and
Keith Preston noted that the ‘Strathmore mill’ was the oldest intact flour mill building with surviving intact
drive machinery not only in Tasmania but in the whole of Australia . They also noted that the mill race was
at that time still live and delivering water to the millpond, now known as Lochmaben Lake (Cassidy and
Preston 2000, p.223).
Although not currently ‘live’, the entirety of Millbrook’s approximately 2km-long headrace and 150 metre
tailrace are intact and clearly visible in the surrounding farm landscape. Compared to those at the
above-listed other remaining Tasmanian 19th-century water-powered flour mills, the races at Millbrook
appear to be an outstanding example.
Acetylene gas generation
Millbrook’s acetylene gas generating equipment and its purpose -built gas house appear to be very
uncommon in the Tasmanian context. Heritage Tasmania knows of only two other existing examples of
such equipment in the state – one at the Anglican St John the Baptist Church (THR 870) in Ouse; and the
other in an outbuilding in the garden at Tamarleigh (THR 3718), a large Victorian Italianate house at
Newnham. Both of these machines have considerably lower-level intactness than that demonstrated by the
equipment in the gas house at Millbrook. Another example is reputed to have existed in one of the
outbuildings at Wirksworth (THR 1005), a large two-storey Victorian Italianate house in Bellerive completed
in 1888 for Hobart solicitor Charles Edwin Featherstone, but it appears that the machine there had been
removed by the mid-1930s.
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Statement of
Significance:
(non-statutory
summary)

Millbrook is of historic cultural heritage significance because its highly-intact milling landscape – which
includes millraces, the flourmill building and its waterwheel – demonstrates a tangible link to the pivotal
role of water power in the formative stage of Tasmania's economy.
The mill building contains highly-intact 19th-century dressing machinery and millwrighting equipment –
and a set of steel ‘bills’ (small picks) together with the timber handle in which they were held for use by
the miller – which are now all very uncommon in both Tasmania and Australia . The carbide-feed
acetylene gas generator in Millbrook’s separate gas house outbuilding is a rare and highly intact
example of equipment that demonstrates technical attributes of special interest.
The Millbrook farm complex is of historic cultural heritage significance because its main house, in
conjunction with the flourmill, gas house and suite of other 19th and early 20th-century outbuildings and
landscape plantings together demonstrate the evolution of Tasmanian pastoral and agricultural industry
from the mid-19th century.
The mill and farm is also associated with Walter Bethune, an influential early Tasmanian merchant,
settler and woolgrower, who from August 1834 to June 1838 was a member of the Legislative Council
of Tasmania.

Significance:

The Heritage Council may enter a place in the Heritage Register if it meets one or more of the following criteria from the
Historic Cultural Heritage Act 1995:
a)

The place is important to the course or pattern of Tasmania’s history.

Millbrook is of historic significance for its association with the historically important process of water-powered flour
milling in the formative stage of Tasmania's rural and agricultural development.
It is a notable example of the development and application of this technology in Tasmania , and of the localised
development of infrastructure to serve the needs of isolated rural agricultural communities.
This association is clearly evident in the physical fabric of the place and in documentary resources.
The main house, outbuildings, and landscaping also assist in demonstrating the wealth generated in Tasmania by
pastoralism and agriculture during the 19th and 20th centuries.
b)

The place possesses uncommon or rare aspects of Tasmania’s history.

Millbrook is of historic cultural heritage significance for its uncommonly intact water- driven flourmill’s original building,
mill races, and collection of mid to late 19th-century machinery and millwrighting equipment. The outstanding
examples of grain cleaning and flour dressing machinery and mill bills that this building retains – and the mill’s long ,
intact headrace – are very uncommon in the present-day.
The carbide-feed acetylene gas generator in Millbrook’s separate gas house outbuilding is a rare and highly intact
example of equipment that demonstrates technical attributes of special interest.
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c)

The place has the potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Tasmania’s
history.

Millbrook is of historic cultural heritage significance because its mill building contains dressing machinery and
millwrighting equipment which may through detailed investigation yield information that is likely to contribute to our
understanding of flour-milling processes in Tasmania’s past.
Millbrook has potential to yield information which would contribute to an understanding of the development of
Tasmanian agricultural properties during the 19th and 20th centuries. Millbrook was developed as a relatively
self-contained agricultural operation, and investigations of its existing buildings, standing structures and subsurface
remains and deposits have the potential to yield information about the structure, spatial configuration and functioning
of this complex. Remains and artefact deposits have the potential to contribute information on aspects of
19th-century Tasmanian rural culture, including cultural practices, changing technologies, economic conditions,
questions relating to class and gender differences , and life experiences.
The carbide-feed acetylene gas generator in Millbrook’s separate gas house outbuilding also has great potential to
improve knowledge of a little-recorded aspect of Tasmania’s past. The equipment in the flour mill and gas house
buildings at Millbrook may improve knowledge and inform research questions about international technology-transfer
during the 19th century.
d)

The place is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of place in Tasmania’s
history.

Millbrook is of architectural and historic significance as a representative example of rural properties associated with
the development of Tasmania’s pastoral industry. The complex’s layout, extant flourmill, gas house, main house, and
other outbuildings and landscape features constitute a fine example of this class of place in the State-wide context,
and demonstrate the important historical land uses at this place through their broad range of characteristics. In
combination these elements also demonstrate the evolution of agricultural practices in Tasmania from the late -1830s
through to the middle decades of the 20th century.
e)

The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement.

No Data Recorded
f)

The place has a strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social or
spiritual reasons.

No Data Recorded
g)

The place has a special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in
Tasmania’s history.

Millbrook is significant for its association with the property’s original settler Walter Bethune – a very influential early
Tasmanian merchant, and later woolgrower and extensive landholder – who was a member of the Legislative Council
of Tasmania from August 1834 to June 1838.
h)

The place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics.

No Data Recorded
PLEASE NOTE

This data sheet is intended to provide sufficient information and justification for listing the place on the
Heritage Register. Under the legislation, only one of the criteria needs to be met. The data sheet is not
intended to be a comprehensive inventory of the heritage values of the place, there may be other heritage
values of interest to the Heritage Council not currently acknowledged.
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1. Lots 1, 2 & 3 represent the registered boundary for 'Millbrook Mill, Water Race & Farm', #12014 on theTasmanian Heritage
Register.
2. Lot 1 is the partial parcel of FR 145158/1 the boundary of which is marked by a heavy black line and described on page 3.
3. Lot 2 is the partial parcel of FR 145158/1 adjacent to the workers cottage abutting the mill race (Lot 3), described on page 3.
4. Lot 3 is the Millbrook Water Mill Race and described below.
5. All boundaries are parcel boundaries, details of individual land parcel boundaries may be accessed through the
Land Information System Tasmania (LIST).
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Point & Boundary Description - Lot 1

A. Intersect of Victoria Valley Road parcel & northern edge of
driveway fence line.
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D. Corner fence post.
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Point & Boundary Description - Lot 2
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A-B. Northern edge of hedge at front of house
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H-I. Northern extent of onshore water body.
I-J. 5m buffer to the north of the mill race centre line.
J-K. Straight line 7m from west face of garage and
running parallel to it.
K-L. Straight line.
L-M. Fence line running along southern edge of
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M-A. Road parcel boundary.

N

M

Lot 2

dg
he

Ro
ia
Va
lle
y

Lot 3

B

M
hedge

C

D

L

F
J
I
TASMAP:

mill ra

River ou

H

OUSE - 4629

ce

Production

E

±

Lot 1

G

100
m

Locality Plan

se

No. PRODUCTION / AMENDMENT

GRID:

MGA94 / ZONE 55

DATUM:

AHD

AUTHORITY REFERENCE DRAWN APPROVED
THC

Millbrook Mill, Water Race & Farm
32 Victoria Valley Road, Ouse
136 Victoria Valley Road, Ouse

PREPARED BY
HERITAGE TASMANIA

SCALE 1:2,000
50

0

K

1

L

A

or
Vi
ct

K

e

ad

K-L. Fence line approx 2m from the north-east face of building
and running parallel to it.
L-M. Straight line following 5m buffer parallel to mill race.
M-N. Straight line 7m from s-w face of building &running parallel to it.
N-K. fence line that continues as a prolongation of sw-ne
running hedge.

12014

AW

CONTOUR INTERVAL:

N/A

DATE

B TOROSSI 8-DEC-20

CENTRAL PLAN REGISTER
p.p. Surveyor General:
Date Registered:

18-DEC-20

CPR
11010
Page 2

Feature Description
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Development Guidelines
Water Race, being part of Millbrook Mill, Water Race and Farm
(THR12014)
These Development Guidelines have
been prepared for the water race,
which is part of the entry in the
Tasmanian Heritage Register for
Millbrook Mill, Water Race and Farm
(THR12014).
This water race, at approximately
2000m in length, is one of Tasmania’s
longest mill races still intact and clearly
visible in the surrounding farm
landscape. Together with its associated
mill, the water race is an integral
element of a highly significant milling
landscape and provides tangible
expression of a rural industry that was
critically important to food production
in nineteenth-century Tasmania. This
significance is recognized by the entry
of this place in the Tasmanian Heritage
Register.
Given the uncommon nature of the
water race, these guidelines have been
prepared to give property owners and
other users of the landscape an
understanding of how to protect,
conserve and enhance its heritage
values. The guidelines should be read
in conjunction with the Tasmanian
Heritage Register datasheet for the
place.

These guidelines apply to the water race
from the point where it leaves the
River Ouse until it rejoins the river below
the mill building. The guidelines also
apply to the bywash race to the east of
the mill building.
While the associated Millbrook mill
building and other buildings of the farm
complex are also highly significant, the
Heritage Council’s existing Works
Guidelines for Historic Heritage Places
provide appropriate guidance for
planning of works to those heritage
features.

HISTORY
The Millbrook Mill was constructed c.1835
for Ouse settler, Walter Angus Bethune
to produce flour for his farm and
possibly the local area. In about 1840
author David Burn visited the district and
described Millbrook as a ‘capital flourmill’. Other well-known mills located in
the local area include Nant (THR67) and
Thorpe Mill (THR66), both near Bothwell.
Millbrook mill operated as a flour mill
into the early twentieth century.
Afterwards it was used for pumping the
farm’s domestic water supply.
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STRUCTURE AND CHARACTER
The Water Race consists of an open
earthen channel formed by
embankments, and averages 1.2 to 1.8
metres in width and 0.9 to 1.2 metres
in depth. It runs for approximately
2000 metres from its outtake on the
River Ouse to the Millbrook mill
building before returning to the river
to the west of the mill building.
The middle portion of the race
incorporates an approximately 400metre section of Kenmere Creek. A
sluice gate (which no longer exists)
was formerly installed at the
downstream end of this portion and
made it possible to shut off
the mill’s water supply and direct the
flow back to the River Ouse.

The race is crossed by two structures; a
bridge for the driveway providing access
to 136 Victoria Valley Road, and a
narrow footbridge to the east of the mill
building. Fence lines and overhead
transmission lines are in several
locations in close vicinity to or bisect the
water race, however they are not
associated with the race’s heritage
values and do not impede the ability to
interpret its historical alignment or
profile.
Willow trees and other vegetation now
grow within much of the length of the
race.

From the point of departure from
Kenmere Creek the race no longer
carries water. The final section of this
headrace, approximately 10 metres in
length, is lined with dressed
sandstone; and components of a
timber sluicegate remain in place
where this portion of headrace meets
the mill building.
At the eastern end of the sandstonelined portion, an open channel
‘bywash’ allowed water to be diverted
at a right-angle from its intersection
with the headrace, by-passing the
mill’s waterwheel and rejoining the
tailrace about 25 metres to the
southwest. The tailrace is of a similar
open earth channel-with-banks
configuration to the headrace, and
from the waterwheel it follows a
roughly S-shaped path for
approximately 150 metres to the
southwest where it discharges into the
river.
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DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES
Management of the water race should
have as its object to preserve the
original profile and structure of the race
and its historical route, so that the
historic cultural heritage significance of
this component of the historic milling
landscape can continue to be recognized
and understood.
The following principles should guide any
activities around and within the water
race:
Excavation, filling-in or ploughing:
• Activity that might result in physical
change to the water race channel
and its embankments should be
avoided.
•

Filling-in or excavation of the water
race or its embankments is to be
avoided as this will damage the
original structure and detract from
the ability to interpret the historical
alignment of the race..

•

Ripping or ploughing across the
water race and its embankments is
to be avoided as this will result in
the incremental destruction of the
race over the longer term.

Channel lining:
• Stone lining or any remaining timber
gates or structures within the race
must not be removed or altered in a
way that would damage their
original nature or appearance.

Bridges and vehicle crossings:
• Light vehicle traffic may
traverse the water race or its
embankments provided it is
unlikely to cause deformation
of the race or its
embankments, or erosion of
the sameover the longer term.
•

Constructing major structures
such as bridges or buildings
directly on top or extending
across the water race channel
and its embankments should
be avoided.

•

The filling in of a short section
of water race to provide a
vehicle or irrigation
equipment crossing point is
acceptable where it does not
impact on key features of the
race. Heritage approval is
required for this work.

Vegetation Management:
• Control or removal of willows
and other vegetation within
the channel and on or near
embankments should be
undertaken by cutting and
poisoning of stumps rather
than ripping, dynamiting or
other method for removal of
the root mass that involves
major disturbance of the
ground.
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WORKS APPROVAL PROCESS
Under Part 6 of the Historic Cultural Heritage
Act 1995, approval from the Tasmanian
Heritage Council is required for any works to
a place entered on the Tasmanian Heritage
Register. Works are defined as any
development, and any physical intervention,
excavation or action which may result in a
change to the nature or appearance of the
fabric of a place; and, any change to the
natural or existing topography of land; and,
any removal of vegetation or topsoil.

Are there any penalties for not
abiding by the Act?
Yes. However, the Heritage Council
tries to work proactively with owners
to resolve issues through discussion
and mediation, rather than by
conflict, objection and using
penalties.

Approval may be in the form of a certificate
of exemption or a discretionary permit.

For further information contact
TASMANIAN HERITAGE COUNCIL
GPO Box 618
Hobart TAS 7000
Phone: 03 6165 3700, local calls 1300 850 332
Email: enquiries@heritage.tas.gov.au
Website: www.heritage.tas.gov.au

Where your proposed works are minor and
won’t affect the significance of the place,
the Heritage Council may grant a certificate
of exemption so you do not need to submit a
discretionary permit application. There is
no fee for making an application for a
certificate of exemption, and applications
are usually processed within 7 days.
Please contact Heritage Tasmania to check
whether your works would qualify for
approval by means of a certificate of
exemption.
If you do not have a certificate of exemption
from the Heritage Council, you will need to
lodge a discretionary permit application
with your local council. Your local council
will forward your application to the Heritage
Council to assess any impacts on the historic
heritage values of the place.
How long before I receive a decision?
The discretionary permit application process
may take up to 42 days from the date it is
lodged with the local council. If you do not
provide enough information with your
application, it may take longer.
Please contact Heritage Tasmania to check
what information you need to lodge with
your application.
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